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PREFACE.
H O E V E R attentively perufes our books
of voyages and travels, will be abundantly

convinced, that every treatife of this kind, written

with judgment from the didtates of truth, is produc-
tive of great advantages to fociety. How many dif-

coveries do we owe to thefe laborious obfervers of
the operations of nature, and the performances of art

!

Some of them have applied themfelves to determine in

the moft accurate manner the latitude and longitude of
different places, to obferve the temperature of the air,

and the various changes it is fubjeft to at different fea-

fons of the year. Others have direfted their attention

to^ the fevera! degrees of heat and cold, the drought

and moifture, the denfity and tenuity, the gravity and
levity, the purity and noxious qualities in the air of
diffl^rent countries, and in different feafons ; and at the

fame time to remark it's changes and variations, and
at what times they generally happen. They have alfo

carefully obferved what winds a country is moft fub-

jed; to i which of them are impregnated with faiutary,

and which with peiliferous particles : which bring

on their wings refrcffiing fhowers, and nourijfh the ve-

getable produilions of the earth ; and which waft

thofe terrible armies of locufts, that often intercept, ia

their flight, the rays of the fun, and fpread defolation

over a whole counrry.

With regard to the waters, they have minutely

examined the depth and faltnefs of the fea at different

places i the various plants that cover it's bottom, and
A 2 the
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the aftonifhing variety of infedts and fifhes, with which

it abounds. They have accurately obferved the iet-

tings and velocities of the currents, with the ordinary

and extraordinary accidents attending the flux and re-

flux of the fea.

Nor have they omitted to confider the rapidity of

the currents of rivers, the remarkable inundations to

which fome of them are fubjecl, and the prodigious

fertility they occafion. And at the fame time have

made the neceflary obfervations on the various lakes

and mineral waters found in different counties, their

properties, virtues, and ufes.

After a general fjrvey of the earth, they have

attentively examined tiie obJe6ts that decorate it's fur-

face, and thofe which are found in it's bowels. The
various nature of the foil, and the fingular properties

for whicli each is remarkable. The plants and ani-

mals v/ith which it abounds, together v^-ith their ufes,

their virtues, or noxious properties. With regard to

each particular country, they have defcribed it's di-

inenfions, fituation, and boundaries •, and the feve-

ral plains, mountains, hills, and valleys, for which it

is remarkable. Ihey have meafured the height of

mountains, obferved their direftions, pointed out the

places where they are eafieft of afcent, and where their

precipices render them im.paffable. They have care-

fully obferved the bearings of head lands, roads, and

harbours ; the dangerous rocks, fands, and fhallows,

that projeft from fome, and the fecure retreat which

others offer to the mariner, where his fliip mayiide
in fafety amidfl the violence of the florm.

Others have with attention contemplated the ftu-

pendous ruins of antiquity, which flill difpiay the

amazing power and wealth of their founders, notwith-

flanding they have been defaced by the hand of lawlefs

ambition, and fuperflitious bigotry, and ib long ex-

pofed to the corroding teeth oi time.

Nor
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Nor have the bowels of the mountains efcaped the

refearches of the curious : they have explored mines
which nature feems to have endeavoured te conceal

for the prying eyes of mortals •, and have difcovered

the fecret recefies where the precious gems, fo high-

ly valued by the rich and powertul, are form-
ed, and acquire thofe exquifite tincts, and brilli-

ant luftres, which art has fo long endeavoured to

imitate.

But the mofl general objed of enquiry, and whicK
is not indeed attended v/ith fo many difficulties, is

the nature of the different inhabitants of the terra-

queous globe ; their manners, cuiloms, difpofitions,

virtues, and vices ; their mental and corporeal facul-

ties, exercifes, manner of living, education, polity,

trade, commerce, die diilempers they are fubjcd: to,

and the methods they ufe in curing them.

For thefe, and a great variety of other ufeful dif-

coveries, and valuable informations, we are obliged

to attentive and judicious travellers. Without the

lights they have afforded us, we fnould (till have
been involved in the night of ignorance, like our

fore-fathers. We lliould have known nothing of the

Vv'onderful ftructure and conftitution of this earthly

globe, which providence has allotted for cur habita-

tion : we llxould have been totally ignorant of the re-

ligions, laws, and cufLoms, which prevail in different

parts of the earth ; deprived of all opportunities of

improving the faculties of our minds, and confequent-

ly without ability to condu6l ourfelves like rational

creatures.

It is therefore no v/onder, that perfons of the great-

eft learning and wilrlom, have, in all ages, been ex-

cited to vifit foreign countries, in order to enquire

into tlie wonderful productions of nature and art, and
make them.felves acquainted with the cuftoms and
manners of the inhabitants. To acquire this they

have difregarded fatigue and expencej nay even ha-

zarded
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zarded their lives in order to improve their minds,

and make difcoveries that might prove advantagious

to their country.

Among thefe ufeful members of fociety we may
juftly reckon thofe two eminent perfons, whofe travels

we now prefcnt to the publick. A work long defired

by many learned and refpedlable members of tlie uni-

verfity of Leyden, who after periifing the manufcripts

were pleafed to exprefs their approbation of them in

terms that do honour to the authors ; and to obfervc

that they found here many interefting particulars not

mentioned by any other traveller.

With regard to the authors themfelves, they were

fo well known by the great figure they made, the one

in the State, and the other in the Repubhck of Letters,

that it would be fuperfluous to fay any thing of their

great abilities, and the admirable talents they poffcf-

{td. It will be fufficient to obferve, tliat they vifited

thofe countries twice-, in the lirfl tour they fpent nine

years •, and in the fecond four. Their principal in-

tentions were to examine on the fpot, feveral parts

of the Eaft, fo famous in hiifory, the monuments of

antiquity that ftill remain in thefe countries, to copy

the infcriptions they found among thofe ruins of an-

cient times, to obtain a thorough knowledge of the

cuftoms, manner of living, trade, manufactures, vir-

tues, and vices, of the eailern people, and to perfed
themfelves in the oriental languages.

How far they were qualified for executing this

tlik the following work will fufficiently demonitrate.

The great variety of infcriptions, with which it a-

bounds, will fhevv^ their care in collefting thefe remains

of antiquity, and cannot fail of giving the greateft

fatisfaftion to the lovers of this branch of literature

;

and at the fame time, their accurate rem.arks and juft

criticifms on the many ruins they vifited, will fuffici-

ently prove that they were mailers of that variety of

learning neceffary to elucidate the fubjed, and to re-

move
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ynove the veil of doubt and uncertainty, which time
had drawn over thole marks of remote ages.

But their obfervations were not confined to the

moniimentsof antiquity, for which the feveral parts of
the eall are fo very remarkable •, they were extended

to the prefent (late of thofe countries : their religion,

their laws, their trade, their manufadures ; in iTiort,

every particular tiiat feemed to promife advantage

to fociety, engaged the attention of our ingenious

travellers. They candidly examined thefe feveral par-

ticulars, and faithfully related them, adding fuch

interefbing remarks and obfervations as cannot fail of
entertaining and dehghting the reader.

They have been particularly careful to defcribe

thofe places remarkable in hiftory, or that are now
famous for their trade or opulence. Among thefe

Jerufalem, Ramah, Tiberias, Saphet, Bethlehem,

Nazareth, Joppa, Jericho, and Bethany ^ the rivers

of Jordan and Kifhon •, the mountains of Carmel,

Tabor, Lebanon, Olives, and Hermon, with other

places in the Holy Land, are largely defcribed, as

being very interefting to moft readers.

And for the fame reafon full defcriptions are given

of the cities of Conftantinople, Aleppo, Smyrna,
Magnelia, Cairo, Alexandria, Damafcus, Scande-

roon, Scio, Rhodes, Ephefus, Laodicea, Tyre, Si-

don, Sardis, Antioch, Balbec, and Thyatira ; the ri-

vers of Belus, Adonis, Niie, Meander, Pa6lolus,

Cayfter, and Euripus •, the mountains of Sinai, Ho-
reb, St Catharine, Ida, and Sypulus. Places long

remarkable, and therefore mult excite the curiofity

of every perfon.

Many of the above cities, fo celebrated by the

Ancients for their wealth and fplendor, are now redu-

ced to a mere heap of ruins ; the palaces once inha-

bited by the powerful and voluptuous princes of Afia,

are razed to their foundations, and levelled with the

ground. And the fuperb temples, once the won-
der
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der of the world, and whole ruins ftill alLonifli the

traveller, are become a retreat for bats and owls,

and their grand pavements, fo often fwept by the em-
broidered robes of the fuperb ladies of the eaft, are

nov/ the haunts of venomous ferpents, and retreats

for the favage inhabitants of the defert. An affed-

ing leffon ! and fhould teach us to value the liberty

and rehgion we enjoy in this happy iiland, and ftimu-

late us to tranfmit thofe invaluable blefiings to our

pofterity -, for the iron hand of tyranny, and the in-

fatiable fword of fuperftitious bigotry, deftroyed thefe

ancient cities, reduced their celebrated temples and
palaces to heaps of rubbifh, and laid the pride and
Iplendor of the inhabitants in the dull.

It is natural to fuppofe, that as both our travellers

were natives of Holland, they did not traverfe the

caft without minutely obferving the trade and com-
merce carried on in the feveral places they vifited.

This was indeed a principal motive for their travel-

ling, and they were very careful not to omit any

opportunity of examining into the particulars of

a fubjedl fo interefting to a trading nation. Th-iy

carefully remarked what particular branches were

carried on by Europeans, and what by the natives

of the country ; the value of each, the methods made
ufe of by different nations, and the advantages refult-

ing from every branch of the eaftern commerce.

Thefe, with a great variety of other remarks, made
by our judicious travellers, on the religion, laws,' cu-

ftoms, policy, manners, virtues, and vices, of the

prefent inhabitants of the eaft, cannot fail of render-

ing this work equally ufeful and entertaining to the

reader.

THE
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TRAVELS
Throueh Part of'O

Europe, Afia Minor, the Archipelago,

Syria, Paleftine or the Holy Land,

Egypt, Mount Sinai, &c.

CHAP. I.

Voyage from the Texel to Cadiz.

AT the approach of winter, which Is the feafon

for voyages to the Levant ; and particularly

to the famous city of Smyrna, I agreed for

my paflage with a captain of a merchant-fhip bound
thither, who was then lying in the Texel, ready to
put to fea. Here, during fix tedious weeks that we
lay wind-bound, I recreated myfelf in taking a view
ot the ifland of the fame name, which is fo much,
talked of among us of the Continent j and which is

iikewife fufficiently known both to the reading and
trading part of the world, by the infinite number of
fliip[)ing going out and coming in.

The ifland of Texel is one of the iflands of North
Holland, and lies in 53 deg. north lat. is fix long Dutch
miles in circuit, exclufive of the Eyrland, or Egglami,
and tolerably well inhabited. The chief place is th.it

called Burgy which indeed might pafs for a little

town, having walls and gates. It contains Iikewife

Vol. I. B the
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the following villages, namely Florn, Koog, Oofter-

end, Waal, and Schil •, and thefe have all their particu-

lar churches. It is alfo interfperfed v/ith feveral lefier

villages or hamlets, as Nieufchil and Wefterend, where

Hands a high tower of a ruined church, which at pre-

fent ferves for a beacon •, and is every where thick fet

with farm houfes.

The Eggland, fo called from the great quantity of

the eggs of wild- fowl which are there taken and fent

to Amilerdam, is ftill uninhabited, there being only

one houfe, which the States of Holland caufed to be

built in 1699 ; they alfo maintain a caftellain there, for

by order of the faid alTembly, this large trad has been

fecured by dykes, and conneded to the iiland of

Texel

.

On the Sea-dyke betwixt Schil and Hoorn lies a

fort with baftions, and two redoubts ; it has alfo

barracks, but without any garrifon. The ifiand is

likewife in fome places fenced againft the fea by fand-

hills-,' and in others, by dykes made only of fea-

weed. The foil is none of the moft fruitful ; the

produce of the ifiand being not fufficient for the fup-

port of it's numerous inhabitants. The ground is

mofdy fandy ; and in fome places marlhy. The
fheep, which are fmaller than thofe of Friefland^^

continue in the paftures day and night almoft through-'

out the year, without any fhepherds •, but their legs are

tied that they may not wander : tho' this fometimes, in

winter, puts the peafants to the trouble of digging

them from under the fnow. The little green cheefes

made of their milk, and tinged green with certain herbs,

are far from being defpicabie. It is remarkable, that no

rats are to be feen in this iiland : according to a com-
mon faying of the inhabitants, indeed, they could not

pick up a living there any time. It abounds much
in rabbets ; and in fummer-time, particularly on Egg-
land, are all kinds of wild-fowl. In the winter-feafon

are feen great numbers of wild-geefe. Here are alfo

good
o*-
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good mufcel-banks, from which Amfterdam is part-

ly fupplied with that kind of fhell-fifh. Of haddock
and cod they have no more than they expend j but of

plaife and herrings a great abundance.

The ifland is governed by a Balljuw as it's chief

magistrate ; and in every village prefide Burgo-ma-
fters and Scheppens. In the general afleffment of the

north quarter ot Holland, it is computed annually to

pay 70,000 guilders. A fmgular cuflom prevails

here, viz. that no dog fliall be kept which cannot pafs

through a certain ring kept for that purpofe by the

magiltrate j by which regulation the animals of this

fpecies do not, in common, exceed the fize of a lap-

dog. Durnig my Itay this prohibition was formally

renewed ; neverthelefs the fize of the cur was conftantly

difpenfed with, when the owner did not retufe to pay

a guikk-rr for the privilege.

T n E ftate of religion in this ifland is divided

among the Calvinifts, the Baptiifs, and Roman Ca-

tholicks : but the Reform.ed are by much the moft nu-

merous, and have fix minilters. In fome villages the

Baptiils have two different meetlng-houfes i but the

Roman Catholicks are not allowed to keep above one

priell for the whole ifland.

As to the tempers of the natives, it comes neareft

to that of the FrieQanders ; and there is alfo very lit-

tle difference in their drefs. They are parfimonious

;

fimple in their diet -, greedy of gain ; for which the

fea is chiefly their refource, by fifhing, piloting Ihips

in and out, and faving of the cargoes of fhips ilrand-

ed, or otherwife damaged : and of the goods thus

faved, a third belongs to them for lalvage ; and their

dexterity and intrepidity on fuch occafions are worthy

of the recompence. The women are good tempered

and handy, and not entirely without beauty •, very

fond of courtfhips, which among the youth of the

peafantry is carried on in a manner like qtieejiing. This

is an ancient cultom of evening viflts and courtfhips

B 2 among
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among the young people in the iflands of Vlie, V/ierln-

g€n, but efpecially in the Texel. It is indeed of an an-

tiquity, the date of which cannot be traced. The fpark

comes into the houfe at night, either by the door,

which is Jeft upon the latch, or half open, by one of

the windows, or through the ftable, and makes his

way to the bed-chamber of his fweetheart, who is al-

ready in her bed. After a compliment or two he begs

leave that he may pull off his upper garment and

come upon the bed to her. This being of courfe

granted, he lifts up the quilt or rug, lays himfelf un-

der it and then queejis, that is, chats with her 'till he

thinks it time to depart, which is invariably done by
the fame entrance he came in at This is a cuftoni

from which the natives will not foon depart : the pa-

rents thinking it equitable not to deny their children a

freedom they themfelves were indulged in. Their in-

nate tenacious parfimony alfo finds it's account in this

cuftom, v/hich difpcnfes with the articles of fire and

candle in the long winter evenings and nights.

I OBSERVED in the churches a very ridiculous and

mifplaced tendernefs of the mothers, who, in order

to keep their childrens feet warm, put their legs

through an opening made for that purpofe in the

front of their petticoats. I have fcen fome of them
carry this idle indulgence to a degree, even of inde-

cency ', and to a ftranger, however cullom may have

familiarized the natives to it, really ofienfive.

The road in which the fhips lie before the ifland is

- fo fpacious, as to afford room for great numbers, but

at the fame time is inconvenient •, and in hard gales

not without danger, of which the frequent ilranding,

or other damages done to fhips are melancholy inftan-

ces : and we faw too much of it while we lay here.

The village called the Schil carries away mod of

the trade with the fhips lying in the road. But moft

of it's publick houfes have fo bad a chara6fer for im-

modefly and extortion, that flrangers of credit arc

obliged
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obliged to take up their quarters with fome hoiieft

burgher.

The fhips, in order to (land out to fea, muft have
an E, N. E, or S. E. wind ; and muft be piloted

through the channel called Lands-Diep by fworn efta-

blilhed pilots, who are paid according to the tonnage
of the fnip, from 20 to 60 or 70 guilders.

The w:nd, at length, offered; and, which was a

very pieafmg circumftance, we weighed anchor with

a tket of about 100 fail, under convoy of four men of

war ; two for the St Ubes traders, one for thofe

.

bound to Spain and the Streights, and one for the

Turkey men.
In the mean time the wind did not long continue

fair : however we reach'd the P'orelands, and from

thence gradually got into the Channel ; and had even

reached beyond Portland, though not without danger

to fuch a numerous fleet : tor fometimes we had very

heavy feas and hard gales, 'till at laft it was judged ad-

vifeable to put into the Englifn harbour ot Portf-

mouth, near the ille of Wight •, where with the great-

eft part of the fteet v/e came to an anchor about noon.

Our convoy faluted the king's fhips which Jay there

with five guns, and were aniwered by a like number.

All our fliips likewife, according to cuftom, were to

lower their colours ; and they who fail'd, or did it not

in a proper manner, were reminded of their duty

by a niulket or cannon-ftiot through their fails.

The town of Portfmouth is agreeably fituated,

and, if not large, is well fortified with baftions, re-

doubts, half-moons, moats, and other out-works, ail

well planted with cannon. The ramparts' alfo are

kept in a good condition It afibrds no remarkable

edifices : but has fome creditable houfes ; however it

cannot be much commended for cleanlincfs. I found

a great refemblance in that article, and the wooden
houfes betwixt this place and the towns in the bifl-jop-

ricjv of Leige, and thofe about Maeftricht, where

B 3 they
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they alfo burn coal, as they do here. But this place

is rather a garrifon, crowded with failors, belonging

to the royal navy, than a trading town.

Without Portfmouth is the king's dock for

building and fitting out men of war, where one is no

lefs aOiazed with the great quantities of naval ftores,

than piealed with the order in which they are kept.

Likewife the ordnance wharf, where lie the artillery and

military ftores for the fhips. When a fhip is finifhed,

it is ufual to let the water into the dock through

gates; and thus the Ihip is fioated, and fafely tranf-

ported into the harbour, which is certainly better than

our way in Holland, of launching fhips at once into

the water, by which fo many accidents happen.

About three Englifh miles trom this place we fee a

ruined caftle with a tower : it is called Julius Cefar's

caftle, as being fuppofed to have been built by him.

On the other fide of the harbour lies Gofport^ which

has fome flight fortifications, but in it's buildings is

not unlike Portfmouth, particularly in too many
wretched receptacles tor the licentious failors ; which

indeed is no more than what is feen in the fea-ports of

the moft regular countries.

I EMPLOYED fome of this idle interval in taking

a view of the iile of Wight. It is one of the beft

belonging to England ; large, fruitful, and very plea-

fant, and agreeably diverfified with hills, dales, and

gentle rifings. E. and W. Cowes are the places where

mofl fhips lie •, the laft is the largeft, and of the great-

eft refort. Here we fee an old caftle, now decay-

ed, though it commands the harbour, A great part

of it's cannon has been removed, as being unfervice-

able. Between thefe tv^o tov/ns a branch of this bay

runs up a league to a town called Newport, a very

agreeable place, of fome trade, and the chier irurket-

town of the ifland

About three miles up the country (lands Carifbrook

Caftle, famous for having been the prifon where king

Charles
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Charles I. was confined four years. It Hands on a hill

amidft delightful valleys •, and oppofite to it lies a

fruitful hilly country, cultivated to the greateft advan-

tage, and affording a rich profpeft. This caftle, which
is an antique ftrudure, is moilly built of flint dug in

the neighbourhood. The out-walls are ftill in a good
condition ; but within it has a very ruinous appear-

ance, efpecially the apartments in which the king was

confined, with a guard kept over him. We were

Ihewn the window through which that unfortunate

prince was for making his efcape, by the afl^iftance of

an officer of the guard, who had been bribed for that

purpofe, but betrayed the attempt which he was to

favour. The chapel, together with a fmall arfenal, is

flill fubfifting, and it has fome guns mounted on the

walls. But the caftle is fo far from having a garrifon,

that the only perfon we faw in it was a woman.
England in general, as well as this ifland, is a

fruitful and a happy country ; the climate fo moderate,

that it muft freeze very feverely in Holland, when
England produces ice : and the frofts here are feldom

of fo long continuance, as with us. It's bread, flefli,

and beer, are not to be furpaffed. The fair fex here

are remarkably cleanly, and fo complaifant and chear-

ful, as not to be ofi^cnded, if a foreigner falute them

tven with a kifs.

After my little tour I retired to a village on

the ifle of Wight, called R.yde, with a defign to

board in fome creditable family -, that whilil we lay

at Spithcad, I might apply myfelf to the fludy of

the Englifh language, and made choice ol this vil-

lage, as being the neareft to the place where our fliips

lay : but the fame night the Vv'ind coming about fair,

a fignal was made for weighing, and I put every thing in

readinefs againft the boat came, but that was not 'till

the next morning at eight of the clock, and nearly at

low water. In the mean time the fhips being under

fail, I was obliged to wade through a confiderable

B 4 way
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way up to the knees in the mud •, at laft, however,

to my great fatisfaftion, though with fome difficulty,

I got on board. But the wind again foon took us

fhort, fo that we were obUged to come to an anchor i-n

St Helen's road.

At length a fair wind carried us out to fea: and

we came off the Burlings, where it is a cuftom to bap-

tize all thofe who have never paffed that v/ay before.

Accordingly the commodore fet us an example, fired

a gun, and hoifted the proper flag. They that are to

undergo this baptifm are let down amain three times

into the fea : however fome, on account of their

youth, were excufed from this immerfion -, yet their

arms are lifted up, and their hands tyed •, and in this

pofture a funnel is put to their neck, and another to

each fleeve, and water is poured as fall as pofTible in

and over the funnels -, or fometimes the boys are put

under a bafket, or hamper, in company with a car or

dog, and feverely wafhed. They who are unwilling

to expofe themfelves to thefe ceremonies may pur-

chafe a difpenfation. A boy for a fcheUing, /'. e. ^d.' ;

a foremalt man pays fomething more ; and every one

in proportion. The money coOedted on thefe occa-

lions is laid by for a micrry-making among the fhip's

company.

Th I s baptifmal duty is faid to have been inftituted

by the emperor Charles V. and no perfon is exempted

from this law j nor fo much as the fhips, the boats,

dogs, or cats. There are other fuch baptifm -places,

as in crofling the Line ; and likewife in the Sounds

We liad a pleafant and fpeedy voyage as far as Cape

Vincent, and made no doubt but that within 14 or 15

days we fhould make Cadiz -, but the wind flew about

to the oppofite quarter, and detained us another fort-

night ; fo that the paflage from Portfmouth to Cadiz

took us up four complete weeks. The weather proved

fo fine, and the fea fo eafy, that we vifited one another

from Ihip to fliip in the boats. We were feveral times

enter-
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entertained with the fight of Ihoals of porpoifes ; and
now and then a Barbary pirate took a diftant view of

us, but made off on the firft appearance of any prepa-

ration tor a chace. At length we came to an anchor
in Cadiz-bay, having entered it between two rocks j

the one called the Puercos, which appears above wa-
ter ; and the fecond the Diamond, which is a funken
rock, always covered with water.

CHAP. II.

Account of the city and harbour of Cadiz, iiith

fome remarks on the religious wdrjhip^ way cf
living, manners, carriage, &c. oj the Spaniards.

A D I Z is one of the moft opulent and beautiful

cities in all Spain, and indifputably of the great-

eft commerce. The foundation of it is attributed to

Hercu'es, who alfo in the motto of the city-arms is

called, Fmidator £5* Domhmtor Gadium. In the great

market place of Cadiz is a marble ftatue of him ; a

modern piece, placed inftead of the former which

was decayed.

A LEAGUE fouthward of the city, on the fea-fhore,

are ftill ftanding Hercules's pillars, as they are called ;

I went to fee them, and found two towers, one cf

which was round, and ftood on an eminence, a little .

from the fhore, and without any entrance at the bot-

tom. It is pretty much decayed, yet evidently of too

modern a ftrudlure to belong to times of fuch antiqui-

ty ; and I am inclined to think, that it was formerly

ufed for a lifirht-houfe.o
The fecond is about a mufket-fhot nearer the city,

and at the fame time clofe to the fea •, has all the ap-

pearance of a column, is old, ruinous, and of a very

ancient
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ancient architedlure, that if there is ftill any thing in

being of the celebrated pillars of Hercules, I Ihould

imagine it to be this laft : it is quadrangular •, but part

of the wall is already fallen down, fo that one fide of

it is quite opened and expofed.

Nature has very well fortified the city of Cadiz

on all fides with rocks, as a fence againft the violence

of the ocean. The whole ftrand indeed is every where

covered with them -, though there are evident marks of

the depredations of the fea. It is faid that St Sebaftian

(a fmall church on a point of the ftrand without the

city) formerly ftood in the middle of Cadiz. In the

mean time, a ftrong wall is begun to fecure the city

againft the encroachments of the fea •, it is built of

rock-ftone dug out of the ground on the fpot, and

ufed aifo for the walls and houfes of the city. On the

other fide is the fpacious bay, which is never without a

great number of fliips lying here in fatety. Towards

the land-fide the city is defended by fortifications and

outworks, but the ditches are dry. However, on ac-

count of the rocky ground here it may be faid to be

very ftrong •, and along the bay alfo the city is fecured

by a ftout wall.

Cadiz may be accounted a city of a convenient

extent •, it's circuit being a walk of about a league and

a half It has a great number of large houfes, but of

no grand appearance, with fiat roois and fautees^ or

little towers The houfes, as I have already noticed,

are buiit of rock-ftone, but moft of them covered

with mortar, and white-wafti'd. The rooms with-

in are large, but with few windows, that they may,

be-^ the cooler •, for which reafon alfo, the ftreets

in general are very narrow, fo that by the height of

the houfes, the fun is in a manner excluded. The
furniture of them is in general little anfwerable to their

outfide : cleanlinefs is wanting in them, as it is to a

loathfome degree in the ftreets, where all kinds of foil

and ordure, in this hot country, foon fends forth very

dif-
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difagreeable effluvia. Here are alfo fcveral houfes of
very ancient architefture, and which were unqueftioii-

ably built by the Moors
Without the city, beyond St Sebaftian, flands a

noble caftle, which in a great meafure commands and
defends the entrance of the bay. Beyond it you pafs

along the Retames^ a fmall wood confifting of trees and
wild buflies, intermixed with furz, and which, tho*

it was now only in the beginning of February, were
in bloabm, and fent forth a mod delightful fragrancy.

Farther on we arrive at the king's Lazaretta or hofpi-

tal •, a very large, well contrived building. Near the
great church, facing the fea, ftand the ruins of a
caftle, originally built to give the enemy a reception

on that fide. The churches, are not large but elegant,

particularly the altars, which are indeed magnificent,

glittering v^ith a prcfufion of filverj but the paint-

ings have little to pleafe a delicate tafte ; the fame
may be faid likewife of the ftatues and fcuJpture. In

general, we fee little more than images of the Virgin

Mary •, but it mufi: be owned, very finely dreflied.

The fafcade of the great church, to which one afcends

from the ftreet by v/ide marble fteps, has a very grand
and fplendid appearance.

Facing the fea, within the place where the wall

remains (till to be completed, Hands a mafter-piece of
fculpture on a high pedeilal, called Neujlra Seg?iora

del triumpho e de la Vittoria^ within fquare rails, full

of angels and faints, and among them lanterns, in

which the fouls are reprefented as in purgatory. Here
fourteen days indulgence is obtained lor every journey

made hither, to falute this image of the Virgin Mary ;

or as the infcription intimates, to fay a -pater nojier^

or a maria^ for the increafe {exaltacion) of the ca-

tholick faith, peace and unity am.ong the chriftian

princes, and the extirpation of hereticks. The whole

is of marble, even to the baluftrade, and was brought

hither from Genoa by a Genoefe merchant, who de-

dicutcd
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dicated it to the virgin , and it is never without

people lying proftrare to perform fuch advantageous

devotion. The chief churches of Cadiz are the cathe-

dra], thofe of the Jefuits, Francifcans, Capuchins,

Dominicans, of the Fathers of Mercy, St Antony,

&c. Here are alfo three nunneries befides chapels.

The markets are every day well furnifhed with

plenty of all kind of eatables, brought hither out of

the ifland, and from the continent. 1 muft own, that

coming from a cold northern country, I was ravifhed

with adm-iration to fee fuch a rich variety of the fruits

of the earth. Here is alfo no want of flefh and fifh of

all kinds.

From outward appearances, the trade carried on
here would not be thought to be of fuch importance

as it is, it being chiefly performed in the ware-

houfes of the merchants : but one very confiderable

addition to it's trade are the galleons, who come hi-

ther every year from the Spanifli Weft hidies, and

return from Cadiz thither. But it is fuHiciently known
what great treafures are imported and exported in

them. And as thefe circulate within the city, it mull

cafily be thought that fome muft remain. The ma-
fters of fliips prefer to ail other freights Jther ingots :

though this muft be done clandeftinely. However,

the duties, which are always proportion'd to the value

of the legal commerce, bring in a very large revenue

to the royal treafury.

The Exchange at Cadiz is only a ftreet adjoining

to the market, called Calle Nueva : but it is a very -

difagreeable place to ftand in, and generally very dir-

ty. There is likewife no fettled hour tor bulinefs.

And on thefe accounts the moft eminent merchants

are rather to be found in their ccunting-houfes than on

the Exchange.

Th e civil government of the city of Cadiz, like

others in Spain, confift of an Alcaide mayor^ and Re-

gidores. Over the clergy is the bifhop, whole palace

is



Afia Minor, the Archipelago, &c. 13

is contiguous to the cathedral, where he lives with his

prebends ; and feldom appears abroad without the at-

tendance of two coaches. It will naturally be fuppo-

fed, that in a city ot luch traffick every nation has it's

coniul ; and even the emperor himfelf is not without
one. But here it muft be obferved, that a merchant
with whom matters are beo;innino; to take a wrono-

turn, if he can but obtain the office of conful from
any ftate or republick, he thereby alfo acquires all the

privileges belonging to the office ; one of which is a

perfect immunity tor his perfon. There are few
things thcit excite more pity than the religious worfhip
of the Spaniards, the moft lamentable decay and cor-

ruption being manifeft in it. The greateft extent of
their knowledge is, that they know how to fay they

are good Chriftians; and that foreigners are hereges

(hereticks), and that they can tell you fome ftories of
the miracles of their faints •, and of images of the

Virgin which have fpoken. They kneel with great de -

votion in the ftrcets before images ; and never fail

pulling off their hats with a refpedful bow at paffing

by one. They alfo are ftrift obfervers of the external

ceremonies of the church, but every thing elfe they

difcharge at conteffion. In thefe, and the like devo-
tional exercifcs, and in every ad of external zeal, the

difguifed Jews diftinguifh themfelves : who in this

countFy, and in the city of Cadiz, Iwarm in great

numbers. This nation is known here, as in all other

parts, by the caft in their eyes ; but it behoves them
to conceal their real fentiments of religion, with the

ftricteft caution, thro' dread of the tremendous Inquili-

tion. The principal feat of this tribunal is at Seville.

They whofe misfortune it is to fall under it's animad-
verfion, are beyond the expeftation of any mercy : in

this prifon no body is allow'd to converfe with them j

and for want of Sufficient proof, they fometimes lie

there for years.

The
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The Jews are commonly accufed here of fcourging

the image of Chrift, and of fpeaking contuineiiouily

of the Church and the cathohck faich. For the Hrlt

time their punifliment is no great matter ; tor tiie fe-

cond they are whipp'd, and mark'd with a hot iron ;

but if taken a third time, burning is iniallibly their

portion, together with a confifcation of all tiieir goods.

The Moorifh and Turkey flaves, who are very nume-
rous at Cadiz, muft alfo fuffer themfelves to be in-

ftruded, and make profelTion of the catholick faith.

But the Proteftants are not allow'd the leaft freedom

of divine worfhip ; and even within their own houfes,

they muft be very cautious leaft their flaves betray

them. The only opportunity of this nature is to go
aboard fome fhip in the bay, where divine worfiiip is

performed : and this is perhaps one caufe of the fre-

quent apoftacy among them. As for the Lutherans,

moft of them make little fcruple of carrying a rofary.

The Reformed are generally more firm and conftant

;

though among thefe fame have been found, who,
• from their firft ftep of lukewarmnefs have by degrees

proceeded to conformity, efpecially when a marriage

has been the temptation. How a fmcere reformed

Chriftian, exclufive of fuch incidents, can in this idola-

trous country depart from the truth once embraced, is

not eafily to be conceived, yet frequently melancholy

inftances of it are feen.

Th e Spaniards in their carriage and manners affe6l:

much formality and ftatelinefs, even to a ridiculous

• excefs. Their clergy are generally folemn ignoramus's,

with fcarce fo much as a fuperficial acquaintance with

the fciences ; and with juft as much Latin as is indif-

penfably neceffary in their fundion •, yet in order to

pafs for men of great reading thefe canonigos and cle-

rigos^ as they are called, and even the younger fry of

dunces, are feen in the ftreets, as well as at home, with

fpe<5lacles on their nofes, affefting to have already

weakened their fight by exceflive ftudy.

The
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Th e Spaniards in general keep to their old drefs,

though the French modes obtain with Ibme. The men
generally wear a white or brown hat, from under which
dangles their long, lank, black hair, not lufFering ib

much as a fingle curl in it. Their bodies are adorn-

ed with a doublet and breeches, and a fhort cloak

over all. The people of tafliion wear a lace ruff

round the neck ; but the breait, or rather the throat, is

a little expoi'ed. The fword (which does not want for

length, and with a hilt refembling the fhape of a po-
ringer) is not by any means to be torgotten, being worn
by all ranks without diftindlion. The women, mar-
ried or fingle, go with their heads uncovered, and
their black hair platted and hanging down their back.

They wear no il:ays, but a jacket only, and over it a

mantelline a fort ot f^ort cloak. Their petticoat, which
is made very long, "is extended at the bottom to fuch

a width by a hoop, that in a narrow palTage it is diffi-

cult for two to make way for each other. They fel-

dom or never ftir abroad without a vail, which is

open only for one eye, all the other part of the face

being concealed. They are univerfally careful to adorn

their mantilline^ every one to the utmoft of their

ability ; and, indeed, little iefs in the other branches of

their apparel, which are richly embroidered with gold

and fiiver. But their linen exceeds all, being of

the mofl exquifite workmanfhip. The men are fel-

dom feen without their cloaks, not even in their

own houfes, fitting down to table in them. It mull
be laid to the commendation of the Spaniards, that

they are very temperate in eating and drinking, efpe-

cially in their liquor, which is wine diluted with wa-

ter. The vice, of all others held in greateil infamy

among them, is drunkennefs. The moil common
and favourite food is the olla ; a kind of hafh, com-
pofed of a great variety of '^^t'l^ and herbs. The wo-
men muft alfo have fweetmeats, and chocolate, or they

lead the hufband but an uneafy life.

The
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The female fex very earlyjn life are deemed mar-

riao-eable ; twelve years is generally reckon'd a proper

age. I faw a girl, who was not above eleven, and was

to be married in a few days ; and flie had even com-

pelled her bridegroom to it by a procels. The daugh-

ters, from the time they become marriageble being

oblio-ed to live apart with the women, without being

vifired from the other fex, their defires are, by this

precaution, commonly fo inflamed, that when they

imagine their parents purpofely avoid bringing them

into the company of men beyond the reafonable time,

they begin to look out for themfelves ; and having

through the lattices of the balcony taken a view of

fome young fpark to their mind, they enter into an

epiftolary correfpondcnce with him ; and it is no un-

common thing for parents, after all their vigilance, to

fee a young man come openly, the bipop being with

him, and take the girl out of the houfe, and imme-

diately marry her. And thus a genteel libertine often

obtains an advantageous match.

Th e r e is nothing the Spaniards have fuch a dread

of as cuckoldom. To call any of them Cornudo is the

greateft affront that can be offered him, and which he

rarely fuffers to pafs unrevenged. A woman difco-

vered by her huiband in a tranfgreffion of this nature,

muft expedt the fiibello, or foifon •, yet in the whole

world there is not a country vv'here that forbidden fruit

is more frequently gathered. To fuch a degree do the

Spaniards dread being cornuted^ that they have an aver-

fion even againft touching any kind of horns. Not
loner ago advice was brought to the governor of Cadiz,

of a fmuggling bark richly laden, and ready to fail

the next tide -, he immediately haflened to the place,

and uncovering the precious commodities found no-

thing but a heap of horns, the exportation of which is a

common trade in that city. His excellency's imprudent

rage on the compliments paid him for this rich feizure,

only ferved to increafe the mirth of thofe who love

to
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to fee their fuperiors brought in fome refpeds to a

level with themfelves.

Th e greateft dehght of perfons of rank is in their

tournaments and bull-fights. Indeed, I queftion whe-
ther there is a nation in the whole world fo infatuated

with publick fpe61:acles, and efpecialiy thefe bull-fights,

as the Spaniards ; fo that it is no uncommon thing among
the lower clafs to fquander away their whole ftock ot

money, in hiring a place, from whence, during a few
hours, they may be eafy fpedators of one of thefe

fights, A Spaniard is feldom feen in any laborious

trade or calling •, and this rather from their innate

pride than floth. The Moorifh and Turkilh llaves

perform every kind of drudgery. To thefe alfo may
be added great numbers of Genoefe, who are very alert

in whatfoever they are employed.

For domeflick fervices the Spaniards make ufe of

Negroes, efpecialiy Negreffes, who (Very often have

the good fortune of pleafing their mafters, and henc6

it is that we meet with fo many Mulattoes and Creols

among the Spaniards ; though otherwife indeed their

coloCjr ftrongly inclines to the yellow. Some make
advantage of their Negroes by all kind of labour;

but at Cadiz chiefly by carrying perfons or goods to

or from the fhipping, it not being liere as in Holland,

where the largeil veflels can come along fide of the

quays in the middle of the city. The Spanifh ladies

in their vifits are drelfed in the utmofl fplendor and
richnefs. Inftead of chairs they fit on handfome cu-

fhions laid on the floor. They are great lOvers of
flowers, but have neither gardens, nor any kind of
Ikill to cultivate them. They are fond of hearing

and reading plays ; alfo of adling them in parties ; of
walking abroad, or riding in their glittering Caros

drawn by mules, thefe creatures and afies being gene-
rally ufed in all kinds of work, and horfes for riding.

vConcerning the mifchievous temper of the former,
' Vol. I. C the)7



1 8 Travels through part of Europe,

they have a common proverb, l^'ake care of the fore-

part of the women, and the hindpcrt of the mules.

CHAP. III.

Continuation ofour 'voyagefrom Cadiz to Alicant
ajid Leghorn.

AF T E R a month's ftay at Cadiz we departed,

and with a frefli breeze failed through the

Streights of Gibraltar, where we had a view of the

African Coafl, and of the town of Ceuta. Both fides

are full of high and Ileep mountains, and vail rocks.

The whole Spanifh coaft, along v/hich we failed, ex-

hibits the like appearance. The wind in this pajGTage

held fo fair, that in fixteen days we came to an anchor

before Alicant.

Alicant is a confiderable fea-port in the kingdom
of Valencia, at the foot of a high mountain, on the

fummit of which ftands a remarkable ilrong caftle

commanding both the city and the bay. This caftle is

indeed an ancient ftru6t:ure, yet as far as the difpoiition

©f the mountain would allow of, pretty regular, and

lias convenient barracks for a great number of foldiers.

It is confecrated to St Barbara, whofe church we alfo

afterwards faw. But there are now only a few foldiers

kept in it. On the declivity hangs, in a threatning

manner, a vaft fragment of a rock, on account of

which a mafs is daily faid in St Barbara's church in the

caftle, that it may not fall, as feveral houfes, muft by

fuch an accident, be cruftied to atoms. From the bay

we had a fight of a tower, built at the extremity of

this mountain, immediately under the caftle, ferving

as a land-mark, in order to chufe a place convenient

for anchoring.

AlicanTj
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Alicant, with it's fuburbs, takes up a pretty

large fpace ; and it's circuit is about a league and a

halt. Towards the fea it has a mole for the conveni-

ency of landing in boats and fmall veflels. At a little

diftance is a baftion, which commands a confiderable

part of the bay, in order to hinder an enemy from
landing. This was built after the year 1692, when
the French bombarded the city for denying their fleet

refrefhments : and the melancholy effects of this bom-
bardment are itill confpicuous in the ruins of houfes,

though froiu time to time they have been rebuilding.

The houfes and edifices here are of a more compad:
and durable Hone than at Cadiz. And the moun-
tains abounding with quarries of it they accordingly

make a better appearance. The churches, however,

are very far from being objedis of curiofity, but

are rather fmali, and the decorations mean. The
largefl and befr is that of St Nicolas •, yet here are ve-

ry few fcatues or paintings. The only thing worth

feeing here, is a fuperb altar, and a feparate choir

over againft it. This church faffercd by a bomb
which iell into it, as another did into the caftle.

Tile mod remarkable of the other ecclefiaftical build-

ings are the churcnes and convents of the Augu-
ftines, Carmelites, Capuchin-Nuns, Francifcans, &c.

Here is alfo an hoipital, a prifon, a fifh and green

market.

A gre.hT ornament and conveniency to the city

are feme publick fountains, con-inually playing. With-

out the city is a moft beautiful profped, extending as

far as the eye can reach, and terminated by mountains

of a prodigious height. The valleys near the city, to

which i v/as obliged to confine my walks, are extreme-

ly pleafa^it and fruitful, every where variegated with

feats, tarm-houfes, vine; and olive-yards, with orch-

ards of almonds and fig-trees, though not many of

the latter. Eie^anc gardens are alfo feen here, where

C 2 the
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the eye is regaled with both kinds of orange-trees,

citrons, cypreffes, &:c.

This country affords excellent Spanifh wines:

the vin tinto^ mufcadel wine, and the like, greatly

leffen our admiration of Rhenifh and French wines.

I have feen rolemary growing wild in the valleys, and

on rifing grounds, as plentiful as heath in my own
country. In this city, and up the country, are made
very beautiful floor matting •, but otherwife it's trade

is very much inferior to that of Cadiz. Moft Eu-
ropean nations, however, have a conful here.

Round Alicant are a great number of churches,

convents, and chapels •, but none lb celebrated as the

convent and church of Santa Fez, v-zhich flands in

one of the largeft, and moft fertile valleys. Here is

Jfhewn the original napkin that was bound about the

head of our Saviour, and on which is faid to be feen

the imprefllon of his face. A tradition is current here,

that a certain monk in his ferm^on, holding out to the

people this original napkin, and being at a lofs for

iiifficient proofs of it's being genuine, he lift up his

eyes, and together with all the audience, faw two
handkerchiefs, one after the other, defcend from hea-

ven, perfectly refembling the napkin in his hand, fo

that there was no need of any further proof.

Innumerable miracles are alfo attributed to

this relick, and moft of the vows and offerings

here are made to it. The revenues of the convent

are very confiderable, and handfomely maintain fe-

venty nuns, with ten or twelve regulars of the other

fex. In a great want of rain the Santa Fez is carried

'about in a folemn proceffion. In a word, Santa Fez
^is the greateft faint of Alicant and the neighbouring

country. As to other particulars, what I have faid be-

fore ot the maniiers of the Spaniards is alfo applicable

here.

On the eighth of March we left this city, and put

to fea with an unfcttled wind j fometimes we made
the
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the continent, which is very mountainous, then again

the iilands of Yvica, Majorca, and Minorca, which are

aJlb high land, refembling the former. Betwixt the

ifland of Minorca, and the gulph of Lyons in Narbonne
we lay floating a full fortnight by contrary winds, which

at laft turn'd to a violent ftbrm, and lafted forty -eight

hours, and difperfed our fhips ; however, within three

or four days we had the pleafure of fafely meeting

again together. The fame difafter befel us betwixt the

illand ot Corficaand the gulph of Genoa-, but the latter

ftorm was not quite fo violent, indeed, as the former.

Thus we continued a fortnight, tolled about with op-

pofite winds, fometimes driving us towards the coaft

of Corfica, where we, with wonder, faw the fnow ly-

ins; on the futnmits of the mountains above the clouds.

Another time we were carried towards the coafts or

Provence and Piedmont, where, at a diftance, we faw

the towns of Nice, Villa Franca, Monaco, and others.

At laft, early in the morning, on the ninth of April,

the wind fhifted in our favour, and we failed by the

iflands of Capraia and Gorgona, and the fame day at

noon, along a fand. bank and a ridge of rocks, fome

above, and others under water -, but the fea beating

over them, we arrived fafely in Leghorn road. This

fand-bank is called Malhora, and projeds to a great

length tranfverfely before the road, and ferves as a

kind of defence for the fhips againft the fea, except in

a gale at S. S. W. This Malhora is about a -league

from Leghorn, and has on it a lighthoufe, which is $

very great conveniency to fliilors.

We immediately went alhore to obtain •pratica\

that is, permifTion to come within the town, ftaying,

in the mean time, in a kind of a lobby joining to the

-pratic-houfe^ where the board of health were met, and

the Under-Conful of the Dutch nation attended. Our
captains having produced tJie certificates of health,

which they had taken out at Alicant, this gentleman

fei)t a perfon on beard ^ach fliip, on whole re--'

C 3 turn.
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turn, and making a report, we were allowed frU'

iica.

It happened to be Good-Friday j and this gave us an

opportunity of feeing, in the evening, the proceinpn

of the Greeks, which was pretty numerous, and con-

fifted both of old and young. They v/ere all maiked,

had jfhirts on, but with their backs cxpofed •, and very

foundly beat themfeIves with fcourges, efpecially when
they obferved wc took notice oi them, every ftroke

drawing blood. Others dragg'd along wooden croiTes,

faften'd by iron chains to their naked feet j and every

one fhewed his fympathy with the occafion of the day

to the utmoit of his power. They were accompanied

by many ecclefiafticks, carrying llreamers and v/ax-

lights ; and in this manner they marched flowly to-

wards the Greek church. The evening beiore this

great procefiion was performed great numbers joined

with the Greeks. The day follovv'ing, being iaturday,

all the bells, which had been filent on the friday, were

heard as ufual •, the publick cannon alfo were fired ;

and in the city particular perfons play'd oif fire-works

in commemoration of the refurredion of our Saviour.

In the mean time, I was not a little furprized to fee

them begin fo very early •, and it was not 'till then that

our convoy's falute was return'd by the caftle, as on
the day of our arrival no guns were fufiered to be fired

within the city.

Leg HOP. N, by the Italians, called Livorno^ m
Latin Lihurnumy alfo partus Herculis^ and furnamed

Forte, is a modern city, and owes it's increafe to

the decay of Pifa. It is regularly fortified, and ex-

tremely well fituated for commerce. The ftreets are

broad and flraight, the houfes handfome, and the out-

fides of moft of them painted ; efpecially all the old

ones.

The town is a full league in qircuir, including the

new addition, called Venetia Nova, v/hich before was

covered with water, but now is inclofed and fecured by
Dykes.
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dykes. It has canals running through it with ftone

and marble bridges over them ; and many large and
fightly hoLifes. The ftreets, of courfe, are kept

clean, and without the town are fome regular fortifi-

cations. This part of the town is called Venetia Nova^
trom it's being entirely furrounded with water.

In the way from the fea to the town lies the Mole,
where the fiiips ride behind a very ftrong wall. This
mole is nearly fquare, and is a moft beautiful and {late-

ly piece of work. There is a handfome walk, paved
with large flones, on each fide of the v/all, along the

mole; and likewife along the fca-fide, and even where
the fhips lie. This mole forms the outfide of the har-

bour ; and on the wall, which is licre much higher

than it is fartlier out, are the following infcriptions

:

I^ERDINANDUS MEDICS? MAGNUS DUX E^RURL^,
Anno lalutis MDCX.

And within two pannels,

• Cofmus III. M. D. Etr. VI.

JEdes Salanas a Ferd. I. Proavo fuo conditas

• Auda a fe munitaque Urbe
Laxiores ut eflent, magnificentiorefque,

A fundamentis erexit

A. S. CI3 I3C XCY

Andjuftbyit,

Hue Mercatores alacres advolate.

Hie facer Annonse copiasque locus

Commoditate ac decore vos allicit

Atque hifce in xdibus habitans

Comiter invitat Etrufca felicitas

C 4
' Th|
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The harbour is very well contrived, and divided,

as it were, into an inward and outward bafon, for

about the centre the fides almoft join, leaving a fuf-

ficient fpace for fhips to go in and out. Within lie

the Great Duke's galleys ; and on the town fide are

the fo much celebrated brafs ftatues, reprefenting,

under the appearance of four flaves a father and his

three fons, who undertook to deftroy the city. Above
them, on a pedeftal, ftands a llatue of the Duke.
The execution is truly admirable, the fliackled flaves,

efpecially, have as much of life as it is poflible tor

human flkill to convey. Along this harbour the Duke's

flaves have alfo their huts, where fome keep little

fhops i others are barbers •, and many of them within

the town keep coftee-houfes.

But the common manfion for their flaves is //

Bagni^ within the town. The outward wall of

thic building is covered v/ith portraits of faints,

done by a flave, who was rewarded with his liberty.

Within are the wards where the flaves live j and up
flairs is the infirmary for the fick. I1ie Turks have

their wards apart from thofe of the Chriftians. And
one cannot fufficiently admire the regularity, cleanli-

nefs, &c. which appears in every thing belonging to

this place. Above Hairs is alfo a laboratory, and a

chapel. At our coming down w^e were faluted by ten

trumpeters, who were flaves, but very good perform-

ers, and did not Ipare their breath on the occafion.

Leghorn has feveral handfome churches. The
proflitutes have one peculiar to themfelves -, and mufl
not prefume to enter into any other. 1 hef? wo-
men enjoy a full toleration, live in particular flreets,

and follow their occupation with the utmoil freedom.

However, at this time Ibme of them were under con-

finement, for having, contrary to law, finned in Paf-

lion-Week ; and of thefc the more hardened were ba-

jmifhed. The Jews alfo enjoy a full liberty of trading,

but they muft be careful not to have any intrigue with

a Chri(tiai>
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a Chriftian woman. Some make their number to

amount to 18000 : That they are very numerous
is evident. Without the town, towards the fea, are

two Lazarettas, or infirmaries, of which, one is ufed

in time of publick pellilence, and the other is open
at all times for foreigners coming trom the Archipe-

lago, or other parts of Turkey.

The mountain lying about a German mile diftance

from the town is called Monte Negro^ probably from
it's black appearance. There refides the protedrefs of
Leghorn, termed Md Donna de Monte Negro, being

a miraculous image found by a lliepherd on the fea

fhore. Tradition lays, that Ihe fpoke to him, dired:-

ing him to carry her up to this mountain, with an ex-

prefs injunftion to build a chapel there for her. If

this Ala Donna has performed half the miracles afcri-

bed to her, fhe very well deferves the folemnity of

worlhip paid to her. Without the town are the burial

places of the Jews and Proteftant nations ; but the

Dutch have walled in theirs, and made a very pretty

garden of it, which is called the Natie-thiun, or the

nation's garden ; but this was not accomplifhed with-

out great expence and difficulty. However, within

the town foreign nations cannot complain of being re-

Itrained in their privileges ; and in lupport of them,

every one of their confuls has over his door the arms
of his fovereign or mafter. But freedom of publick

worfhip is denied to all. The houfes on the great

market - place have beautiful piazzas before them,

which are very convenient walks. As our Ihip was
to flay three weeks at Leghorn, I took the opportu-

nity of making a little tour up the country, to fee

Pifa, Florence, and my favourite republick of

Lucca.

CHAP.
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CHAP. IV.

Account of Visa i Lucca, Pistoja, Florence,
Fresole, &c.

I
WENT by land from Leghorn to Pifa through a

moft delightful wood, confifting of cork-trees,

oaks, and myrtles. The Duke has in it a park for all

kinds of game, with a great number of buffaloes.

On the other fide of the wood I was defired to obferve

a church, whither St Peter being then out a fifliing,

v/as driven by florm, and made faft his bark : I fup-

pofe this happened after he was Pope of Rome ; at

prefent, however, the place is certainly too far from the

fea for fuch an adventure.

Two hours ride through this pleafant road brought

us to

Pisa, which is the fecond city of Tufcany, and be-

fore the lofs of it's liberty maintain'd an inflexible op-

pohtion againll the houfe of Medicis. At prefent it's

former lultre is quite obfcured, and trade and bufmefs

are at fo low an ebb that grafs grov/s in the ftreets.

Pisa, however, is an Archbiflioprick, and has an

univerfity, where. the celebrated Gronovius v/as for

fome time a profefTor. The knights of the order of

St Stephen, inftituted by Cofmus I. in 1561. refide

here ; part of their duty is to fay daily one hundred
Pater nofiers, and as many Ave Marias j fometimes
even double that number.

' The cathedral which is built in the fhape of a crofs,

is a very grand ftrufture. The doors are of brafs,

with fuch bajfo relievos of various hiftories, as cannot

be viewed without aftonifhment, though the work-
manfhip is not equal throughout. I was told what
I had elfewhere heard, that Ferdinand I. bought
one of them from Jerufalem ; which I conclude to

be



Aiia Minor, the Archipelago, &c. 27

be faid with a clefigii of uniting fandlity with art.

The high altar is truly magnificent, lupported on each

fide with pillars oi porphyry. There is alfo a taber-

nacle of filver, Oi Vv'hicn it riiay be Ikkl materiam fu-
-perahat ofus ; very large fiiver-candkfticks \ and a

pulpit of porphyry, of which are alfo the main pillars

of the buiiding, thirteen on each fide. Ihe moft fa-

mous rclicks in this church are, tlie head and a hand
of St Bartholomew •, and the head of St Chryfoftom,

with a view of which the pubiick is favour'd every

funday. This grand ftriidure is both within and with-

out cover'd with marble ol ditferent colours. Oppo-
fite to it is the baptiftery, built in the form oi a dome,
very beautiful and mt:gniiicent \ and like the cathedral,

within and without incrufLatcd with marble. Near the

water is a fpacious ibnt entirely of marble. In it is

the confecrated baptilhial v/ater, which ihey fay never

corrupts. Round it are a fort ot nitches or troughs for

lK)lQing the children •, and near it is a pulpit- refting

on feven pillars of granet, but the eccho is fo loud,

and, withal, lafts fo long, that 1 believe preaching in

it would be to httlc purpofe.

On the fame fide of thefe two edifices is the Campo
Santo, called alfo Noah's ark, being the burial-place

oi Pifa : It is a fquare piazza, 190 paces in length,

66 in breadth, and every whf^re paved with tomb-
ftones, none of which are without infcriptions ; I ihali

infert one of them :

Fac Letus Leto

Le5fe Lethalia L^edas

Which words, the perfon, v^ho lies buried under th'is

Hone, is faid to have v.ttered at the time ot his depar-

ture. The wall is every where painted with Scripture

hiftories, together with the four laft things ; all in-

comparable pieces, but the plaifter now begins to fcale

and
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and drop off. The artift was the celebrated Benotius,

who lies buried there, with this infcription.

Benotius Sepukus A. S.

MCCCCLXXVIII.

And on the fide are thefe lines.

^id fpe5las 'uohicres^ pifees, i^ moyiflra ferantm,

Et virides fylvas, athereafque domos.

Et pueros, juvcnes, matres, canofque parentes,

^is femper vivum fpirat in ore decus ?

Non hac tarn variis finxit fimilicra figuris

Natura ingenio f^tihus apta fuo

:

Efi opus artificis, pinxit viva ora Benofus,

O fuperi vivos fundite in orafones.

They have a tradition here, that the earth in the

coemetery was in the year 1228 brought from Jerufa-

lem in 24 galleys, from whence it has received the

appellation of Campo Santo.

Besides thefe buildings, here is alfo the famous
leaning tower in the form of a cylinder, 180 feet

high ; the outfide is covered with marble of different

colours, befides other embellifhments. The afcent up
it is by 293 ffeps. Round it, at certain diftances, are

eight galleries.

The fpeftator is at firft apt to be feized with an

apprehenfion of it's falling on him -, and the opinions

concerning it's inclination are various : fome have ima-

gined it a deceptio vifus, owing to the admirable fkill

of the architect ; but this is manifeftly a miftake, fe-

veral travellers having plumb'd it. The mod proba-

ble conjedlure is, that the foundation, or ground,

gave way in the building of the tower, yet the artift,

inftead of difcontinuing his work, by an original con-

trivance, went through with it, and made a compleat

tower, though leaning.

The
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The air of Piia is accounted unhealthy, by reafon

of the moralTes in the neighbourhood, though polTi-

bly this may alfo proceed trom it's decay and loneli-

nefs. The water, however, which comes trom the

mountains is allowed to be very wholefome ; it is alfo

of an extraordinary lightnefs. Through the city of
Pifa runs the river Arno^ which divides it into two
parts nearly equal •, and befides wooden bridges, has a

moft ftately one of ftone. The harbour towards the

iea, which was formerly of excellent ufe, is now in a

great meafure choak'd up with fand, and impradlica-

blc to any fliips of large burthen. However, in cafe

of necefllty, the galleys built in the city can put to

fea. Here is alfo an inland canal between Leghorn and
Pifa. This city, when a republick, is faid to have
been four times as large as it now appears : it may, at

preient, eafily be walked round in three hours.

From Pifa I went to Lucca, through a very fine

country of vineyards, oliveyards, corn fields, &c.
In coming out of the Tufcan territories into thofe of

Lucca, there is a vifible, I may fay, a total change,

in the appearance of the men, houfes, and country.

Hie arrident omnia. And the traveller is filled with

pleafure at the affluence and chearfulnefs he fees every

where around him.

Lucca is a fmall republick, yet hitherto has pre-

ferved it's liberty, though on the land-fide it is every

where hemm'd in by the dominions of the Great Duke.
The city, which is not above an hour's walk in cir-

cuit, has three gates, and it's fortifications, which,

befides a very ftrong wall, confift of thirteen regular ba-

llions, are all kept in the greatefV neatnefs, with moats
and outworks ; but of no great importance, and ferve

rather for orriaments, than defence. The moats, be-

fides, are dry, and over-grown with grafs, though in

the middle runs a little ditch, communicating with

an aquedudl, by which in cafe of neceffity, they

fnay be filled. I was alfo told, that the Great Dukd
could
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could lay all the country of Lucca under water.

Formerly the Arno ran clofe by the city, now it

is two or three miles diftant, which is attributed to

a gracious miracle of St Tredian, at a time when it's

extraordinary fwellings threaten'd the ruin of the

city.

Luce A, in proportion to it's bignefs, is very po- -

puious, and a place ot confiderabie trade •, and befides

many handfome houfes, does not want for fuch build-

ings as in Italy are called palaces. In the cathedral is

the chapel of San Volto, or the holy image, being, ac-

cording to the tradition, a crucifix, begun by Nico-

demus, and finiflied by angels. The miracles afcri-

bed to it are few, but of a moil extraordinary natures

In the palace I alfo faw the arlenal, containing, indeed,

a coUeftion of arms, but moftly old fafhioned. I loft

the opportunity of feeing the palace by an idle pride

of our company, who refufed to deliver up their

fwords.

In this palace the Gonfaloniere, or Doge, of the re-

publick holds his court, under the title of excellency

;

but his government lafts only two months, during

which time his expences are defray'd by the publick,

though it is not till after fix years, that he becomes ca-

pable of being chofen again. He has nine counfellors,

called Anziani, who have a table and lodging found

them in the palace, but their families remain at their

private houfes. This fmall city has likewife a coun-

cil of 240 noblemen, who divide the year, one half

of them being alternately in office. Thus Lucca is an

ariftocracy, and under the protection of the emperor.

The neighbouring country is moft delightfully varie-

gated with moft elegant villas and palaces of the no-

bility.'

From Lucca we went to Florence^ paffing through

Pifioja, a city larger than Lucca, with broad and ftrait

ftreets, but very thin of inhabitants, poor, and of a

wretched appearance i which is owing to the lofs of
it's
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it's liberty, having before made a confiderable figure.

It is noted for being the birth-place of the two bro-

thers, from whom the Guelphi and Gibelini^ which
formerly caufed fuch convulfions in Italy, and other

countries, derive their name. The country about

Pijioja is very fruitful, and finely cultivated and plant-

ed, as it is all along from Lucca to Florence \ and
the nearer to Florence the more fruitful. He muft be

very phlegmatick indeed, who can view without rap-

ture, the eminences, and little hills improved to the

greateft advantage, and beautifully intermixed with

villages and feats. Lucca is twenty Italian miles from
Pijioja •, and the latter lies at the lame diftance from
Florence.

In our way the poftillions fliow'd us a little ruined

town on a hill, v/hich they called Viturino, telling us

that the inhabitants were once on a fudden obliged to

abandon it to ferpents, fnakes, adders, and other veno-

mous reptiles ; of which it flill continues to be the

haunt. Two Italian miles farther we came to a feat

of the Great Duke's, called Poggio Caj-ano^ from it's

fituation on a hill. It is richly furniflied, and the

paintings extremely curious. The houfe is furround-

ed with an ancient ftone colonade, but adds no beau-

ty to the ftrudiure ; and without is a thick wall enclo-

fing the whole, by way of terrace, for walking, and

from whence there is a beautiful profped of

Florence, the capital of Tufcany, an archbi-

llioprick, and form-erly the refidence of the Great Duke.
It lies on the banks ot the river Arno^ in the form of

an amphitheatre, was known above i 6go years ago, and
the ftreets communicate by means of four beautiful ftone

bridges. The city walls, and many of the houfes,

arc built of a fort of ftone, which, from it's hardnefs,

is called ^/V^r^ /(?/'/(?, dug in the neighbourhood. The
city is of a form nearly circular, and lies in the moll:

fertile and delightful valley I ever faw in any part of my
travels. It has nine gates, and contains 8 80Q houfes,

and
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and 60000 fouls. It's churches amount to 182, be-

iides 80 convents, 22 hofpitals, or almfhoufes, like-

wife 80 confraireries, 18 halls of companies, 72 courts

of juftice, 6 columns, 2 pyramids, 17 markets, 7

fountains, and 1 60 publick ftatues.

The cathedral called Santa Maria del Fiore^ is a

moll fuperb building -, the outfide cover'd with white,

black, and red marble ; the pavement, on the infide,

is of the fame beautiful materials, befides the ilately

pillars by which it is fupported ; and the furniture

and ornaments are of an aftonifhing fplendor. It was

begun in the year 1294, while Florence was a repub-

lick, and in the height of it's profperity, Arnulpho de

Cambio being the archited, though the cupola, which

was not added 'till fome time after, is the work of

Philippo di fer Brunalefchi. In this church are fhewn

a great number of relicks highly reverenced j as pieces

of Mofes and Aaron's rods ; fome Hones of the holy

fepulchre •, a fragment of the crofs ; a thorn of the

crown ; flips of the fcarlet robe •, the reed ; the pillar

at which our Saviour was fcourged ; the bones of

John the baptifl ; as likewife, of St Peter ; a piece of

the chain with wliich he was bound in prifon -, re-

licks of St Paul ; of James the fon of Zebedee ; and

many others.

However this church cannot boaft of many

ftatues j behind the great altar fland Adam and Eve^

the woman fomething larger than the man. Here is

alfo an equeftrian ftatue of a heroe and the horfe, fet-

tino" forward one of his fore-feet, but the two hinder

on the pedeftal, which fufficiently fhows the fkill of

the artift in the motion of a horfe. The frontif-

piece over the great door is not finilhed. The tower

near it is 180 feet in height, fquare, and inlaid with

red, white, and black marble -, it is alfo decorated with

a great number of ftatues, fome ot which are greatly

efteemed, particularly the Zuccone, or the bald-headed

man, by Bomtello, Not far from it is the baptiftry, in

the
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the form of a dome, faid to be the very finefl of the

kind. In the time of Paganifm it is fuppofed to have

been a temple of Mars, but is now dedicated Co St John
the Baptifb. Ic is pretty full of ftatues, and on the

pavement, among other lines, are the following :

^am fuperat domus hac tarn vates ipfe Johannes

Formofum temphim Jimilis dotnus eft fibi nulla

Dejlruei banc ignis dum fccula cun£fa peribunt.

On the ceiling alfo is the following fample of Mon-
kifh poetry, in the age of barbarifm.

Annus Papa tihi nonus currehat honori

Ac Frederice tuo quintus rnonarcha decora

Viginti quinque Chrifti cum mille ducentis

tempera currehant per fecula ciin5la manentis

Hoc opus incepit lux Maji tunc duodena

^lod Domini noftri confervet gratia plena.

San^i Frandfcifrater fuit hoc operatus

Jacobus in tali pr^ cun^is arte probatus -.

This church has alfo three brafs doors, on which

feverai hiftories of the holy Scriptures, and others, are

reprefented in baffo relievo^ of incomparable workman-
fhip, like thofe of the cathedral church o^ Pi/a. Two
of them are accounted fo very excellent, that the ce-

lebrated Michael AngelOy than whom there could not

be a better judge, declared them fit to be the gates of

Paradife.

Dum cernit valvas aurato ex cere nitentes

In templo Michael Angelus ohftupuit^

Attonitufqiie diu f,c aha filentia rupit^

divinum opus ! O Janua digna polo t

Our curiofity was highly entertained in the church

itfelf, efpecialiy in the chapel of St Laurence, which

Vol. I, D 15
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is an incomparable piece, but not yet finifhed, though

it has been begun above a hundred years, and polTibly

may take up llich another term ; for though a great

number of hands are employed in it, no confiderable

progrefs is perceived in the work. It is defigned for

the burial-place of all the Great Dukes, whofe ftatues

are to be placed in niches, with a cufhion, crown,

&c. at their he^, and the name beneath, with proper

infcriptions ; the whole to be performed with all kinds

of valuable gems, of which we fee an aftonifiiing num-
ber, placed with admirable fkill, and variegated in the

moft beautiful manner •, betwixt each tomb are alfo the

arms and names of the cities of Tufcany.

Un d e r. this chapel is a vault, which is properly

the burial-place. Here we faw a crucifix between two
ftatues, both very beautiful ; but the exprefiion of

that reprefenting Griefs is really aftonifliing : they are

the work of Michael Angelo, and are to be placed in

the chapel, as foon as that ftru6lure is finifhed. We
alio law a mofl magnificent altar, and the tabernacle

'defigned for it, in another place, where fome hands

were at work on it.

Here is alio a library chiefly confiding of manu-
icripts of the greateft value. Yet by what I could

•bbferve, the ecclefiafticks are not folicitous about con-

fulting them.

The Annunciata, farnous for a curious image of

the Virgin Mary is locked up; and the Great Duke is

faid to keep the key himfelf. I obferved that this church

is frequented with great devotion by the quality of

both fexes, pofllbly tor an auipicious meflage concern-

ing matrimonial afi^airs. However, one cannot with-

out ailonilhm.ent behold the fplendor and multitude

of all kinds of coftly utenfils and veflments.

Florence is alfo adorned with feveral fuperb pa-

laces. The Great Duke keeps his court in that called

Pitti, from it's having been built by the Pitti family,

who, when this city enjoyed it's Liberty, were nobles

and
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and citizens of Florence •, the front of it is of a confi-

derabk length, and has tliree galleries over each other;

but does not, from it's fituation, rnake a grand ap-

pearance. However it is reported, that fome of the

houfes, which at prefent lland before it, will be pul-

led down. At the entrance ftand the guard of Swit-

zers'j and within is a quadrangle with a gallery iri

front, and on the two fides.' Under the front-gallery

is a magnet of a prodigious fize, in the form of a

wafliing-tub : and though it has been burnt, in order

to lefien it's attra6tive virtue, v;hich is faid to have

loofen'd the iron-work of the neighbouring parts of

the palace, it ftili gives fufficient proofs of it's being

a loadftone. Oppofite to this firft gallery, is a foun-

tain continually playing, though it's molt agreeable

effedl is, that it freihens the air. Round the bafon

of this fountain, are feveral ftatues ; and likewife iri

the avenue to it. A mule, in commemoration of it*s

great fervices in building ihis palace, has alfo a ftatue

here, with this diftich under it,

Le^icam lapides & marmora, Ugna^ columttas

Fexit, conduxit, traxit ^ ijta tuliL

We afterwards faw the infide of the palace, the

apartments of the Great Duke, thofe of the princes,

and others, all furniihed with that delicacy and mag-
nificence, which might be expedled from a prince

whofe generofity is equal to his wealth. We alfo vi-

fited the Duke's library, which has abundance of ar-

ticles very well worth obferving-, as Tutkifh letters,

written to the Great Duke, and other fcientifical and

philofophical manufcripts ; and particularly, the origi-

nal of the council of Trent.

Th e Proteftant books were all lock'd up from pub-

lick view, purfuant to a bull iffued for that purpofe.

\Vc w?rq here Ihewn a chair, call'd Sedia Volante^ 'in

D 2 which
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which the Duke, by certain fprings, is broug.ht up
from the library, and goes down again at pleafure.

We alio faw on an eminence near the palace, the

Great Duke's treafury, which befides being lurround-

ed by a wail, is in fome meafure fortified. We were
told, that the lock of this treafury was fo contrived,

that were a perfon to attempt to open it with a key^

hisdefign would be immediately fruftrated by a bullet-,

which mufl be a curious piece of machinery.

Not far from hence is a round infulated garden in

a fmall lake, and in the centre of it a fountain decora-

ted with fine marble ftatues. The iQand itfelf is alio

planted with all kinds of fruit-trees and flowers. The
water-works play in different lorms, not only with-

in the iron- work with which the lake is furrounded,

but likewife without and againft the door, and on the

bridge leading to the ifland. Betwixt this garden and
the palace is a moft delicious grove, with vifto's and
alleys ; in fome places embelliflied with all the inven-

tions of art ; in others growing in a wild luxuriancy

;

and both intermixed with flatues •, through this walk
we afcended to the caftle.

But in my opinion, Florence affords nothing fo

curious and worthy admiration, as the gallery of an-

^tiquities and curiofities, which have been collc6led

with fuch care, judgment and expence. Many books
have been expreisly written on this fubjeft, tlwt an exact

account would greatly exceed my limits ; befides, one
curfory view rather confounds the mind by the mul-
titude of the objefts, tlian enables it to give a regular

defcription of them. All I fliall fay of it is, that it

confills of two long rooms, communicating with each

other
i .and both fides filled with ancient Itatues, bu-

llous, and paintings. I alfo obferved, that in many
of the bufto's the head was faften'd to the neck or

bread. 1 was told, that the heads were in tlic night-

time, not without the privity of the Duke, taken off

the
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the publick ftatues of Rome. I was particularly ta-

ken with a brafs ftatue brought hither from Delphos,

and laid to have adled the part of an oracle there, and

delivered predidions. On the pcdeftal, which is alfo

/Ot brafs, are thcfe words :

Ul potui, hue

Veni^

Delphis et

Fratre Relicio.

I ALSO took notice of ,an unfinifhed bufto of Bru-

tus, who headed the alTairms of Cfefar ; the reafon

for it's not being finilhed, is an odd one

:

Bum Bruti effigiem

Sculptor de marmore ducity

In mentem fccleris

Venit^ y abjlinuit.

Here you fee the emperors of Rome, and other

illuftrious perionages of both fexes ; the heroes of

Greece -, and multitudes of gods and goddefles. Here
are alfo modern ftatues, even of our own times, as

that of the duchefs of Mazarine, who died in Eng-
land. On the fide of this gallery are feveral apart-

ments, containing an amazing quantity of all kinds of
curiofities. The firft, a collection of mafter-pieces in

painting •, being the portraits of thofe artifts who have

made the greateft figure in that fcience •, and moft of

them done by their own hands. In the fecond is a furpri-

zing variety of China ; and further on, another ohamr
ber full of admirable paintings, curious cabinets, and
tables.

In the mathematical chamber we faw two globes

of very extraordinary dimenfions •, and a magnet,

which, we were told, could lift fixty pounds ; but,

like the human fpecies, it feems, it's powers are con-

D 3 fiderably
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fiderably decay'd by age. In another chamber we
f^w an emerald, and two cabinets of amazing work-

manOiip •, one made at Augfbiirg, was a prefent from

the Emperor, and was decor-ated with a multitude of

little images of yellow and white amber ; the other

"was made at Florence by a Dutchman of the n :?ne of

Vander Vin. Here alfo were tables inlaid with all

kinds of gems. But the chamber into which we were

next conduced muft be allowed to furpafs all the

others : it is crowded with all kinds of curiofities, an-

cient and modern, little images -, and among thefe

fome Lares -, admirable paintings, &;e. Here I alfo

had the pleafure of feeing a genuine piece of virgin

gold, as taken out of the mine •, likewife a model of

the diamond, fo much celebrated for it's largenefs

;

with a thoufPiiid other particulars. Among the mar-

ble ftatues, what moft raifed my admiration, were the

beautiful Venus, for it's excellence diftinguiflied by
the name of the Venus oi Medicis ; and the ilave, to

whom the difcovery of Catiline's confpiracy was ow-
ing.

We were led througli a pa'w-;.:c, which crofllng the

ftreet, joins, as it were, the gallery with the old pa-

lace. Here we were firft jQicwn the armory, which

indeed contains a great quantity or arms and weapons;

but rather for niow than fervicc, moll of them being

now grown out of ufe, though doubtlefs they coft

an immenfe fum.

They fliew you likewife a part of the plunder

from a Moo .'a princefs, who, in going from Tunis

to Conflantinople to be married, was taken by the

Great Duke's galleys, with all her riches and retinue.

The laft thing we iaw was the wardrobe \ a. fpacious.

room full of large deep chefts, with all I^inds of lur-

niture of filver and gold Here, among other things,

is fliewn the golden diadem with which was crowii'd

the firlt arch-duke of the houfe of Medicis. But the

moft valuable piece is an altar, though not compleat,

made
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made by Ferdinand I. and intended to be offered tcx

the Madonna di Loretto, in cafe he recovered from his

ficknefs ; but he dying before it was compleated, it

remained with the trealiires of the houfe of Medicis.

Flor ENCE has feveral magnificent palaces, as that

of Pandolforni^ Medici^ Riccardi, and others. That
I might have fome idea of their infide, I vifited that

of the Marquis de Riccardi. It is a fuperb flrudLire,

of large free ftone. But thofe on the outfide are

wrought in Tuch a manner, that though regular, they,

do not lie uniformly on each other, and hence have a

bold appearance. Within is a court with piazzas,

\Vhat I mofc wonder'd at, was two very regular wind-
ing itair-cafes leading up to the very top of the palace,

every part of which abounds with line paintings, fculp-

ture, and magnificent furniture, particularly in the

Guarda Rcha. Flere is alfo a gallery of paintings,

which every perfon ot tafte v;ill view with pleafure.

After this rich entertainment within the city, I

went to take a view of the country round about, the

whole of which has the appearance of a garden. On.
all fides, as far as the eye can reach, it is fo diverfied

with feats, palaces, farms, churches, and plantations'

of all kinds, that the whole valley in which Florence

ftands fcems to be a continued fuburb. In one of my
w^alks I vifited Frefole, which Hands on two hills.

This town, which was formerly powerful, and knowa
by the name of FefuU^ having for a long time made
head againft Florence, at laft funk under a fuperiority

of numbers, and was treated with ail the rigour of
war j v^hich to this day is not forgot at Frefole's yearly

fair, when he is fure to gain the greateft applaufc

who can rail moft againil the Florentines. To this

place you afcend up a pleafant paved ftrcet, with

houfes, palaces, and convents, on each fide. The
pavement is of flint, and the remarkable inequality of
the furface a proof, that anciently this road was much,
frequented. A% tlie top of the afcent are the ruins of

D 4 a wallj
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a wall, with which unqueflionably this place was an-

ciently furrounded.

I WALKED over both the eminences on v/hich the

city flood, but melancholy remains only met my eye.

Within the town, indeed, are fome paved (treets in

a tolerable condition •, but the inhabitants, as well as

their houfes, have all the appearance of a miferable

poverty. Betwixt thefe two hills (lands the cathedral,

which, after this defcription, cannot be fuppofed a

very fplendid one. On one of the hills alib Hands

a convent of reformed Francifcans. Here is alfo a fe-

minary of Dominicans. The Francifcans, in the gar-

den, have a Belvedere, which commands a ravifning

profped: of the delicious valley, the city, and the fer-

pentizing Arno. The hills on which Vrejole Hands are

very much excavated indifputably by the ancient in-

habitants i and I was told, of treafures being fome-

times found there. This is the place alfo, where the

grey flone, called Fietra fcrte, is dug, and the foil is

every where ftony. The air of Frefole is famed tor

it's falubrity, and therefore called Aria Fcfulana. It

affords alfo very good wine. Frefole is a bifhoprick,

with an annual income of 14.000 feudi. About five

or fix Italian miles beyond Frefole, on the road to Bo-

Icgna, is a feat of the Great Duke's, called Pratelino.

It is a houfe joining to a grove, having on every fide

very curious water-works. Befides the paintings, and

other rich furniture, here is a theatre larger than any

Florence affords, and very well-decorated ; and ac-

cordingly, this is the place where the Great Duke en-

tertains his court, with operas and other theatrical

pieces.

On the other fide of the city, at the diilance of

two fhort Italian miles, is another palace, or pleafure-

houfe, of the Great Duke's, called Poggio Imperiali.

From the c'ny to this palace is a plcafant regular

alley, lined on both fides with gardens and vineyards

:

and at the end of it is the houfe, with a court before

it.
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It, in the form of an amphitheatre, and embellifhed

with ftatues. Within the ftrudliire is aUb a quadran-

gular court with galleries The colledtion of paintings

here is magnificently great, and among them many
valuable pieces.

Without another of the city gates, by the fide

of the river Arno^ ftands a building belonging to the

Great Duke, amid ft the moft delightful rural im-
provements, called Le Cafine. It is reforted to for

eating frefli cream, latte fioreto^ or for drinking a

glafs of wine j and for the entertainment of the com-
pany, there is an houfe built on an eminence, the pro-

fpedt of which adds to the pleafure of the regale.

Here the Great Duke's horfes are alfo fometimes exer-

cifed, at the corfi, or horfe-races, which is a favourite

diverfion of the people.

CHAP. V.

Account of the famous Antonio Magliabechi j with

fome obfervations on the Tuscan imtioti i?i gene-

ral^ and of the Italians in particular.

IT would be improper to leave Florence without

taking notice of a perfon fufficiently known in the

republick of letters ; I mean the cekbrated Antonio

Magliabechi. I was recommended to him in a letter

from our famous Grsevius, which was alfo accompa-

nied with a parcel of books. When I came to his

houfe I was aftonilhed at a man who lived in fuch a fe-

queftered and philofophical manner. His lower rooms,

which did not exceed two or three, were crowded with

books, not only along the wainfcot, but alfo on the

floor, where they were piled up to a confiderable

jieight
i that there was not the leaft place for fitting

down.
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down, much lefs for walking, except along a narro#

pafTage leading from one room to the other.

I ALSO muft not forget, that the porch of his

houfe, which had a little covering over it, was, in

the fame manner every where Huffed with books, as

far as the projeding of the roof fecured them from

rain ; on my going up ftairs I found one fide of the

afcent, from the top to the bottom, lined with the

fame learned furniture. Nor were the upper chambers

exempted from the load. The perfon himfelf, accord-

ing to the cuftom of Florence, was dreffed in black,

with a waiilcoat reaching to his knees, with long and

wide breeches, and for his outward garment he had a

black cloak, which notwithftanding all it's patches,

was not without fome holes burnt in it. On his head

he had a large hat, and about his neck an ample band

in the Florentine fafliion, which was plentifully deco-

rated with fnuff, even to his waiftcoat and cloak. His

linen he ufed to wear 'till it fell to pieces. His waift-

coat fleeves were alfo large and open. On one arm he

carried a pan, in which was a conftant fire for warm-
ing his hands. His cloaths, indeed, wore the marks

of being too nearly connected with it. In fuch a drefs

this celebrated and efteemed man ot letters, eats on

his books, fleeps on his books, and lives among
them. When he goes abroad he makes no other ap-

pearance. All he lives upon is eggs, bread, and wa-

ter. I obferved fome eggs lying in a drawer, toge-

ther with fome fmall filver and gold coin. And it is

faid, that the fervants of the nobility and foreigners

who vifit him, fometimes have taken the liberty to flip

their hands among it. Thus this eminent fcholar

Ipends his whole time. Some of our company took

Up here and there a book, as they paffed along, and

though meerly trifling performances, yet he knew
every one by feeing the outfide only. He is librarian

to the Great Duke, and v/as complaifant in fliewing

us, not only the library under his care, but likewife

procured
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procured us the fight of fome others in the con-

vents. He rerufes to receive any part ot his falary,.

fo that the Great Duke is confiderably in arrears with

him.

He correfponds with great numbers of the learned

in all parts ol Europe , and foreigners or the higheft

diftindtion account it an honour, it, in their pailage

through Flortnce, they are permitted to vifit him.

He has not been known to go out of the city but

twice j once to Frefcle ; and once to the diftance of

ten miles -, and the laft v.as at the particular inftance of

the Great Duke. His ccurtcfy and politenefs to fo-

reigners is beyond example. He never fail'd to be
with me at my inn every morning, VN^hile I ibay'd at

Florence, convcrfing with the utmoft freedom and

candour, and ufmg the moft a(ied:ionate expreH^ons of;

friendfliip •, yet there was no prevailing on hiin to

take a meal with us, a difh of cotFee, or fomctimes a'

gkfs of wine, chearKiUy drank to the health of Mr
Graevius, were the utmofb we could obtain of him in

this refpedt. He was at that time about fixty years

of age.

From the worthy MagUahedn let us proceed to the

Tufcan nation in general. When I came to Leghorn,

the fight of the people drefled in the French modes,

made me almoll imagine ray fell in m^y native coun-

try -, and the more fo, as the Spanilh drefs, and man-
ner of living, were ftiil frefh in my memory.

. iNf thefe parts, both in the country and the towns,

Omhrilli^ as the Italiaiis call them, are in great vogue

;

and thofe of Florence are famed for their goodnefs

;

every one ufes them as a defence againft the rain, and

even when riding on horfeback in the country : The
very peafants are not wdthout them. In thele towns

it is not unfrequent to fee (as I have already obferved

of the Spanili) ecclefiafticks, walking the ilreets, or

fitting in their houfes, in fpedacles, a fight that can-

not
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not fail of infpiring contempt at the affedation of fo

much laborious ftudy.

At Leghorn I faw a fpecimen of the manner of

courtfliip among the vulgar ; the lover, with his fun-

day's cloaths on, and his rolled up ftockings, ftood

in the ftreets, addreffing his liftening charmer, who
was lolling all the while out of her wmdow -, fo pub-

lickly are thefe tranfadtions condufted. And indeed,

a young female would ruin her charafter, were fhe to

admit her lover within ddors, or enter into an even-

ing chat with him, tete a the. Among people of

faihion marriages are determined by the parents, and

neareft relations •, and 'till that time daughters are dif-

pofed of in the convents tor education, v/here they

ferve the Nuns as Minions •, and thus, according to the

proverb, learn un poco di bene^ i^ un poco di malo.

The fair fex here enjoy more liberty than in Spain;

yet they are not free from confinement ; nor can any

young woman go abroad without a Tante^ or aunt.

Domeftick affmrs, even to thofe of the kitchen, among
the Italians, are generally pertormed by the men.
Above all things, let a foreigner forbear offering to

falute a young lady \ the party to whom the complai-

fance was paid firll refents it as an affront offered to

her, and then, if there is a profped: of getting money,
lues you for marriage.

As to the devotion of the Italians, they are in ge-

neral, both fuperftitious and ignorant, though to a

lefs degree than the Spaniards. However, we do not

find among them that exorbitant malignity againft Iie-

reticks and foreigners, as in too many other places.

And what I was agreeably furprized at was, that in

the inns no difficulty was made in providing flelh for

foreigners on fridays and faturdays -, and a gentleman

who was juft come from Rome, and to whom I was

cxpreffmg my fatisfa6lion at the indulgence, affured

mc, that he had eat ftefh there even on Good-Friday.

JrloNvcver, this is more than an Italian himfelf dare do
for
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for fear of the Inquifition : he may however commit
all Icind of debauchery, provided he takes care not to

ottend againft the fovercign and the laws ; but fhould

he eat HeQi on days of abftinence, the Inquifition

would immediately take cognizance ot it, and im-

prilon him. But the power of that tribunal does

not extend to foreigners, with regard to their eating

and drinking. I have obferved, that the Italians are

not fo infatuated with their images as the Spaniards

;

poffibly their intention may be rather to ornament

their churches, than to worfhip of the ftatues, though

I do not here include the vulgar, who have a great

propenfity to idolatry and image-worfhip. As I was

walking in Florence, I really faw a fellow very reve-

rentially pull off his hat to the ftatue of Hercules and

the Centaur.

With regard to the fculpture and beauty of the

ftatues I mull own, they have often filled me with a

pleafing altonilhment, efpecially thofe in the city of

Florence. Yet, on the other hand, their nudities jufb-

ly give offence, as they cannot be viewed with fa-

tisfadion by a chafte fpedator. I cannot conceive

how it could enter the heart of man to place naked

ftatues in churches, for objefts of devotion. The young
perfons of the adjacent villages walk to church as in a

procefiion, by couples, hand in hand, the women
with their faces expofed, and their heads curioufly

dreficd after their manner, but the young men are

malked. The jefuits do not feem to have that power
in the Tufcan territories, as in fome other parts of the

Roman dominions, though they are fecretly fupport-

ed by the Grand Duke.
The Florentines appeared to me of a faturnine dif-

pofition, though the example of the prince generally

influences the manners of a nation. Here it feems to

increafe that difpofition common to the people, the

Grand Duke himfelf being a rigid devotee, and withal

inclined to melancholy. On this account the citizens

of
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of Florence feldom indulge themfclves in diverfions,.

enter into fan' i liar converfation with foreigners, or

Ihew them choie a6ts of courtefy common in other

p5i'ts of Italy, but conftantly faliite each other with

an air of gravity* Pofiibiy they fcill regret the lofs of

their liberty, and retied" on it with indignation.

j^EOTioRN makes a diftinguifhed figure in Europe

by it's trade, though it is principally carried on by

foreign nations. The Italian merchants of any impor-

tance are generally not their ov/n mafters, but have

their padrones, that is, nobles, or perfons of fortune,

who furnifh them with money ; and, in cafe of ne-

ceflity, alfo proted: them. The greateft part of the

trade of Florence is carried on by exchange.

The Florentine dialeft is difficult to be underflood,

on account of their guttural pronunciation, fo that a

ftranger would at firft imagine they had fome diforder

in the throat -, and yet they ufe the beft Italian words,

according to the common phrale. Lingua 'Tofcana^ in

hocca Romana. But the pronunciation at Leghorn is

plain and agreeable. I could not help being furprized

at finding fo great a difference between the climate of

Spain and Italy ; for thofe vegetable produ(5lions we
had fome time ago feen ripe in Spain •, as peafe and

beans, for inftance, were here now only in bloflbm.

We were indeed told, that this was fomething ex-

traordinary, and owing to the feverity of the laft

winter.

CHAP.
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CHAP. VI.

Voyage from Leghorn, by the ^Eolian or Lis-

SANIAN ijlands ^'f? Messina in Sicily j with

obfervations on that city, it's harbour, citadel,

i?ihabita7itSj &c,

LEAVING Leghorn on the firft of May, we a

fecond time pafled by the iflands of Gorgotia and
Capraia. The former is fmall, and eight or ten fifher-

men's huts all the buildings it contains j but the an-

chovies caught here are excellent, and a fmall barrel

of them fells for a piftole. According to the teftimo-

nies of writers, this ifland, as well as Capraia^ and
other rocks, had each a convent, according to the

cuftom of thofe times.

The other iiland called Capri^ or Capraia, is about

a mile in length and breadth ; both of them belong

to the Genoefe ; and the latter, befides a fmall town,

has a caftle with a garrifon The fouth part of

this ifland faces Corfica, and lies about eight leagues

from it j fo that we foon came in fight of the latter,

which, from it's lotty hills, may be feen at a great di-

ftance, the whole iQand being full of rocks and moun-
tains. It, however, produces excellent wine, which

finds a good market at Rome. The horfes alfo, and
hounds here, are greatly eileemed, but the latter are

very mifchievous. This iQand is likewife under the

dominion of Genoa, with the title of a kingdom ; and
is the only part remaining of their ancient extenfive

conquefts in the Levant^ Archipelago, and other parts.

The Co-i'ficans were formerly infamous for robbery and
murder •, but in our times they have fhewn themlelves

good foldiers, and bear die Genoefe yoke with violent

impatit^nce.

SOOM
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Soon after we paffed the ifland of Elba, which is

about twenty miles in circuit, and abounds in iron and

magnets, which fo affected the compafs, that during

the night our captain obferved it to fluduate two or

three times, though it was quite cahn. According to

Pliny and Straho, the ore dug in this iiland, after the

iron has been extracted, being laid in heaps in the

open air, or thrown into the mine, becomes again

pregnant with metal, equal to the firft.

Th e north part of this ifland belongs to the Grand

Duke of Tufcany, and has a pretty town with a har-

bour, defended by a ftrong caftle, and called Porto Fera-

ro. But the fouth part is fubjed to the king of Spain,

together with a town and harbour, called Porto Lon-

gone, and fome fortifications garrifoned by Spaniards.

But this harbour is not fo covenient as the former,

the fhips in it having often fufFered from a fouthweft

wind. Here is alfo a place among the mountains cal-

led Capolira, belonging to the princefs of Piomhino ;

likewife the villages San Pietro del Campo, and Rio

€t Porto Feraro, with a fpring, the waters of which turn

feveral mills •, but this fpring increafes and decreafes

at different feafons of the year. In the fummer it has

the appearance of a fmall lake, but in the midft of

winter is almoft dry.

To the fouth-eaft of Cape St Andrea is as a huge

rock, called Monte Chrifto, on which formerly was a

ftately monaftery ot nuns, all of noble extradion •, but

at prefent only the melancholy ruins of it are to be

leen, the ftruclure having been deftroyed, and the

nuns expelled by the famous Barbarojfa. Between this

rock and the above cape lies another imall iiland, called

Pianofa, from it's being low-land, and level. It is

uninhabited, but horfes are fometimes fent thither to

graze. The Corfairs alfo commonly touch there for

water.

Af t e r failing fome time to the fouthwjird we

made the ifland of Sardinia, having paffed a fmall

iQand
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ifland called Talara, belonging to Sardinia, and like

Pianofa, uninhabited, but ferving for pafture. Sar-

dinia lies between Corfica and Barbary. The coaft of

the northern parts ot the ifland is mountainous, but

more to the Ibuthward level and even. The capital

of Sardinia is Cagiiari, ftanding on an eminence near

the Tea, on the fouth fide of the ifland. It has a tole-

rable good harbour, but the air, during the lijmmer,

is unhealthy. The ifland however, produces plenty of

corn ; but by proper culture the quantity might be
greatly increafed.

It being fair weather when we were oflfthis ifland,

we caught a kind of fifli, called by the French Toni

but is unknown in our feas. It is larger than a whi-

ting, very palatable, and wholefome, and pafies for

the befl: fifli in the Mediterranean ; and at Leghorn
it is rarely fold under a piajlre. The ufual me-
thod of catching them is with a fifligig. While we
were off this ifland we faw a multitude of dolphins,

which the feamen confider as a prognoftick of wind,

and this time at leafl: their prediftion was accomplifli-

cd ; it foon after blowing with fuch violence from the

fouth-wefl:, that we narrowly efcaped being driven a-

fliore on the coafl: of Naples.

As we came off this city we difcerned, though at a

conflderable diRance, the famous mount Vefuvius, or

Monte del Griego. But the wind fubfidcd, and we
made but very little way j at length, however, we
reached the jEoUan iflands, now the iflands of Lipari \

and we were amazed at the fight of the fire iflliing

from the pike of mount Sh-omboU during the night, and
the clouds of fmoak iffuing from the Volcano. Thefe
are two very fmall iflands. We paffed very near the

former, and it appeared to us one entire rock, but

covered with aflies and calcin'd fliones, which this

mountain ejeds from time to time, with the mofl: ter-

rible bellowings and explofions -, but when we paffed

it only a moderate flame iffued from the mountain.

V01..L E In
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In the day we faw congeries of fmoke hovering ovef

thefe iflands Hke thick clouds.

Tk e evening before we came in fight of Stromholi

we had a great ftorm, attended with thunder and

lightning, which obliged us to hand our fails, and lie to

during a great part of the night, though the wind never

rofe to that violence we apprehended, nor was it oi

any long continuance \ but v/e were furprized to find,

in the morning, every part of the fhip covered with

afhes, to the depth of a quarter of an inch. Thefe
afhes were of a reddifh colour, and in all probability

brought from the burning mountains by a whirl-

wind.

On the 14th of May we entered the Faro of Mef-
fina^ and thought ourfelvea furc of pafllng it that af-

ternoon i but a fuddcn calm prevented us, and in the

mean time a pilot came on board, and early the next

mornings while we were between the Calabrian and
Sicilian fhores, we were overtaken by a very ftrong

gale, which made us wifh we were farther from the

land •, but it foon abated, and we pafied the Faro with

great rapidity.

Being again got into the open fea off Cafe del

Jrmi, the wind fhifted diredly againft us ; and on the

1 7th of May blew fo hard, that we were obhged to

ftand for Meflina, where we foon arrived, and came
to an anchor about five o'clock in the afternoon.

Here the eye of the fpeftator is entertained with

enchanting profpe6ts trom the fliore of Calabria on

one hand, and that of 5/V//y on die other, the country

on both fides being covered with elegant plantations.

The diftance between the two coafts is about three

miles. The fliore of Sicily is decorated with a great

number of houfes, interfperfed between the planta-

tions, but that of Calabria has very few. The latter,

however, appears a well cultivated, though moun-
tainous, country ; and at a djftance appeared the little

town gf R^ggio.

XU
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'tuE coaft on both fides is mountainous, except a

point of land on the Sicihan fide, called Faro^ which

is level, or lov/ land, but the water very deep clofe

to the fhore, fo that fhips cannot anchor there, at

Jeafl, without a prodigious length of cable. And I

was affured, that it was the fame on the coaft of Cala-

bria. Betwixt thefe two coafts the fea runs with ex-

treme rapidity beyond Mefjina^ and with an alternate

motion, like that of ebb and flood. Mafters of Ships

therefore, attentively watch a favourable opportunity

of pafling through it, which is abfolutely impradlica-

'ble againil wind and tide. Befides the two points of

land. Faro and Carriddi, have their refpedtive in-

draughts.

These are the two celebrated capes o^ Sicily and C«-

labria^ fo well known in hiftory under the names of

Scylla and Charybdis. The latter has long fince changed

it's name to that of Faro^ and is the point of land on
the Sicilian fide, by which fliips pafs in coming from

the Lipari iOands to go through the flreight of Mef-
ftna. It ovv^es the name of Faro to a light-houfe,

which formerly ftood on it's extremity •, but having

been blown down, nov/ ferves as a vv^atch-tower for

pilots. It is faid, that in ancient times a temple was

there erefted to Cafior and Follux \ but I rather think

it was dedicated to Neptune.

It is well known, that light-houfes in the fea are

called Phari, or Fari ; and hence the whole paffage

or flreight of Meffina, formerly called Charybdis, is at

prefent termed the Faro^ the common phrafe being,

" to pafs the Faro of AlrJ/Jna"

Directly oppoHte to Charybdis^ on the coafb of

Calabria, is Scylla, being a whirpool of a very llrong

indraught, and near it, on the continent, is a fmall

town ftill called Sciglio ; but I was greatly furprized that

the Meflinians fliould hold FarQ to be Scylla, and Cha-

rybdis a point beyond the town, being the flip of land

which, extending il^elf beyond MeJ/ina, forms the har-
^

"

E 2 hour,
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hour, having on it the citadel and Lazaretto. On the

fartheft point of this flip of land is a light-houfe, called

here Carriddi, and between the Faro, and this Carriddi,

as it is called, there is a pretty ftrong current, with

fome indraught.

A STRANGER, as he approaches the city of Mef-
fina, cannot help being (truck with the pompous ap-

pearance of this city, the eye every where beholding

palaces and elegant ftrucftures ; and on one fide the

grand citadel, near which is the Lazaretto^ and a large

ancient caftle. Mejfma appears like a magnificent am-
phitheatre, rifing with great regularity from the fea,.

being built on the gentle acclivity of a hill.

In our gradual approach to it we perceived no al-

teration in the perfpedlive, except that we began to

diftinguifh more plainly the objeds along the wall •,

but when we landed, and entered the city, we faw,

with a fenfible concern, the decay of this once iplen-

did city. We came to an anchor within piftol Ihot

of the wall, and moved with one haufer afhore -, not-

withftanding which, the water where we dropt our

anchor was thirty fathom deep, and the bottom rocky.

The next day having obtained pratka, or leave, we
entered the city.

Messina, anciently called Zancle, and fince M^-
na, is a city of great antiquity, ftill large in circum-

ference, and defended towards the fea by a ftrong cita-

del, and inclofed towards the land by hills and moun-
tains. The number of inhabitants is computed at

betwixt eighty and ninety thoufand ; but this number
muft diminifh with the declenfion of the city itfelf,

which feems to be inevitable It cannot now be con-

fidered as the capital of the kingdom of Sicily, that

honour belonging to Palermo, as being the refidence

of the viceroy. Mejfina is, however, the fee of an

archbifhop -, this ifland having three of thefe prelates,

befides eight biiliops.
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My CLiriofity firft led me to vifit the cathedralj

which is called Proto-MetropoUtana., and dedicated to

the Madonna della Lettera^ or Santa Maria del Litterio,

This flrudure has a mod fuperb fafade, and a very

elegant cupola. It is faid to have ftood five hundred

years without a roof. In the church are two rows of

pillars, feven of which are incrufled with porphyry, and.

brought, as we were informed, from the temple of

Caftor and Pollux, which ftood on the Faro. On
each fide are the ftatues of the twelve Apoftles i4

marble. Over an altar I obferved a crofs having a black

image hanging on it \ and on the high altar is the ftatu^

of the Madonna delta Letiera ^ to which great devotion
is paid by the populace, as we faw by the proceflions

of great numbers of pilgrims. Behind the altar, on
a blue ftone, in letters of gold, is the following epiftle

from the above Madonna.

Maria Virgo
Joachim filia, Dei humillima
Christi Jesu crucifixi Mater
exTribu JuDA, stripeDavid,

Messanensibus omnibus salutem
ET Dei Patris Omnipotentis

Benedictiqnem.

Vos omnesfide Magna Legalos ac Nuncios per puhlicum

documentum ad nos mijfijfe conjiat Filium nojirum Dei ge-

7iitum Deum & Hominem ejfe fatemini &' in caelum poji

fuam refurreclionem adfcendijfe Pauli Apojtoli Ele^i pr^e-

dicatione mediante viara veritatis agnofcentes. Ob quam
rem Vobis C5? ipJiCivitati henedicimis^ cujus perpetua pro-

te5irix x\on eJfe volumus.

Anno filii nostri xxxxii. Indict, i. III. Non,
JuNii Luna xxvii. Per. V. ex Hierosolymis
Maria Virgo. q^ sup. hoc chirographum:

Approbavit.
E 3
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'[ "Mary the Virgin^ daughter of Joachim, the
*' mod humble mother of Jefus Chrift, the crucified

*' God, of the Tribe of Judah, of the root of David,
•' to all the inhabitants of Meffina, greeting, and the
'* Bleffing of God the omnipotent Father.

" Whereas it appears by a publick inflrument
*' that, in the abundance of your foith, you fent to
" us meffengers, and acknowledged our Son begotten
" of God, to be God and man, and that after his re-

" furreftion he afcended into heaven. Thus, by the

" preaching of the beloved apoftle St Paul, embra-
" cing the paths of truth, for which we now blefs you,
*' and the city, and affure you of our perpetual pa-

^' tronage.

" In the year of our Son xxxxii, firft Indid.
" III. of the Nones of June, Luna xxvii. Fer. v.

" Given at Jerufalem by the Virgin Mary, who has
*' approved this writing."

The flory of this fabulous letter is as follows : The
Apoftle St Paul being come to the city of Mejfma con-

verted the inhabitants to the Chriftian faith. When
they firft heard of the miraculous birth of our Saviour

from the womb of a Virgin, who was then living in

Jerufalem, they fent mefiengers with St Paul to falute

the holy Virgin, and to recommend the whole city to

the protedlion of this mother of God, who was plea-

fed to anfwer this inftance of their refped with the

above letter. The tradition adds, that the original

letter was written in Hebrew by the Virgin's own
hand, but tranflated by St Paul into Greek, and fince

by Conftantinus Lafcarte into Latin.

In honour of this Madoma della Lettera, an annual

feftival and fair is held on the third of June ; and we
faw, whilft we continued there, preparatives making
for it in every part of the city, as building of fcaflfolds,

&c.
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&:c. A great number of miracles are alfo afcribed

ro this Madonna della Lettera. Yet all that diey have

to fhew in fupport of this tradition is the above Latin

trandation, having neither the Hebrew original^ nor
even the Greek tranflation of St Paul.

On E ot the fides of the fame fquare where the ca-

thedral ot MeJJina fcands, and near which is a ftately

tower, is decorated with a fountain, and the other

with a pedeftrian ftatue of the late king. The foun-

tain is encompailed with pallifadoes j in the center is a

pyramid, and round it feveral cupids of exquifite

workmanfhip •, alio four river gods, with their fea-

horfes, fphinxs, and reprefentations of jfome tables in

Ovid's Metamorphofes ; all which ejed great quanti-

ties of clear and excellent water.

Opposite is an cqueflrian ftatue of Charles II. king
of Spain. It is of entire brafs, and placed on a fquare

pedeftal of marble, decorated with infcriptions. It ia

furrounded by a vv^all of marble, and the latter by iron

pallifadoes. This ftatue is ereded on the fpot where
formerly ftood the town-houfe of Mejfina, which, on
account of the laft rebellion, was razed to the ground,

not one ftone being left upon another. The ftatue it-

felf is defended by a guard, and was made out of a

bell, called IViaria^ taken from the tower near the ca-

thedral ; the inhabitants of Mejp.na having, with that

bell, given the fignal for the revolt.

We afcended an em'nencc in the city, to view a

capuchin church and convent, in which are no lefs

than 250 fathers ; and it happening to be the feftival

of the patron of the convent, we were entertained with

very fine inftrumental and vocal mufick i but the

principal performers in the latter w^ere eunuchs hired

tor that purpofe. What greatly heightens the plea-

fure of this retreat, are two grottos and fountains, the

waters of which are uncommonly pleaiant to the

tafte. A farther afcent, through a fpacious kitchen-

garden, brought us to a chapel, which commands a

E ^ profpeit
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profpeft of the whole city, the adjacent fea, and part

qf the Goaft of Calabria. This convent has alfo an

elegant garden, where the efpaliers of orange and le-

mon-trees are remarkably beautiful. In our return to

the city we palled near a redoubt erefted at the foot of

this hill, and which, in fome meafure defends the en-

trance into the harbour.

Among other ftru6lures dedicated to religion, we
yifited a celebrated nunnery, where the ladies enter-

tained us with great chearfulnefs and civility. The
Jefuits are now building a fnperb church and femina-

ry, and the latter is in fuch iorwardnefs as to be capa-

ble of receiving a few fludents. The auditorhim, or

common hall, is remarkably large, and properly de-

corated. We alfo faw, near the harbour, another fe-

minary, under the direction of the archbiiliop, who
being a Theatine^ as his predecefibr alfo was, the Ihi^

dents are chiefly regulars of the 'Theati7ie order j and is

thetice called the "Tkcatine feminary.
" '^pedale or hofpital of MeJJina is alfo well worth

c^ '

..iifiO-s o!" a very fpacious quadrangle, in the

c .v/h is a large f:.untain, but not very curi-

.^iaterials or workmanlliip. The (Iruc-

turc i..' I . -ij^ulaily built, and has a phyfic garden.

,Round the quadrangle are feparate wards tor men and

women. I was ai'ionifoed to find the number of patients

fo great •, but my v/onder increafed on being conduc-

ed into a ward of uncommon length, appropriated to

venereal patients. They oiiered to fliew us another

ward of the fame dimenfions, filled alfo with patients

of the fame kind, afflifced in a higher degree ; but we
declined the offer. The womens wards are inacceffa-

ble to men.

Messina has feveral very elegant palaces, particu-

larly thofe of the archbifhop and governor. Oppofite

to the lafc is a large plain, on which is a Ifatue of

brafs, erected in honour of Don John of Auftria, for

his vidory over the Turks in the fea-fight off Le-

panto.
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|)anto. The pedeftal is of marble, with feveral appo-

fite infcriptions. MefTina has allb a great many hou-

fes, which make a grand appearance at a diftance, but

on a nearer view the marks ot decay are very evident,

and many of them inhabited by perlons of very indiffe-

rent circumilanccs.

But the moft elegant part of Mefllna is the long

row ot (lately houfes 1 renting the mole. The arc'ii-

refture of the whole is the fume ; they are every way
equal, and beautifully adorned with balconies, and
lattice-work. This row is called II The.'itro^ and in-

deed reprefents an amphitheatre, forming a curve

along the fide of the mole. About a century ago the

viceroy, Philebert Emanuel^ duke of Savoy, planned
thefe buildings, and caufed the houfes to be eredl&d at

the expence of private perfons. I counted above
twenty gates in this row leading from the mole into

the city, and all of them opening into different ftreets.

Near the end of it is the palace affigned for the vice-

roy, and is extended from the mole by means of a

bridge built for that purpofe ; but he now generally

refides at Palermo. Nor can a fped:ator obferve, with-

out concern, the prefent ruinous condition of thefe

beautiful houfes and palaces •, thofe ffrudlures where,

tormely, the nobility, and the rich, lived in fplendor,

are now inhabited by the loweft clafs.

On the mole is a marble fountain of exquifite work-
manfhip, rcprefenting Neptune^ ftretching out his

hand to reflrain Scylla and Charyhdis^ who are repre-

fented as two nymphs, fitting by his fide in fetters.

The citadel of Mejfma fhould alfo be vifited by
every curious traveller. It is fituated near the Porto

Franco^ on the flip of land which projedls from the

T'heatro \ the outfide of it's walls being waflied by
the fea, and thus forms the harbour. This citadel is

a piece of modern fortification, and commands both

the city and adjacent fea. It has five baftions, and

feveral outworks, all regular and in good order, the

ramparts
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ramparts broad and terraced, and fo contrived, thal^

the rain water is conveyed into a capacious ciflern*

The whole works are well built, and furnifhed with

cannon, moil of which arc of brafs, but the barracks

were not finifhed. The garrifon confifted wholly of

Spaniards, but made no very martial appearance, and

I obferved among them not a few ftriplings, too

young for fupporting the fatigues of war. This cita-

del has two gates, one leading to the city, and ths

other to the Lazaretto, On both I obferved the arms
of Spain oilentatiouHy decorated.

The Lazaretto lies at a fmall diflance from the ci-

tadel, about the middle of the aboveraentioned flip of

land. Here we faw feveral Tunifeans and Venetians

performing quarantine. Nothing can be more con-

venient than the fituation of this building, for fhipa

may lie along fide of ir, and deliver their cargoes into

the warehoufes. Thefe warehoufcs are divided into

feveral parts, excellently contrived both for flowing

9nd infped:ing the goods. Within the Lazaretto is a

fpacious court, where the perfons performing quaran-

tine arc allowed to walk for the benefit of the air. In

this court is alfo a fmall chapel, where mafs is celebra-

ted ; and the whole furrounded with piazzas. With-
out the Lazaretto, great part of which may be faid

to ftand upon the water, are feveral fait pans» where

excellent fait is made with very little trouble. On
the fhore ftands the Faro^ or light-houfe, and the fpot

on which it is built, is by the inhabitants called

Cariddi.

At a fmall diftance from the Lazaretto^ at the

point of this flip of land ftands a huge old caftle, for-

merly a convent of Greeks, who exchanged it for a

place on the ftrand, a little beyond the Faro. This

caftle, though built in the ancient manner, having

been ereded in the time of Charles V. may be of

great fervice in defending the entrance of the har-

bour, as it is fituated at the very mouth of it. Here
we
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«5re crofled the mole, and returned another way intp

the city.

Th e flrand along the road to the Faro is diverfi-

fied with the moft beautiful plantations, and the per-

fpedlive towards the country terminated by mountains,

hills, and interjacent vallies, all exuberantly fertile,

and decorated with feats and farm-houfes. Here are,

among a great variety of other kinds, an infinite num-
ber of mulberry-trees, cultivated for breeding filkr

worms, which abound here, as on the oppofite coaft of
Calabria, and fupport a pretty brifk trade for filk, the

^reateft part of which is in the hands of the Meflini-

ans. Along the flrand are alfo feveral convents; and^

among others, that aheady mentioned belonging to

the Greeks, which we vifited, and found to be a fpa-

cious regular building, furniihed with all manner of
conveniencies. Near it is a houfe, called Paradife,

before which is a fountain, vv^ith the following in-

scription :

SiTIENTIBUS NaUTIS.

For thirjly Seamen.

At fome diflance farther is a circular building,

painted red, with a gallery near the top of it, and on
the ground floor a chapel. It was begun by the

abovementioned Phikhert E'manuel, duke of Savoy,

who delighted in fuch improvements, and finifhed by

his fuccefTor. From the gallery is an elegant profpedt

towards the fea. On feveral parts of the coaft are the

ruins of ancient feats belonging to the MelTinians,

and fituated in the midfl of beautiful plantations.

The miany fragments of old v/alls, here feem to de-

plore the former fplendor of this ifland.

Rivulets of frefh water are every where fcen

along the flrand, having their fource in the adjacent

mountains j fo that the trees fiourifh down to the ve-

ry
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ry edge of the fea. And this alfo accounts for what

at firft furprizes the traveller, namely, that the wo-

men are feen along the fhore wafhing their linen.

They make a little hole with their hands, and it is

immediately filled with frefh water, though fo very

near the Tea.

The inhabitants of Mejftna feem to be of a good
difpofition -, are very complaifant, friendly, and fa-

miliar with ftrangers. But their misfortunes have

caufed a vifible dejection in their behaviour. They
have fuflfered great lofles by earthquakes ; but much
greater by the oppreflions ot the Spanifli government,

efpecially fince the laft rebellion, as that court terms

it. Above twenty thoufand perfons are computed to

have fled for refuge to France ; and innumerable

eftates to have been confifcated. The multitude of

convents is alfo a collateral caufe of the prefent cala-

mitous ilate of this country, producing an ufelefs

multitude of drones fattening on the labour and eftates

of others.

Th e drefs of the Mejfmians is nearly the fame with

that of the Spaniards. The men wear a ruff with a

ftiff band, a black cloak, a damafk waiftcoat, and

Spanifli breeches •, the women are remarkable for wear-

ing nothing on their bofoms. The inhabitants of

Meflina are fo far excluded from all forts of employ-

ments both civil and military, that they are feldom

admitted even to be common foldiers. So very ty-

rannical are their Spanifli tafk-mafters, that it is a ca-

pital offence for a Meffinian to carry a knife about

nim.

Th e climate here is good, and the ifland fufficiently

fertile in all kinds of fruits ; but few of us could reliih

the wine, which is harfli and heady. We were, however,

told, that fome parts of the ifland produced wines that

would pleafe every palate. And I was afllired, that

in feveral places the ancient Greek was the vernacular

language, which I own I could hardly believe j and

even
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1

even the town of Menzojiijfo was mentioned as one,

though the oldeft place now in Sicily is Leontini^ an

inland town,

I OMIT that prodigy of nature, the volcano of

mount j^tna, becaufe / tnention nothing but what I
have myfelf obfcrved -, and the deftination of the fhip

would not allow me to fatisfy my curiofity in that?

particular.

CHAP. VII.

Voyage from Messina to the Archipelago *

ivith an account offeveral of thofe ifands,

N the 2 2d of May we left the city and harbour

of Mejfma, in order to proceed in our voyage
to the Archipelago. We made, for fome time, but
little way, it being an almoft continual calm. On the

third day after our departure we were overtaken by a
violent ftorm at north-eaft, which, foon drove us back
in fight of Sicily.

The wind ftill continuing at north-eaft, and the

rapidity of the curtent carrying us at a great rate, we
were entirely at a lofs to compute the true place of the

fhip ; and our captain was fo greatly miftaken, that

on making an ifland, he at firft thought it was Malta,
but to his aftonifliment foon found that the fhip was
to the fouth-welt of Sicily, and in fight of Tunis, and
the ancient Carthage.

The land which he had at firft taken for Malta,

proved two fmall iflands called Zimbii, lying dired:ly

oppofite to Capo di Bon, or the point of Barbary. We,
however, kept clear of them -, and the fouth-eaft

wind, which prevails there during the fummer, and
is providentially appointed for cooling the air, as the

heats
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heats' here would be otherwife infupportable, car-

ried us beyond Capo di Bon, by which we efcaped

no inconfiderable danger, in having pafTed feveral

funken rocks -, and foon after found ourfelves off the

ifland of Marelima, lying fouthweft of Sicily,

This ifland, together with two others, lying op-

pofite to- Trapano in Sicily, appear like three great

rocks. They were called by the ancients Sacra, M-
gufa, and Probantia ; but at prefent Maretima, Fa-

vagnana, and Levanzo. The firft lies about thirty

miles from 'Trepano, is of a triangular figure, and

has feveral villages, and a good caftle. The fecond

affords excellent pafture for fattening calves ; and

has aifo the remains of a caftle. This ifland is fepa^

rated from Trapano only by a fmall channel, in which

are fome rocks called Formici. The third lies twelve

miles from 'Trepano, and direftly oppofite to that

town.

We alfo paffed by fome other rocks, called Sberqui,

which have frequently proved fatal to mariners. Af-

ter this we palfed the ifland Pantalarea, which lies

about ninety miles from Maretima. It is well culti-

vated, and has a village and fort, called by the fame

name, and in which a conftant garrifon is kept. Great

quantities of blackiih calcined ftones, and black fand,

are found here. In the centre of this ifland is a cavern

called Fojfa, and on the fummit of a hill an aperture

which the inhabitants term Codia Brtigiata, the burnt

tail. At the foot of the higheft hill in the iiland is

iilfo another cavern, called Favora, from whence a

continual noife, or bellowing, is heard. The adja-

cent ground is full of cracks and fiffures, and fo hot,

as fcarce. to be touched by the hand : through the

filfures a reddilh black vapour continually iifues. Our
captain informed me, that he once put in here to

avoid being taken by an Algerine, and was protected

by the garrifon of the caftle, who perceiving that his

fiiip. wa? by np means a match for the Algerine,

pointed
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pointed their cannon againft the corlair, and obliged

him to Iheer off.

We next entered the channel of Malta^ near the

mouth of which are three iflands, called by the Anci-
ents, hifidie Pelagic. The firll, termed Lampedufa^ 13

about Seventeen miles in circuit, has a good harbour,

for fmall veffels •, the water on the ifland is brackifh,

and the land pretty full of woods. Here was former-

ly a confidcrable village, defended with a good forti-

fication •, but, at prefent, every thing lies in ruins,

and it's only inhabitant is a French prieft, called fa-

ther Clement, who lives in a cave like a hermit, pro-

bably by way of penance, to atone for the diforders

of his life while a pirate, which for many years was
his occupation. Some part of his provifions he

fetches from Malta in a boat, though fcarce a fhip

touches here without making him fome acknowledg-

ment. He has alfo made himfclf a garden, and ereft-

ed an altar, where he reads mafs before a flatue of the

Virgin Mary, pretended to be miraculous.

Close by this harbour is interred a Turkifli faint,

m great repute among the Mahometans, who, on
paffing by this iHand, never fail to. offer up their

prayers. This ifland is v/ell flocked with rabbets j

and produces a certain plant, greatly efteemed for it's

virtues in venereal cafes. Not long fince the merch^

ants of Mcrfeiiles endeavoured to make a fettlement

here, and ere6l fortifications, but were immediately

oppofed by the Spaniards and Maltefe.

The fecond iiland, called L-hnofa^ is entirely de-

fert. Two lofty mountains in it have the appearance,

at a diftance, of two fugar loaves. The third is only

a rock, and called Mugiaro. At the diftance of about

fiye leagues from hence v/e had fight of the ifland of
Goza. The north fide of it is very rocky •, and on
the hills we faw fome watch towers, built for difco-

vering fhips at fea.

Westsrlv
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Westerly winds foon brought us before the

gulph of Venice ; and in fome hours after we difcover-

ed the continent of the Morea^ together with the ifland

Sapienza^ lying to the fouth of it, but uninhabited.

The people o^ the Morea, however, make ufe of it both

for tillage and pallure. The next remarkable place

we had fight of was Cape Matapan, the celebrated

Promontorium l^anari of the Ancients. This head-land,

or promontory, is formed by the junftion of two

chains of mountains, which form the fea-coaft of the

ancient Lacedemon.

The land between thefe two ranges of hills is called

Braffo di Magna, and the inhabitants Magnotti, a

people fo difpofed to inhumanity as to make it dan-

gerous to land here. Should a ftranger happen to be

furprized by them, he muft either fpend the remain-

der of his days in a cruel flavery, or pay an extrava-

gant ranfom. They alfo refufe to pay any tribute to

the Grand Signior. And though he has feveral times

fent a regular force againft them, yet he could never

fubdue them. And thefe are the only Greeks who
have been able to maintain their independency againft

the attempts of the Turks.

They have a kind of goverment, which feems to

be of the democratical kind -, and are a fogacious,

adtive people ; but, at the fame time, fubtle and ra-

pacious. On this account the neighbouring Greeks

call the Brajfo di Magna, Great Algiers, They are all

pirates by profefiion, and even moft of their papa^s

or clergy join with the reft in thefe expeditions, and

receive a tenth part of the booty as church -dues. The
ecclefiafticks, who remain on fliore, live along the fea-

coafts, in places formerly called Thyrides, or win-

dovv's i
they are caves or apartments hewn out of the

rocks, and reprefent by their number and pofition, a

row of windows. In thefe caves the papa's have their

receffes, and from thence look out for fhips at fea

;

and fhould any be unfortunately ftranded on the coaft,

they
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they give notice to the country people, who pillage

every thing they can lay their hands on.

I'he coall ot the Morea, every where, confifts of

frightful precipices, and barren rocks. But the lofs of

this cour^try is an indelible blemifh on the reputation

oi" the repubiick of Venice ; efpecially Napoli di Roma-
nia ; a place ahnofl: impregnable, tho' at that jundlurc

wretchedly neglefted. This country, by means of

it's three tortified towns, Modon^ Coron^ and Napoli

di Romania^ was as a barrier to them againft the

Turks, befidcs the advantages of commerce •, fo that

I m ly ariirm, without any exaggeration, that this lofs

has greatly lelfened the repubiick in the efteem of the

the world. It is faid, that the Turks carried from this

country above oo,oco ilaves, though they were obli-

ged afterwards to fend fome part of them back to till

the land. Except this laft calamitous event, the

Greeks have experienced lefs mifery under the Turkilh

government than before -, and are even more free with

refped to their commerce, and diminution of im-
poRs.

We now found ourfeives clofe under the ifland Ce-

rigo, ceded by the Turks to the Venetians. It's an-

cient name was Cythera^ or Porphyris^ celebrated tor

being the birth-place of Venus and Helen. It lies about

twenty miles from the coaft of Merea^ and is about

fixty Italian miles in circumference : fnuated between

the capes Matapan and Malea, both on the continent,

and was anciently confidered as a barrier to Lacede-

mon \ and was a fafe and commodious harbour for

fliips coming from Egypt to Lybia. The Lacedemo-

nians alio fent thither annually fome eminent perfon,

in quality both of a judge and commandant of a

garrifon, wliich they confcantly kept there, 'till the

eighth year of the Peloponnefian war, when the ifland

Was taken by the Athenians.

It (till abounds in turtle-doves, which the poets

confecrated to Venus, Not long fince the ruins ot

Vol. L . F the
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the city of Menelaus were to be feen here, but are now
difperfed, together with thofe of Helen's palace.

Th e chief place on the ifland, at prefent, is called

Cerigo^ is the fee of a bifhop, and on the fummit ol a

rock (lands a caftle, whofe chief ftrength lies in it's

fituation. The town confifts of about two or three

hundred houfes. Befides the bifhop, the Proto-^apa^

or chief-priejl, and feveral other ecclefiafticks reiide

here. The fecond town is Porlo di St Nicolo^ called

alfo '^ina. On the fouth fide of the ifland is Porto

Delfino. The modern Faliopolis is erefted on the fpot

where the ancient Cythera flood. In this ifland are

alfo about fifty villages •, but thefe in general confift

of only three or four mean huts, or caverns hewn in

the rocks. The whole ifland is, however, faid to

contain four, thoufand men able to bear arms. The
land appears to be barren, but is found to produce a

fufficiency of wine, corn, oil, and honey, for the in-

habitants. Cotton is alfo cultivated here j and it's

wine is almoft equal to brandy in ilrength. But it's

mofl: remarkable commodity is a kind of cheefe, cal-

led ricotta : It is made of goats m.ilk boiled ; and to

my palate was agreeable enough.

In this ifland is a cavern half a mile in length, and

every where of an equal height: the inhabitants firm-

ly believe, that in this cavern St John began to write

his Revelation •, and for this reafon tht-y have bulk

there a manfion lor caloyers, or ecclefiafiicks. Near
two leagues farther is a rock, called by feamen, from

it's figure, I'ovo, the egg.

About fifteen Italian miles eaft of Cerigo, and op-

pofite to it, lies another fmall ifland, called Serigotto,

given up alfo by the Turks to the Venetians. It is un-

mhabited, being only an alTemblage of bare and fterile

mountains. Near it are two rocks, to which, from

their appearance, failors have given the name ot warts.

Off Cer:go fliips are often detained two months before

they caa enter the Archipelago. It was our fate alfo to

meet
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meet with ibme di faculty here. When a Tiirkifh fhip

comes up witii a Chriftian in thofe parts, flie tires a

gun as a fignal lor coming on board with their pafs,

after which the Turks generally ailv for brandy, charts,

telefcopes, Sec.

One evening, as we were endeavouring to weather

the cape, on the iOand ot Cerigo, the wind luddenly

fhifted, and drove us northward into ti^e channel

which leparates that idand from the continent. This

is a very dangerous place, as one moment a (hip is

becalmed, and the next in eddy winds, by which fhc

is in danger of being overiet, driven on the capes of

the continent, or en that ot St Angelo, which might
much njorc properly be called cah diabolo^ from the

many fliips loll tiicre. We had, however, the good
fortune to efcape with only the iofs of our mainfail,

which was blown to pieces,

Having pailed this channel, the continuance of

the N. E. wind obliged us to put into the harbour of

St Nicolo, on the ibuth fide of Cerigu^ being the beil

in the whole iOand. It has aifo a good road, where

large Ihips may ric-e pretty fcxure. As loon as the

captain had hoilted his enlign, a garde de cojle came on

board to demjind the duties, and our certificate of

health, to carry iL to the commandant for his infpec-

tion. We were on fhore at the fame time, and delired

him to fhew us the way to fome village ; but he nitl-

denly left us, without even giving us an anfwer. 'ilie

commandant lived fome n'iiies from the place in a de-

cayed fquare tower, built on an eminence, and his

apartment was a fmall room not bigger than our cabbin,

though it fervcd him lor a parlour, bed-chamber,

kitchen, &c. There were no fuch things as beds

here, fome flept on matraffes, and others on the bare

ground. His falary v^-as three pialters per month,
and a bit of land near his caftie, which he might cul-

tivate for his own advantage. He had enjoyed this

F 2 p^il
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poll a long time, but looked more like a Venetian

gondelier than a commander of an iiland.

Over his appartment, in the fecond ftory, was a

terrace j where the common watchmen ilept •, experi-

ence inform'd us of this, for we v/ere obliged to pafs

a whole night there, between three ruinous walls, and

nothing to feparate us from the canopy of the hea-

vens, except an old cloak of the captains^ which fer-

red us for a quilt. Being now very hungry, and

parched with thiril, we naturally reliilicd whatever

was brought us, though a very indifferent diet, being

only eggs, and a kind of bifcuit foftened in water.

Our liquor was Cerigo wine, as ftrong as brandy, but

to us had no lefs than the delicious taite of the fabu-

lous neclar. We propofed in the morning to vifit the

Venetian proveditor, but as our bufinels was of no
great importance, the badnefs of the road, and the

great diftance we were from his houle, altered our in-

tention.

Accordingly in the morning we returned on
board, feveral Greeks going with us, and among
them the commandant of the gardes de cojle^ who
came himfelf to fetch our captain's certificate of health,

in order to tranfmit it to the proveditor -, and this ob-

tained us the privilege or walking where we pleaded in

the country, which indulgence is here called pratica •,

but in the Turkifh dominions they are not fo careful,

the plague not being fo much drea^^led there.

Near the harbour is a Greek chapel, which I at

firft adually took for a Ihepherd's cot ; and even after

1 entered it, I could form po other idea of it, than a

Hall for beafts, 'till I obierved a very mean altar, and

over it a fuitable painting of 6'/ Nicclo. At the end

of this chapel was a fmall room with a mean altar,

confiiling of one large ftone. Thefe chapels in Greece

are not only places of religious worfhip, but ferve al-

fo as receptacles for travellers and their horfes. They
indeed
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indeed cover one from the heat of the fun, and very

often no better lodging is to be found. We purcha-

iti\ here feme proviiions, as flieep, pigeons, &c. but

the traveller fnould provide himfelr with Venetian

money or paraas, Leghorn piq/lres, going here lor on-

ly forty parkas, though worth above fifty •, and this

is an advantage, which the inhabitants, when occafion

offers, are very careful to improve.

Soon after our departure, a foutherly wind brought

us in fight uf the ifjand Miio, which has the appear-

ance ot two lofty mountains. The air here is fo very

unhealthy, that it ahecfed us in fome meafure all the

time we were fight ol the iOand, which, however,

abounds with provifions ol the moft delicate kind,

as partridges, turtle-doves, beccafigoes, ducks, &c.

delicious fiuits, as melons, figs, grapes, &c. and fifa

equally good. It's wine is alfo excellent -, and one

fpring in particular yields pure and excellent frefh wa-

ter. The harbour is likewife fate and capacious.

But the women of Aliio, and thofe of the neighbour-

ing ifiand Argeniiera^ \\iivt the worft charader of any

in the whole yirchipelago^ in refpeft to chaftity. This

iiland abounds in noney, corn, and wine •, but wood
is Icarce. They make excellent rhcefe trom goats

miik, and have baths and mineral waters, but arc

ftrangers to the ufe oi them.

Sailing a little farther we made the ifiand o^ Ar-

gentiera^ which is by fome accounted the firil of the

Archipelago. It's ancient name was Kimolus, or Ci-

molus^ and has iliii an excellent harbour. The next

ifiand we faw was Falconera ; but this is only an un-

inhabited rock, and ferves as a retreat to the lower

clafs of pirates A fmall diftance beyond it we pafied

by another rock, called the beautiful hen. The illands

of Siphanto^ Serphou, Thermia, or Fermia, and Zea^

we lett a little on the right.

The air of the firfi:, namely, Siphanto^ the apcient

Merope, is pvire and falubrious, and abounds with all

F 3
the



yo Travels through part of Ei-rope,

the necefiaries of life, except wine, witii vvhich it is

fupplied from Milo. The antient. inhabitants v/ere

not advantageoufly difbingnifhed for their morals, but

at prel'ent they are accounted a good for; ct people.

Their commodities are oil, capers, filk, (the laft of

which is very good) cottons, ligs, wax, honey, ftraw

hats. They trade for a fmall gain, and deal with

candour. The women are fo far from praiftifins the

arts ufed by thofe of Milo towards ftrangers, that

when they go abroad, their faces, except their mouths
and eyes, are covered,

Th e fecond, Serphou, is not lefs than thirty-fix

miles in circuit ; but the inhabitants are lazy, and

confequently poor; fo that, befides one forry town,

though with an excellent harbour, there is but one

village, and^ that very mean, in the whole illand.

During the time ot the Roman emperors it was the

place to which malefadors were banilhed.

. Tm F. third, namely. Thermic, or Fermia, anciently

called Cyihmos, is not fuch high land as the other •, but

is well cultivated, and abounds in wine. The filk is

alfo excellent, and forms the greateft branch of it's

trade. It's other exportations are barley, honey, wax,

v/ool, cotton, &rc. particularly parti idges, which are

lent to other iilands in coops, and there fold at the

rate ot three pence a piece. Their fuel is a kind of

turf, or fods of earth, with the herbage on them, as

in Picardy. Here are alfo fprings ot good water, and
warm baths.

T.HE fourth and lill, n;)mely, Zea^ or Z/oj, is by
Diodcrus Siculus called Cos^ but diiferent trom the

ifland Cos^ at prefent called Sianchio^ famous for gi-

ving birth to Hippocrates, and lies near Rhodes.

I'his ifland is very tectile, and induitriouily cultiva-

ted It abounds in tlocks i:nd herds, as alfo in a va-

riety of vegetables. It has oaks, and lead mines,

and produces large quantities of filk. It is particular-

ly noted for a kind of Jiirtouts, made of goats hair,

impene-
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impenetrable to rain. Near this ifland lies that of De-
los^ formerly fo famous for it's temple of Apollo,

concerning which Spcn^ Wheeler^ and other travellers,

have formed fo many conjedures, and given fo many
magnificent defcriptions.

In profecuting our voyage we faw on the left a de-

fert rock, called St George's tree, and alfo Ifola Longa •,

together with the ifland Joura, being the ancient Jay^
aris, whither delinquents were banilhed j and Juve-
nal, fo early as his time, fays of it,

Aiide aliquid brevibus Gyaris ^ careere dignum. *

It is certainly the moft wretched fpot in the whole
Archipelago, and twelve miles the oufide of it's cir-

cumference. The inhabitants of Syra, and other ad-

jacent iflands, feed their cattle here, committing them
to the care of fome miferable fhcpherds, to whom
they juft allow the neceflary fupports of life. The
fmall pirates which fwarm m the Archipelago, often

iile it as they do the rock of St George^s tree, as a

retreat.

A FAVOURABLE Wind Carried us through the

ftreight between the iflands o{ Andros and Negropont,

The former is populous, and finely improved-, produ-

cing great quantities of filk, wine, and oil ; the pome-
granates, lemons, and citrons, are all excellent, and

very cheap. The beil harbour in it is on the fouth-

eaft fide, and called Gaurio, capable of holding fafely

a large fleet, which the Venetians have often experi-

enced. It lies N. and S. Befides this, it has another

harbour for fmall veflTels, the entrance of which lies E.

N. E. and is defended by a caftle. Near this harbour

is the town where the Venetian nobility refide ; and

about ten miles from thence is another fortification di-

rtinguiflied by the name of the upper cafl:le. The
latter was called by the ancients Eubea, and was the

* Sat. I. V. 73.

F 4 country
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country of Nauplius, the fdthtr of Palamedes^ who, in'

revenge for his fon's unmerited death, ordered falfe

beacons to be placed on the rocks, by which means a

great number of Qreek fhips, in their return trom

Troy, were wrecked. The waters in the adjacent

ftreight was anciently called the Euripus, into which

a certain philofopher, according to fome Ariftotle

himfelf, is faid to have thrown himfeli, out of vexa-

tion, that he could not account for the flux and reflux

of it. The cape d' oro, fituated in Eul^ea, is of a

great height, and near it is a good harbour ; but with-

out either town or village.

The capital of this illand lies farther up the coun-

try, and near that part where the bridge iorms a com-
munication with the continent of Greece-, fmall veifcls

may pafs under this bridge, and near it is a corn mill

of extraordinary architecture. This country abounds

in corn, and proviflons are very cheap. The Vene-

tians loft an opportunity that once olfered, of making
themfeives mafters of it. One of the commanders
made a motion in the council, for attacking the forti-

fications which had been railed on the bridge, in or-

der to cut oft all communication with the continent

;

adding, that the city itfelf was weakeft on that iide.

But his advice was rejected, and the other operations

mifcarried.

Th e broadeft pafl^age into the Archipelego is be-

twixt the abovementioned iflands of Negropont and

uindroSy but it is impofllble to get through it with a

contrary wind. South of Negropont are, indeed, -two
rocks •, but there is a fufhcicnt pafi'age with a fair

wind. The Archipelago is full of ii]ands and rocks
^

of the latter of which Horace fiys,

Interfufa nitentes

Vites ^quora Cyclades..

Hah'



Afia Minor, the Archipelago, Sec. 73

Hah ! yet take heeu, avoid thofe fatal Teas,

Which roll among the rnmiiig Cyclades.

And Virsilo'

Sparfafque per a-juor

Cycladas^ 67 crebris legimus jreta confita terris.

Lib. iii. iEneid, ver. 126.

Ships generally lie-to in the night-time, efpccially

in the uncertain months o\ the winter feafon. Here
we alfo palled the dangerous rocks ol" Coloiera^ and
between the idands ot Ipfera and Scio. There are pro-

perly two iQands of the former name, though one of

them only is inhabited ; this is, indeed, the largeft,

and has ieveral villages.

At laft we got round the cape called Calaberno,

an enormous mountain on the continent, projecting

feme diflance into the Tea. The inhabitants of this

coail, are reckoned fo very inhuman, that they make
little ceremony of murdering fuch unfortunate perfons,

whom the miferies of fhipwreck oblige to feek for

ihelter on the Ihoar. Early in the morning we enter-

ed the fpacious gulph ot Smyrna^ having on the ri^ht-

hand the iilands ot Vourla^ or Dorlc.c. There are

three of thefe idands : the firfl of which is, at leaft,

four times as large as the other, v/hich, indeed, are

only rocks, furrounded with huge ftones, and owe
their names to a large country town lying over

againft them on the continent, called Vourla^ and faid

to have been built out of the ruins of the once cele-

brated city of Clazomene.

A LITTLE before noon v/e pafied by the watcr-

caftle, fituated on a point of low-land, which forms

pne fide of the bay. It is fo {lightly built, that a-

third
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third rate man of war might eafily demohfh it. Some
large pieces of cannon are, indeed, mounted on a

battery even with the water's edge, and which might

be once difcharged ; but being without carriages it

would take up a great deal of time and trouble to

load them a fccond time. Near this water-caftle arc

fome houfes, forming a kind of village : they are on-

ly one ftory high, and built of tenacious earth.

Th e country at the foot of the mountains is eve-

ry where covered with woods, and affords a great deal

of diverfion to fportfmen, efpecially in fliooting fnipes

among the fens. Ships pay nothing here at their en-

trance, but at going away a piajlre^ called by the in-

habitants cafcaret^ when the captain is obliged to go
on fhoar, to produce the governor of Smyrna's paff-

port, or eafcaret^ the fee for which is five piaftres and
a half.

On my landing at Smyrna I was received with great

politenefs and hofpitality by M. Hochepied, conlul of

our nation there, who generoully offered me his houfe

and table, and introduced me to the mod eminent

merchants, both of our own and other nations, from
whom I received great civilities. The mofb remark-

able particulars that fell under my obfervations from
time to time, alter I had recovered from the fatigues

of a voyage, which cannot be confidered as very

agreeable, I fliall make the fubjedl of the following

chapter.

CHAP.
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CHAP. VIII.

Dcfcription of the city of Smyrna, and it's neigh-

bourhood ; with forne antique ijifcriptions^ and
ohfervations on commerce^ the office ofa conjul^ and
particular ciifloms of the "ujomcn, &c.

THAT the city of Smyrna was originally built;

as Pliny affirms *, by an Amazon ot that name,
is confidered as a fidlion, though the inhabitants are

very tenacious of this opinion. Straloy however -f,

gives us the following pompous dcfcription of it. It

v;as, fays he, the moll beautiiul and fplendid city of
all Afia Part of it flood on an acclivity ; but the

mofl elegant buildings were in a plain, not far from
the fea-fhoar, and over againft it flood the famous
temple o'i Cybele. All the ilreets were broad, ftraight,

well paved, and decorated on each fide with ftately

palaces, and colonades : and befides the temple of

Cybele, it had others of great magnificence ; a pub-
lick library, and an excellent harbour, which could

be fhut up in cafe of neceffity •, but what the inhabi-

tants of Smyrna mofl glory'd in, is the circumflance

of it's giving birth to the divine Homr r j].

With
* L. V. c. 29.

t L. XIV. p. 646.

II
It is certain, that Homer was in the higheft efteem among

the ancients. Strabo, Lib. xiv, pag. 646. tells us, that the inha-

bitants of Smyrna, who ftill infilt, that he was born among them,

erefted, after his death, a very elegant temple to him, in which
they placed his ftatue. And Farroy de imaginibns. Lib. i. fays, that

the inhabitants of Jos^ now called iWo, one of the Cydades, though

by moil reckoned among the Sporades, paid him divine honours.

The learned are not agreed with regard to the time when Ho-
mer lived, though mofl: are of opinion, that it was about the time

of king Solo7non^ efpecially Bochart, Canaan, Lib. i. cap. 37. It

\\ alfo a received opinion, that Homer was bliad, and that he ac-

quired
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With regard to modern Smyrna, (which differs

greatly from the ancient, and ftands on another fpot) it

is but a fmall city -, the hoiifes mean, and built on the

declivity of a mountain. It's caftle is an old ruinous

ftru6lure, ereded by the primitive Chriftians, as all

the buildings in this part ot Turkey v/ere. Here are

bazars^ bafefteins^ Kanes^ or caravanfaries, and other

edifices for the publick convenience, as in other

Turkifli places. Here are alfo feveral foap-houfcs,

erefted by the Grand Vizier, Hala Pafcha^ once fo

greatly dreaded by the Chriftians.

The harbour is large and convenient, but the en-

trance fomething difficult. Near it are the ruins of

an old caftle, formerly built by the Genocfe. The
quarter in which the Franks, or Europeans, refidc, is

much the befb part of the city, both on account of

the handfome houfes occupied by the conllils and

wealthy merchants, and their fituation, ftanding near

the fnore, having {lately piazzas running all along

quired his name from that accident ; Homeros, in the Ionic dialed,

fignifying, being deprh-ved offight

.

Pliny, lib.w. cnp. 12. and Plutarch, in <vita Scaftorii, pag.

^y^, and in 1///^ Hcmeri, pag 711, iays, that he died and v.as bii-

ried in the illand of Jos, now 'Nio, mentioned above. Some are

of opinion, that he perifhed with hunc;er ; others fay, that he died

through vexation, being unable to folve the riddle of the lice,

"i'hus abfurdity is commonly blended with genius, and nieannefs

with fublimity.

It feems, that landing on the iHand of yos, and afking fome
fifhermen who were returning from their work, whether they had
caught any thing, they returned this jenigmatick anfwer. All we
have caught we have left behind, and what we could not catch

we have brought with us. By which they meant, that inftead of

fi thing they had been endeavouring to free themftilves from ver-

min.

Homer rot being able to folve the difliculty, is faid to have

died of grief. The fuppolcd denunciation of the oracle was, that

*' Homer fhould beware of a riddle." Which may ferve to illu-

llrate a common obfcrvation, " That perfons of the mofl: fhining

" abilities, are far from being exempt from falling in^o the highcft
*' abfurdities."'

the
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the quay. Here they have an cxtenfive profpe6i: of

the lea, and fhips failing at a great diftancc •, and in

fummer enjoy the relre(hing gales of wind, called TaU
bat, without which the heat would be infupportable.

For whenever the frefh breezes of this wind abate for

any time, the inhabitants are fure to be attacked by
a malignant fever, little inferior to the plague.

Most of the principal merchants have houfes in

the country, whether they retire in times of pefti-

lence. 1 was at feveral, and fometimes crofled the

river Meles, which formerly wafhed the walls of Smyr-

na. This is the fpot fo much reverenced as the na-

tive place of Homer, the nymph Criiheis, they fay,

being delivered of him on it's banks. And thence it's

appellation, Melefigenes *, i e. born on the banks of the

Meles. At fome dillance from this river is a fmall lake,

called the bath of Diana, from a temple which former-

ly ifood near it, and was dedicated to that goddefs.

We alfo vifited a village, called Cavadidera \ but a

firanger mufb be cautious how he ventures too far alone

in this country, left he be furprized by robbers, who
not utisfied with pillaging unfortunate travellers, carry

them off, and exact an exorbitant fum for their ranfom.

A pradice, of which there are too frequent in-

flances.

Another village near this, is called Hajiar, where
the European merchants have feveral feats. This vil-

lage is fituated in a delightful plain, having; an ele-

gixnt view ov^er Smiyrna bay. Beyond the river Meles,

towards the mountains, lies Botigas, another village,

where the Englifh, French, and Dutch confuls re-

fide. Among the mountains I obferved fome ruinous

walls, carrying all the marks of great antiquity, and
according to the inhabitants, are thofe of Old Smyrna.

By the way I was fhewn the Dutch burial-place, in

which, it mult be allowed, that many of my country-

iDen lie very nobly entombed in marble, covered with

* Epor. in Ariilot. & Plutarch, in vita Homeri.

the
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the moft pompous infcriptions. In the old city I was

fhewn the tree, faid to have fprung from the ftaflfof

St Polycarp ; and another from the very crutch of that

faint. I alfo obferved ruins of a circus, where the

equeftrian exercifes were performed, now almoft buri-

ed under the earth. With regard to the grand theatre,

for which it was anciently diftinguifhed, not the leaft

veftiges of it are to be fcen •, fo that it is impofllble to

determine the fpot where this magnificent ftrudurc

flood.

From the mountain on which the caftle, or citadel,

(lands, is a profpeft that can hardly be exceeded.

The city, the harbour, the villages, the feats, the ri-

ver, the eminences and plains., fill the eye with an in-

chanting variety. At the entrance of the caflle gate I

(aw the fuppofed Amazon's head, much defaced, but

very highly valued here •, it appeared to me, however,

that the artift was not Praxiteles. On the north fide,

over the gate, within an oval, is an infcription in

Greek letters, which was evidently done in the time

of the lad Greek emperors. I alfo found on a ftone,

at the mouth of an oven, the following infcription :

IN EXAPISATO RKTXINIAI

OTHNE KATA SKETASANTOS
N NOMOTS KAI TAS OAAA.

From another ftone, near the caftle, I tranfcribed

the following,

AKTIAKOS EPMOFENOYC
>FTAHS AMMnNIAOS AFOPASAO
TO EN SOPIONTOT nOTHNE
nirPA^HN AIA TIIN EN SMTPNH
APXEIXIN nPOSKATES KETASE
KAI TO ETEPON TO XTNE ZETFME
NON EATTiiN KAI ETTTXIA TH AT

TOT
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TOT TTNAIKI KM 2HTA nATAH
TH ^TZEI OTFATPI KAI TEKN
012 AYTH2 KAniTXlNI KAI ITA
AA KAI EKrONOIS KAI AnEAET0E
POIS EATTOT TE KAI TOTTXIN.

The walls of ancient Smyrna, are above twelve Ita-

lian miles in circuit -, but were not all built at the

fame time, fome parts confifting of marble intermix-

ed with bricks, and thus refembled nearly thofe of
Conjlantinopky as will appear in the fequel. In the

caftle are large vaults, fuppofed to have been cifterns for

preferving the rain water. Within this fortification is

an iron gate, leading to that part of it, which, not

being totally in ruins, is inhabited. On the ramparts

I faw two large pieces of cannon, which are fired at

the time of the Bairam. Thefe are all the particulars,

I thought worth enumerating, in the ruins of ancient

Smyrna, without having recourfe to vain conjec-

tures.

In our return I vifited the church belonging to the

Armenians, which is by no means defpicable. They
have made ufc of old marbles for their tombs, and have

in their burial places numberlefs infcriptions, from
whence I have feledled the following.

AYTOrnOA . . AnOAEIHEIS nPOIENH
AEFNENOT . AS . nPOS TON AHMON ETNOIAS KAI
EN rONANA . . lAIGII KAI TOIS EKFENnS E
nEIAE . nK0T02 EATTON EIS TOT SmETAE U\
TP1A02 ATHNAS ANAAEAEEMENOT AE KAI KIN
AX. ANOTS KAI nPEIBEIAI nAElONAS ENIKEN THS
nEPI AKOINA ^lAGTlMIAS EN TE TMZ APXAI2 <I>I

AOAOHIAS ANAS TPE^OMENCN KAI RASIN ISXiS

KAI AlKAinS XPIiMENOT THN TE HPOSEKAS
lONTiiN nOAirnN ARANTHIIN nOlOTA4ENOT
$IAAN0POnON KAAXIS EXONE2 TIN TAS HPE
NOTS AS TIMAS Till AiETHAAAXOTI ^HiJ)lSAS0AI

AEAOX-
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AEAOX0Annl AHMHI STF,4) \NnSAI A0HNOAPOI
XPT2X2I ETE^ANHI KA[ EIXONl XAAKHI STE^ANXl

0HNAI AE ATTON KAI TIES TOT TTMNAEIAPXCT KAI
TON NEHN XPTSni STE^ANXII KAI EIKXINI XAAKHI

KAI TnO THN nAIAONOMXiN KAI nAIAHN. ^P'^'^I

ZTE^ANXII KAI EIKONI XAAKHI KAI TYIO '' OT Eni

TH2 ETKOSMIAS KAI THN HAPQENXIN XPTSHI
STE^ANni KAI EIKONI XAAKHI EHEIAE KAI Ol

TIKHKOTE2 TOTS IEP0T2 AEXINAS KAI

ITNAPXON [ El TOT MHNOfMNTOT KAI

01 HAIAETTAI TliN TE HATAXIN KAI E^H
BnN nPOSnOPETONTAI HMIN BOTAOMENOI
KAI ATTOI AIA THN TOT HATPOS TOT METHA
AAXOTOS nPOS EATTOTI ETNOIAN TLMHSAI.

In a garden I faw the monument of the Roman,

Marcus Fahius^ alfo in Greek To gratify the curi-

ous in ancient infcriptions, I fhall add a few, which I

copied at Smyrna, and the neighbouring parts, though

fome of them are very imperfcd. The rirll is in the

garden of the Dutch conful, under a bajjo relievo^

reprefenting a perfon in a fitting attitude, and giving

his hand to another who is {landing behind two fmaller

fisures.'D

Toy TTJi/tJTo;/ v.a.r(x Trxiixoc v.oi^ V^o'xot h to XiyiTXI?

''A'i^iuv vo'xJoiQ y.iKcii iiiri^h^xTO koKtto;

1 »T0 TTxTg XSOV'Ai T£U^£ CTUV EVVSTtSl

^i'i-ji (Tu S" Ucicrx; Av/j-onXio; vux X^^-ip^'IT)

^e^oxX:x CTiiyjj-.q oi^Kx^Xi i'/Jioq i)nov.

In the houfe of a certain Greek at Smyrna, called

Zachcrias, are two fla'ues of women elegantly per-

formed, with the following infcriptions

:

1. KwAf
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2 TYiv vsocv Muti(7J)ii/ ttoAji/.

Tsaj ' Attiko?

On another (tone I found the following

:

X S^ AA II ^ NAIAIIVII I

OI2~KAl ©PEMMAII MH AE
XEXONOS EHGTZIAN M
TE nnAHSAI MHTE AIIAAA
TPmSAI EIAE TI2 AHAAA
TPmiAI EIAE TIS AHAAAO
TPinsH AniEi m c^iekh * (p

TATTH2 THS EOITPA^HS
AnOKEITAI ANTirPA<&ON
I2TO APXEIONTO EN 2MYPNH.

,:Wki LST I was here a ftone was dug up in the mar-
ket, with feveral others near it, together with the pe-
deftal of a column. On the former was as follows i

^^^hich has fliared in the defolation of the city

:

. . . \x\ NE n K0P02

ZMTPNAIXIN nOAtS
TA ONOMATA TflN
THE2 XHMENnN
KAI ITNEISENENKANTON
EIS THN TOT AIMENOZ
KATA IK

A PHYSICIAN, who lived near the European quar-

ter, fliewed me the next in his own houfe.

TOL. I. G «WT¥
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Aoif >4«A?v<f|)5/otj Ar. N° Z.

On a wall, inclofing a Turkifh burying- place, near

the Jews quarter, I met with this infcription :

Mapxo? iSoAacnrwo? SioipavTo; I«Ai«^oJ

MuAa<r£Li? xaj S^upyaroj o to fj!,vviy.£i

ov >taT£(rp^£u«xc«)j Z H.

And in the burying-place itfelf I read the fol-

lowing :

TO MNHMA TOTTO E2TIN nonAIOT AIAIOY TEPTIOT
SMTP

NAIOT BOAEYTOT nAIAOTPIBOY KAI O nPOSKEI-

. .
MENOS

Tn IVINHMEin TOnOS OYTHS AIAM0NH2 KAIflN
BEBOYAHMAI

AIA THS EnirPA$H2 THS KEXAPAIMENHS TH
EflPmiPO

N0H2 OYEINO KAHPONOMOI MOY KAI AnEAEY0EPOr
EXONTES

KAI AYTOI AIKAIONTOY TA<^HN AI ENTHNNHMATI
XnPIETOY

EnEISENEFKEIN TH lOPXl ENH EEXiKA AEY0H2OMAI
ETEPON

NEKPON H ETEPAN Eni©EINAIS OPON Til MNHMEIXl
EI AE MH

EAN EnEISENErKnSIN HAPA BEBOYAHMAI H EHI-

©X2IIN
AnOA020Y2IN KAI AYTO: EIS TON $I2K0NTaN

KYPinN
AYTOKPATOPaN AHNAPIA HENTAKIS XEIAIA.

The
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The Englifh conful favoured me with one, which
he copied from a fquare Hone, in his own houfe

:

x«i TTi (TO^QV rn'v ETTt Tw S'wpaxEtw xosi Ta

xotTwu ^iSnoivQ]/ zpiiauvov ocroOwat

B. S. £i(r£AfLI(7K iXUTYl Kxl <T\tVTOi(pQV TU

ATAOHI TTXHI
.V. AAMnPHTATH KAI MHTPOHO

AEI KAI TPISNEnKOPfl, TflN 2EBA2
TON KATA TA AOFMATA TH2 IE

PaTATHS ETrKAHTOT SMTPNAIXIN

MTSTHPIOISAN . . T

. PA^TON rnOMNHMAiaNOS KAI O ©EOS. H
. . S SEXTILIO ACVTIANO SENTENTIAM

DIVI PATRIS M.
SI RECOGN. VNDE VI CENSIMUS ACT.
VI IDVS APRIL ROMAE CAES

.... ATOPI KAI2API MAia AAPIANH ANTONEINXl
TO B TAIO BPOTT . . .

.... AI^yATANIOS C)AAOTI05: AhMO20ENIANOS
AAinOi: EFNOS TENHi: OU ETEO AIAI

.... OSKriNIOS KAPIK02 Tl KAATAI02 AKTIOS

VII CONSTITVTIONEM

In a Turkifh burying-place, near the village Bor-*

navore^ I found the following

:

uit\p £up(,nf FAauxof £TOi)j(raTo 7nfi^

' G 2

'

ANtf
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j' And on a pillar in the burying-place near the vil-

lage Adjgilar :

I. Conftant

Conftant

NORR. CAES. PP.
V I.

. ; VPNHE.

2. lYig j-i(r»aj

" IloAt? avig~r,iTiV ....
AoAAiavs TivrioiVdii . . .

3. B. H. I E T. T T X H,

4. FL. VALENTINIANO
ET FL. VALENTI
VICTORR. S. P.

In a valley by the fide of the river Meles, about

300 paces beyond the city, I found the following :

jU,£VO?

(T\J Yi^S y..

TO rrxoxTT

Evoi/ ocTTO ricv

'AiSflwv xacTOi •

Tacro-tTtxi iU

ipoi; oJaf " " " '

And from a ftone by the road leading to the vil-

lage of Bougas 1 copied this

;

....AAor-
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....AAOTMENAS

. . . . NAETKENAIT

. . . . MONH2 THi: A

.... ON ^ISKO N

....HAONTAI 0ITM20Y

During my ftay at Smyrna I faw a kind of pro-

cefTion, on account of the converfion of a Greek and

Armenian to the Mahometan faith. They were ac-

companied by a great number of Janizaries, and

others-, and by order of the Cad: all the (hops were fhut

up during the whole day, while the feveral companies

iiccompanied the proceflion, except the Jews who tour d
means by bribes to be excufed from attending. The
greateft advantage thefe converts acquire is, to be do-

meihcks to perfons of diftin6lion, and by that means

may arrive to fome fmall degree of preferment in

this tranfitory world, which both they and their fupe-

riors mull Ihortly leave behind them.

In the country are great numbers of Storks, which

afford the inhabitants an odd kind of diverfion. They
place hens eggs in the Stork's neft, and when the

young are hatched, the male, on feeing them of a

different form from it's own fpecies, makes a hideous

noife i which calls together a crowd of other Storks

hovering about the neft ; and who, to revenge the

difgrace which the female has, in appearance, brought

on her neft, deftroy her, by pecking her to death :

the male, in the mean time, making the heavieft la-

mentation, as it bewailing his misfortune, which obli-

ged him to have recourfe to fuch difagreeable fe-.

verities.

Here I alfo faw the creature called Camelecn. It

was found among the ruins of old Smyrna caftle.

The creature was pretty large, and I faw it change it's

colour three feveral times, becoming black, green, and

white : it was placed on a piece of red cloth, and of-

G 3 tea
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^en turned, but never aflumed that hue. Whether
the creature was too large, and the fmaller only imi-

tate this colour, or from any other reafon, is beyond

my philofophy to determine. With regard to it's

food, during the eight days it lived with us, I did not

obferve it to eat any thing, except fmall flies, which

it caught in the air with it*s tongue.

Semper hiat femper tenuem qua vefcitur auram
Reciprocal: Chameleon.

Et miltat faciem varios fumiique colores ;

Pr^eter rubrum vel candidum.

Sic ^ adulator populari ijejcitur aura

Hianfque cun5fa devorat
',

Et folum mores ifnitatur principis atros

Alhi & pudici nefcius.

Alciatus, Emb. LIII.

Among the diverfions ufed by the merchants at

Smyrna, and particularly the Englifh, hunting is one

of the principal, and is generally attended with good
fport. Every one brings his dog, and the conlUl is

the leader They generally hunt twice a week from

September to March. The ipot is a delighful plain,

4iot far from the water-caflle, and planted with olive-

trees. Near it, at the foot of a hill, are fprings, the

waters of which are fo hot, that they will boil an egg.

Here are alfo ruins of a bath, the bafon remaining en-

tire ; it is fupplied with two pipes, one of which dif-

charges hot water, and the other cold. I was alio in-

formed that here anciently ftood a temple dedicated.

to Apollo.

When the fport is over, the hunters take a repaft

on the ground, under the fhade of the trees, and healths

circulate amidft continual huzzas and flourifhes on
the horns -, and this is three times repeated at drink-

ing that of the conful. This manly recreation keeps

up harmony, fociety, and a good underflanding

among
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among the merchants, who otherwife are known to

be too much inclined to envy and jealoufy.

Most of the Dutch trade of the Levant is carried

on at Smyrna •, but at prefent this commerce is greatly

declined. 'I'he chief branch of it confifted in the fine

Leyden cloths, which were in very great repute among
the Turks, while they were properly made ; but when
all kinds of" flimzy coarfe Huffs, came to be export-

ed hither, their reputation loon funk among the infi-

dels. The Englifh have a6ted a wifer part, and ever

fince they began to fend their fine cloths, have kept

up the reputation of their goods. The French, in-

deed, who both here, and in other places, exceed the

other foreigners in number, have fent hither large

quantities of Languedoc cloth, and which they fell

cheap. This, confequently, has proved detrimental

to the other trading nations ; but it was the infancy

of their manuflidure, and the Dutch fhould not have

gone into an imitation -, the detriment would have

been of no long continuance ; fuch cloths being ufed

only for lervants, and the meaner people. Thofe of

any rank clothe themfelves in the Englilh manufacture.

It has even, for fome time, been a taHiion among the

ladies to wear in their own houfes, or Haram^ gowns
made of cloth, inftead of Per/tan filk. This alone

has greatly enlarged the fale of Englifh cloths.

I CANNOT omit obferving here, that the Englifh

have an advantage above the Dutch, which deferves

attention. At the time v/hen the Dutch fent fine, and

the Englifli very coarfe ftuffs, the duties were paid by
the bale, in proportion to the value of the goods. It

was very equitable that the Englifli fhould pay lefs

than the Dutch, their goods being of an inferior qua-

lity. The Englifh foon changed their commodities,

but found means to continue the duties on the fame
footing. A certain Cadi^ or judge, having once ta-

ken this into confideration, thought it very reafonable

that the duty fhould be raifed j but the Englifli ap-

G 4 peakd
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pealed to Conjiantinople, where, by the dextrous ma-

nagement of their embaflfador, and the afliftance of

prefents, they gained their caufe, and the ancient

compaft continues the fame as before •, and they ft ill

fend great quantities of their manufadiures hither, but

no coin, that nation finding the great advantage in

carrying on a trade with the produds of their own
country, viz, tin, cloth, i^c. This commerce is the

fource of a very confiderable and conftant profit to

thofe who refide at Smyrna^ it being tranfafted without

any rifk on their parts, a6ling only by commifTion ;

that is, they buy and fell for others, and receive three

per cent, on all the goods configned to them -, and the

fame on the goods they return. The latter confifls of

Turkey thread, Perfian filk, cotton, carpets, drugs,

and gums, as rhubarb, mafric, &c.

Formerly the Dutch fent only a fort of velTels

called pinks, to Smyrna. But the Zealanders were foon

convinced, that thefe veffcls were too v/eak to defend

themfelves againft the Algerines^ and therefore have for

fome time employed frigates of thirty guns, or more.

The principal perfon in the conduct of our com-

merce, which here, as well as in other parts of the L<?-

vant., has been long declining, is the conful, an officer

appointed by the States. In the civil caufes of his na-

tion he fits as judge, and is aflifted by three afieffors,

who are always eminent merchants. Thefe gentlemen

have alfo the care of the company's cheft, and have

under them a treafurer, who is entirely dependent on

the diredors of the company, with a iahry of two
thoufand guilders per annum. But this m^oncy m.ight

be faved by iJoHowing the example of the more frugal

Englifli, who always appoint one of their merchants

treafurer, and who difcharges the ofiice three years,

tho' he has but a very fmall allowance for his trouble.

The conful has alfo a fecretary, who counterfigns

all the paiTports, and alfo ads as attorney for the

States. When this ofpce becomes vacant, the conful

recom-
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recommends one of his friends to the direftors, and is

generally approved of, as the perfon miift be pretty

well known to him, and his character would fuffcr

greatly if he recommended an unworthy perfon. The
ccnful, indeed, pretends, that this office is at his dif-

pofal ; and the directors have adually that power.

This juridical power of a conful extends only to

perfons of his own nation •, for fhould one of the liti-

gants be either a Turk, Armenian, or Greek, and

the other a Dutchman, tor inftance ; the Cadi would
take cognizance of the difpute. And this alone

makes it very dangerous for merchants refiding in the

Levant to marry Grecian women, for fuch merchants

commonly lofe their correfpondence.

In capital affairs, he may, indeed, pafs fentence on
a malefa*5tor, but the party mud be fent to Holland.

There alfo lies an appeal from the conful to a higher

court, namely, that of the embaffador at Conftanti-

nople, he being the head of all the Hollanders in the

Levant. Of this there are feveral inftances. At leaft'

this was the cafe formerly ; and at prcfent, as the con-

ful himfelf told me, if a Hollander thinks himfelf in-

jured by a fentence, he may apply to the ambaflador,

who gives him a citation of appeal, by which he can

remove the caufe to the tribunal of the Hague ; but

the fum in difpute miuft be depofited in the fccretar*»'s

office of the conful at Smyrna, purfuant to an adt of

the States made in the year 1685.

The conful has an annual falary of ten thoufand

guilders, which is paid him every fix months, out of

the common cheft of the Levant trade ; and it is, I

fuppofe, on this account, that the directors have the

prefentation, and the States the liberty of chufmg.
Befides this liberal falary, the conful is not abfolutely

without perquifites ; as fix Baralhs, or letters patent,

which the court prefects him with : and the perfon

prefented with fuch a letter, is under the protedion of

the conful, is confidered as a Holland«r, is not fubjed

to
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to taxes, and pays no greater duty for his goods than

a real Hollander.

The more wealthy Greeks, Armenians, and even

Jews, purchafe thefe letters, at the rate of fix or fevea

hundred piaftres each.

At Smyrna^ the coni^-irs fon is called Befede, which,

in the Turkifh language figniftes the fon of a prince,

or great lord. I'he Franks ilile him illtijlrijfimo^ which

is alfo the title of the conful, and illufiriffima^ of

his lady.

If a conful, or his lady, are abroad at night, they

have two tlambeauxs carried before them, but the fon

of a conful only one ; whereas a merchant muft be

content with one or more lanthorns. The French,

befides their conful, have two deputies from the

nierchants, and are changed every year. The firft ot

thefe performs, the tuncflions of this office alone,

and is the next perfon to the conful. In all ceremo-

nies he leads the conful's lady •, has a raifed feat in the

church, near that of the conful -, and ,in cafe of fick-

nefs, or abfence, executes his office. He is alfo trea-

furer, but the falary of that poft is only fixty-fix pia-

ftres ; and even out of this he muft make an enter-

tainment, which at once finks his whole falary, and of-

ten much more; for on thefe occafions there is an emu-

lation among the merchants at Smyrna, which makes

entertainments remarkably expenfive as well as ele-

gant. The moft difagreeable particulars in them are,

the prodigious time we are obliged to fit at table, and

the innumerable toafts that are always given, which'to

perfons who live temperately, and endeavour to fpend

their time to the beft advantage, are extremely dif-

gufting. The firft deputy, when the year of his of-

fice is nearly expired, recommends another to his

countrymen, and he is generally approved of; but

there is no neceffity for this, the company having

it in their power to eled another by a majority of

votes.

The
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Th e Republic of Venice has alfo a conful at Smyrna ;

but he makes a figure greatly inferior to that of other

confuls. His hoiife is very fmall, and he entirely

depends on the Bayle^ or Venetian ambaflador at Con-
Jlantinople, to whom alfo he pays two thirds of his fa-

lary. The Bayle pays the coniiil's interpreter, fecre-

tary, &c. whence it may be eafily inferred, that this

conful makes no very fplendid appearance.

I MUST not here omit fome ceremonies of refpe6t,

which obtain at Smyrna among the confuls and
merchants. But it muft be previouQy obferved, that

they were introduced by the former, in order to give

fome lullre to their characters -, which doubtlefs ftands

in need of fomcthing of that kind, for a conful is in

truth only an envoy of merchants ^ though it may juft-

iy be faid, that the confuls at Smyrna are above other

confuls, and in one particular, even above ambalTa-

dors themfelves •, namely, that they are judges over

their countrymen. On the other hand, the envoys of
princes or republics, ftand in no need of thefe trifles,

being fufficiently raifed above their countrymen by
their poft and employment. The intention of all

thefe ceremonies is, to create a kind of diftance, or

diftindlion, between a conful and a private merchant.

When a conful's lady pays a vifit to a merchant's

wife, the latter receives her at the outer door, and al-

fo attends her thither at her return. The confuls, in

their mutual vifits, receive each other in the court be-

fore their houfes j and if any females are of the party,

the conful to whom the vifit is paid, leads the hrft

lady in rank into the houfe.

In all vifits paid by merchants wives to the conful's

lady, they firft kifs her hand, and afterwards her face.

They then take her hand, and lay it on their forehead,

as a nwrk of fubordination. I'his ceremony is alfo

performed in publick, after divine fervice on new--

year's day, while coffee, chocolate, &c. Is, in the

jneap time, handed round by the llaves. Some wo-
men
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men alfo pay the fame fubmiffive homage to the

conful.

The Dutch at Smyrna have alfo a chaplain with a

liberal appointment, and is nominated by the direc-

tors of the Levant company ; but the conful's recom-

mendation is of very great weight. He preaches on-

ly on funday- mornings ; and a little before fervice be-

gins the oldeft merchant waits upon the conful's lady,

and leads her to her feat in the chapel, and when fer-

vice is over pays her the fame refpeft back again.

The ladies of confuls have the title of Madam^ but

thofe of the merchants only Miftrefs. The confuis

and their ladies, even in their own houfes, take the

upper hands of merchants, and fit at table in arm-

chairs. The confuls of France and England, together

with their ladies, from a conteft about precedency, are

therefore never both prefent at the fame entertain-

ment.

Tpie confuls when they pay a vifit, are attended

with their whole retinue, as intepreters, treafurers, fe-

cretaries, footmen, &c. When they came to vifit us

we attended them to the foot of the flairs, as they had

had done us in our vifit to them. In the mean time,

feveral troublefome cuftoms have obtained here"-, name-
ly, that at all entertainments the healths are drank

llanding, and a loud huzza to each.

We once accompanied our conful to the Cadi or

judge, who, though he holds his employment only-

one year, or at fartheft fifteen months, gains one hun-

dred thoufand rixdollars, and the confuls are obliged,

in their turn, to pay a vifit to every new Cadi \ nor

muft they appear without the expefted prefents.

When a conful makes this vifit in his formalities,

all the fhips under his protedlion in the harbour, hoift

their colours, and fire guns. The fame is done at his

I'tturn, and during the whole time the flag is hoifled

at the conful's houfe. Our conful went to the Cadi's

houfe on foot, attended by all his domefticks, and the

greateft
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greateft part of his countrymen. The audience-hall

was very meanly furnillied for the chief of fo diftin-

guiihed a tribunal, and the conful fits there alone for

Ibme time in an arm-chair, previouily fcnt from his

houfe. At length the Cadi appears, attended by an

afleflbr, and preceded by his vicar. They fat down
on the y^/'}?, and after mutual compliments, the conlul

-delivered to the Cadi the Grand Segnior's letter of

compael, defiring, at the fame time, that he wovild

be plealbd to obferve the gracious contents q\ it to-

wards the Dutch. This was fucceeded by various to-

pics of converfation, during which coffee and fherbet

were prefented. And after fpending in this manner

fomething more than half an hour, the conful took

his leave, without the leaft attendance bellowed on

him, either by the Cadi, or any one in his name.

The women, both Turks and others, inflead of

Twathing up their infants, as is cuftomary here, drefs

them only in a light gown, leaving nature at full liber-

ty to dired their growth. And yet it is remarkable,

that crooked perfons are much rarer in Turkey than in

thofe nations, who value themfelves upon the know-
ledge of the human body. The women are alfo very

careful to keep themfelves neat and clean, and for that

purpofe frequently make ufe of the bath ; but this fo

weakens the elafticity of their fibres, as to render their

flefh foft, and often flabby. Corpulency is here in fuch

high efteem, efpecially among the Turks -, that fome
at certain times, and with fuperflitious ceremonies

fwallow a quarter of an ounce of mercury, the lu-

preme beauty in all thefe parts being a large fat body,
• and prominent breads.

The Greek women at Smyrna make great ufe of

paint, v/hich odious cuftom has aifo got footing

' among the Franks. This paint, which is called Sul-

lama^ imparts a beautiful rednefs to the cheeks, and
. gives the fkin a remarkable glofs. This is however

.' cafily difcovered by chewing a clove, and breathing

)- ; ,/ on
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on the perfon's face ; which in this circumftance it

immediately turns yellow. But this is not the only

bad confequence attending the pradice j for a confi-

derable quantity of mercury making a part of this

paint, the teeth of thofe who ufe it foon fuffer re-

markably ; and thus for a falfe, they lofe a real beauty.

Greek girls often carry their decorations to a much
higher pitch, efpecially on the day of their marriage ;

for they even gild their faces, which is here confi-

dered as irrefiftibly charming.

I SHALL conclude thefe remarks, on the cuftoms

of the fair fex of Smyrna^ with obferving, that when
a Frank is defirous of having one of them for a con-

cubine, he mull firft addrefs himfelf to the Soubafci

for a licence, and for which he pays a certain number
of piajiers •, this licence fecures him, for Ihould any

one offer to moleR him, or intrude on his rights, the

Soubafci would immediately fecure him, as an offen-

der againft the laws of the country ; and fhould he

happen to be furprized in his illegal amour, both the

gentleman and his miftrefs, would be exhibited thro*

all the ftreets of the city upon an afs, unlefs he

thought proper to buy off his punifhment by a round

fum of money.
The inconveniences, and vifitations of the city of

Smyrna, and the neighbouring country, are earth-

quakes, plagues, and, fometimes the invafions oiCor-

fairs. With regard to the firft, they are fo frequent,

that they muft be very confiderable even to merit ob-

fervation. Whilft I was here we had one, however,

fo violent, that the houfes, and other buildings, fhook

with a frightful noife, though without any further

damage in the city of Smyrna j but in other places it

caufed melancholy devaflations.

A FEW days after ten Algerine corfairs came into

the harbour, and the crews being permitted to go
afhore, they caufed at firft a confiderable tumult and

confufion j which could not fail of filling the Dutch
with



Afia Minor, the Archipelago, &c. 95

with terrible apprehenlions. But it muft be acknow-
ledged, in jiiftice to the Porte, that as foon as the

complaints reached that city, an order came for them
to depart without delay •, and five gallies came to in-

force the order, in cafe the Algerines fhould fcruple

to obey it.

With regard to the peftilence, it often rages im

the city, when the confuls retire to their country

houfes. The terrible havock it has made in the capi-

tal of this empire is inexpreffible ; nor is a total cef-

fation hardly ever known.
Amidst all the exuberant delights which the adja-

cent country affords, this may ferve to convince us,

that no part of the world is free from inconveniences.

The fafeft and wifeft method therefore is, to confider

prefent enjoyments as tranfitory, and to let our prin-

cipal endeavours be, to fecure thofe which are perma-
nent and eternal.

Before I conclude,this chapter, I fhall endeavour

to anfwer two queftions, propofed by a very ingeni-

ous and learned gentleman.

First, Whether there are now any vineyards on
the coafl of Smyrna, which produce fruit twice a year,

as Varro *, who is allowed to have been a perfon of
the greateft knowledge among the Romans, feems to

affirm ? This author fays, Non enim eadem omnia in

eodem agro re5le pojfunt (nempe nafci) nam ut alius

eji ad vitem appofitus, alius ad frumentum^ fic de cate-

ris alius ad aliam rem. Propter eandem caufam multa
funt bifera^ ut Vites apud Mare Smyrna, i. e. " All
" things cannot thrive in the fame manner, in the
*' fame foil i one is proper for the vine, another for
*' corn, another from a produdl of a different kind.
" It is owing to the fame caufe, that many lands bear
** twice a year, as the vineyards near the fea of
*' Smyrna."

SecondlV^
f Lib. r. cap. 7. de Re Ruftic;
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Secgnd.ly, Whether any account can be givcni

of -two idols, hitherto unknown, called in feveral an-

tique infcriptions.

All MAABAXn ^ 2EAAMANEI,

f
"J^pitST Madhathus^ & Selamanes .?

With regard to the firfl queftion, no fuch

vineyards are now to be fcen here, unlefs we apply

it to a few vines, which during the whole fum-

mer, and part of autumn, 'till checked by the

cold, bud, bloffom, and bring forth a fucceflion of

grapes. And on this account they are diftinguiilied

in the Turkifh language by the name of Jediweren^

that is, yielding feven -, and in the Greek sTrlaKotXov.

Though I am rather inclin'd to attribute the fertility

of thofe vines to fome peculiar quality in themfelves,

than to the foil or climate of Smyrna.

As to the fecond, namely, the two unknown idols>

I muft frankly acknowledge, that to give a fatisfado-

ry account of them is beyond my power. The firlt

Jupiter Madbachus^ may be placed among the three

hundred Jupiters mentioned by 'Tertullian ; and as the

names of the heathen deities are principally derived

from thofe of the celebrated patriarchs ; Bacchus^

on account of his difcovering the method of making
wine, is fuppofed to be Noah, though fome think

him to be the fun. In my opinion, the name of

Madbachus may be formed from Madai, the fon oija-

phet^ and founder of the Medes, and to whom alio

the town of Madar, or Hammadan, feems to owe it's

origin, and the diftorted name of Noah. What
. ftrengthens this fuppoficion is, that moft of the names

of the gods have been diifeminated by colonies, and

primarily in Syria.

The name of the idol Selamanes, I think, muft be

fought for in the oriental languages, particularly in

the
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irhe Arabic, which immediately prefents us with the

word K^elam (fignitying peace, health, and profperity,

and, is, at this day, the ulual ialutation among the

I'urks) one of the names of God, for there are many
in that language, or rather the abftrad of God's
names ; or a name in which the import of all the other

.are included.

But as the ori<}:in of the name is not fufficient to

explain the idol Selcmenes, except we can iind a pcr-

fon called by that name : may I venture, at a weak,

conjectuare, to dire(5l the eyes of the learned to king

Solom,on, who is well known to have built feverai

cities in Syria, and about Mount Lebanon^ and thence,

his name, like that of other founders of cities, has

been "remembered with reverence by the fuperfcitious

of fuccecding ages •, and in procefs of time confidered

as the name of a deity, and the rather, as in thofe

parts, the word Solomon was ufually written and pro-

nounced Sukiman, and fince Soliman.

CHAP. IX.

'journey to Ephesus. Account of that city, and
the celebrated temple of Diana ; the church of St

fohn ; and of the feverai Greek and Latin in-

feriptions dijcovered in that jour?iey,

OME gentlemen of the Dutch, French, and En-
glifii nations, animated by the fame curiofity, agreed

to form a party for that viliting Ephefus. Our whole

company confiited of fifteen horfemen, and five mule-
tiers, with an equal number of mules, for carrying our

baggage. We were all dreffed wholly in the Turkifli

manner, except the turban ; inftead of which we wore
Perfian caps, and had our heads fhaved ; each was.

Vol.1, H armed.
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armed with a Turkifli fabre, carabine, and pi-

ilols.

On e of the company was chofen as Carava?iPafchaj

or head of the caravan. Another Provcditor, or ca-

terer; a third officiated as chaplain, reading prayers to

us morning and evening. My fervant was promoted

to the office of chiaus^ or fiiperintendent of the centi-

nels ; whilil another, at times, beat on the tephi^ a

kind of Turkiffi kettle-drum.

The order of our march was as follows : The Ja-
nizary^ as there is no travelling in this country with-

out one, the interpreter^ and chiaus marched a little

before •, after thefe followed the merchants, with their

fervants behind them : Then our baggage, which im-

mediately preceded ourfelves, that it might not be

furprized. It confifted of three tents, one for the

merchants, another for the fervants, and a third for

the muletiers •, kitchen utenfils -, and a pillow and
quilt for each perlbn.

We left Smyrna early in the morning, in the be-

ginning of April, dire6ling our route towards the vil-

lage Sedeqiii, paffing the river A^eks over a flone bridge,

commonly called Po?ite Caravane. And continuing

our journey through gardens and vineyards ^ and lea-

ving the hill on which the old citadel of Sn'jyrna (lands

on our right-hand, we came to another craggy emi-

nence j then paffing by the ruins of a huge ancient

wall, we entered the valley of Budgia^ fo called from
a village of that name, lying on our left.

The ruinous wall juft mentioned, was, doubtlefs,

part of the ancient city of Smyrna, which extended fo

far on this fide, as appears from thefe rudera ; fo that

the caftle, or citadel, on the other fide of this hill,

commanded a view of the city ; whereas, at prefent,

the city ftretches from the foot of the hill on which
the caftle ftands, towards the fea, and lies on a de-

iccnt.

In
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In th(2 valley of Budgia we faw, on our right hand,

on the declivity of the mountain, two aqueduds, one

of which, being the largeft, and neareft the city, is

ftill in life; but the other is entirely ruined. On the

fame fide, at about an hour's diftance, we difcover-

ed mount Corycus^ whofe fummit appears above the

other mountains in it's neighbourhood. It was for-

merly fo famous as a retreat for robbers, that the

Word Ccrycccus came to fignity a robber : at prefent it

it called by mariners the three fifters and two bro-

thers ; and to this day is frequented by banditti.

After riding two hours and a halt v.'e came to

Cedequi^ a Turkifli village, fituated in a delightful

valley on the right-hand. The EngliQi and Dutch
merchants have here alfo their country -houfes, and
thence dillinguiihed by the n3.mt,of Hoiiajidfcbe Huis,

Here we had an elegant repafl prepared for us, after

v/hich our courteous friends, who had accompanied us

hither, took their leaves, and returned to Smyrna;
when we hired a guide to condud us the neareft and
bcft way to Ephefus.

The day following, at four in the morning, we feC

out, and palled through the valley of Cedequi, having

a chain of hills on our right-hand ; and at a fmall di-

ftance we came to a village called Samqui ; and after-

wards to another, known by the name of Caratfequi,

leaving on our right-hand, a confiderable village cal-

led Joiirnarjafi. llius we pafied through this valley,

v;hich the Englifli call hong-hunt.

At fome diftance farther we crofTed a rivulet, and
foon after pafied through the village 'Triander, fituated

in a very pleafant and fertile country ; and came to

another river, which we paffed, over a bridge. Near
this river we faw a Turkilh Caravanfera^ a kind of

receptacle near the highways, built by the Turks,
from a principle of charity, on which they highly va-

lue themfelves, for the conveniency of travellers,

where they find flicker for themfelves and beafts.

H 2 But
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But this flrucluie was too ruinous to afi'ord us any
accommodations.

One of the abovementioned fmall rivers, or per-

haps both, it being very probable that they join at the

end of the valley, was the ancient Uale[us^ which falls

into the fea near the old city of Colophon. Intus ipfa

Colophon, Halefo affluent e, fays Fliny *. But fuch de-

vaftations have been made by the corroding hand of
time, that it would be in vain to attempt difcovering

the place where that city Hood, though formerly one
oi the thirteen cities of Ionia. This city alfo con-

tefted tor the honour ot giving birth to Homery ac-

cording to the well known verfe

:

Smyrna^ Rhodus^ Colophon., Salami., Chios., Argos., Athen<£.

It's cavalry was anciently in fuch great reputation,

that they are faid always to have turned the fcale of a

battle ; which gave rife to the proverb, Ailcid rei Co-

lophonem i?nponere vel addere : that is, to put the finifh-

ing hand to a work, without which it v/ould not be

compleat. In about two hours we camiC to a ruinous

aquedud:, extending from the hill on the right, in a

dire(5l line through the valley, to an eminence, where

we obferved large fragments of ftone. This aquedudl

muft anciently, as far as can be colle6led from the

mutilated remains, have been an arduous work, and

fufBciently proves, that a city (lood there, which, in

all probability, was a metropolis ; tor, continuing our

road towards the right-hand, nearer to the foot'of the

mountains, we fiw, at a confiderable diftance from

the former, the ruins of another aqueduft.

At fome diftance we entered a very fertile country,

in which were feveral burying-places, and fome very

ipacious ; a fufficient indication, that formerly there

muft have been a principal town with fmaller villages

about it, but now entirely defolatej and wore the

* Lib. V. pap. zg,

more
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more melancholy aipecl, from being mixed with thefc

ruins. In continuing our journey we faw, on the lett,

a village called Cirpiqui, and another called Dourbali,

both lituated in a large luxuriant valley, but from
which we turned off to the right, keeping continually

along the foot of the-eminences, the valley being, in

all appearance, at this feafon of the year, very v/et

and miry •, and w^e found an excellent road along the

declivity of the mountains, though. fomething farther

about One of our company, who had 'been before

at Dourbali, was Ihewn there the two following in-

fcriptions. The firll was on a ftone in the Caravanj^

fera^ or common inn,

- - - MNHMEION KATE2KETASAN
NIGS AIHTPOAIIPOT KAI TEP

02 AIHTPOAaPOT EATTOlS KA
KAI rXNAIHIN KAI ATE EAT
ENI AI2 AEHESTAI YiaA^.

2INTINA ©EINA2,

The fecond on a (lone found in a pit, not far from
Dourball.

O AIIMOE
MAENON AIONTIIO - -

TON TAATKHNOTOT - -

FATPI AOTN AIA TAX
KK rAAYKXlNOI E12 THN
MATPIAA ETEPrEZIAS,

After riding about an hour beyond the ruined

aqueduct we came to a very delightful river, which
for fome fpace ran along the foot of the mountains ;

fo that both fides form'd an elegant landflcip of a

country full of vineyards. On our left jiand, as

far as the eye could reach, was oqe of the moft deli -

cious vallics in the world •, and foon after we had light

H 3 of
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of the lofty and fnowy fummits of the mountains of

Sipylus and 1'molus.

This fmall river, which by it's beautiful meanders

greatly heightens the pleafure of the profpe<5l, is, in

all probability, the ancient Phyrites, mentioned by
Pliny, and which joined the ftream of the river Cay-

Jier\ not far from the Stagnum Pegaf^um : and I am
the more confirmed in this opinion, from it's fo fud-

denly winding away towards the valley, infomuch
that we foon loft fight of it.

We continued our journey, by the foot of the

mountains, through feveral burying-places, in fomxC

of which we faw large ftones, and pieces of pillars,

which feemed to tell us, that this country was ancient-

ly lull of villages : and this is the more probable, as

it is every where fruitful, and affords, even on the

declivity of the mountains, excellent pafture.

At fome diftance, on our right, we pafied near

the ruins of a caftle, of confiderable extent. Kerc
we refted, and under the covering of fome trees rega-

led ourfelves at dinner, with all the fatisfadion and

pleafure that the moft fplendid parlour would have af-

forded us. It was necefTary for us, however, to dif-

patch our repaft, in order to reach Ephefus before

night.

In continuing our journey, we left a village on the

right among the mountains, and foon after had a diftant

profpeft of the river Cayjier-, but before we reached

it's banks we palTed along fome hills, on a peak of
which flood a fmall caftle, which feemed to command
a view as far as Ephefus. This, perhaps, was built

originally for a watch-tower : but at prefent it is un-

inhabited.

After pafTmg thefe eminencies we reached the

banks of the river Cayfier^ and had a profped of it's

meanders, ferpentizing in a very extraordinary man-
ner, through the valley. This river w^as anciently

famous
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famous for the multitude of it's fwans. Ovid men-

tions this particular it in the following verfes.

Ett quce M^eonias celehrm'ant carmine ripaSy

Flufneni^ lolucres medis cohere Cayjlro.

Met^ Lib. II. V. 252.

And again,

Non illo plura Cayjlros

Cnrmina cygnorum labentihus audit in undis.

Lib.V. V. 386.

Martial alfo;

Sic niger in ripis errat cum forte Cayfirty

Inter Led.-eos ridetur corvus olores.

Lib. I. Ep. 54. V. 7,

Ovid even calls the fwan the bird of Cayfier

:

Utque jacens ripa dejiere Cayfirius ales

Dicitur ore [nam deficiente nccem.

Trift. Lib.V. El.L V. II.

Over it arc two bridges, one of which we croffed.

It is impofTible to exprefs the beauty of the road,

which led us to the foot of the mountains. On each

fide is a variety of lofty trees, and vines running np them,

tormjng a kind of arcade on the top ; the ground va-

riegated with grafs, flowers, and an infinity of beauii-

iul plants. I'he fpeftator, who can behold v/ithout

concern, fo beautiful, fo fertile, a country, lying

wafte, and without inhabitants, mull be infenfible of

the common feelings of humanity.

At a little dillance from Ephefus we again croffed

the river Cayfier^ over a ftone bridge of ten arclics

fix of which being flopped up, the river runs through

H 4. the
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the others with great rapidity. Thus we left the tTiOun-

tains on the right-hand, and pafied over to thofe on

the left, from vv'hence we foon atter had a view of the

caftle of E'phefus \ and riding on through a very

fruitful fpot covered with clover of a great height,

we fit length reached the objecl of our curiofity, aiter

crofTing a track of land, planted every where with

all the regularity of an orchard, which, in thefc wade
parts, not a little furprized us.

It was evening when we alighted from cur horfes,

and feated ourfeives, in the 1 urkilh manner, under

ouv tents, w:hich we pitched in a paftnre-ground near

Epheftis ; or rather, to fpeak v/ith more propriety, an

aiiemblage of Turkifh cottages,

.^FTER flipper we fet the watch, and om chiaus

made proclaniation, that any one offering to approach

our tents mull expeft to be ufed as a perfon coming
on fome ill defign. During the night we were di-

fturbed by the difagrecLible hov/lings of jackals^ a.

kind of beaft betv/een the fize of the wolf and the

common dog •, bu* their dreadful noife more nearly

refembies the howlings of the latter.

Early in the morning we fent our prefents to the

Cadi of Ephefits^ refiding in the cafile, who imme-
diately fent us a perfon for a guide, vv'ith orders to

lliew us every thing worthy our attention. We moun-

ted our horfes, intending immediately to yifit firfb, the

remains of the famous temple ol Diana j but the road

yv^as remarkably troublefome to our horfes, being a very

deep, clayey foil ; and we were detained by the fight

of feveral very ftately ruins. The firil was a prodigi-

ous maffive edince, fittiated at the foot of a hill, and

hewed out of a rock, commonly called the grotto of

the fcven fleepers, of whom tradition has handed

down to us the following account. About the year

of our Lord 250, during the perfecution of the em-
peror Decjus, others fay Diodejia/i, feven young men
retired into this- grotto, and falling aQeej), did not

iiwake
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^wake till about 200 years after, (when Theodojtus the

fecond filled the imperial throne") and going into the

city drew all the people about them, by expreffing

their auonilhment at the alteration in divine worlhip,

manners, language, coin, and other circumftances.

Not far trom hence we faw the remains of a very

fuperb iiructure, the gate of which, built in the man-
ner of a triumphal arch, ilill retains fome marks of
it's ancient grandeur. The huge fragments of ftones,

moilly funk into the ground, make it probable

to conclude, that this ftrudture owed it's ruin to an

earthquake.

The triumphal arch is eighteen feet in breadth,

and the wall fourteen in thicknefs. We alio obfcrved

in it feveral ftones with infcriptions, but moll of them
inverted, and difpofed without any order •, which de-

monftrates their being plactd here in later time, as they

happen'd to come to hand, poUibly by the Turks, tor

repairing, in the bell manner they could, the breaches

that time and earthquakes had occafioned. The fol-

lowing confufed and mutilated infcriptions we found

on the front and fides of the gate

:

ACCENSORENSI ET hSlIE,

In another place,

T T O Y M N H N.

An d in another place,

R. I. IVNIORIS
TOT

Also in another place,

HIAE VXORIS EIV...:
- ' N.

And
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And laftly, on a flone, near the arch,

M.P. VEDI NICEPPI
VEDIAE PT PAVLI. NR.

M.

We alfo fdw over the center of the arch, the itatue

of a woman, with the head greatly disfigured. In

her right-hand is a flaff, and the left refts on her hip.

Within the gate, on one oi' the fides, is an equeftrian

ftatue, in the old Roman drcfs, and a ferpent winding

itfelf rotmd a tree, and a dog, as it were, barking

at it.

Behind this gate, which is all that remains of the

large edifice, is a fpacious plain, both the fides and

end of it being terminated v/ith the ruins of fiiperb

buildings. One of the fides confifted of an arched

building, inclofed both betore and behind, and con-

taining feveral large cells, feparated from the reft;

but all lying in a confufed heap of ruins hi the middle

were feveral large pillars, and among them one of

porphyry, but all lying on the ground, and great part

of the latter buried under the earth.

After attentively furveying the ruins of this pro-

digious ftrudlure, we were inclined to think it was
one of thofe places of exercife called by the Romans
Circus; but by the Greeks Staditim -, and that the vaulted

fides v/ere the places where wild beafts were kept.

F'rom this ftrufture we were conduced to the place

where the celebrated temple of Diana is faid to have

flood. Indeed the multitude ot thick walls, fragments

of pillars, and other ruins, contufedly fcattered on all

fides, though it is impofilble to afcertain the form of

this ftru6lure, would not fuffer us to doubt but this was
really the place where it formerly ftood. It is fuffici-

ently known, from ancient writers, that this temple

was built in a marihy place, in the harbour of Panor-

muSy
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miis^ near a lake, or rather between two lakes, having

a communication with each other-, and that it's fi»

tuation v/as between the mouth ot the Cayfrer and

Ephefiis

1'hese circum(lances we found corrcfponded with

the I'pot we were furveying. The Tea was at the di-

llance of a full hour's ride before us j the Cayjlei' lay

on our right-hand, and on our lett a ridge ot moun-
tains extending to the fea. The extremity of the Jake

reaches almoll to thefe ruins; and I difcovered a ca-

nal^ where the water runs from the lake under the

and temple, in all probability flows into the other lake,

nearer the city.

Another circumfiance in confirmation of this

being the true fite ©t the temple is, tiie vaults under

this ancient flrufture, and which we entered through

a very narrow and difiicult pallage, taking with us a

long rope and lights, that we might not lofe our-

felves in thefe fpacious caverns. It it aflonifhing to

fee fuch mafllve loundations, compofed ot amazingly

large black ftones, and interfedted on every fide with

paiiages elegantly contrived.

These fubterranean paflages I'orm a kind of laby-

rinth i it is impolTible to venture tar amongft fuch in*

numerable windings and interfeftions, without the af-

fi (lance of a rope, unlefs you would chufe to Ipend

the remainder ot your days in thele dark abodes. We
found here great numbers of bats, many of which, di-

llurbed by the lights, flew againft us as v/e entered -

the vaults. The water was at this time very deep, ^o

that we could not advance a great way, it being, near .

the entrance, up to our knees. It was pure and lim-

pid, and, as I have already obferved, was, probably,

conveyed from the adjacent lakes to fupply the temple.

It is alfo to be fjppofcd, that in ibme parts of thefe

vaults were baths ; which feems to be contirmed by

the quahty of the water, which is rather tepid than
'

. cold.
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cold, having been heated by the fun before it flows in-

to the vaults.

Such are the remains of that vaft and celebrated

temple ; formerly one of thofe flrudures termed the

wonders of Afia. The firft temple was reckoned a

work of the Amazons, and was fo magnificent and

fuperb a ftrudure, that when Xerxes ordered all the

temples of Afia to be burnt, this alone was fpared.

But afterwards the wretch Herojiraius^ whofe name
ought to have been condemned to oblivion, let it on
iire, inftigated by the vain ambition of perpetuating

his name, and thus deftroyed the fineft ftrudure in

the world.

This conflagration happened the fame night in

which Alexander the Great was born at Pella. In

procefs of time, when that prince vifited Ephefiis^ and

his glory and opulence were increafed by his Indian

expedition, the rebuilding of this vafl: ftrudture was

undertaken, and even with greater fplendor than be-

fore. It was finifhed in forty years. Alexander him-
felf contributed largely to it, and even offered to be

at the whole expence, provided they would fufiTcr him
to put his name on the building. But the Ephefians,

defirous of evading his demand, anfv/ered, that it did

not become one god to build a temple to another ;

and to give full fatistaftion to this ambitious monarch,

they prefented him with a celebrated pidture by Apelles,

reprefenting himfelf armed with thunder, like the god
Jupiter.

Th I s celebrated ftrudture was confidered as of in-

eftimable value : it was adorned with one hundred and

twenty-leven pillars, all fixty feet high, thirty-fix of

which were the work of the celebrated Scopas. The
length of the v;hole edifice was four hundred and

twenty-five feet, and the breadth two hundred and

twenty. The reafon for it's being built on this mar-

fhy ground, was to fecure ii; againil time, and the in-

jury
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jury of earthquakes, which are very common in this

country.

From hence we croHcd the valley to the foot of
the mountains, and every where met with heaps of
ruins •, and near the bottom ot the mountain, efpecially

near the Tea, we obicrved Icveral archers, but afford-

ed no marks fufficient for us to form conjedtures with
regard to the ftrudures they belonged to.

Riding from hence towards the city, we obfer-

ved, at the foot of an eminence, near the end of the

valley where the temple flood, large ruins of an am^
phitheatre, rifing in a very agreeable manner 5 and,

as it were, to give the fpedators a view over the whole
valley in which the temple was fituated. But at fome
diftance, before we reached thefe ruins, we were Ihewn
a round ciftern of a reddiili-brown marble, called St

John's font.

Here the Greeks, and the Roman Catholicks, in

our company, endeavoured to break off fmall pieces, to

prefent to their friends as relicks. 1 muff own, fuch
an abfurd fupetftition fenfibly affe6led me •, and I en-

deavoured to convince them, that this cillern could
never have ferved as a font for St John the Baptiff, as

they fuppofcd, nor even for St John the Evangelill. It

has all the marks of thofe veffels ufed here for pref-

fing the oil out of olives, being very fhallow, and rai-

fed in the middle. Or perhaps it been might have
a ciftern of one of the fountains.

At fome dillance farther we turned off to the rio-ht,

riding along the fide of a mountain, almoft covered
with aftonifning ruins. Here I obferved a beautiful

piece of marble on which was this Greek word, cut in

a mafterly manner.

n E P I B A E.

On this mountain, which is very barren, and being

diredly oppofite to the town, ilood, in my opinion,

the
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the celebrated church of Sc John, fo often mentioned

in hiftory, as one of the moft collly ftrudlures of

Ephefus. The memory of this church is preferved

in that at prefent Handing within the city, but changed

into a Turkiih mofque, and of which 1 Ihall prcfently

take fome notice. For on this mountain, now very

barren and rocky, was formerly built a church in ho-

nour of St John the divine •, but being fmall, and

decayed by time, the emperor Juftinian ordered it to

be taken down, and another ere6led on the fame fpot.

And, according to Procopins o\ Co'faria, was fo capa-

cious and magnificent, as to rival that which he had

before built at Confiantincple^ and dedicated to the

twelve Apoftles.

I A M alfo perfuadcd that I law fome large ruins of

this ftrufture-, but, the excefilve heat of the fun,'

which was now near the meridian, would not permit

us, at that time, to gratify our curiofity any farther

;

for we were glad to tiy for flielter to our tents.

Towards evening we vifited the church common-
ly called St John •, but it cannot be known from the

uncertain tradition, whether this ftrudiure was dedi-

cated to the Baptift, or the Apoftle. We were, how-

ever, difappointed in feeing it that day, the perfon

who kept the key being trom home, probably hoping

we would augment his fee •, bat upon our applying to

the Cadi^ he was very gladj next morning, to open

the door, and fhew every thing to us, lor a leiTer

prefent than we at firft intended, making this diminu-

tion a punilKment for his avarice.

This church and the caftle, are the only habitable

ftru6tures now remaining of the magnificent city of

Ephefus. But the church muft be fuppofed very

much altered from it's original form, being turned in.

to a mofque. It is now fquare, confiding of the

church itfelf, and the portico, by the Greeks called

TT^ova,!^. We afcended to the eail door, by a flight of

lixteen marble Iteps, whence we again defcended by

another
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another flight of thirteen. At the foot of thefe fteps is

a fountain with three cocks, but now dry, as was alfo

the refervoir itfelf, which is in the portico. On
both fides of the door are niches, in which, probably,

ftatucs or crofies, were anciently placed. In one of

the niches, near the door, are the following remains

of a Greek infcription, cut on a Itone :

. . . N T0I2 nEPIATTA. nEPIBOAOIS. KAI
KAITAIS. EniKFJMENAlS 20P0IS. KAI

OS
TIN KONIPIOT. POra>OT. KAI TON TEKN . . J

TtJiONAKAI. NEPIA2 APTEMEI ZX22IN.

And on a loofe mutilated flone, lying near the

temple, I found thefe words

:

TEA Aior
rOS. <I)IAOKA
O rPAMMATET
AHMOT. TO. B

IOKATESTH2E

The portico of this building, together with the

eaft door, makes a grand appearance. Over the door

is a long Turkifh infcription -, but which, to my
great difappointment, not one in our company was

capable of reading.

Within it are four beautiful columns, of the

Compofite order, of white and brown porphyry, ftand-

ing in a row, about thirteen feet in circumference,

and twenty-four in height. It has alfo two cupola's,

in one of which flicks a dart, faid to have fhot by
Tamerlane the Great. The door leading out of the

church into the portico, is alfo decorated with two
Imall, but elegant pillars of Samos flone.

The infide of the church is, according to the

Turkifli manner, but indifferently furnifhed j the

floor
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floor was only of earth, covered with matts, and here

and there a mean lamp or two. I alfo oblerved Ibme

infcriptions on the walls, hut fo greatly defaced as not

to be legible. The fouth door of the church was

-walled up, and againft it ereded the Kihbleth^ or

TurkiHi oratory, where I was furprized to fee the

figure of a chalice, and over it that of the hoft, or

confecrated wafer. On one fide of it was a kind of

roftrum, with a flight of fteps for afcending it.

The portico, or Tr^&va©^, has in the centre, a

very beautiful fountain of marble •, but at prefent

quite dry, and feveral pillars with their cornices, lie

round about. It has alfo a piazza, and the whole

portico is paved with large fliones of white marble.

The whole fl:ru6lure is built of marble, and has a

Hoping roof, which, in all probability, was ancient-

ly covered with lead. There fl:ill remains on it a mi-

naret, or Turkifli turret. It had formerly four doors,

of which the fouth, as I already obferved, is walled

up, and the north never ufed. We went out through

the wefl; door, by a defcent of fifteen marble flieps, in

order to wait on the Cadi at the caflrle. By the way,

we met with the following defedive infcription

:

EOTAH
ETEIMH (Tiv. . .

O0EAAIO. . .

AAOT ASIA. . .

XOT KAI2. . .

IvAI NEOn. . .

NHAIAS A. . .

IONA2 ....
TKAT. I. . .

^ND near it, on a fmall flione, another :

or EIAE TI2
- - - 2EI

I AlS(>
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1 ALSO read the following, near St John's church :

--NXINI E^ESn. .

--AI ATPAPATIA02.
STNTHNIAOS
:2TNKAHTIKON
0A ABilNTOZ 4>AAK
KI A AOZ
:STNAPXONTA

The caftle is of very ancient archite6lure, and

(lands on a hill of a circular form •, and from hence,

and other circumftances, I am inclined to think it the

Pion^ mentioned by Pliny. It affords on all fides a

very extenfive and beautiful profped. On the weft

wall I found a marble buft of a woman, with a fer-

pent over ic, and beneath it a Greek infcription, but

io effaced, that nothing can be made of it.

Within the caftle arc four refervoirs, for receiv-

ing the water of the great aquedudt. This caftle is a

full quarter of an hour's walk round, and moft of the

people of Ephefus refide in it,*being here much fafer

than below.

In our defcent we paffed through feveral large ruins;

particularly of a remarkably thick wall, which for-

merly invironed the whole caftle, but has now niany

wide chafms in it, and fome parts of it thrown to a

confiderable diftance, probably by earthquakes. With
great difficulty, I read the following words in the in-

Icription, under the female buft abovementioned :

ON EniTPOnOAI EIKST
K A H P O N O M I a N
P ri M H 2 I T A A I A 2.

We next vifited the aqueduct, which is extended
along the left iide of the road, as you pafs from Smyrna
Vol. I. I ig
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to Ephefus^ and is jaid to have had formerly one hun-

dred and twenty fquare pillars, of which fome are fix

feet and a half on each fide. A few of the arches

alfo are ftill {landing. The diRance between the pil-

lars was thirteen feet and a half

This aquedud: extends from the north-weft part

of the mountains to the caftle, and, doubtlefs, ferved

for conveying water thither, which w^as thence diftri -

buted to all parts of the city •, but at prefent it is fo

ruined, that the lofty arches and pillars ferve only as a

place for ftorks to build their nefts in.

On thefe arches and pillars are many infcriptions,

both in Latin and Greek -, but moft of them either de-

faced or inverted -, a fufiicient proof that moft of them

formerly belonged to other ftru6lures, but placed here

in modern times, pofiibly by the Turks, both to fup-

port the work, and draw hither curious travellers. As
moft perfons of learning are particularly defirous ot

feeing pieces of this kind, I ftiall fpecify fome of

them.

First, On the aqueduft I found the following

words, though interrupted

:

OTAH
HS npnxHz
KAI AI. UNA tMAO
SEBASTOT E^ESinN nOAL
- AOTKKH TOT TOPKOT AT
- E f BEBTAAN KAI ANTI
- TON ASIAS KAI AOTISTH
- - THE noAEris
nOIHSAAlENON THN ANA
2TA2IN EK. THN lAinNA
T. N MA
KEAAINOT KAI nOMnHI
MHTPp 102 AIAIONOTOr EIS

A P.X O T

On
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On the third arch :

ATTOKPATOPA.
E^EEIXIN BOTAH
' - - T rPAMMATEOS.

And over them the following :

A B E I N A N

On the fifth arch :

$ A AI A AAN
GXr ATEPA
M ATPHAIOr
ANTilNEINOY ©EOY
KAI2AP02 SEBASTOr

On the fourteenth only the following letters

;

Something lower:

AAPIANON
TION NI. ATPHAIOT
ANTXlNEINOr
KAI2AP02 2EBA2TOr

And beneath the above, on an inverted Hone i

"--BASTXIN H <E»IA02EBAII
or rPAMMATEa^ tot

On the fifteenth arch,

TH2 KAI METISTHS
I 2 Asr*
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And near it

:

PROC.
- - CAESAR. TRATANI HADRIANI
- - C. AD DIOECESIN. ALEXANDP.
- - IOC. BIBLIOTHECAR. GREC. ET
LATIN AB EniST. GRAEC. PROCOP. LYC.
PAMP. GAEAT. PAPHI. PISID. PONT.
PROC. HEREDIT. ET PROC. PRO. . .

CIAE ASIAE PROC. SYRIAE
HERMES AVG. LIB. ADIVT

EIVS
H C

On a ftonc dug out of the ground, in the way to

the aquedud, are thefe words

:

THN nANHFTPIN KAI ATEAEION
KAI EK EXEIPIAS EIS OAONTON
EnnNTMON THS ©EOT AIHNA
TTXONTA KAI THN APTEMI2I

AKHN KPiriN KATAITH2ANTA
KAI TA 0HMATA TOIS APflNIS

TAIS ATHHIANTA KAI AN.\PI

ANTA2 TON NIKHIANTXIN
ANA2THE2ANTA

THN TEIMAN ANASTHE2x\NT. . .

^AINIOT ^ATSTOT
TOT STNEENOYS ATTOT.

Not far from the church of St John is ftill ftand-

ing a handfome gate, probably, the firft, or outward

gate of the caftle. It is built v/ith fquare ftones of

black marble, and decorated with pillars, with a dou-

ble wall on the fides, and the architedure of the whole

folid and elegant. Over it is an hiftorical piece of

fculpture, but what the hiftory is, cannot be difcovered.

All
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All that can be leen in it are two dead bodies, a

horfe, and a crowd of people, who ieem to make bit-

ter lamentations -, and all tinely executed. It were to

.be wifhed, that Ibme fatislaftory explanation could

be given of it. In the mean time it is certain, that ic

has no manner of refemblance to any perfecution of

the Chriftians, though fomc have from hence called

it Perfecution gate -, and much lefs can it be applied tq

the deftrudlion of Jroy^ and the dragging of Heofor's

body round the city, behind Achilles's car ; though
fome have imagined this was really the fubjeft of it.

All the abovemenrioned buildings, and the frag-

ments ftill vifible at Ephefus, merit a particular de-

fcription. It is indeed impofllble to view, without

aftonifhment, the prodigious heaps of ruins, with

which the fite of this celebrated city of antiquity is,

as it were, covered. Here fragments of churches,

mofqucs, baths •, there thofe of palaces, houfes, walls,

cupolas, blocks of marble, porphyry,^ fragments of

pillars, and the like. And among them, great num-
bers of (tones, with mutilated infcriptions, of whicb
little or nothing can be made •, thofe I have already

mentioned will ferve as a fpecimen to the lovers of

this kind of literature. In a word, we fee here, vaft

heaps of Pagan, Chriftian, and Turkifli ruins, all

blended together in one confufed heap. Here are al-

fo feveral burying-places, efpecially-Turkifh ; and to

fay the truth, all Kpheflis is now no more than one

open grave.

It's inhabitants are all Turks, and live in clay huts,

not lb high as a man. They are made of ibur hurdles,

and covered with boughs, and leaves of trees, with-

out any mafonry whatever ; nor do the inhabitants

make the lead ufe ol the large Ifones and ruins which
are fcattered every where around them.

I CANNOT help obferving, that the ruins of Ephe-
fus are almofl: covered with the plant called Oirdms
hsncdi^uSy which grows there in a very luxuriant

I 3 ' manner^
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manner, rifing to an extraordinary height •, and in all

probability conceals from the eyes of the curious tra-

veller many beautiful fragments, and Hones with in-

fcriptions. So that the once celebrated city of Ephe-

fuSy which, by the fplendor of it's buildings, the

beauty of it's fituation, and the luxurious manner of

living of it's inhabitants, drew all the world to it, is

now become a retreat for robbers a den of wild beafts,

a dreary wildernefs : though in the Turkifh language

it ftill retains it's name of Jjafaiuk, or the temple ot

the moon, from the magnificent ftrudure form.erly

dedicated to Diana.

No Chriflians, at prefent, live in Ephefus itfelf;

but a little to the eaft of it is a Chriftian village cal-

led Kirtfinquiy and may be confidered as the melan-

choly remains of the ancient Church of Ephefus ; and

is a flriking proof, that the threatening in the Reve-

lation of St John, / will remove thy candlejtick out of

his place, except thou repent, was not denounced in

vam.

CHAP. X.

yoiirney to Scaj-A Nuova, Inebasar, Jusel-
HisAR, or the ancient Magnesia ad Mean-
drum, over the mountaim Mesogyotes, and

Tmolus, to TiRiA, Sardis, ^c. ^Vith

fome remarks, and ancient injcriptions.

|N the fifteenth o^ April wt again left Ephefus,

in order to go to Scala Nuova •, and after paf-

fing the ruins of the ancient city of Ephefus, we came
into a very broad and delightful road, leading direft-

ly to the fea. On our left-hand lay the ruins of the

temple of Diana^ together with the lake before it,

and
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and on an eminence a kind of fquare building,

commonly called St Paul's prifon, from a tradition,

that the apoftle was confined there on account of the

tumult railed by Demetrius the filverfmith. But it is

much more probable, that this is a modern building,

and by it*s fituation feems to have been a watch-

houfe.

We had now again on our right-hand the river

Cayjier, and the profped of a moll delicious valley,

terminating; on both fides in a chain of mountains

reaching to the lea; fo that the city o^ Ephefus, though
as it were furrounded by mountains, has through

this valley an open view of the fea.

This valley is alfo level, and through it runs the

river Cayfier in furprifing meanders. It is in this

place pretty wide and deep, though not to be compa-
red to the principal rivers in Europe. It, however,

fertilizes the foil to that degree, that the grafs is very

high in the road, though near the foot of the fouthern

mountains. This rich valley is about an hour and an

half in length from Ephefus to the fea ; and we could

not look on it without a fenfible concern to fee it ib

deferted and defolate ; Hnce by the labours of a few-

inhabitants, it might be made to flow, in the fcripture

phrafe, with m.ilk and honey. In the middle ot this

valley is a beautiful lake, probably the ancient har-

bour of Fphefus, called Panormous.

Th e Cayfter, at the end of this valley, difcharges

itfelf into the fea, and on the fhore we faw fome ruins,

which, from the beauty of the fituation, were, pro-

bably, palaces and villas. Here alfo formerly flood

the little town of Pigella j but I could not exaclly de-.

termine, irom any ruins, the fpot on which it ftood ;

probably it was foniething nearer to Scala Nuova.

The breadth of the river Cayfter, hinders you, hi

fome parts of this valley, from croffing to the fouthern

mountains, which, are there very deep i but you terry

I 4 , over
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over it twice, and accordingly a ferry-houfe has been

built here for the accommodation of travellers.

When we had reached the end oi this fruitful part

of the territory of Ephefus, we turned to the left

along the fea-fhore, and in lefs than half an hour crof-

fed a fmall mountain, which brought us into a fine

valley fown with corn, the end of which is terminated

by the fea-fhore. We then entered a narrow road,

having on our left a continued ridge of mountains and

eminences, along which was an aquedud, but now
very obfcure, and near it's extremity crolTed the nar-

row road we were travelling. Here, probably, flood

the fmall town of Pigella, a fituation neither inconve-

nient nor difagreeable.

We now kept farther to the left, a fmall creek run-

ning a confiderable diRance up the country. Here
we hrfl faw, fince our departure from Smyrna, vine

yards, principally on the fides of the mountains, v/here

were aifo fome villages inhabited by Chriftians. At
length we came to the town of Scala Nuova, where
the Aga gave us a houfe for our quarters, defiring we
would leave the common kane, which was at that

time very much crouded. We computed the diftance

between this town and Ephefus, to be about four

hours.

The fame evening an unfortunate affair happened,

which was near making the Aga repent of his civili-

ty : Our cook, through hafle to get fupper ready, fct

the chimney on fire ; the accident however was fortu-

nately difcovered, and we foon extinguifned it by firing

piflols up the chimney, and throwing water down it.

But our danger, it feems, was greater than we ima-

gined ; for a friend afTured us, that had the flame in

the leaft broke out, the Turks would immediately

have put every foul of us to the fword,

Scala Nuova, by the Turks called Cons Adafi^

\, e Bird ifland, is a modern city, having not bcc!\

buik
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built above a hundred years; it is pleafantly fituated in

the form of an amphitheatre, on the declivity of a

hill, facing the ifland of Samos, and not above two
or three leagues from it. The fea forms, near the town,

a fmall bay, in which is a little ifland, or rather rock,

formerly tortified, the ruinsof the works being (till vifi-

ble. This rock is faid to have been the origin of the

city, being a place of refuge from the corfairs. But the

continent being thought more fecure, they built this city.

It confifts of three parts, lying nearly in a triangular

form : the fuburb on the eaft, the bazar in the center

furrounded with a high wall, and on the weft the city

itfelf, without either wall or work of any kind to de-

fend it.

The third divifion is by much the larged, and gra-

dually rifes along the fide ot the mountain, which we
afcended, and were highly delighted with the great va-

riety of entertaining objedts that decorat(id the pro-

fpeft, viz the city ; a variety of eminences and plains

covered with vineyards and corn -, the fea •, and the.

ifland of Samos. The part of the mountain above

the city is very fl:eep, and the foot of it is walhed by

the fea, which on the other fide forms a large bay,

bounded by a chain of pretty high mountains, ftretch-

ing towards Samos, and was, probably, the Promon-
torium Trogillium.

In Scala Nuova are fix Turkifh mofques, each ha-

ving it's minaret, and fome other fmaller towers.

Here is alfo a Greek cathedral dedicated to St George.

Near the entrance of this fl:ru6iure is a baifo relievo of

a man on horfeback, offering with his right-hand, to

another who fliands behind, a kind of bafin, perhaps a

piece of bread, with the following infcription now
fcarce legible.

ANEAniS AN EPHMA A
N|. MNgIA? XAPIN.

Tbb
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The Franks appear to have carried on fome trade

here formerly ; but at prefent the city has httle bufi-

nefs of any kind. A few years ago, when feveral

earthquakes and fires had almoft ruined Smyrna, the

French intended to make this city the ftaple of their

commerce -, but exceptions were made againft the har-

bour, the abovementioned rock being thought to af-'

ford but httle flicker for fhips.

The firft place we vifited, was a bagnio-, and af-

ter fending our prefents to the Turkilh primate^ called

Kufogi Zade Veliaga^ we paid him a vifit, at which he

entertained us with coffee and tobacco, and offered us

his protedlion, with all the appearance of fincerity»

We next waited on the cuitomer, who received us

in the fame manner.

We alfo thought it a point of decency to wait on

the Greek bifhop, who was a perfon confiderably ad-

vanced in years. He likewife entertained us with cof-

fee, and accompanied it with fweatmeats, and excel-

lenl Mufcadel wine from Samos. He is titular bi-

(hop of F^phefus, and invefted with a jurifdi6tion over

the few and poor remains of Chriftianity in this neigh-

bourhood, and alfo in the ifland of Samos. No re-

mains of the ancient epifcopal grandeur appeared in

him ; for though he received us in his bcft ferife, or

long veftment of Angora filk, I obferved it. was not

without patches, and a very large rent. He was plea-

fed himfelf to fhew us the church, which is a very

plain ftrudture, without the leaft ornament, either

within or without, and the roof fiat like a terras.

He informed us, that there were about 300 Greelcs

in the city, but many ot them greatly impoverifhed

by the opprefllons oi the Turks, who were continual-

ly preying on them, and often added blows to their

other injuries. And we were too well convinced of

the truth of this, from what we adlually faw, parti-

cularly when we afcended the hill •, for having taken

a Greek with us, the Turks fent two Janizaries to

watch
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watch at a diftancc, whether he would not alfo fetch

us wine. The bifliop's learning Teemed wholly con-

"

fined to religion ; for v/ith regard to rhe fituation ofPi-

gella^ and the Fromontcrium J'rogillhim^ he could give

us no fatisfadory account.

Th e next day we made an excurfion along the

fhore, being told there was a remarkable ruin, in

going out of the city we faw an aquedud, which fiir-

nilhes the place with water from the adjacent hills

;

but this was a I'urkifh work. Vve afterwards turned

to the left, and I was perfuaded, was the direct

road to Ephcfus, which lies behind a lofty mountain, a

creek of the fea here extending three hours within

the land, and is bordered with high mountains, which
fcrrm a remarkable cape. After riding three hours

we faw ilTuing from the mountains a ftream of warm
water, and running through a fmall arched houfe, in

which it forms a kind of bath. This vv^ater is reckon-

ed a poweriul tebrituge ; and accordingly we faw, on
the ru flies near it, feveral pieces of rags bound toge-

ther and hung up, in which the fuperititious inhabi-

tants of this country think the fever is confined. Near
it we alio law another ftream flowing from the moun-
tains, and watering the adjacent plain ; and in our re-

turn had an opportunity of obfcrving it with more
pleafure, as our way lay farther from the Oiore, thro'

a village and a very fertile country.

At length we cam^e to the ruin we had read of.

It ftood about a mufket-fhot from the fcrand, and was

a kind of round tumulus inclokd within a large ruined

wall, having twelve round towers or bulwarks, ac-

cording to the ancient manner. I'he Ipace within the

walls v«/as paved with ftone ; and on the floor lay feve-

ral fragments of marble, and a pillar of the fame ftone ;

but the beft pieces had been carried away to Scala

Nuova. The remains of the wall exhibited feveral

niarks of antiquity, there being anioiig the ftones,

bricks
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bricks of uncommon dimenfions, laid in regular

tows.

At the foot of this eminence lay heaps of ftones

;

from whence great numbers had been carried away to

build walls round the corn-fields and vineyards ; the

country between the mountains and the fliore, being

very fertile, and indulirioufiy improved. Near it is

alfo a Greek village.

These, in all probability, are the ruins of a city

or town, and it's caftle. Probably this was the fpot

occupied, by the ancient town of Pigella, and the ra-

ther, as we were now a great deal nearer to Ephefus,

which, in my opinion, we might have reached in two

hours, by a ftrait road through the mountains.

From this ruined eminence, though of no great

height, I had a lull view of the bay, which the Tea

forms here-, and alfo of the chain ol mountains run-

ning round it. The hightlT: ol thefe mountains lie

towards the fouth, projeding with their lolty fum-

mits into the fea, and torming the cape oppofite to

Samos.

Pleased v/ith our excurfion we returned to Scala

Nuova, but by a road farther from the (hore, through

a very fertile country, and the liills exhibited a beau-

tiful appearance. Sometimes we rode along the banks

of- a river, whofe current is remarkably fwift. At
Scala Nuova, on a marble fountain in a kane, or

Turkifh inn, I rriet with the following Greek in-

fcription

:

XAIPETTXH^TXHKAAH
ZHOACA0TH2
TTXH eXTATHP FAIOT TOT
E P M O T E N O T C TOT H T A.

Having prepared everything for our departure,

we were obliged to defer our journey 'till we had vi-

fited
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fited the little inand in the bay to purchale fome wine i

the Greeks not being permitted to fell us any. This
may ferve as an inltance ot the rudenefs and infolence

of the Turks. Their intention is to procure fome fmall

prefent •, but, in this, we took care to difappoint

them.

At our leaving Scala Nuova fome Greeks brought
us flower?, and odoriferous herbs, as tokens of their

iriendfliip. Being paft the city we turned to the eaft,

and after an hour's riding came to a ruined and forfa-

ken town, with two fquare towers. Here old Scala

Nuova is iaid to have ftood, called Bufi Ainfgi. But
the inhabitants being fo often plundered by the cor-

fairs, were obliged to remove near the fea-fide, where
they were defended by the ifland cattle.

One hour more brought us, in our defcent from
the mountains, to a large village, which we were told

was within a three hours journey of Ephefus ; and a

little beyond it we faw another village on our right-

hand.

We now dire6led our courfe more to the fouth,

and defcended, in a more direft manner, the fides of
the mountains, but through very ftony ways ; at

laft, efpecially near the two abovementioned villages,

the country appeared extremely fertile and delightful,

well cultivated, and on both fides were very beautiful

eminences. In this defcent we came to a iiiiall river,

whofe infinite meanders among the mountains greatly

heighten the beauty of the profpe<5t. Sometimes it

precipated itfelf from the eminences, and in one place

flowed between two difrupted rocks at a frightful depth,

and with a terrifying found. The road lay througti

leveral groves of laurel trees, where the profound fb-

litude was cheared by the warblings of great numbers
of nightingales.

After riding four hours among the .mountains,

from the tops of which we had often enchanting pro-

fpeds i and palling through delicious voilies, and

fruit-
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fruitful eminences, fometimes near, and fometimes at

a cliftcince from the abovementioneci litcle river, we at

lad came to a large and beautiful plain, inclofed, as it

were, on all fides with mountains. Here we faw, at

fome diftance, a number of tents, and feveral horfe-

men •, on which we formed, in the order which had

been agreed upon, at the appearance of any danger

;

but one offered to approach us, and v</e heard atter-

wards, that it was a Mafoul, or uepofed Pafcha, with

his retinue.

At the end of this plain we forded the rivulet,

which was here fomething enlarged, leaving it on the

left-hand ; and after pafling along an uneven road, we
turned off more to the fouth, which brought us to a

rocky mountain, in which was a large cavern, and

before the mouth of it fome hundreds of buffaloes,

and other black cattle, with the herdfman. We took

the liberty, not uncommon among travellers, of gi-

ving names to objefts, calling this Polyphcmus's cave,

as it put us in mind of Virgil's defcription of the

manfion of that cyclop. We were very defirous of

going into it ; but time would not permit, as night

w^as coming on apace, and our guide, whom we had

hired at Scala Nuova, was very defirous of bringing

us to a village, which lay a full half hour's ride from

this fubterraneous manfion.

Having paffed this cave, we came to a lake of

warm mineral water, fed by a rivulet of the fame

kind, from the above rocky mountain. We alfo faw

feveral other caves in this mountain, and at the foot

of it the ruins of feveral houfes. Our road from

hence lay through one of the moft fertile fpots in the

world for pafture and corn, and interfperfed with a

great variety of fruit-trees. But it now growing dark,

we had a better opportunity the next day of viewing

this charming valley.

Thus we reached the village intended, and there

jjitched our tents. The peafants received us with the

greateft



AfiLi Minor, the Archipelago, &c. 1 27
greatcft civility, and brought us the following refrefli-

ments ; a large loaf; a difh of pillau or boil'd rice;

a dilh of yaourt or curds and cream ; and a plate of
forba, a kind of hotch-potch, highly feafoned.

Th e next morning at fix we left this village which
is called JumiJJelui, and obferved that it lies at the

extremity of the mountains. We took a circuit of

about half an hour, along the road through which we
came the preceding evening after it was dark, which
lies through one of the mod charming vallies in the

world, furrounded with mountains, and interfperfed

with a few cottages of peafants. Polyphemus's cave,

and the warm water, lay farther on the left, our road

leading us to the other extremity of the valley, which
is confiderably broader, and equally fruitful, but un-

inhabited.

The profpeft being here more extenfive, we dif-

covered the ruins of a confiderable city, ftill retaining

evident veitiges of fortrelfes and palaces. It is now
called Inebafar, i. e. the needle-market, fo called from
a few draw huts, the roof of which is fupported by

four perpendicular pofts, eredfed for holding a mar-

ket on Fridays, to which all the peafants in the neigh-

bouring country refort ; and has, doubtlefs, been the

cuftom ever fince the town, now in ruins, was in it's

profperity. Several of the ruins had an air of gran-

deur i among others was a remarkable fquare ftru6ture

built of prodigious blocks of (lone : great part of one

of the gates was ftill ftanding, and alfo of a thick

double wall, which muft have inclofed it ; but all the

reft of the ftrufture was one confufed heap of ruins.

This we judged to have been the citadel of the

place i and at fome diftance from it, were the ruins

of two large ftructures. In one, which was of a re-

markable length, with walls on each fide, and fome-

thing refembiing the form of a large church, we
found two pillars with beautiful capitals of the Com-
pofite order, in tolerable condition. This ftrudlure

extends
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extends to a fmall rivulet, over which was a bridge of

two arches, but now in ruins.

Here were aifo the rudera of other {lately build-

inc^s, with a gre^t number of pillars, fome ot which

were ftill flanding, others lying on the ground •, but

the place itfelf, which is fituated in a level plain, and

Watry foil, is utterly abandoned.

It could be wifhed that it was pofTible to deter-

mine what this city was anciently called. Some of

our company imagined it might be Heraclea ; but

notwithftaijding the ftrifteft fearch, we could not find

any infcription that favoured, in the leaft that conjec-

ture. Near a well, behind the cottage of a peafant, in a

village called 7'ermenfik^ one of our company met with

the following infcripion on a marble farcophagus

:

HEOPETPO HEOROE
^IMATZH TTXIKOT

KA AT AlOr
r E P MA N N o r

From thefe ruins we crofled the abovementioned

rivulet, the rapidity of whofe current we obferved

to be fo violent, as to carry the fand along with it.

Here we met with a peafant driving before him a

horfe loaded with fifli, which he had juft caught in an

adjacent lake. He fhewed us a brace of carp of an

uncommon fize, which we purchafed of him ; but

the heat was fo violent, that before evening they were

not eatable.

We continued our journey through a very plea-

fant country, called the valley of the river Mean-
der-, and I am inclined to think that this river,

at the above ruins, is the very fame with that,

which, the preceding day, we had fo long th^

fight of, and which we at laft forded ; and that

this river, if it be not the Meander itfelf, at leaft

fails into it. There cannot in nature be a more
fruitful
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^uitful and charming track of land than this valley,

tlirough which we travelled to the eaftward. The
eye is every where entertained with the various riches

of nature, among v/hich the walnut-trees were re-

markable for their amazing dimenfions. This para-

difaical country is alfo tolerably full of villages on the

(kirts of the mountains, on both fides of the valley.

About three hours irom Inebafar we flickered our

felves from the rays of the fun under a tree, but were

greatly incommoded by a very difagreeable fmell, and

at lad found that it proceeded from an herb called

Serpentaria, which, in it's mature ftate, emits thefe

difagreeable effluvia.

Near our baiting-place was a village called Omer-

heili, and on a fpring at the foot of the mountain, we
found the following infcription

;

ATTH. H. SOPOS. ESTIN. M. ATP. KOSMIH.

NiOS. AIia)IA02EBASTOT. KAI. EKFONnN.

i WAS now with pleafure convinced, that this was
the large and beautiful valley of the celebrated river

Meander. It feemed to be every where inclofed by
the mountains, except an opening towards the fouth,

where the valley extended as far as the eye could

reach, and we even thought we could difcern the fea,

and feveral iflands in it. It is indeed very probable,

that the above river there falls into the fea, and ter-

minates it's unparallelled ferpentizing courfe, which is

thus very prettily defcribed by Ovid *.

No7i /ecus (H liquidus Phrygiis Maandros in arvis

Ludit ; is ambiguo iapfu rejluitqiie fluitque,

Occurrenfque fiH Venturas afpidt nndas :

Et nunc ad fontes, nunc ad mare verfjts apertum

Imertas exercet aquas. Ita Da^dalus^^ implei

f Mttam. (.ib. VIII. vet i6a.

Vol. JL K Innu*
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Innumeras errore vias : Vixque ipfe reverti

Ad limen potuit -, tanta eft jallacia tetJi,

An D In another place he lays :

In mare, deducit feffds erroribus undas.

About an hour's riding from our camp brought

us to the banks of this famous river. It's channel was

here of an extraordinary breadth but it's waters fo Dial-

low, that in feveral places it rippled over the gilded

flints. I fay gilded flints, becaufe they here feem to be

difleminated with gold and filver fpecks, which have a

moft brilliant appearance. Here we had an enchant-

ing profpedl of the furprizing meanders ot this famous

river through the valley, and at laft taking it's courfe

through the abovementioned opening.

Here we alfo faw feveral villages, and efpecially

on the left, on the foot of the mountains, and on the

right we had a view of the lofty fummit of the moun-
tain of Latmum or Latmus, extending to the mouth ot

the Meander, and lb highly celebrated by the poets

for the amours Of Diana and Endymion *.

Our

* See Pomp. Mela, Lib. I. cap. 17. The ignorance of phllo-

fophers, particularly in the oeconomy of nature, has given rife to

many fidions. However, the curiofity natural to the human fpe-

cies, has in all ages, infpired them with an emulation of inveiti-

gating the caufes and reafons of extraordinary phenomena
In the rude ages, when the ftudy of nature was in it's infancy,

they had recourle to external and vifible objefts. They fuppoled

every thing to be animated with life, as rivers, fprings, the liars,

&c. and this was an excellent method for flopping all enquiries.

Nothing was eafier than to afcribe the operation, where the caule

was unknown to the objeft being animated with life ; and after

perfonifying things, they even confidered them as deities. The
fun was worfhipped under the name of Apollo, and the moon by

the title of Diana. S^'

The dread of their influences, and the Ihare they were fuppofed

to have in all the tranfaftioiji of the world, doubtlefs occafioned

their
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Our intent was to reach the town of Jufelhifar,

and we were in fight of it, when we perceived lying

on the ground, near a fountain, a large cylindrical

flone, with a Greek and Latin infcriptioni it was
plainly the fruftum of a large pillar, poflibly a flone to

mark the boundary. But to our great concern, we
could only make out, by the clofeft infpedion, the

following imperfedl words.

M'
CL
X . . . VIII

their deification ; and worfliip to be paid them, in order to ap-

peafe and render them propitious. The priells appointed for this

fervice feigned events, and every where fpread the notion that

they had been favoured with apparitions of their deities, in order"

to perpetuate that fervice which they found fo lucrative. They
pretended, for inftance, that Diana, or the moon, was in love

v/ith Endymion, and when that luminary was eclipfed, the god-

defs was paying a vifit to that Ihepherd. But as this amour coald

not be of any long continuance, fome other occaiion for thefe

edipfes was to be contrived ; and what their fertile inventions fug-

gelled was this : that the forcerefies, efpecially thofe of Theflalia,

where Cerberus, on his being dragged from hell, dropped his

foam on the herbs, had an art, by means of thefe plants, of draw-

ing the moon, or Diana, down to the earth. This fidlion owed
it's origin to Aganice, the daughtar of Hegetor, a native of Thef-
falia. She was acquainted with the caufcs and times of the moon's
eclipfes, and conlequently could tell when any would happen.

And this gave rife to the report, that flie was able to draw the

moon to the earth In order to propagate this belief, flie command*
ed the women of Theflalia, to make great noifes, that the moon,
might again afcend to it's proper fphere. In after-ages, at the ap-

proach of the eclipfe of the moon, the like noifes were made, by
llriking on kettles, and other utenfils, in order to drown the in-

cantations of thofe forcereflcs. And to this Tibullus feems to al-

lude, Lib. I. Eleg. 6.

Cavtus ^ e curru lunam deducerc tentat

Etfaceret, Jt ?wh eera repulfa forent.

The fame fuperftition is faid to obtain to this day among (ota.%

of the Indians.

K 2 MAN-
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MANOSAKTAIOI:
MANDTTnATO

PilMAinN
KO

EAC
FLOR
AETKIO
NOSM .

TAN

Being arrived at the town of Jufelhifar, we took
up our quarters in a large kane, or Turkiih inn, open
to all ftrangers. It was a fquare ftrudure with a

large area furrounded by a piazza, and in the center

a beautiful fountain, with a very large bafon. We
entered a very decent room, on the firft floor. Our
lirll bufinefs was to fend our prefents early in the

morning to the Pafcha, being warned by the example
ot fome Dutch merchants, who travelling here, with
the late Dr Franken^ chaplain of the prifon, were
thrown into confinement by the Pafcha, under pre-

tence that they were fpies •, though the true intention

was to extort money from them. But the gentlemen
of Smyrna efpoufed their caufe fo zealoufly, that they
foon procured an order from the Porte for their dif-

chaige, and the Pafcha was depofed. We, however,
thought it advifable to purchafe the favour of this of-

ficer by valuable prefents, efpecially as he was Pafcha
both oi the city and adjacent country, and therefore

It would have been very improper to offer him
trifles.

This Pafcha, who is dignified with two horfe-tails

;

and is alio T'ejtejli, or governor of the country, is

called Ofnian Ouglou, and is the fame who fome years

fince made all Natolia tremble, as captain of a corps of
Banditti, confifting of four thoufand horfemen, with
which he over-run the country, raifing contributions

from perfons of fortune, and committing all manner
of



Alia Minor, the Archipelago, &c. 133

of violences. The Grand Signior, however, at length,

pardoned him, poflibly more out of fear, than any

other motive, and conferred on him this poll, which

is very confiderable.

Our prefents confided of the following particu-

lars : to the Pafcha himfelf three boxes of fweatmeats,

three of pruneljos, three oks * of pepper, three oh of

cofi'ee, and two of fugar •, to the Pafcha's Ciaja^ or

lieutenant, an ck of fugar, one of pepper, one of cof-

fee, a box of prunellos, and another of fwcatmeats :

to the Caplarcajacifgi^ an ck of coffee, one ol a pep-

per, and one ot fugar : to the two chaos, two piatlers

each, and the fame to the Oglancickr. Soon after

went to pay our vifits. Firft, to Aga or Ciaja, who
treated us with coffee and fweetmeats. He introduced

us to the Pafcha, who received us very courteoufly.

He was a very graceful perfon, and between filty and

fixty years of age. He aficed us concerning our intend-

ed journey, gave us full permifRon to viiit every thing,

and that we might not meet with any moleftation,

promifed to fend a perfon with us whereever we deli-

red to go. Our entertainment was the fame, as at

the Oaja's, with the addition of flierbet, rofe water,

and perfumes.

This city is built on the ruins of another more an-

cient, which formerly feems to have made a confider-

able figure, and on the gentle aclivity of a hill. But
the ancient city feems to have ftood higher on the

fummit of the hill, where there is a large plain, ex-

tending north-eaft to the mountains. The eaftern and

fouthern parts of the city are wafhed by the river

Meander, which continues it*s courfe along the valley,

fertilizing all the country near it's banl^s. This, in

my opinion, is a proof, that anciently a city ftood

here, and probably Magmfia ad Meandrv.m^ to diftiii-

guifli it from Magnefta ad Sipulum^ fituated at the foot

of that mountain, near the river Hermus^, and to th's

f An ok is about two, pounds and a half.

K 3 vcr^:
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very day has retained it's ancient name in the word
Manaflla, as we fhall fliew hereafter.

We afcended the hill betwixt the wall on the left

fide of the city, and a large old caftle, from which

the city derives it's Tiirkifli name, Jtifelhifar, i e.

fine caftle. In our afcent we obferved on both fides,

near the walls, feveral antique pieces, as fruftums of

marble pillars, &c. lying on the ground, and others

placed in the wall, doubtlefs by the Turks.

On the fummit of the hill we faw the ruins of a ve-

ry large ftrudlure, the facade of which is ftill ftanding,

and confifls of three large gates, or arches, but that

in the middle is the mofl fpacious. On them are

fome veftiges of painting and writing, but the letters

are not legible. The outfide confifts of two marble

tablets, placed in a tranfverfe pofition, one containing

a Greek, and the other a Latin infcription ; but from

their great height could only be read imperfectly,

which gave us no little concern, as we conceived they

would have given us fome ufeful information, being

flill entire, and in genuine ancient chara6lers.

This remarkable ruin confifted of very large

ftones, and under it were vaults, into which we de-

fcended, and went fome diftance, but found, that in

f:veral places the arches were fillcn in. On the facade

we faw a white broken flone, on which was the follow-

ing imperfect infcription :

A C , C. A TES PHMAIOI ETEIM
XTAON ^ABPipON TIPEISKTANON KAI
MOSTNON STPATHrHSANTA THS
nOAEnS AT0AIPETn2 2EI THN H2AN
TA AEKAITONA nOAIFTnTOY XEIION
2TNXOPH0ENTA TH riATPIAI ATTOT
AAPIANOT 2EBA2TOT MOAinN MTPI
AAAS ES KAI nPOXPHSANTA EK TUN
lAinN THN TEIMHN TOT lEITOT KAI
TAS TENOMENAS MEXPI HEN0AAE

AAnA
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AAUA . NAS nASAS ANAFA APA0O
KAI <MAOnATPIN UAIH KEKOIMH
MENON APETH KAI HISTEI KA0OS
H nATPIS ATTn EMAPTTPH2E nOA
AAKIS , STEN0MENH2 A , . . .

ATTON STNTE l^OTS AKTC ....
KAI TOIS IS MAST '^'-

<r . . . TAH2
KAI TOYS TENOME .... iniST
0ANH tl'O^ AIASI XINI

AOSNE

We alfo pafTed over feveral other rudera, which con-

firmed us in our opinion, that the ancient city muft
have Hood here, though at prefent hardly any thing is

to be feen but heaps of ruins, fields, and burying-

places. In one of the latter, where formerly a Greek
church flood, and of which fome fragments ftill fub-

fift, I found the tollowing Latin infcription, the let-

ters of which appeared to be of the fourth century

:

GERMANIAS GALLIAS BRITANEAS
AFRICAM

ADQVE ILLVRICVM VIRTVTE GLORIA
PIETATE

IVSTITIA CVNCTOS RETRO PRINCIPES
SVPERGRESSO

DN.FL. IVL. CONSTANTIO VICTORI MAXI-
MO AC TRIVMFATORI SEMPER AVGVSTO
PL. MAGNVS AC PROC. ASIAE VICE SACRA

IVDICAN
TE TATILIVS CLEMENTIAEQVEDEVOTVS
CVRANTE MANATOLIVM CVRATORE

In the Jews burying-ground we faw this infcription:

A T T O K PAT OPI KAI2API SEBA2I
EK TaN lAinN ANESTHSE TI
KAATAIOS AIAATMENO

K 4 Am*
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And on entring the city, on a fmall round column,

dill pretty entire, [ copied the following :

MAIANAPIA ME NEK PAT O Y
HAH AAIANTOS TTNHAE
ISXTPinNOS ISXTPinN

ANTIAHPOT

Th e ruins of the ancient city cover fo large an ex-

tent of ground, as conveys a grand idea of it ; and
befides my own opinion, that fome good infcriptions

might be found among them, we v.'ere afilired, that

often very large and beautiful pieces of marble are

found buried in the earth, But the excefTive heat ren-

dered us fo faint, as to render us incapable of making
any farther fearch.

We alfo thought, that at fome diftance towards

the north-eaff, on the declivity ot the mountains, we
faw the ruins of a large and noble caftle, pofTibly of
an amphitheatre -, but this I cannot pretend to affirm,

as the eye may poflibly be deceived, and the heat

would not admit of our going any farther.

We next took a view ot the city itfelf, which is

built in the Turkifli manner, namely of bricks, dried

in the fun. It is about an hour in circuit, and lies in

the form of an amphitheatre, on the declivity of an

eafy hiil. It has fix mofques, each with it's minaret.

The inhabitants are chiefly Turks, but there are fome
Greeks, Armenians, and Jews, a pretty good trade

being ftill carried on here with the produds of the

adjacent country. At our return, the Pafclia, as a

fmgular mark of favour, fent us a lamb, though none

of the fatteft •, and by his order alfo, a Tu|k attend-

ed us, which commanded refpedl where-ever we
went.

On the 20th of April, at day-break, we left the

city of Jufelhifar, and followed the fame road a,bout

iialf an hour, by which we entered it. But then

llruck
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ftruck off to the right up the mountains, where we
had die choice ot two ways, the longed was far the

mod plcafant ; but the other made amends for it's

ruggednels by being confiderably fhorter, and there-

fore we chofe it, though our baggage, which fet out

before us, took the former. We now, with great

difficulty, afcended a very fteep mountain, and during
half an liour againft the current of a rivulet runnino-

qown it. Being pafied this mountain, our road, for

near two hours, was over hills and dales, after which
it became fomething eafier, but ftill rugged. We of-

ten paifed a fmall river running between the moun-
tains, and fometimes we lofl fight of it.

After travelling thus for about four hours, we
faw a large ruin on our left-hand, and were told, that

it was then a convent of dcrvifes. An hour more
brought us to a very pleafuit fpot near the above-

mentioned river, where we baited, and flayed 'till

the mules with the baggage joined us. But wc
were fo delighted with the refrefhing fhadow of the

trees, and the beautiful profped: along the banks of

the river, that we could willingly have fiayed longer,

had not oiir guide informed us, that vie had very bad

roads before us, and that all our time would hardly be

fufficient to reach Tyria.

We therefore mounted our horfes, and eroded the

river over a flone bridge of one arch. We now again

experienced' our former difficulties, the firft of which
was to afcend a very high and deep mountain, and af-

terwards twelve others in the fame manner, fometimes
making the circuit of one mountain to reach another.

Jf in any place the way was fomething eafier, it

was dill very narrow and deep ; and fometimes we
met with very rugged precipices, where the way
would only permit a dngle horfe to pafs, and belov7

fuch terrible abydes as could not be viewed without

terror ; and had any of our horfes happened to flip

the rider would have been ip the greated danger.
' We
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We had, indeed, fome fpecimen of this in one of

our fervants, who being intruded with a bottle of

brandy, had drank oi it to fuch excefs, that he fell

from his horfe, and rolled down the precipice. When
we had fortunately pafied this dangerous road, and

came to the bottom of the mountain, we found, to our

aftonifhment, that he had efcaped with only a few

bruifes.

After feveral fatiguing afcents and defcents we
happily arrived in the level country, and croffed the

abovementioned river feveral times. Here we were

delighted with the fight of a beautiful variety of caf-

cades ; the waters rulhing through narrow chafms in

the rocks, and falling from one to another in a thou-

fand different forms -, and, I muft own, gave me
much greater pleafure than all I ever faw performed

by art.

We had now travelled above five hours from our

baiting-place, with great fatigue and danger, though

each was lately much lelfened ; but now we again en-

tered on the moft fteep and dangerous precipice we
had yet met with, and were obliged to alight and

lead our horfes. At length, after two hours, we had

the pleafure of feeing the city of Tyria, which flood

at the foot of this mountain.

Th e beautiful valley now again prefented itfelf to

our fight, and wab terminated by hills at a prodigious

diftance. The fmall eminences in the valley, not in

the lead obitrudling our view from this mountain.

This profpe<5l increafed in beauty as we approached

nearer to Tyria, the houfes appearing amidft a great

number of trees, and the whole heightened by the

minarets of the mofques.

In defcending this mountain, we met with two
fprings, iflliing from it's fide in very copious dreams.

The water of the latter flowed through four apertures,

and was from thence conveyed in an arched conduit

into the city. We drank largely of this water, which

was
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was remarkably clear and good. The mountains are

in general defert, and have every where a dreary

afpeft ; and the iiimmits ot feveral were covered with

inow. They were not, however, without fruitful

fports, and in the valleys, we law fome marks of

tillage and plantations, intermixed with a few cottages.

We favv alfo multitudes of goats, an evident proof

that there were fome villages or hamlets in the val-

lies, though they efcapcd our fight.

This mountain is full ot rocks, and the flints were

decorated with glittering fpots, refembling gold and
filver. And I am inclined to believe, that this is the

ancient Mefogyotes, or Mediterranean mountain of

Strabo, taking it's name from the town of Mefagys,

which formerly Hood at the toot of that mountain ;

but no body here could give us any account of it.

In our defcent trom the mountain we rode quite

through the city of Tyria, which took us up near half

an hour, and pitched our tents on the other fide of the

city, on a fine plain. Here we remained encamped
all the following day, in order to reft our beafls •, and
in the mean time took an opportunity of viewing

the city.

Tyria is a well-built city, lying on the declivity

of a mountain, and extending itfelt to a confiderable di-

ifance. The appearance of it is rendered much more
pleafant from the abundance of trees and gardens about

it •, and, in my opinion, near as large as Smyrna, but

much lefs populous. I counted in it above twenty

Turkifh mofques with minarets •, and, what is fingu-

lar, one of them had two. Here is a'fo a good Bazar
or market. Some of the flreets are wholly tilled with

fhops ; the fhoe- makers alone occupy two.

The Greeks have two churches here, the lead of

which we vifited. It was remarkably fmall and mean,

but contained feveral pictures of Chrift, the Fanagia^

ov Madonna^ and fome faints. At the entrance ot it is

ftill remaining another objed of devotion, with modern
characters
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characters upon it, namely, a porphyry, but mutilated,

llatue of Chrift, holding in one hand an open book, on

which are the following words, 'Eyc^ iliA to (pa?? ? p^oV/^s.

I am the light cf the world. I afked the Papa, who fa-

voured us with a fight of the church, concerning this

ftatue, as being contrary to the cuftom ot the Greeks,

who, though iond of paintings in their churches, ex-

clude all images and fculpture, as bordering too nearly

on Pagan idolatry. But all the anfwer the good lather

could give me was, that they had found it placed there.

At the fame time he informed us, that the whole num-
ber of Chriftians in the city fcarcely exceeded an hun-

dred. We next went to that called the cathedral,

but could find no perfon to open the door. One of

our company, who had before vifited that flrqCture

by himfelf, communicated to us the following infcrip-

tion, which he found in it.

It would have been a great fatisfa6lion to me, to

have feen whether the word x^^ire be ad:ually written

with £. At the farther end of the city I found on an

old flone, now ferving for a water-trough, the follow-

ing Greek infcription, which I could wifh had bees,

more perfedl

:

.....,){ iTQ^oq ^AaSiavoj

copov .... aSivi t . . . .

fjLiToi .... XO^K .... fJ,XiV . . .

ro^Qji.WiX'i Tt TomTov avro

T»? ap^ETw Tw jfpwTaTw nxfiaco

B. ^. xviJouraj ^t Trig coea

nxi y.Xr\Povo[AOi ocTuv Zwtrji/.

rxvTYig iTri'ypa,(pvg avTi'ypa,(pov

This
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This infcription relates to the dedication of a bu-

rying-place to Flavianus and his family, laying a fine

of two tiioufand five hundred drachms, payable to the

facred treafury, on any one who fhould violate it j

adding, that the care of this fepulchre is committed

to Alexander and Potamus, together with the Sheriff

of the city •, and that a duplicate of it is depofited in

the archives of Ephefus

Tyria is a modern city, built by the Turks, and

by no means the ancient Thyatira, in which many tra-

vellers were miftaken, 'till the true fite of that city

was at lafl difcovered, and on which we fhall offer

fome obfervations in the fequel. I do not deny, but

Tyria may ftand on a fpot where formerly there was a

town, village, or hamlet of this name, and from
w^hich the appellation has been continued to this city,

as the word does not appear to be of Turkilh

origin

Th e fituation of Tyria I have already obferved to

be very pleafant. The valley, at the edge of which

it (lands, is alfo exceeding fertile. Without the city

are as beautiful and rich paftures as can any where be

leen. In this valley are alio leveral very fertile emi-

nences ; and on the other fide it is bounded by that

ridge of mountains, which, in my opinion, was by

the Ancients called Galkfius,, and which, near Ephe-
fus, is now called Aleman. Modern Geographers have

taken this for the mountain of Mimas •, but this feems

a miftake, Mimas being the higheft fummit of Eri-

threa^ or the cape which bounds the gulph of Smyrna,
and at prefent generally known by the name of Cape
Calaherno^ from the Turkilh word Calahurno^ or black

nofe. This valley of Tyria being well watered, pro-

duces great quantities of excellent rice, and the neigh-

bourhood of Smyrna affords a good market for it.

We here met with fingular courtefy andfriendfhip

from the Aga, with whom one of our company was

acquainted, and had a bill of exchange on him. Thi^

Aga,
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Aga, whofe niame was Ufun Mehemet, prefented us

with a ]ar of olives, a box of honey, Tome tobacco,

wine and brandy •, hkewife fix Makremas, or fine

linnen veils. He alfo intreated us in the moft friend-

ly manner to ftay another day, when he was pleafed

to fay, he would treat us as we deferved, and kill

two lambs for our entertainment. We, however,

thought proper to decline his civil offer •, and he was

fo far from being offended, that he ordered us a guide,

and another to relieve him on the way.

Before I leave Tyria I muft obferve, that on the

day of our arrival here a man and a woman had been

executed •, the head of the man was feparated from his

body, and lay on the ground, but the woman conti-

nued hanging on a tree. Their crimes were theft

in the former, and proftitution in the latter.

Th e day following, at five in the morning, we fet

out from our encampment, and travelled through the

valley north-eafl towards Sardis, and foon after came

into a delightful, and fertile country. In this fruitful

track we crofTed two rivulets, and in an hour and a

half the river Cayfter, which we paiTed twice. Thus
we again found ourfelves in the country through which

the Cayfter ferpentizes in fo entertaining a manner, as

we had feen near Ephefus.

This country bordering on the Cayfter is every

level and fruitful, and we obferved it was better cul-

tivated than other valleys, equally favoured with the

bounties of nature. This valley is alfo very full of

villages, and bounded on both fides by very high

mountains -, thofe on the right were anciently called

Mefogyotes, and thofe on the left Tmolus, whofe lofty

fummits were covered with fnow. After travelling

four hours and a half we encamped in a field of clover,

and near a village.

At two in the afternoon we again purfued our

journey, being about two hours journey from the

foot of mount Tmolus. We palTed through two fmall

villages



Afia Minor, the Archipelago, &c. 143

villages ftanding on a little river, but we could not find

any perfon to inform us of it's name. A little far-

ther we came into an extenfive grove of olive trees, all

of them large and flourifliing, greatly exceeding thofe

in the valley of Smyrna, and we were told, that great

quanties of oil were carried from hence to that city.

It was not, however, without reafon, that we were
furprized at finding fuch multitudes of olive trees

here, as they are faid to tiourifh only within the reach

of the fea-winds. But according to our computation,

we were at no fmall diftance from the fea-fliore ; tho*

I do not think it impofllble but that the fea breezes

coming from the neighbourhood of Ephefus, may
continue along the valley of Cayfter, and thus pene-

trate hither, where they are intercepted by the moun-
tains.

A LITTLE before we reached the foot of the

mountains, we met with a fwarm of iocufts, as yen

not larger than bees, but refembling the common lo-

cuil, and of a brown colour. Thefe infefts covered a

very confiderable track of land, but how far they ex-

tended in breadth, we could not difcern. When they

arrive at maturity, and find themfelves llimulated by
the rays of the fummer fun, they fpring into the air,

and fiy along like a cloud, fettling in the evening, and

devouring every green thing j and the next day again

rife into the air, and continue their progrefs.

At the foot of this mountain flands a very pleafant

little town, the inhabitants of which are the chief pro-

prietors of the abovementioned olive trees, and adja-

cent country. Through it runs a rivulet, and from a

Chriflian fiave we underftood, that it's name was Ca-

pai. It afforded feveral remains of antiquity, as frag-

ments of marble pillars, bafins. Hones of all kinds,

with antique figures on them, but of which nothing

could be made. We alfo perceived in the walls of

the houfes feveral pieces of marble, but placed without

any order. On aii eminence near it, are ftill vifible

the
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the ruins of a caftle. From all which circumftanceSi

I think this place was the ancient Hypapce, which lay

beyond Sardis, on the other fide of mount Tmolus,

and at the foot of it, according to Ovid's defcription^

Met. Lib. IL ver. 4.

tmolus in afcenfu cHvcque exUnfus utroque

Sardibus hinc illinc pcirvis jinittir Hyp^pis,

And perhaps the name itfelf, to wit Capai, may be

the remains of the word HypcCpce.

Here we began to afcend the mourttain of Tmolus,

now called by the Turks Bozdag, i. e. the fnow

mountain, it's fummit being continually covered with

fnow. It had alfo, on account of it's height, the epi-

thets of tempejluous and ivindy applied to it, as appears

from the following lines in Dionyf. Perieg. ver. 130.

Mcenia pojl has nrhcs ortiim verjus proreEia ejl

^molo fub ventofo.

On the other hand, fome fpots of it were very fa*

mous for their excellent wine, as Virgil tells us, Georg,

H. ver. 97, 98.

Sunt enim Amminea vites^ firmijfima vina^

Tmolus £ff adfurgit quibus, ^ Rex ipfe Phan^us, ^c.

And Ovid, Pomp. Lib. IV. Eleg. 15, ver. 9. faya

01" it,

Jfrica quot Segetss, quot Iholia terra racemos.

And in M<!t. Lib. VI. ver. 15,

t)?feruirf fui J^ympkce vincta Tmoli,

A?fD
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And again, Met. II. ver. 86.

- - - Sui vbieta Tinwli,

Pdciohimquc petit.

. It was alfo famous for it's fafiVon, according tci

Virgil's obfcrvation, Georg. I. vcr, ^^,

' - Nonne vides, croceos tit ^7)101115 odores.

In the mean time, our afcent hewn in the rock,

after the manner of a winding ftair-cafe, but ftecp in

fome places, proved very fatiguing, though nothing

when compared to bur two days journey over the

mountain. The afcent took us up two hours, and

having reached the top, we found ourfelves on a large

plain, in which were houfes, gardens, meadows,
iruit-trces, fprings, and a great number of black Cattle,

but not One human creature. We afterwards, how-
ever, underftood, that the premifes belonged to the

inhabitants of Capai, and is their fummer refidence,

retiring hither to avoid the prodigious heat at the foot

of the mountain, that town facinc^ the fouth and fouth-

eafl, and confequently is expofed to the violent rays

of the fun.

We were indeed greatly amazed at the fudden al-

teration of the climate, which refembled our being

tranfported at once from the torrid into the frigid zone.

The trees were, in general, without leaves, as in win-

ter, and fome had juft begun to bud ; but the for-

ward fruit-trees were adorned with bloffoms. We
were obliged to pafs the night here, the coldnefs of

whicli was increafed by a very fliarp wind, and to our

great concern, a very worthy gentleman in our com-
pany contraded an intermitting fever. Our fervants

took care not to fuffer themfelves, for they made a very

large fire j great quantities of wood being piled up in

VoL.h 1- feveral
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feveral places, and danced all night round it, in lb ex*

traordinary a manner, that I much queftion, it ever

this mountain had been before the fcene of fuch ex-

travagant mirth.

The next morning, at fix o'clock, we left our un-

comfortable camp, and after croffing the mountain en-

tered a valley of no great breadth, but pleafantly

bounded on each fide with a ridge of hills covered

with woods, which, with it's own beautiful verdure,

exhibited a delightful fcene. After leaving this charm-

ing valley, we paffed through two burying-places,

which fufficiently indicate, that formerly this fpot was

not deftitute of inhabitants. We now followed the

ftream of a rivulet, which was prefently increafed

by feveral fmall ftreams , but foon after precipitated

itfelf from a rock into a fubterranean baiin, and dif-

appeared.

We had not, however, loft fight of this, before

another rivulet appeared, which was foon greatly en-

larged, and continued it's courfe near our road thro'

this mountainous country to Sardis ; from whence we
concluded it to be the river Padolus. I do not doubt

but the abovementioned rivulet, which we loft fight

of at the rock, ilTues again out of the earth, and

joins it's waters with thofe of the Pa6tolus •, and hence

this river, Vv'hich wafhed the walls of Sardis, was laid

to have golden fand ; it's courfe, tor fome time, be-

ing through the bowels of mount Tmolus.
The different fpecics of herbs, plants, and trees,

found among thele lolty eminences, is almoft infinite,

efpecially at the end of the mountain, where the va-

riety of flowers, plants, and trees, is really furprizing,

and proves a very agreeable entertainment to a lover

of Botany. Here the valley contrails itfelf, leaving

only a paffage for the Paftolus, which fometimes lay

at a great diftance beneath us. The air was every

where fo cold, that the rays of the fun, which we
fometimes enjoyed, were very comfortable, refem-

bling
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bling thole of the fpring in our own country. This
chain of mountains may be juftly termed the kitchen-

garden of the lelTer Alia -, and I muft own to have

been fo dehghted with the rich variety it afforded of
the vegetable kingdom, that I determined, if ever I

embraced the hermetical life, to make this the place

of my retirement.

In our afcent up the mountain from Capai we faw

great numbers of glittering (tones, full of brilliant

fpecks reiembling gold and filver. We alfo met with

the fame in our defcent, and even the duft on the

ground appeared as if impregnated with particles of

filver. And this phasnomenon, perhaps, gave rife to

the pompous defcriptions which the Ancients have gi-

ven of the Padolus. I alfo diligently fought for a

vein of very white marble, faid to be in this moun-
tain, but fortune did fo far favour me as to find it.

We had now a fight of Sardis, which lies at the

foot of this mountain, in a large and very pleafant

valley ; and at fome diftance is a lake, doubtlefs that

formerly called Gig^an. But having now travelled

fix hours we thought proper to pitch our tents.

Before we reached the Ipot where ancient Sardis

flood, we faw at the foot of the eminence, on which the

caftle of Sardis is built, fix pillars of remarkable beauty.

They were of the Ionic order, about twenty feet ia

height, and ftood at the diftance of twelve teet from

each othePt forming a v^ry grand ruin. The capitals

were flill intire, one only excepted, which was fallen

down, and another fomething mutilated. On two
of thefe pillars, and the remainder of a frontifpiece,

was a tranlVerfe (tone, of fuch enormous weight, that

it is difficult to conceive how it was poifible to be pla-

ced at fuch a height. The ground is covered with

fragments of very large pillars, and on one ot them
the letters ^ I. The ilone of thefe pillars was the

fame with that we had k^n on the mountain ; very

white, but not equal to marble.

L 2 Tiis
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Th e Pa(5lolus fitiws clofe by thefe pillars, direftlng

it's courfe to the city through a narrow valley, bound-

ed on each fide by a chain ol" hills. When the fnov/

melts on the mountains the Paftolus becomes a very

large and rapid river •, but when v/e were here il's

channel was very fmall, and not at all anfwerable to

the ideas our curiofity had entertained of it, from the

defcriptions of the Ancients.

Th e city of Sardis, once the celebrated capital, and

the refidence of the opulent kings of Lydia, is now the

habitation of buffaloes and oxen, great numbers of

which are itcn here •, Sardis being now reduced to a

very mean village, it's inhabitants, who are all herdf-

men, living in wretched cottages of clay, which do
not exceed the height of a man : But the large and

luxuriant vallies in the neighbourhood are well adap-

ted to the occupation of the inhabitants.

The great extent and grandeur of the ruins abun-

dantly fliew, that the ancient Sardis v/as a large and

fplendid city. Here we fee the remains of very {lately

edifices, as palaces, churches, amphitheatres, walls, and

fi great variety of ruins of other buildings. On the

•well fide are the walls of two or three fuperb and

grand apartments, which, from their appearance,

feem to have belonged to a royal palace, the floors

being all fupported by arches, and the angles decora-

ted with ftones finely cut •, but the walls themfelves ot

very hard and large bricks, commonly feen among
the ruins in thefe countries

On the eaft fide are ftill [landing fome pillars, and

the remains ot another prodigious ilrudlure, probably

the cathedral -, for Sardis, alter being the capital of

Lydia, and flourilliing under the Greek and Roman
monarchies, became at laft a Chriftian metropolis.

On the fouth fide are large ruins, probably thofe of

an amphitheatre, or royal palace. The caftle is fitua-

ted on the top of a hill, which coft us half an hour to

afcend. But no more remains of this ancient Itruc-

ture.
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ture than it's walls, which are of a great thicknefs; and
the Ipace within theai filled with ruins of pillars, &:c.

Thefe walls appear to have been repaired fince great

part of the city has been demolifiied, as the fragments

qf marble and ftone pillars, cornices, Ike. are feen in

them in different places. In the caftle is Itill a roofed

llrudurc, in which the peafants of Sard., the prefent name
of the place, otccn iheltcr tliemfelves from the incur-

lions ol the corfairs. On fome ftones in the caitle

Aj'alls, we met with the tollowing infcription ;

HN TriN AIATTnriQS HTOIKC^IiPlC
GEN TnN ANCinNKs MYEEPHNEMH
NXIN nAPATHEPEXIa T» ENAO^XiTATs
PEG E P E^ K X A I K A C T».

nOCCICTO TUN APOC THN ^ENAC
N I C T H. T.

On another ftone the followins;:

a nANAPIS TE BOKOPJTIE
~ SAISATE AESTON
EPrONEOI nAPAniSIN ^

T O I >\ n O N H 2 A M E N a

And on another flone, clofe to the former, were

thefe words :

i:ABElNO SEPOS. .HN02EAO ^EAE ....

INE APXOT KIBTPATH
'KAATATAN...TvIArNH2EAN OEENM • .. XAPMI

AH2 AnOAAIiNIOI . . . lESOlSEN
!i;APEYSE A . . . ES , . . MAKEAI2NA AK ~ Af . . .

POT TOT. .. JCOTNATA I^iM-'^H

YPKANI SEAXISEN . . SEPAninN. AOAFf
MOT PTXIEINA. . . EEAfllEN

AIOTHN H2 AIOrENTSrHMNHIlI HSSAAGHN

: . . .
L 3 At
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At prefent Sardis has not a Tingle Chriftian among

it's inhabitants -, but is not without a Turkifh mofque,

the portico of which is decorated with grand antique

pillars. Indeed the mofque appears not to be a

Turkifh work, but a ftrufture of the Greeks, pro-

bably one of their churches.

Having gratified our curiofity at Sardis, though

not without a fenfible concern, to fee that fuperb city

reduced to fuch a confufcd heap of ruins, we conti-

nued our journey along mount Tmolus, towards

Doergoeili, and feveral times met with large currents

of water ifTuing from that mountain, and after five

hours arrived at the town of Doergoetli.

In riding through this place we found it very wa-

tery •, one of the llreets having a rivulet running

through it from a neighbouring eminence. This place

is not fituated like the generality of Turkifli towns we
had feen, at the foot of a mountain, but in a plain,

having a large track of land about it, which annually

produces great quantities of cotton, aqd is, indeed,

the, chief fupport of this caffaba, a general name gi-

ven by the Turks to their fmall towns, this place not

being above half an hour in circuit. It's inhabitants

confift of about two hundred and fifty Greeks, five

hundred Armenians, and one hundred Jews, the reft,

which form the moft confiderable number, being

Turks, The latter have here three mofques j the Ar-

menians have alfo obtained permiflion to build a

church, a favour feldom granted, where there was ori-

ginally no ftru6ture of that kii^d.

We encamped near the town on the publick road,

by which means perfons pafTing along, and approach-

ing our guards, were taught by fevere difcipline tq

keep at a proper diftance, though not the leaft

complaint was made of it. In the Armenian bury-

place we found the two following imperfed in-

fcriptions.

s . . . . TKH
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TKHAin KOTTA
1 A A E I N 11 or
a E K T A I A T A r H 2
KAPMOT TO IAIX2 ^ 1 A fl

ETEPFETH

And on another ftone was this jnfcriptiorij but era-

zed on both iides.

01: OPAN. . . .

Z Z E T Z . . . . ,

A P M 1 A I . . . .

n E V K
T O M N

Th e next day, at three in the morning, v/e left

Doe-rgoetli^ directing our way to Nymphi. Half an

hour after our departure we crofled the river Hermus,
which is here very broad but fhallow. We now left

the high road, directing our courfe towards the moun-
tains, which Teem to extend to Sardis, and w^as, pro-

bably, a part of Tmolus. Our motive for ftriking

out of the road, was, an information we had received,

ihat a party of banditti were lurking in it ; and a per-

fon who had joined us, but continued to purfue the

common road, was robbed.

At the foot of the mountains we faw a handfome
village, and beyond it crofTed feveral rivulets, by
which the natural fertility of the foil is delightfully

improved. At lome diftance farther we palled thro'

another village of a good appearance, and at the fame

time had fight of a fecond on our left-hand. The Si-

pylus mountains lay on Qur right, and mount Maftu
iia was hehind us.

We now entered the valley of Nymphi, which is.

furrounded by the Sipylus mountains, and Tome emi-

r.ences, polTibly a part of mount Mimas \ and at the

L ^ foot
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foot of thefe eminences the town of Nymplii. Thiii

valley abounds in vineyards, but has very few olive

trees, the fea breezes, which are faid to be necefiary

to their growth, being intercepted by the mountains

towards Smyrna. At ten o'clock we reached Nym-
phi, having fpent above ten hours more than v/as ne-

ceflliry by the common road.

Nymph I, which from it's name feems to have

been of Greek origin, is a country-tov/n, and' lik<i

mofl: in thefe parts, (lands at the foot of a mountain,

in a mod delightful fituation, both with regard to the

valley, v/hich exhibits an inchanting profpeft ol vine-

yards and pafh-ires, and the mountains, trom whence
iffues a fbream of excellent water, which, after feveral

mazes and catarafts, enters the valley. The place

where the above ftream ifilies from the mountain, is

delightfully fituated for enjoying the Irefh air in fum-
mer.

Nymphi and it's environs abound in cherry-trees,

and a certain fpecies of earth ifTues out of the ground,

which is carried to Smyrna., and ufcd in making foap,

and thence called foap-earth.
' At four in the afternoon we left Nymphi, purfu-

ing our road along the valley, and t!ius again arrived

at the village Ciai-aclidcrc^ wlicre we were elegantly

entertained at the country-feat of a Dutch merchant,

and foon vifited by fome of our friends ac Smyrna,

In this viliase is a fDrins: iiluino; liom a rock, which

in fummer yields a large quantity of water, but is al-

ways dry in the winter.

The next morning v/e vifited the village of Adf-

gilar, where we pitched our tents oppoiite to the

country-ieat of the Dutch conful, who received us in

a very friendly manner ; and feveral gentlemen of

other nations, kindly v^elcomed our return. After

dinner we let out with the company, amounting to

about fixty horfe, for Smyrna, where we fafely arri-

ved, vreil pleafed with -our journe)v

CHAP.
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CHAP. XI.

Account offome exciirjions to IslolaLonga, one

of the Aglecn iflands^ lying in the gidph of

Smyrna^ and to Partridge ijla?id.

SOME time after our return to Smyrna, I went

with Mr Sherard, the F-ngHlh conful, and feveral

merchants of that nat'on, on a party of pleafure, to

IJlola Longa^ the Jargeft of the Agleen iflands *, It

lies in the gnlph of Smyrna, between cape Calaburna,

and the water caftle of Smyrna. On one fide of it is

the harbour of Fogia, and on the other, Vourla bay,

in which are feveral fmall illands.

In about fix hours a favourable breeze brought us,

very early in the morning, to a fmall harbour in Iflola

Longa, and on the fiiore we obferved heaps of flones,

traces of houfes, and two wells with buckets, which we
confidered as fure indications that here was formerly a

to\yn or village ; and what confirmed us in this opi-

nion were two edifices, one built againfb the fide of a

hill, which is of the fame height with the building,

and with the top of it forms a terras.

This ftrufture is built on five rows of fquare pil-

lars, of a grey or whitifh flone •, but the workmaniliip

very indiff'erent. Each row confifts of twenty-four

pillars, and the length of the whole building one hun-

dred and fifty of my common paces, and forty in

breadth. It had been inclofed within a thick wall,

without the lead appearance of any gate. And to this

day the walls are ftanding, except fome part of that

before the front, where there are feveral breaches in it,

and five of the abovementioned pillars are thrown

* They are faid to derive their name from an Englifh pirate,

who, ribout one hundred and fifty years ago, made this ifland his

Retreat, and fortified it for his defence.

^own.
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down, pofTibly by the Hiocks of an earthquake.

Near the wall are feme canals, fupported by eight

arches.

These circumftances induce me to think, that

this was formerly a cittern for preferving water, the

above canals conveying the rain that fell in the winter

into it from the adjacent eminences, there being no
rain here for three or four months in fummer, when
this refervoir of water ferved for a fupply.

Near this edifice is another of the fame form, but

not above half as large, and great part of it buried

under the earth. It Hands a few paces nearer the fea,

but clofe to the high land. This building is difcern-

able only by an aperture made in it's roof, and thro'

which our fervants entered to fetch water -, but foon

returned, the place being every where full of earth,

and foul water. They, however, perceived, that this

building had only two rows of pillars, of the fame

architedlure as the former •, but it was fo dark that

they could not compute the number, or perceive how
far this fubterranean grotto reached. But the build-

ing has not the leaft elevation above the ground, being

perfectly level with it, and to be found only by the

abovementioned entrance.

This ifland, which, from it's appearance from
Smyrna, has been called Longa, is about thirty miles

m circuit j it is mountainous and hilly, but the vai-

lies fruitful. It abounds with a great variety of plants,^

among which were many very curious, and therefore

could not efcape fo expert a Botanift as the conful.

It has alfo great numbers of rabbets, hares, and the

Jike, of which we every day fhot a great number. It

afFojds no high trees, but is every where covered with

fmall flirubs, among which we obferved myrtles and

l^ntifks. Several fields were covered with Lolium hor-

deum fpunum^ and Steriles Avena^ a fufficient proof,

that formerly corn was fown there.

This
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This ifland is at prefent uninhabited, but com-
monly ufed as a place for iifhing or hunting by the

gentlemen! on the continent. Large flocks of flieep

and goats ajre kept here, but we faw only lour horfes

and two afies, on the whole ifland. During our flay

here it rained every day, which in thefe parts is fome-
thing extraordinary : and this hindered us irom ma-
king a farther progrefs, as we at firft intended, parti-

cularly of vifiting feveral places on the continent.

In our return we went on fliore in another of thefe

iflands, called by the Englifh Patridge-ifland, from
the great number of thofe birds found in it. But as

it was nearly the fame with the Iflola Longa, we con-

tented ourfelves with a fuperficial view of it. It is

fmaller than the former, and alio uninhabited.

We likewife vifited the bay of Vourla^ and took a

furvey of it's rocks and iilands. On the fhore we
faw a large village, which our Janizary, called Kilif-

man, whence I concluded, that it flood near the

remains of the celebrated Clazomene *, and was the

more confirmed in"my opinion, from being told, that

large ruins of walls, and flrudures, are flili to be ittn

there. We did not, however, go afhore, but continued

pur courfe, and a fine breeze brought us in five hours

\o Smyrna.

* Clazomene, according to Paufanias, in Jcbaia, Cap. 3. was,

during the profperity of Greece, a moil beautiful city. It ftood

on a peninfula, and was, by the lonians, fortified at an immenfe
charge, that it might refill the attacks of the Perfians. Yet nei-

ther this city, Ionia, nor even all Greece, uece able to defeat the

attempts of Cyrus.

CHAP.
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^. H A P. XII.

Vpvage from Smyrna to Constantinoi'Le,

with an accoimt of foine places and ifands^ par-

ticidar Mitelene, Tenedos, the cojitinent of
^ Troy, ^c.

OON after our return to Smyrna, a pleafing op-

portunity offered of vifiting Conftantinople, in

company with the bifhop of Carthage, who was going
to that city, to take poffeffion of his apoftolical

©ITice.

We were both inclined to go by fea, and after ex-

prefTing my acknowledgments to the conful, and other

friends at Smyrna, for their great civilities, we em-
barked on board a fmall Turkifli veffel, which had

befides us feveral other paflengers, and was very deep-

ly laden. But being well provided with all kinds of

provifions, we feemed the lefs anxious about enjoying

any pleafures in the captain's cabin.

Nothing can certainly exceed the profpedl from

Smyrna bay, the hills being covered with fig trees,

vines, and olive-trees •, and as we lay here fome time

wind-bound, we conftantly, every day, walked on
the fliore, where we gathered grapes, melons, and

figs, without any obftruftion, and rendered ourfelves

very agreeable to the Turks, by fitting and fmoaking

"with them under a tree. During thefe walks I me£
Mith two marble columns, on one of which was a

crofs, but fomething damaged, and from hence I con-

jeftured, that here was formerly a Chriftian church.

Near thefe columns is a fine fpring, the waters of

which are ufed by the Turks in their ablutions.

The wind flill confined us in this bay, for the

Turks are but very indifferent feamen, being averfe

to Iciiling in the night-time, and their heart fails them
' ) at
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at the lead gale of wind. Our vefiel, thougli fmaller

than that I came in to Smyrna, carried thirty-fiye

men, and even fo large a number were hardly able to

work her. The failors, like the reft of the Turks,
are very ftiLl on board, their fole delight being fmoak-
ing and drinking of coffee. They alfo wafli themfelves

very often, in conformity to the precepts of their reU-

gion ; but it is alfo a moil excellent cuftom for pre-

ferving their health.

Among our paflengers were two Turkifli women,
the nails ofwhofe fingers were ftained red, after the com-
mon pra6lice of the Turkifli ladies. This fome think to

be done by way of ornament, fome to defend the tops

of their fingers from the cold, and others confider it

as a mark of diftinftion, like that of circumcifion in

men. But be this as it may, the red colour ufed for

this purpofe is fo adhefive as not eafily to be oblitera-

ted ; it is made from the root of an herb called Cna,

or Alkenet, macerated in wine.

At laft we failed ; but contrary winds foon obli-

ged us to put into port, whicii proved to be a harbour

of Mitelene or Leibos. This illand is celebrated for

the birth of many heroes and fage?, particularly the

poetefs Sappho, whofe buft, according to fome writers,

was ftruck on the current coin of Mitelene, the capital

o\ this ifland. That fpecies of verfe called Sapphic, is

faid to have taken it's name irom this famous poetefs,

to whom alfo the mellifluous cadence of her poetrv,

procured the name of the tenth mufe.

Alc^us a Greek poet, who gave name to the Al-
casic verfe, was alfo a native of Leihos.

Mitelene lies about feven leagues from the con-
tinent of Phrygia ; is pretty large, fruitful, and well

cultivated, abounding in excellent wheat and olives,

and it's figs are the bcfl: of any produced in the whole
Archipelago. It's wines alfo are excellent, and, ac-

cording to the poets, was endowed with fo valuable a,

quality, that exceflive draughts of it, incited people

only
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only to mirthj and not to rage. Horace and Virgil

have often praifed the wines of this ifland, the for-

mer exprefles himfelf in the following manner *.

Hie innocentis pocula Lejhii

Duces fub umbra.

An d the latter f.

Non eadem arborihus pmdet vindemia nqftris

^am Aleihymn£o carpit de palmile Lejhos.

But notwithftanding thefe authorities, it mufb be

owned, that the wine produced at prefent in this

ifland, is not equal to what might be expeded. The
caufe of this difference is imputed to the many altera-

tions the ifland has undergone from earthquakes, tho*

poflibly it may be owing, partly at lead, to an im-

perfe6t cultivation of the vineyards. It is certain,

that were the Chrift;ians mafl:ers of this ifland, it would

foon make a different appearance. The goodnefs of

this wine was alfo rendered famous by the following

tranfadion. Ariftotle being at the point of death, a

conteft arole among his difciples, who fliould fucceed

that eminent philofopher. Some declared for Menede-
mus of Rhodes •, and others for Theophraftus of Lef-

bos. But as they could not agree among themfelves^

it was unanimoufly refolved to leave the decifion to

Ariftotle himfelf, who ordered fome Lefbian and Rho^
dian wines to be brought to him, and having tafted

both with great attention, delivered himfelf in the

following manner, Utrumque oppido bonum^ fed tSiwv o

Ki<T^io<;^ that is, " Both wines are very good, but the

" Lelbian is the more agreeable." Intimating thereby,

that he by no means dcfpifed Mcnedemus, though he

Lib. I. Od. 17.

f Giorg. Lib. 11. ver. 89, 90;

preferred
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preferred Theophraftus \\. Theophraftus is ftill confi-

dered as an eminent philofopher, on account of a fmall

treatife, in which he has given a maflerly defcription

of the manners of men ; and the inhabitants of Lelbos

boafted greatly of having fo excellent a perfon born

among them. But how highly foever they might va-

lue themfelves on this, and other eminent philofo-

phers, being natives of their ifland, they at length

became fo infamous for voluptuoufnefs and debauche-

ry, that it became a proverbial faying *, to exprefs a

man of a diffolute life. He lives like ati inhabitant of

Lejhos.

Th I s ifland alfo abounds with fheep, and on the

mountains are a great number of pines, whence they

extradt pitch. Here are alfo large quantities of excel-

lent timber. The horfes of Lelbos are fmall, but

very ftrong and fwift, running up and down the fides

of the mountains with furprizing agility.

In the year 1355, the emperor Calo Johannes gave

this ifland as a portion with his filter to Johannes Ca-

talufius, a Genoefe, in recompence for his valour, and

the many acceptable fervices he had performed in the

war againft the Turks -, and his fucceflbrs enjoyed it

many years, ruling it with mildnefs and equity, and

keeping up a good underftanding with the emperors

of Trebezond. But at laft the Turks having made
themfelves mailers of the neighbouring continent,

laid on it an annual tribute of four thoufand ducats.

And afterwards Dominicus Gatalufius, it's lail prince,

having murdered his pwn brother, was taken in 1462,
and ftrangled by Mahomet the great, and the ifland

fell totally under the dominion of the Turks.

Th e capital of this ifland, called Mitelene, is very

commodioufly fituated on a peninfula, in a very health-

ful air. It appears from the fea more beautiful than

Smyrna, having two harbours, one on the fouth, and

Ij
Aul. Cell. Lib. XIII. cap. 5.

* See Suidas in voce AiaQisat^

the
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the other on the north fide of the city. On an emi-

hence is an old caille built by the Genoefe, command-
incr the city -, and at the loot of the mountains, to the

e^ll of the town, are ftill the remains of another, but

fmallcr caftle The city is alfo populous, efpecially

in Greeks, which exceed even the Turks in number.

The bazar^ or market- ftreet, is of a great length, ex-

tending from one harbour to the other, and is welt

iupplied with all the neceffaries of life.

A French conful, and a Dutch vice-conful refide

here. Indeed moil of the vefiels frequenting this port

are French tartanes for oil, of which no lefs than fe-

venty thoufand quintals are, fome years, brought hi-

ther from the difl'erent parts of the illand.

H fe R E are ftill feveral pieces of antiquity, but moft-

ly in a ruinous condition. A bath, however, afforded

me the following infcription.

ABOAAA KAI O AAMOS ATAON KAHAinN
HEPENNI ANON ZTPOTAtHSANTA AFNXiS
KAI ET STAQEnS EN KAIPOIS EniMEAIAS
AEYOMENOIS ^J'ONEIPEA KAI APXEIPEA

KAI AOnON nPITANIN AFONOGE TANENI
ENI ATTO nEHAIPOKONTA AAIKAI TANENTA
IlPirfA nAlPIAl KAI NAI O KOPO nEPiFAAfflN

NON TON XTNEENAION IIOAEI TANEHONTMON
"Ani BASIAEON HPI TANHNA NEI^LTENEOS AIA

AENOSTOI STASAIIAS BAA0N0I2 ANEAOFHSE

We purchafed at Mitelene excellent figs, and water-

Tnelons, which at Smyrna are called angouri ; all the

environs of this capital, confifting of gardens laid out

in theTurkifh tafte, with wells in feveral places for

watering the grounds, as in Spain. The women do

not want beauty, though we only faw them through

the lettices in the balconies ; but the Turkifh women
of any rank never appear. We vifited the Greek

church, which, confidering the country, is not mean,

for
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ibr it would be imprudent to affecl much ornament in

their churclics for fear of the I'urks. At the entrance

1 happened to cafl: my eyes upon a kind of marble

chair, having at the ends of the two arms eagles heads,

but badly preferved. I was told, that this chair was
formerly ufed by the princes of Mitelene •, but our in-

terpreter was of opinion, that it had ftood there evei*

fince the time of St Helena.

Here we waited upon Selim Mufelhim, deputy-

governor of the town, the Pafcha refiding chiefly at

Smyrna, where he has a large eftate. He had invited us

at our firft arrival, and we thought proper to comply
with his requeft. His houfe, befides being one of the

fineil in the city, had an elegant profped: of the har-

bour. In thefe vifits the Turks and Chriftians fit

crofs-legged, oppofite to one another, which to me,
who cannot boaft of the fupplenefs of my joints, was
not a little uneafy. The ufual treat every where con-

fifts of a pipe of tobacco, fherbet, and coffee. The
Turks never fpit when they fmoak, but are ftrangers

to ceremonies and complailance ; for all their faluta-

tions confift in laying the hand on the bread ; and to

people of inferior rank, by dropping the hand a little.

The chief garment of SeHm Mufelhim^ though a

perfon of rank, was a doliman, or robe of fine

cotton.

We next vifited the hill on which the caftle flands,

where we were (hewn into a garden belonging to a

dervife, and were there entertained in the ufual man-
ner. This Turk lived in a very retired manner ; and
in converfation with us, faid, that he believed Chrift

was born of a virgin j that he was a great faint, and
at the fame time a prophet endowed with the fpirit of

God. We were very glad that he did not afk u^

what we thought of Mahomet, as we Ihould hava

found it difhcult to have returned him a civil anfwer,

without injuring the truth. From this place we went

through ;he market^ yvhere we found all the necelTa-

VoL.L M « ries.
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ries of life remarkably cheap ; beef was only one pcn-

oy a pound •, and the largeft water-melon might be

purchafed for two pence.

About a day's journey from the capital is another

epifcopal fee called Caloni, where the bifliop has a ve-

ry elegant caftle and convent. This dignity he pur-

chafed at the price of five and twenty purfes, each be-

ing equal to tive hundred piafters. One part of thefe

purchafes go to the patriarch of Conftantinople, and

the other to the Grand Vizier. And, on the other

hand, every Papa, or prieft, pays the bifhop, a cer-

tain tax for his ordination.

Having feen every thing curious in Mitelene, and

taken our leave of the conful, we returned on board.

All fliips that load here pay the conful fix piafters,

and two per cent on all goods or merchandize. The
prieft alfo receives two piafters from every veflel.

After failing from Lefbos we coafted along the

Mofconifi iQands, fome of which are inhabited. One
bf them, I particularly obferved, was finely planted

with olive-trees. Behind thefe idands alfo is very good
anchorage. Thefe iQands, about the clofe of the laft

century, were the retreat of one George, a famous
Venetian pirate, and the terror of the whole Archipe-

lago. But at laft renouncing all dependance on the

Venetian power, he was defeated by the Turks, and
ended his life in a prifon at Venice. Though others

tell us, that after faftening a pederero round his neck
he leaped into the fea, to avoid falling into the hands

of the Turks.

At fome diftance from thefe idands we paficd the

ftreight which feparates the illand of Mitelene from
the continent, and coafted along cape Baba, as it is

called by the Turks, from a dervife or Baba^ buried

there, and who always gave the Turks intelligence

when any rovers were in the neighbouring feas. This
cape is very dangerous, on account of fudden fqualls

.
trom the mountains. In paffing by • it with a fair

wind.
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wind, the Turks, out of relpedl to the memory of the

above faint-, throw pieces of bread into the fea, tho*

they fee them immediately carried away by a fpecies

of lea-fowl common in thefe parts : and the more de-

vout among them add to this offering a prayer, for

the happinefs of his foul. At length the wind taking

us very fliort, and the current running ftrong againlt

us, v/e were obliged to come to an anchor in the chan-

nel, between the ifland of Tenedos and the coail of

'JVoy.

Tejn/edos is an ifland about ten leagues in circum-

ference, at no great diltance from the continent, and
only two leagues from the ancient Troy 5 according to

Virgil

:

Eft in confpe£fu 'Tenedos^ notijfima fama
Infula^ dives opum^ Priami dum regna manehant

:

Nunc tanlumjinus, i^ ftatio male fida carinis.

Th e capital of this ifland, called alfo Tenedo, lies

between two eminences, on each of which is a caftle.

The town itfelf has the appearance of an amphitheatre,

and was formerly famous for it's earthen ware, which
gave rife to the phrafe Tenedia Vafa -, but at prefent

the chief trade confifts in it's mufcadel wines, which
are indeed excellent.

Th e continent on the coaft of Troy is very low,

but it's verdure makes an agreeable appearance. It is

variegated with feveral tumuli, from whence Ovid fald

of I'roy,

- - Sic magna fnit cenfuque z'irifque.

Perque decern potuit tantum dare fangtiinis annos^

Nunc humilis Vetercs tantummodo Troja ruinas,

Kt pro divitiis tumidos cftendit avcrum.

And Lucan, Lib, IX. p. m. £04.

M 2 Jam.



164 Travels through pari of Europe,

Jam Sylvcejleriles^ ^ pidres rcbcrc trunci

jiffaraci prejfere domos, <y iempla Deorum

Jam lajfa radice tenenl j ac tola teguntur

Pergama Dirmetis.

The tumuli, however now lecn, never belonged

to the celebrated city of Troy, but to fome other

towns or villages built there long; fmce that time.

The country is naturally fruitful, the necelfaries or

life very cheap, and under a free government would

be doubtlefs cultivated to great advantage. Here are

alfo oaks producing acorns, uled in making ink and

water-colours.

Near this idand lies alfo that of Lemnos, called

alfo Stalimene, from whence we have the Terra figil-

lata, whofe virtues the Ancients afcribed to the fall ot

Vulcan,

We next pafled by the Samandrachi idands, anci-

ciently known by the name of Samothracia, and Em-
hra. They are wholly inhabited at prefent by Greek

peafants •, and on the mountains were prodigious num-
bers of wild goats. Here we had alfo a diftant view

of mount Athos ; and foon after we entered, with a

favourable wind, the famous freight of the Helle-

fpont, which feparates Europe from Afia; and parti-

cularly Afia from Phrygia, failing clofe under the

walls of the new caftle, erected on the European fide^

and in which we counted fixtccn pieces ot cannon,

placed level with the water's edge, but without carri-

ages, and the cmbrafures fo remarkably large, that

they appeared like liable doors. Oppofite to ir, on

the Afian fide, is another caftle, the intermediate

fpace being about four miles, lb that iliips with a fa-

vourable wind, may pafs between them, without any

apprehenfion from their cannon. Thefe caftles are

nothing more than thick walls and fome bulwarks of

very little flrength.

Soon
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Soon after we came to the two old caftlcs, proper-

ly called the Dardanels, of the fame architecture as

the former, but no more than two miles diftant from

each other.

Th ese four caftlcs refemble large villages, or fmall

towns •, and in that on the Afiatick fide are guns of

amazing dimenfions, the balls being twenty-eight

inches in diameter, and equally reniarkable for being

made of a grey granite, though not fo beautiful as.

that of t gypt, and dug from a quary near the fuppo-

ied ruins of Troy. 1 he caftle on the European fide,

befides it's want of ftrength, is commanded by a

mountain, on the declivity oi v/hich it is built.

In the village on the Afian fide, lives the French

conllil, who, befides an annual falary of four hundred

and twenty Piafters, every French vefifel pafilng thefe

freights pays him eight piafters. At this caftle the

Chriftian fiiips coming from Conftantinople are fearch-

ed for flaves. The adjacent country is very pleafant

and fruitful, but badly cultivated On the kft fide

of the caftle is a rivulet ; and a coarfe kind of earthen

ware is made in the village. Here is alfo made a cpn-

fiderable quantity of oil for exportation •, but the air

is none of the beft, fo that we thought proper not to

continue long here.

About four miles from the Dardanels, we pafled

by a fmall town called Meita, fituated on the declivi-

ty of a mountain near the fea, and chiefly inhabited

by Greeks. This town lies in the djocefe of Galli-

poli. The coafts on both fides of this channel arc

well peopled, and the villages ftand' pretty thick for

three or four miles up the country •, fo that the pro-

fpefts are every where very delightful.

On our entering the fmall harbour of Gallipoli we
perceived on the louth fide, at about feven miles di-

ftant, a very large village called Lampei, the ancient

Lampafcum, where was once worfhipped the idol

Priapus j but is now fo far from retaining any mark*;

M :: "of
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of it's ancient fplendor, that it is remarkably poor and

mean, furrounded with heaps of ruins, among which

are feme infcriptions, but ahnofl obHterated by time.

The wine, however, ftili retains it's ancient excel-

lence, for which Xerxes made a prefent of this place

to Themiftocles, to furnifh him with wine. Here
are flill the remains of an old caftle.

In thefe parts we every where meet with dervife?,

who flock round you with paultry prefents, in hopes

of procuring fomething more valuable. On our land-

ing at Gallipoli I obferved the remains of two arfenals

built by the Genoefe, and alfo of a caftle ftanding on
an eminence, and commanding both the harbour and

the town. Within the place are about one hundred

and fifty Armenian houfes, three hundred Jewifli, and

fome thoufands TurkiOi. A few years ago the pow-
der in the caftle magazine took fire •, by which acci-

dent the caftle, and feveral houfes were demoliflied,

and above eight hundred perfons buried in the ruins.

We next came in fight of the iflands of Marmora,
oppofite to an European place called Cterkein, about

a mile from which are mineral waters and baths.

Some miles farther, near the fea of Marmora, we faw

a town, by the Turks called Tikkcrdajge, but by the

Greeks Rudofto, or Rhodofto, though it's ancient

name was Bifantho. It appeared to me fomething

larger than Gallipoli.. The inhabitants arc computed
at about fifteen thoufand •, and the Jews have two i'y-

nagogues. The Armenians bcaft of having in their

church, a miraculous image of our Saviour, which
draws great numbers of thofe people hithej* to be cured

of their difeafes.

After pafllng Capo di Corho^ ve faw on a fmall

eminence projefting into the fea, a large village called

Reile, laid to be the ancient Perinthus. It has two
harbours, but of no great depth. Here I faw a dexte

rdbs manner of fifi:iing : one perfon held a lighted

torch- in his hand, and the other a kind of trident,

with
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with vvhich he ftriick the fifli on their approaching the

light.

Some hours more brought us to Selivie, the anci-

ent SeJimbria, Handing on an eminence forming a

promontory in the lea. It has a good liarbour tor

rmall velfels, and the bazar, or market- ftreet, is in

the fuburbs. Here are alio a great many remains of

antiquity. We alio pafled by leverai Imali towns an4
villages, whole trade conlifts of leather, earthen ware,

'wine, cotton, filk, fruits, &c and the coaft every

Mhere is well cultivated, and yields a delightful pro-

fped.

In the evening we reached St Stephano, a fmall

village, where the French ambaflador has a country-

feat, the neighbouring parts being well adapted to

hunting. Here we were received with great polite-

nefs, and after fpending the night in his houfe, we
purfued our voyage to Pera, one of the fuburbs ot

Conilantinople. The fight of tiiis auguft city, and

it's environs, is really enchanting, efpecially when
viewed from the fea, iliips being continually entering

the harbour either from the Black or Mediterranean

fea. From the feven towers, to the point of the Se-

raglio, is at leail three leagues -, beyond which tlie old

city extends itfelf to a great diftance along the har-

bour j and on the oppofite fide are the fuburbs of
Pera, Gallata, -&c. And the v/hole coaft is covered

with buildings, which, at a diftance, form tlie moft
pleafing prolpedl that can poiTibly be imagined.

At our arrival here our baggage was fcarched, but

with great civility. Here alio 1 accompanied my fel-

low-traveller the biftiop to tlie Francifcan convent,

Jie being of that order, and partook ol a chcarlul re-

paft with the lathers. They cajl the Dutch ambalTa-

dor their patron, being indeed under the protection of
Holland, and have over the convent door the arms of
;he States. I next waited on the Dutch ::mbalfador

M A C0144JC
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count Collier, at his fine feat in Pera, who was pleafed

to make me an offer of his houfe.

After paying my refpeft to the ambafiador, I

waited on the gentleman to whom I had letters of cre-

dit, and to my furprize found his daughter drefied in

the Tnrkifh manner.

I SHOULD now proceed to defcribe the city of Con

-

ftantinople-, but Ihall previoufly give the reader an

account of a journey I made at another time from

Smyrna to Conftantinople by land.

CHAP. XIIL

yourney from Smyrna to Constantinople;
with accounts of the intenncdiate places^ parti-

Ciilarly Magnesia ad Sipylum, Akissar,
or the ancient Thyatira, Lubat, Brus-
SA, ^c,

I
Left Smyrna in company with M. P. de la Fon-
taine, attended by a Janizary and two fervants.

All of US well mounted, and armed with carbines,

piftols, fabres, &c. and drcffed after the manner of

the country. We had the honour of being accompa-

nied by the Dutch conful, and many Dutch, Englifh,

and French merchants, as far as Adfgilar, a fmall vil-

3age, about half an hour Irom Smyrna, and where

fome of the Dutch merchants have country-houfes.

Six of thefe gentlemen continued with us, intending

to fee US as far as Magnefia.

Th e next day, being the nineteenth of May, we
fet out early in the morning, and iirft afcended the

mountains, from whence we had a delightful profpefb

of the city of Smyrna, the moiiatains olt Coryeus,

now
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pow called the two brothers and three fillers, and th^

delicious valley of Smyrna, covered with wines, fig,

and olive trees.

The mountain we firfl: afcendcd is called Cordilien,

and extends to the fmall town of Menimen, lying about
three hours from Smyrna, on a creek of it's gulph,
and from whence a large trade is carried on in fmall

barks.

The hills on the other fide are called Tartalis, and
.extend to the valley pf Nymphi, fo called from the

town of Nymphi, of which a defcription has already-

been given.

This mountain appears to be the fame with that

called by the Ancients Maftufia. We found the aicent

very fatiguing, but having reached the top we lefe

the village of Palamouth on the left hand. The coun-
try here is hilly, but verypleafant and fruitful. About
two hours farther we law on pur right-hand a village

called Kakkity, where the valley ot Nymphi is ter-

minated by this mountain.

He r e we again afcended the mountains, after crof-

fing a fmall plain inclofcd by them. Thefe mountains
are very lofty •, and by reafon of feveral rocks and
precipices, much more dangerous than the former.

The Ancients called this chain of mountains Sipylus,

being the place where the ceremonies were performed
in honour of the goddefs Cybele, called aKo Sypilene.

It was alfo called the thunder mountain, on account of
thunder being more frequent there than on any other

part of Afia. This m.ountain is alfo faid to have been
the refidence of Tantalus *, king of Meonia.

* Tantalus king of Meonia, was the fon of Tmolus, king of
Lybia, though others will him to bp the Ton of Jupiter and the

nymph Plota. The poets have left us this fidlious account ofhjm :

That having once invited the gods to an entertainment, and being
defirous of knowing, whether they were acquainted with the fe-

cret tranfadions of men, ferved up among other dilhes, one made
of his fon Pelopsj whom he had murdered. But the gods, aware

of
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On the fummit of this mountain v/e had again a

delightful, and variegated profped, of hills, vallies,

and plains, interfperled with cottages ; and in the

lower grounds we faw a rivulet which precipitated it-

felf through a cleft of the rock into the large valley,

and afterwards joined the river Hermus.

of the unnatural deception, rcfufed to touch it, Ceres only excep-

ted, who from grief for the rape of her daughter Prcferpiae, and

extreme hunger, eat one of the fhoulders.

The gods commiferating the deplorable fate of prince Pel ops,

reftored him to life, and inftead of the Ihoulder that had been

eaten Jupiter gave him one of ivory, which was afterwards the ge-

nuine mark of all the defcendants of Pelops j but Tantalus, for ha-

ving polluted the feall of the gods by the murder of his fon, was

caft into hell ; where, amidft an afHuence of delicious fruits and

water, he is tortured with an eternal hunger and thirft : the fruits

hanging at his mouth, and the water which reach to his very lips,

retire from him whenever he attempts to ufe them. See OdyJj\ a.

ver. 581.

To this fitflion fome add, that a great ftone is fufpended over

hi* head, and at every motion to eat and drink, falls on it. Ovid,

lib. I. Foji. & Cicero, Lib. IV^. Tufc. Quslt. cap. xvi.

This poetical fitlion, relating to the punidiment of Tantalus, is

varioufly conftrued ; fome think the Ancients intended to reprefenc

by it, rich mifers, which opinion is countenanced by the fgllowing

Jines in Horace, Lib. I. Sat. I. ver. 69.

Tantalus a labris fitiens fugientia caftat

fhwiina ; quid rides ? mutato nomiiie de ie

Fahula Jiarratur.

Or as Petronius Arbiter fays,

Kec hihit inter aquasy vec poma faientia carpi*

Tantalus infelix, quetn fua iiotnt premvnt,

Di'vitis h/cc magni fades erity omnia late

^2 tenet, iS ficco concoquit ore faniefn.

Other e.vplanations may be feen in Banier's MythoIog.TomtY

.

Lib. iv. cap. xix. pag. 196, And Epiphanius, in Amorat0, pag.

577. who from this imaginary punifliment infers, that the Heathens
were not totally ignorant, that both the fouls and bodies of the

wicked fhall hereafter be puniflied in hell.

This
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This rivulet, v/hich by degrees is confiderably in-

crcafed, is probably tlie Amnis Phrygius or Hyllus^

mearioned by Strabo, Lib, XIII. pag. 626. Vol. 2.

Near this river, on a llecp and lofty precipice,

we met with an accident which might have been at-

tended with melacholy conrequences, for the horfe of

the confui's interpreter ftumbhag could not raife itfelf,

but finding it began to lean towards the precipice, he

threw hirafelf off, and had the good fortune to fall

upon a fhrub, which in all probability favcd his life -,

the horfe alfo was recovered, though with great diffi-

culty, fo that we purfued our journey, but not with-

out being terrified with the frightful dangers we had
efcaped.

In our defcent from the mountains we paffcd thro*

a chafm, into the fpacious and fmooth plains ot the ri-

ver Hermus, which we had already feen at a diftance,

directing our courfe by the foot of mount Sipylus,

along a broad and pleaiant road ; which in about half

an hour from the faid mountain brought us to Mag-
nefia, by which we tound that this city lies about five

hours from AdfQ;ilar.

In the city of Magnefia we were offered a fopha

chamber, flabiing for our horfes, and accommoda-
tions for our fervants, which we readily accepted of,

being very glad to exchange a forry kane tor a very

convenient houfc.

Th e perfon who made us this generous offer was

a Greek, had formerly lived with Franks at Smyrna,

and perfonally knew Ibme of the company. Our firit

bufinefs was to wait upon the Effendi Solyman, a per-

fon of very good I'cnle, and greatly refpefted in this

country. Befides tobacco, coffee, rofe-water, and
perfumes, of which his entertainment confided, he

converfed with us in a very friendly and chearfui

manner.

Magnesia, anciently Magnefia ad Sipylum, to

diltinguifh it from another Magnefiaj fituated on the

banks
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banks of the Meander in Caria, at prefent known by

the name of Jufelhifar, is now called ManafTia or

Magnefa, and Hands at the foot of the mountain Sipy-

lus, extending a confiderable diftance up it's acclivity.

It is a very handfome Turkifh city, and has more ex-

ternal remains of grandeur than Smyrna itfelf;- The
ftreets are alfo remarkably broader, and decorated

.w^ith feveral beautiful mofques, among which are two
of royal foundation, each having two minarets. It

has alfo fome ftately houfes and kanes.

Here are alfo the ruins of a Seraglio, which from

being a nurfery for princes of the imperial family, is now
the defolate abode of owls and fwallows. This city

has likewife a mad-houfe \ but notwithftanding Mag-
nefia is very large and populous, not a fmgle patient

was confined in it. In the area ot this ftrudure fome
peacocks were let out, thinking the fight of thefe

birds was a novelty to us ; and on our afking what

they might be worth, we were told fo large a fum, as

feemed to favour of the place to which they be-

longed.

We likewife faw here the remains of two divans,

and nearer to the mountains, a convent ot religious

Turks, called dervifes, whole princip^il devotion

confifts in turning round their bodies with furprizing

velocity.

We were not fuffered to enter the royal mofques

-it being Friday •, but through the windows we faw,

in the Ibuth part, a Kibbeleth, or oratory ; and oppo-

fite to it, on the north fide, a pulpit with marble

fteps. Thefe mofques are indeed the principal ftruc-

tures, and feem to have been originally Chriftian

churches. The fonts in the areas are alfo of marble,

together with the flight of fteps leading to the mofque.

On one of them I obferved a Greek infcription j but

the following words were all that were legible.

KAI2API SEBAITIi.
HeR£
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Here is ftill a fmall Greek church, for the few

Chriftians now remaining in this city ; but they do
not amount to above one hundred families, nor under-

ftand any other language than the Turkifh.

The mountain, on the acclivity of which Magne-'

fia is built, is remarkably high and ftcep, and was for-

merly famous tor magnets, or load-ftones, and pro-

bably from thence derived it's name -, or pofTibly the

word magnet had it's origin from Magnefia, as Lapis

Lydius from Lydia, and Heraclius from Heraclea, a

city of Lydia. The eminence fituated before this

fteep mountain, and on which formerly flood a caftle,

takes up about an hour in the afcent, and the ruined

walls of the caftle ftill remain.

We there alfo vifited a mean and fmall Chriftian

church, dedicated to St John, on whofe ieftival divine

fervice is performed in it ; but two lamps are kept burn-

ing continually. The outward wall of the caftle was
formerly joined to it's towers ; but at prefent the ruins

of thofe vaft works form a chaos of confufion, a few

pieces only being now ftanding •, but fufficient to form
an idea of the whole. This caftle is faid formerly to

have contained a vaft number of pieces of Roman ar-

mour, as helmets, ftiields, coats of mail, &c. and are

ffill, according to fome, buried at no great depth un-
der ground.

Magnesia is about the fame fize with Smyrna,

but extends farther along the mountains ; it has alio a

very deligljtful profped:, but very lew remains of an-

tiquity, except fome marble fragments of pillars, and

there are principally found in burial-places ; but of

little importance. On a ftone ftill lying in the court

of Solyman EfFendi's villa, I found the following

infcription.

£7r£(r>:fva(rf to fj^vr,ff.i7ov iocuTu x^ toT<; iJ'ioi; fxj-'ovoij.
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KatVs^p^ t^i'iDCOv. X. P. S.

The purport of the above infcription is nearly this^

That in the proconfulfliip of Statius Quadratus, Alex-

ander, the Ion of Diognitus, caufed this vault to be

made for himfelf and his defcendants, and therefore it

fhall not be permitted to be alienated from my fami-

ly •, and any fo doing fliall be liable to eleven hundred

Roman denarii, payable to the emperor's treafury.

This Statius Quadratus was the fame proconful,

by whofe authority the devout Polycarpus is laid to

have been burnt alive in the amphitheatre of Smyrna.

He was alfo called Tatius, and in the Alexandrian

Chronicle Sr^aTj^r". The names of Diognitus and

Alexander, both occur in the life of M. Antoninus^

one having taught him painting, and the other gram-

mar. But it muft be obferved, that the words Sra-

Tjw k'joS^cctu) in the dative^ if not a miftake of the

ftone-cutter, is an imitation of the Latin phrafe-

ology.

Magnesia firft fubmitted to the Roman arms,

after the defeat of Antigonus by Scipio, in a battle

fought not far froni' hence, on the banks of the Phry-

gius, betwixt Thiatria and Sardis, and deputies trom

Thiatria and Magnelia ad Sipylum, came to offer their

fubmilTion. Alter this Magnefia entered into an of-

fenfive and defenfive alliance with Smyrna, under the

government of Seleucus, fon to Antiochus Theos, by

which the inhabitants reciprocally bound themielves to

releafe each others prifoners.

At about half an hour from Magnafia runs the ri-

ver Hermus, called at prefent by the Turks, Tedifchzu.,

i e. The fifth water. On the banks of this river we
encamped two nights. The road to it from the city

is along a ftone caufeway, or bridge, half an hour in

length, acrofs a large morafs, lying before the city -,

and among the ftones of this caufeway are feveral frag-

ments
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merits of pillars. We pafled the river Hermus over

a bridge of feven very large piers, having all the

marks of great antiquity, but the upper part of the

bridge is only planks laid on thefe piers. This river

appeared to me greatly like the Arno at Florence, it*s

waters being foul and turbid. The banks are alfo

high, like thofe of the Arno, and the breadth of both
nearly the fame, but the current of the Hermus lefs

rapid. We could however difcover nothing of thofe

golden fands, for which it was anciently fo famous, as

Virgil has obferved, Georg. II. ver. 137.

Nee pukher Gan^eSy dfque auro turbidus Hermus,
Laudibus Italia certent.

And Martial, Lib. VIII. Ep. 78.

• "Non illi fatis eft ttirbato fordidus auro

Hermus^

Cl AUDI AN alfo mentions it, Lib. I. in ruf. Carm.3.
ver. 101.

Non 'Tartejfiacis ilium fatiaret arenis

'Tempejlas pretiofa T'agi, non fiagna rubentis

Aurea Fa£loli^ totumque exhauferit Hermum,
Ardebit majore fili.

Th e fand, however, along the banks of the river,

has, in feveral places, a glittering appearance, like

filings of filver.

This river joins it's waters to the Pacloius, and
Phrygius Amnis, the latter I conceive, to be that

which we faw iffue from the mountains, and running

into the plains of Hermus.
These plains ofHermus, which lie before Magnefia,

and extend as far as the eye can reach, are very level,

pleafant, and fruitful. For though they have no inclo-

fures,
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fures, on account of the caravans travelling that way^

we never failed of meeting with a profufion of rich

grafs. They have alfo fevcral villages, efpecially Bo-

roflcoi, or the village of St George, inhabited wholly

by Greeks. In theie plains, particularly near the city,

and at no great diftance from the banks of the Her-
miis, we faw prodigious quantities of afparagus, as

large and white as thofe planted in Holland ; but now
beginning to run to feed.

I MUST acknowledge to have found the inhabitants

of Magnefia much more courteous, than the genera-

lity of the Turks at Smyrna. They fhewed us many
civilities, according to the cuftom of the country j for

befides Solyman Effendi, and a merchant his relation^

feveral others came to us, to condudt us to all the cu-

rious parts of the city, and fhew us the fineft gar-

dens.

The women here are of a very tender conftitution^

and generally low of ftature. Their drefs confifts of

a veft of Turkifh fluff, generally black, or of a dark

brown, reaching from their neck to their feet, and

their faces covered with a veil, as the cuftom is in all

thofe countries. On their heads they wear a white

Makrema, which is fattened about the neck under the

veft, and in fome meafure refembles the mob worn by

the women of Europe.

Hitherto we had travelled with fafety and

chearfulnefs ; but now a letter was brought to us from

the great caravan, going from Smyrna to Brufla and

Conftantinople, and then encamped about an hour

from the city, advifing us, that a day's journey far-

ther, a troop of banditti, amounting to fcventy or

/nore, were waiting for the caravan, and other travel-

lers. And we were alio afterwards confirmed of the

tTuth of this advice by the chiefs of the caravan, who
took the trouble of coming to us.

Upon: receiving this account, we immediately went

to inform the Pafcha, who was pleafed to admit us,

though
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tliough he was in bed, and offer us a guard of ten

horjtmen, under the command of a Boluk Bafchi,

and twenty -five foot foldiers to the caravan. Though
we gladly accepted of his offer, yet we determined to

keep company with tiie caravan, which was very nu-

merous, and above thirty of their own fervants armed.

And it was agreed to proceed in order of battle *till we
were paft all danger. Accordingly we. next day join-

ed the caravan, after entertaining the gentlemen who
had been fo kind as to accompany us hither, and now
returned to Kavaclidere in their way to Smyrna, To-
wards evening arrived our Boluk Bafchi with his men,
bearing a Turkifh flandard, and went to the neigh-

bouring villages, under pretence of getting intelli-

gence of the enemy, charging us, at the fame time^

not to move forward 'till they returned to make their

report. In the mean time the caravan, which had

waited in vain for the promifed efcort, fent a meffen-

ger after them to the village, where he found them
drinking wine, and indicated to him, that they fhould

be very glad to fhare in the booty.

Th e fame night the whole caravan was alarmed by
the report of a mufket near our encampment, upon
which every one ran to arms. The centinels of the

caravan alfo fired, and it was apprehended that the

enemy was approaching, efpecially as we foon after

heard the reports of three other mufkets. But after

fome time every thing was fiient, and we again reti-

red to our tents. The next morning we had neither

fight of our Boluk Bafchi, his troop, nor the twenty-

five foot foldiers promifed to the merchants -, fo that

we, together with whole caravan, returned into the

city.

We again vifited our honcfl landlord the Greek,

who had lodged us fo commodioufiy, and the next

day being Sunday, the heads of the caravan waited on
the Pafcha to negociate for a fufhcietit guard ; and we

Vol. I. N did
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did the fame for ourfelves. But Solyman Effendi

made us an offer of three trufty guides, who fnould

be all anfwerable for each other, by means of a circuit

through the mountains, which we, after the late ex-

perience of what was to be expected from their fol-

diers, were glad to accept of.

Th e next day, being Monday, an account came, that

the robbers, confiding of between torty and filty, had

furprized the caravan going to Akifac, anciently

Thyatira, pillaged it, and ftript every perfon belong-

ing to it. This relation ftruck our caravan with fuch

terror, that they immediately fet out for Smyrna,

choofmg rather to lofe the market, than expofe them-

felves to fuch imminent danger •, and the rather, as

there was reafon to apprehend, that the robbers fre-

quenting the mountains on the other fide of the

plains of Hermus, might remove into the moun-
tains of Sipylus, and there moleft them, even in their

return to Smyrna.

Th e Pafcha feeing that the great caravan was, al-

ready on it's return, the lefier continuing ftill in the

city, ordered proclaiPiation to be made, that he would
himfelf in perfon head his troops, and fafely convey

both us and the caravan to the frontiers of his govern-

ment •, iffuing orders at the fame time, for his people

to arm, and make themfelves ready to march.

Advice of this was immediately fent to the great

caravan by exprefs, with an order for them to halt,

'till further orders came from the proprietors at Smyr-
na. They were at two hours diftance among the

mountains, but immediately flopped, and the next

day in the evening an order came for them to return

to Magnefia, and continue their journey under the

Fafcha's efcort.

On Wednefday morning early, the caravan being

returned, the foldicrs mounted their horfes, which

occafioned the greateft confufion in the city, every

one
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one being in haft to provide himfelf with powder, ball,

&c. as it they w^cre going to take the field with the

Grand Sigrnior.

The people pretended, that all this happened on
our account, left we might reprefent the condu6t of

the Pafcha in a bad liglit at the court of Conftanti-

nople ; and the rather, as a letter had arrived exprefs

from our conlul at Smyrna to the Effendi, in which
we were particularly delcribed.

Th e fame day, in the evening, the Pafcha march-

ed out ot the city, and pitched his camp near the cara-

van, fignifying to us at the fame time, that we might
follow him the next day in the afternoon, as he ftiould

not break up his camp 'till Friday morning. Procla-

mation was alfo made in the city, that when we came
out, all other travellers fliould immediately follow.

On Thurfday in the afternoon, we lett Magnefia

a fecond time, and again palled the ftone caufeway,

and the bridge over the Hermus, on the banks of

which we pitched our tents.

On Friday the twenty-fixth of May, we fet for-

ward with the caravan, imprudently omitting to ad-

vife the Pafcha of our march ; though the preceding

evening a meifage had been fent to us, that the place

of encampment was to be at the diftance of fix hours

fartlier, at the village of Palamouth. During our

pairing along this road we were under no fmall terror,

efpecially when v/e came to the place where the above-

mentioned caravan had been plundered -, and we were

informed, that two days before, a body of banditti

had encamped near that place ; but within half an

hour of the place appointed for our encampment, an

officer from the Pafcha overtook us, and affured us,

that he was not far behind \ and accordingly he foon

came up, and encamped clofe by us.

We left our camp, leaving behind us the banks of

the Hermus, the city of Magnefia, and the fteep

mountain of Sipylus, having beiore us a fpacious plain

N 2 extend*
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extending as iar as tlie eye could reach ; and on our

right, betv/een the mountain of Sipylus and another of

Icfs height, we had a profpeft of the plains of Doer-
goetly, together with that town itfelF. At a great di-

flance we could alfo diilern the fnowy ^linimits of
Tmolus •, and on the left-hand this fpacious plain ter-

minated in gently rifing eminences ; but what gave us

the greatell pkafure, was the figns of affluence and
induftry, the fertile plain being well cultivated, and
interiperfed with many villages, fome of which were
pretty large, particularly that already mentioned, cal-

led St George Borofkoi.

After travelling three hours with the caravan

over thefe delightful plains, we again afcended the

hills on the left-hand, where w^hat little trouble the

afcent gave us was compenfated by a continual fuccef-

fion of pleafing objeds, this being alfo the road to

Thyatira.

On thefe mountains we travelled for near three

hours, and after paffing through a very luxuriant val-

ley, half an hour in length, we came to a village, near

which we encamped at eleven in the forenoon, on the

banks of a rivulet under a grove of willow trees, but
much larger than any among us •, and in the evening
joined again the main body of the caravan Orders
now came from the Pafcha to keep a ftrid watch all

night, intelligence being arrived, that the robbers

were in the neighbourhood. Here the Pafcha prefen-

ted us with a lat lamb, and oats for our horfes ; and
we in return lent him half a Dutch cheefe, and two
bottles of Smyrna wine.

On Saturday the 27th of May, v/e continued our
journey at four in the morning, through a hilly

country, terminated on both fides with mountains,
'till we again came into a valley of confiderable ex-

tent

This valley is called by the Turks Bekir-Owajfe,

I. e copper-valley. We pafTed through the midit of

it.
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it, and at the diftance of two hours from our en-

campment, came oppofite to the Imall town of Akif-

iar, or white-caftle, anciently the famous city of

Thyatira, now only a TurkiOi town, the inhabi-

tants of which intirely fubfift by the cultivation of

cotton in this valley.

We left this place on the right-hand, at the diftance

of a full hour. It lies at the foot of a mountain,

over which we had again fight of the fnow-topped

Tmolus. Though the place was at that time covered

with a thick fog, we could difern above it the white

caftle, from v/hence it's Turkilli name is derived.

It was now judged proper to form our felvcs in or-

der of battle, more danger being here apprehended

from robbers than in any other, becaufe among the

mountains, on the left-hand, are their principal retreats.

Our Pafcha marched in the van, preceded by his fer-

vants, who were followed by a green ftandard, then

his led horfes, and after them himfelf Next follow-

ed the mufician?, and his retinue was clofed by about

an hundred horfe The caravan, which was now con-

fiderably increafed, had in it's rear about feventy Ja-

nizaries, but moft on foot. In this manner we pro-

ceeded, and being pretty numerous, made a very

fightly appearance.

After two hours journey from AkifTar, and moft-

ly along flony and uneven roads, we entered another

delightiul valley, efpecially when viewed from the

mountain, liardly any fpot being left uncultiva-

ted; every part of it, and even fome of the neigh-

bouring eminences, were covered with luxuriant

crops of different forts of grain. It v/as. bordered

with villages, built on the fkirts of the mountains,

which every where terminated this fruitful valley; but

the moft diftir^guifhed of thefe villages, is one lying

on the left-hand in defcending from the mountain?,

and by the Turks called Kttrkagaz^ or forty- trees.

On the declivity of this mountain, near it*s foot, we
N 3 liiw
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faw a number of people, feme on horfeback, and

others on foot, who were come from the adjacent

places, and even from Jelembye, to receive the Fafcha

at the frontiers of his government.

Now our Bairaklyk, or cavalcade, received a con-

fiderable reinforcement, confiiling cX leaft of five hun-

dred horfe, which marching in file, formed a long

train, and exhibited in miniature the march of a

Turkifli army.

At the end of this valley, near the foot of the

mountains, the Pafcha and the caravan encamped
on the banks of a beautiful rivulet, being the firft wa-

ter we had feen the whole day, except the cifterns

made near the way-fide, by private perfons, tor the

ufe of travellers ; and certainly they are of the great-

eft benefit, efpecially in thefe hot countries.

After keeping company fix hours and a half with

the caravan, we halted at eleven in the forenoon, ha-

ving fuifered confiderably from the heat, and a very

copious dew had fallen in the night.

Here the Pafcha intimated to us, that he had now
brought us fafeiy to the frontiers of his government,

and defired the caravan to give him a certificate of it,

which was immediately delivered to him, together

with my fellow-traveller's watch as a prefent. It was

nor, however, without difficulty, that he obtained

fomething equivalent from the caravan, though feve^

ral rich perfons were in it, and fome of them had ve-

ry large funis of money ; but the inhabitants of thefe

countries are remarkably ftingy and ungenerous.

We were here met by a multitude of people from

the town of Jelembye, for here begins the diftrict of

the Derventers, or thofe v;ho are free from ali taxes,

and in confideration of that advantage, are obliged to

take care of the fafcty of travellers, or make good
any robbery that may be committed. Accordingly,

twenty ftout feilov/s, well armed, were fent the ioi-

lowing night to watch the caravan.

Leaving
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Leaving our encampment in the afternoon we
pafied over a mountain which brought us into the val-

ley in which is fituated the Httle town of Jelembye,

and leverai villages. The appearance is really charm-

ing, the gifts of Ceres and Pomona meet the eye in

every direftion •, the very eminences are improved

either into fields or orchards.

After about two hours journey we pitched our

tent in this valley, not tar from the abovementioned

town, clofe by a rivulet, which we perceived to run

through this valley, and wind about the mountain we
had juil defcended. This rivulet is, in my opinion,

the ancient Licus, the fource of v/hich lies in thefe

mountains, and on whofe banks, before it's jundtion

with the fca, the city of Pergamos ttood.

On Sunday tiie 2Sth of May, at four in the morn-

ing, we proceeded in our journey, and palled through

the little town of Jelcmblye, croffing there the rivu-

let of Licus, by which it is waflied. We now enter-

ed on a mountainous road ; but the difficulties of it

were compenfated, by the cooling fhade of vail oak

trees on the fides of it, and the beautiful profpeds

v/hich offered on every fide, the adjacent country be-

ing every where well cultivated, and covered with

fruits and grains. It alfo produces fine grafs in great

abundance ; and at fome diftance farther, on the

mountains, we faw feveral ftables for horfes, poiTibly

the ancient Hippoplacia^, this being the mountain of

Temnos. Being now without any efcort, we pitched

our tents on the grafs on the mountain, v/ith the

whole caravan.

In the afternoon we travelled along a very dilricult

ftony road, of about an hour in length ; and encamp-

ed in a very delightful plain covered with oak trees,

and in fight of a pretty large village, about an hour''§

diftance, to which we lent for a guard of the Dcrven-
ters to watch the caravan in the night, and convoy us

the next day in our journey. This encampment waa

N 4 extremely
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extremely refrelliing, being rendered cool by the fna-

dow of the trees, under which, in tlie evening, we
converfed with the principal peribns of the caravan.

On Monday the 29th of May in the morning, we
purfued our journey, and paffed through the above
village, called Cara Yolfguk, i. e. dry way. Kere
we were joined by about fifty Derventers, who rode
before the caravan and carried a red flag. The road
ftill continued diftcult and fatiguing, and the coun-
try had a very different alpeft trom that we had left.

Soon after we perceived a troop of horfemen gallop-

ing fropi among the mountains, on which the whole
company formed in order of battle j but on a nearer

approach we found they were only travellers from
Megalitz, and had been at firfl; alarmed on our ap-

pearance.

We afterwards encamped in fight of the village

SguimIefl<oi, or potter's village. On our right-hand
was a river flowing from the mountains, very pro-
bably the Rindacus.

On Tuefday the 30th of May, at four in the morn-
ing, we moved forwards, and paflTed through the
above village, in which is a capacious kane, fupported
by eight large pillars, and built by Sultan Amurath.
Here we took twenty Derventers with us •, and now
we began to defcend the mountains, over which we
had travelled two days fuccefi^vely. On our left-

hand, near the foot of the mountain, flowed a delight-

ful rivulet, and v^'hich kept us company 'till we came
into the adjacent valley, where it falls into a river.

This valley, which we now entered, is one of the

beft cultivated of any we had yet palTcd through.

Not a tree is to be feen in it, the whole, to the fkirts

of the mountains, being either corn-land or pafl;ures,

and full of villages, together with one fmall town,^

called Balikifiar, lying at the bottoni of a mountain,
and is the refidence of a Pafcha.

In
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In crofiing this valley we paffed through two

villages, one of which is pretty large, and fituated on a

rivulet abounding with hih, and has allb a large kane.

But whether this river is the lame we faw the day be-

fore running through the valley, and which we fup-

pofed to be the Licus, on which flood the city of

Fergamos, mentioned in the Revelations, or the Rin-

dacus, we fhall endeavour to explain in the fequel.

The large village is called Landrackori, being it's

Greek name, and iormed from ^dvS^x aco^iovy i. e.

fheep fold village.

About half an hour from the laft village we once

moreafcended the mountains, and again encamped, ha-

ving kept company with the caravan about four hours.

At two in the afternoon we again fet forward along the

mountains, and in three hours again defcended into

the plains ; but by the way twenty armed peafants,

with the hariak^ or enfign, had joined us, having fent

ior thefe, under pretence that there were goods in the

caravan tor the Grand Vizier and Caimacan ; ior we
were now out of the country of the Derventers.

Among the perfons belonging to the caravan was a

black, an eunuch belonging to the Grand Signior's

Seraglio at Conilantinople, whither he was then travel-

ling. He told me, that he was a native of Abyflinia.

His ftature v/as fomething above the common fize,

and very well fliaped ; nor had he either the thick lips

or flat nofe of the negroes -, and equally different from

them in the candour and goodnefs of his temper.

Among other particulars he told me, he was defcend-

ed irom Chriftian parents, but had been ftolen away
from one of the moft confiderable places in AbyfTinia,

before he was eight years old, and brought to Cairo.

He alfo gave me an account of fome particulars he

ftill remembered of his country, and feemed to be

more inclined to the Chriftian than the Mahometan
religion, v.'hich he was obliged to profefs \ efpecially

after our having fome difcourfc on that head. I after-

wards
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wards enquired after him at Conftantinople, Mr Lu-
dolfs treatife on the Lord's Prayer in the Amharic
language, having fallen into my hands : but I could

neither hear ot him in the Seraglio, or the city.

This black, being a well Ihaped, comely perfon,

and fat well on his horfe, we made our Aga, and paid

him a fuitable refpeft, that the peafants fent to guard

us took him really for fuch. They alfo informed us,

that fixty horfemen had come to the village the even-

ing before, and left it in the morning, but were igno-

rant of the road they had taken. They had a ftand-

ard with them, and pretended to belong to a Pafcha.

This again increafed our apprehenfions, fo that we
proceeded very cautiouily, keeping a ftrid; look ouc

on all fides againft a furpize, being now in very dan-

gerous roads.

Being arrived to the fpot were we encamped on
the mountains, we faw, on an adjacent eminence, two
horfemen, who feemed to be reconnoitring us. We
immediately difpatched a perfon towards them with a

lance, but on his approach they rod off. It was

now thought neceffary to keep the peafants with us all

night, while we laid down to deep ; but the violent

rains allowed us very little.

Early in the morning of the 31ft of May we
moved forward, and the peafints readily accompanied

us an hour farther. In our defcent from the moun-
tains we paiTed by the pafs of Emir-capi, remarkable

for the outrages committed on travellers and caravans

;

and not long fince an European perfon of diftindion

loft here his life in an encounter with robbers.

Here is a ruined kane. It is an old edifice, and

has fome appearance of being originally a Greek
church. Near this ftru6lure is a narrow pafs expofed

on both fides -, but it was our good fortune to ride-

through it without any moleftation or accident. At a

fmall diftance from hence we came into a large and

very beautiful valley, bounded on all fides with plea-

fant
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fant eminences, and interfperfed with villages. But
the fear we were under greatly lefiened the pleafure

we fhould othervvile have enjoyed from fuch beau-

titiil profpeds ; and the view we took of it, was ra-

ther to prevent a furprize than furvey it's beauties.

About two hours from the pafs of Emir-capi we
again afcended the mountains, and foon after entered

a country furpaffing even the former, lying on the

banks ot the river Rindacus, which alter flowing thro*

this valley enters a more champain country.

Near this river, on a deep rook, ftands a ruin'd

caftle, v/hich we vifited, in order to difcover if there

might not ftill remain fome veftiges of a town ; but

all we could fee were the ruinous walls of a caftle and
towers.

After riding an hour from this rock, along the

banks of the above river, we came to a large village,

built alfo on it's banks, and called Buffelo village. It

has two noble kanes joining to each other, one for

horfes and mules, the other for camxls. At half an

hour from this village we pitched our tents on the

grafs, but were extremely incommoded by the rain.

In the afternoon we continued our journey, and

crofled the above river over a bridge, it being now
broader than the Hermus at Magnefia. We after-

wards paiTed through a very fruitiul country, and in

three hours encamped beyond a village fituated en the

banks of a branch of the above river.

The next day, being the firft of June, our road

lay again through a very fertile valley, but producing

chiedy barley, oats, and rye, but very little wheat.

Thefe plains are of a vaft extent, and interfperfed with

villages. Before us was miOunt Olympus, and on our

left, mount Ida.

After fix hours we came to the little town of

Lubat, and the caravan pafTed the river over a

wooden bridge, but we remained in the town, where

we found an open houie adjoining to the mofque, and

took
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took up our quarters in it, though the Turks pretend-

ed that people who drank wine were not fuffered to

lodge there.

Before we came to Lubat fonie of the travellers,

efpecialiy the Turcoman'?, who had large quantities of

money about them, left us, Itriking off to the left

towards Megalitz, in order to embark, at a place

three hours from the town, for Conftantinople. We
faw Megalilz lying before us, at the foot of the

mountains. And here we difcovered, that a fpy had
joined himfelf to our caravan, and was very afliduous

in enquiring whither it was going, and how many
perfons there were in all. Five armed Turudis alio

joined the company which feparated from us, and
made nearly the fame enquiries, as we afterwards un-
derftood by our black, who went with them to Me-
galitz, and rejoined our caravan at Lubat, Thefe
five Turudis we afterwards faw as we were paffing

over the bridge , and were here told, that no robbers

had been feen for a long time thereabouts -, but that

very morning thirty-five Turudis drelTed and armed
in the fame manner, as thofe we had account of at

Magnefia, had paffed that way in great haile. From
this account we concluded, that thefe banditti had fol-

lowed us all the way, and on this diminution of our
company, had formed a defign of attacking the caravan.

This induced us to fend to a village at three hours di-

ftance, for one hundred Derventers to come without
delay. Twenty came with our meffenger, and early

in the morning the reft arrived. They were chiefly

Greeks, and well armed. They had lately obtained

the privilege of Derventers, this being their firft expe-
dition, and thefe convoyed our caravan four hours

farther: but we thought it advifeable to retain ten

horfemen, to accompany us to BrufTa.

The town of Lubat, which tlie Turks call Ulu-
bat, and the Greek Lopadion, confifts of about twelve

hundred mean houfes. It was under the Greek em-
perors
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perors a principal city •, but it's walls, which were

then decorated with Teveral angular towers, are now
entirely in ruins, as is alfo the flone bridge over the

river, a wooden one being now built near it. Not far

from the town is a lake tour hours in length, and two
in breadth, containing feveral idands, in which are

villages. Among other large fifh caught in this lake,

called by the Ancients Stagnum Artynia, are carps

weighing twelve or fifteen pounds.

We met here with great courtcfy from the Greek
Papas, though there are not above ten Greek houfes

in Liibat. The road to Bruffa, near the above lake,

is very pleafant, and the country fruitful. Near it

are feveral Greek villages, and in one of them the

inhabitants entertained us in a very hofpitable manner.

About two hours from the town we pafTed over feve-

ral bridges, and through fine paftures, where the

horfes of the Pafcha and others were feeding, and
tents pitched for the grooms.

Thus we efcaped the danger that threatened us,

and on the fecond of June entered Brujfa^ called alfo

Proufa, Bourfia^ or Burfa^ and took up our lodgings

in the Junkhan, i. e. the new kane ; and were hand-

fomely entertained here by a Phyfician, called Marc
Anthonio 'Teheni.

This city, the capital of Bithynia, is a very plea-

fant and fine city, and was, before the taking of Con-
llantinople, the capital of the Ottoman empire. It is

fituated about ninety miles fouth of Conllantinople,

upon feveral eminences, at' the foot of the celebra-

ted Olympus. It is ftill furrounded with a wall,

but very old, being the fame which encompaf-

fed it wh.en in the hands of the Chriftians, but is

now in feveral parts fallen down. The prefent inha-

bitants are a mixture of Turks, Greeks, Armenians,

and Jews.

Here are feveral beautiful mofques, fome with

two minarets ; and I was even afiured, that the num-
ber



190 Travels through part of fiurope,

ber of thefe little towers in Brufia exceed three hun-

dred. Here are alfo the fepiilchres of the firft Turkiih

Emperors, and their Sultana's, at which devotions are

daily performed.

Near this city is a large and beautiful plain, plan-

ted with all kinds of fruit-trees, and watered with a

multitude of rivulets iiTuing from the Olympus, fo

that few gardens are without tountains.

The barhs of Calypfo lie about a mile from the

city, and are fo famous for their virtues in feveral di-

ftempers, that they are frequented by perfons from all

parts of this country. The water in fome is of heat

fuitlcient to boil an egg, and mufb be mixed with two
thirds of cold water, before it can be ufed *.

On the fourth of June we.fet out from BrulTa, and

at about hd'.' in hour's difcance joined the fame road

v/e came to the city, by the foot of mount Olympus.
Afterwards we paffed a bridge over a rivulet of extra-

ordinary rapidity, having been fwelled by the great

rains which had lately fallen. Here we alfo pafled

through fpacious and delightful plains, intermixed

with fmall villages and eminences •, and behind us we
faw the fnowy fummits of mount Olympus, which are

not to be feen at Brufia.

Two hours farther brought us to a beautiful river,

refembling the Hermus at Magnefia, but of a much
ftronger current -, this river we croffed over a ftone

bridge, and foon after came to a village called Jaarkoi,

within fight of the fea of Marmora. This village,

which is entirely inhabited by Greeks, lies in a very

fruitful country, and furrounded with fig-trees, vines,

and olive-trees. On the right hand, near the fea-

fhore, we faw another large village.

Soon after we reached the flrand, in a bay formed

here by the fea, the entrance of v/hich is ilieltered by

high lands. Here our road was on one fide bor-'O'

* Tournefort has two beautiful views of the city of BrufTa, and
the mount Olympus.

dered
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clered with vineyards, and on the other with groves of

laurel-trees ; and after five hours we came to the town
of Montagnia.

This town, anciently called Apamea-, or, accord-

ing to others, Nicopolis, lies on the fea-lhore, the

back-part extending to the foot of the mountains.

Here are feveral Greek churches, moft of the inhabi-

tants being Chriftians. It is a place of tolerable trade,

and it's harbour fecurcd from all winds. It has a

cuftom-houfe for goods configned to Aiia, from
Conftantinople and other places. We found here a

fpacious fquare kane, and feveral forts of good wine.

The next day at noon we embarked for croffing

the bay, and after failing fome diftance along the coaft:

entered the fea of Marmora, where we had a diftant

view of the iflands, with which it is fo pleafantly in-

terfperfed, and of the gulph of St Paul But nothing

furely can equal the enchanting profpefl which now
opened upon us, of the city of Conilantinople, the

Seraglio, Sec. where we fafely arrived the next day,

being the fixth of June.

CHAP. XIV.

Defcription of Constantinople, a?id the places

in it's neighbourhood 'j with a juccinSl account of
the Venetian ambajfadoi' s piiblick audience.

FEW days after my arrival, I had an oppor-
tunity of feeing the Seraglio or palace of the

Grand Signior, the Venetian ambaffador being to have

his firft publick audience. The entrance is through a

large gate, but very little anfwerable to fo powerful a

monarch. Over, and on the fides of it, are fome
Arabick charaders. Beyond it is a large, but irregu-

lar
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kr area, where, on the right -liand, are the kitchens^

havino- on the top a dome covered with lead ; and on

the left a very low building, in v/hich is the publick

mint.

From this area you enter another, through two

iron doors, having betv/een them a lobby of about fix

paces. Over this entrance are two towers, the ufual

prilon of the Grand Viziers, and where they are fome-

times ftrangled. This fecond court is pretty large,

and planted with cyprefs trees. Round it is a piazza

of fmall pillars, like thofe in convents, and the build-

ing over it is covered with lead. On the right-hand

are other kitchens, and lodgings for the officers of the

court ; and near a corner on the left-hand, is the divan,

or great council chamber.

Th e laft is a building of two frontifpieces, and con-

fifbing alfo of two chambers on the fame floor, and in

the center a cupola. The inner chamber is, accord-

ing to the tafte of the country, painted and gilt ; and

in the other, where the divan is held, are benches along

three fides of the room, covered with cloth of gold,

and cufhions of the fame.

Directly facing the entrance, fits the Grand Vi-

zier, on his right-hand otherViziers, the captain Pafcha ;

and on his left the two Cadi Lefchers of Natoli and

Romania -, the Niifangibiffi alfo fits on the right-hand,

and lays before the divan tlie Grand Signior's orders,

reads his patents, and keeps his feal. Oppofite to

thefe, on the third bench, fit three Cafnadari, or high-

treafurers.

Over the Grand Vizier is a fmall lettice-window,

through which the Grand Signior can fee and hear

every thing tranfafted in the divan, but never makes

his appearance in it.

From the center of the ceiling hangs a large ball^

or globe, on which is written, in the Turkilh lan-

guage. " Here juftice is to be had by every per-

" fun." From this area, another iron gate leads to the

farthell
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fartheft apartments of the SeragHo ; but the eunuchs

only are permitted to enter.

When an ambaflador is to have his audience of

the Grand Signior, both him and his retinue are con-

ducted into the fcraglio, and he himfelf fupported

uncier the arms by two chamberlains. In this manner
he is led into the apartment when the Grand Signior

fits on the right-hand of the entrance, on a fofa rich-

ly adorned with pearls. The floor is alfo covered

with cloth of gold. This fofa, or throne, nearly re-

fembles a bed without curtains, but the canopy and

every other part of it are covered with pearls. In this

apartment is alfo a fm.all chimney-piece, richly adorned

with diamonds, pearls, and other gems.

The general drefs of the Grand Signior is a white

filk veil, lined with coftly fur j nor are any permitted

to vv^ear this habit except the Grand Signior, and the

Grand Vizier. On his head he wears a fmall white tur-

ban, decorated with feathers, and faftened in the middle

with large diamonds.

Whil E the ambaffador is in the audience-chamber,

the Grand Sio;nior continues in the fame attitude, with

the eyes fixed on the floor, and his hands on his knees,

difdaining, as it were, to look on any perfon.

The day being arrived when the Venetian ambafla-

dor was to have his audience, he repaired at three in

the morning to Conftantinople, to wait there the com-
mand tor mounting his horfe, and proceeding to au-

dience. The court alfo provides about forty horfes

for the ambaflador's retinue. At the outer door of

the Seraglio the ambaffador muft wait, 'till all the ja-

nizaries, together with their officers, and the Grand
Vizier, are entered the palace, which, at leaft, takes

up an hour. The Grand Vizier came lall, accompa-

nied with a large train of janizaries and their officers.

Before him rode his private fecretary, furrounded with

a great croud both of horle and foot. The ambaffa-

dor was alfo detained a full quarter of an hour, at the

Vo L. I, O
"

door
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door of the fecond area, in which all the janizaries were

drawn up on one fide, and on the other were about

an hundred diilies filled with boil'd rice, provided tor

their rcpaft y and being a donation from the Grand

Signior, whenever they flight it, or throw it on the

ground, it is a fure fign that they are difgufted at

the emperor -, and this is generally followed by a mu-
tiny.

The retinue of the ambafiador was as follows,

Firft, Thirty running footmen dreflcd in red, and at

the head of them the matter of the horfe. Second,

Ten led horfes, with a leader to each on horfeback.

Third, One and thirty iootmen. Fourth, The fer-

vants of the gentlemen in his retinue on horfeback.

Fifth, Six pages, or young noblemen, drefied in fear-

let, richly laced with gold. Sixth, The ambaflador

himfelf, attended by three Venetian noblemen, his

private fecretaries, and the gentlemen of his retinue.

On the ambaflador's entring the Divan, a feat was

placed for him, where he faw juftice adminiftered by

the Grand Vizier •, to whom all, who have any thing

to requefl, addrefs themfelves by petition : fome of

which he tears, and figns others with his own hand.

Nor is there any appeal from his fentence. On the

left-hand of the Grand Vizier fat two Cadilefchers, or

lawyers, with their green turbans. Thefe he fome-

times confults. Several other officers were alfo prefent,

who received the petitions of thole who were defirous

of prefenting them to the Grand Vizier. I'his lafted

full half an hour.

The Grand Vizier generally fits for this purpofe

four times a week, either in perfon, or by his caima-

can or vicar •, and the intention of bringing the Chri-

flian ambafladors into this court, is poffibly to admo-
nifli them to be more punftual, and expeditious in the

adminiftration of juftice.

After this the ambaffador was led to a taboret,

or fmall ftool, placed before the Grand Vizier, but

fome-
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ibmcthing lower -, and afrer water for waOiing, a re-

paft was lervecl up for all who were prefent The
Grand Vizier, the ambalfador, the Venetian noble-

men, and a Pafcha, fon-in-law to the Grand Vizier,

fat at the fame table.

After the repaft the ambalTador rofe from his

feat, and after him the Grand Vizier, who had, in the

mean time, received orders to come to the Grand Sis;-

nior, that monarch having flood at the lattice-window

over the Grand Vizier during the whole ceremony.

Accordingly the Grand Vizier retired, a Pafcha going
before him, both dreflfed in large fquare turbans, de-

corated with large gold bands. Before the Grand
Vizier entered the preience-chamber, long armozine
gowns, but of little value, were diflributed to the

ambaffador and his retinue, which they wore in the

Grand Signior's prefence. The ambaffador was now
brought in, fupported under the arms by two Turkifh

courtiers. The number of thofe who are to enter the

prefence -chamber is alfo previoufly fettled. The door

leading to the prefence-chamber is at the end of the

fecond court, where I faw feveral white eunuchs.

While the ambaffador was in the audience-cham-

ber, I was carelelly walking up and down the area,

with my hands behind me, 'till a Turk in a very cour-

teous mannf r informed me, that walking was not per-

mitted there. The ambaffador ftay'd no longer than

was neceffary for paying his refpe6ts to the monarch,

and in his return, the lirft fecretary carried before

him the Grand Signior's letter to the republic of Ve-
nice, in a filver cup.

The ambaffador, at his return, mounted his horfe,

but was obliged to v/ait with all his retinue, 'till the

Grand Vizier, with all the other courtiers, and their

train, the janizaries and their officers, were out of the

Seraglio, which v/as at leaft another half hour. The
janizaries, while the Grand Vizier and other officers

paffed, were drawn up in two lines. But as foon as

O 2 tliey
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they were pafTcd, they iumiediately difperkd, to avoid

paying the lame honour to a Chriilian. The furniture

of the ambaffador was very rich, but thofe of his reti-

nue as remarkably plain.

1'he Turks are very magnificent in the trap-

pings of their horles •, the bits are generally of filver,

but their faddles uneafy, their Hirrups remarkably
lliort, and the foot reils on a fquare phite of fiiver or

brals.

I SHALL now proceed to defcribe what appeared

to me mod remarkable in Conftantinople, and which
I myfelf faw. In order to walk with the more fatety

through this large city, we took with us one of our.

ambaifador's janizaries, who a6t as porters like the

Swifs at Paris. The firft place he carried us to was
the houfe where the coffee is roafted and prepared.

It is a very large ftrudture, in which we faw great

numbers of people roafting and grinding the coffee.

We next pafied through feveral bazars, where we
faw a multitude of lliops filled with all kinds of necef-

faries ; but all of them are to be fliut before fun-fer.

We alio vifited feveral kanes, inhabited by merchants
who dealt in linen, furs, and camels hair ; fome of
them were calicoe-printers •, but mod of them Ar-
menians and Jews. We paiied afterwards through feve-

ral other bazars, appropriated to different goods, only

one kind being fold in a bazar. As it is not neccffary

to enter here into a particular account of all the ba-

zars, I fliall only add, that other market-places are

called Bcfejleins. Thefe are ftone ftructures, built in

the form of a cupola, and containing two rows of

fliops i and in thefe the moft valuable goods are ex-

poled to fale -, fuch as fine carpets, Indian filks, em-
broidered handkerchiefs, velvet cufiiicns embroidered
with gold and filver for fofa's ; curious jars, fire-'

arms, fcymitars, &c. and it is not uncommon for a

Turkilh fabre to fetch two or three hundred piafters.

Here arc alfo engravers in cornelians, there being few-

citizens
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citizens but wear one of thefe ilones on his little fin-

ger, with his name engraved on it. But tliefe Befe-

Jieins are generally iliut up before noon.

The Jews alio carry on a great trade in furs and
gems, and every great man has his Jew, who ferves

him as a kind ol bioker in making purchales, and.

their wives are admitted even into the Seraglio Some
Greeks and Armenians alfo engage in this branch of

merchandize.

Th e next place we vifitcd was Bajazet's mofque,

tho' a Chriftian cannot, without great difficulty, gain

admittance. But we being in a lurkiHi habit obtain-

ed that privilege, though we were obliged to enter it

without our fhoes, none being permitted to wear them
v/ithin thefe walls.

The mofques, efpecially thofe of the emperors,

are very beautiful ftrudures •, all of them have cu-

polas, and built fomething in the manner ot St So-

phia ; of which I fliall fpeak in the fequel : but their

infide is deftitute of ornaments, except a great num-
ber of lamps, if thefe rnay be termed ornaments. In

Bajazet's mofque I obferved two granite pillars, ct a

very extraordinary magnitude.

Most of the imperial molques are furrounded by

an area, in which is a fountain, and a piazza ot por-

phyry pillars. But thefe being antique pieces, the ca-

pitals and pedeftals have been altered into the Turkilh

tafte.

The mofque of fukan Solyman, is built in the

fame manner as that of Bajazet, but much more fplen-

did. We went into a mad-houfe near it, where the

unhappy patierjts arc fecured by a chain about their

oecks.

The next mofque we came to was that of Shah-

zade, or king's fon, having been built by fukan Soly-

man in honour of his fon Muftapha, who died in the

flower of his age. All the imperial mofques have

either two or tour minarets, or towers of a middling

O 3 height^
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height, and on which the hours of pubhck devotion

are proclaimed by a perfon appointed for that purpofe.

Thofe mofques which were not built by the emperors,

have only one minaret, but on all of them is a gilt

crefcent. I had a great deal of difficulty, though

my intreaties were ftrengthened by the offer of a hand-

fome prefent, to obtain leave to afcend one of thofe

towers. But the profpe6t of the city, country, and

the fea, is truly enchanting.

In the large and publick ftreets are feveral fmall

flrudtures, decorated with cupolas. Thefe are cha-

ritable foundations of fultans, viziers, and pafchas •,

in which perfons are maintained to give drink to paf-

fengers, out of fmall tin pots fattened with chains.

It will readily be imagined, that we did not omit

vifiting the old Seraglio, ^ where are kept the wives,

&c. of the deceafed fultan, nor are they ever fuffered

to leave thefe walls, unlefs the Grand Signior is pleafed

to marry them to a Grand Vizier or Pafcha.

Not far from hence, in Adrianople ftreet, we faw,

in a private houfe, the pillar of Martianus, firft de-

fcribed by rpon in his voyage to the I^evant. Near it

is an infcription, but now almoft obliterated by time,

and under it a laurel wreath, fupported by two an-

gels, and on both fides of them a crofs in a circle.

The ftreets of ConPcantinople are in general wide,

and the city very populous, efpecially near the bazars,

v/here the crowds are fo p;reat, tliat you cannot pafs

without difficulty, though only a few women, and

thofe of the loweft clafs, are feen in the ftreets. Some
of them wear a piece of black cloth on their forehead,

by way of diftindion, and thofe of Mahomet's fa-

mily a piece of green cloth, as the men do a green

turban.

During our ftay in this city we lay one night in

the houfe of a Turk -, but the apartment of his wives

and flaves was feparated from the other part of his

houfe, and he himfelf kept the key. In the morning
the
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the mafter of the hoiife fignified to us by a flave, that

he was obhgcd to go out early, a civil method of tel-

ling us to quit his houle as foon as poflible. The
Turkiili apartments have very little furniture; a fofa

or bench, covered by a carper, is the principal -, it is

generally railed near the window, and on it the Turks
in crols-legged. Sometimes it has culliions for the

greater eafe in fitting, and at night a matrafs and flieets

are laid on it, v/hen it ferves tor a bed. Thefe are,

during the day, placed in clofets, that nothing of theiii

is feen. The moft proper place for a fofa is in the cor-

ner of a room. The entrance of the chamber is alfo near

the corner, and has a double door. Over the clofets

are generally lattice-windows, where the women are

fometimes allowed to come, and thus, without bein^

feen themfelves, are prefent at the vifits paid their hul-

bands. The walls are generally white, with narrow

fhelves running round them, on which fome China-

ware is placed.

One morning we breakfafted with an oiHccr of the

cuftoms, who would accept of nothing for our repaft

;

adding: that ftrano-ers fliould never want fuch a re-

freflimicnt from him. However, we took care that his

flaves fliould not be forry for the trouble we had given

them.

We alfo vifited a very famous Apothecary's fhop

belonging to three brothers of the name of Karatza,

who had formerly ftudied at Leyden, and as tliey tho-

roughly underftood their profelfion, they had a very

great trade. They obligingly fhewed us their fuperb

ihop, and alfo their laboratory. As I was defirous

of knowing what difeafes were moft common in

the city, they frankly told me, that next to the

plague, the venereal was the moft common •, and not

only among the common people, but even in the Se-

raglio. From hence we v/ent to view the Columna
Bruciata, or the burnt pillar, otherwife called Conftan-

tine's pillar •, it is of red granite, it's black colour

Q 4 proceeding
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proceeding from the many Bres which are very fre-

quent here, mod of the houfcs being of wood. It

llands in the center of Conftantine's fquare, wiiere Ar-
rius ended his life. But this fquare is now full of

houfes, fo that we were obliged to go into a private

houfe to furvey it's pedellai, v/hich is inclofed be-

tween two walls. This pillar has at prefent twelve
iron hoops round it, to prevent it's falling •, and alfo

feveral wreaths of laurel, and other devices. But the

infcription is now illegible. Near it is a bath founded
by a vizier. You firil enter into a large flip-room,

and from thence into a warm chamber, where perlon?

are dried after bathing in the third chamber, in which
the heat is fo great as hardly to be endured.

We next vifited the Atmeidan, or great fquare, in

order to fee the Grand Signior repair to his devotions

at Achmet's mofque. It v/as about noon, and his re-

tinue, which was no more than ufual, confifted of for-

ty chiaoux ; fix led horfes with magnificent furniture,

furrounded by feveral boilangis, and followed by other

chiaoux ; twenty youths of diftinclion, called peiques,

on foot, who, befides other rich ornaments, \^ore on
their heads a conical cap of filver gilt, decorated with
a plume of feathers, and carrying in their hands a
kind of weapon, refembling an hatchet •, thel'e walked
in pairs, but at a great dilhmce frorn each other;

after them came the Grand Signior himfelf on horfe-

back, furrounded by twelve folakes on foot, dreHed

in a very rich and elegant habits. He was followed by

two great officers, one bearing his fabre, and the other

ibme bags filled with paras, which he threw among
the people.

Ajll the flrcers through which the Grand Signior

pafTes are lined on both fides with janizaries, who he

lalutes with afmall inclination of the head, while they^

bow themfelves very low, but without taking off their

military caps. The Grand Signior's fon followed alfo

on horfeback : ht v/as a very beautiful youth, about

eleven
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eleven years of age, and accompanied with feveral

other youths of dillinftion The procefiTion was clofed

with feveral ofncers of the court, and ot the janizaries,

and a body of thofe troops.

This magnificent procefilon being palTed, we enter-

ed a 7\)rkilli tavern, but found fuch entertainment

that we did not chufe to make a fecond vifit. "We
then hired a carriage to carry us to a diftant part of
the city. Thefe carriages are extrem.ely uneafy, as

you are obHged to fit in them after the Turkifh man-
ner; that is, crofs-legged. Nor is their appearance

any thing better, for they are built in the torm of a

cheft, covered with canvafs, and have lattice- windows
on the fides.

We alfo faw in the large fquare, formerly the Hy-
podrome^ now called Atmeidan, not lar from Ach-
m.et's mofque, a large flru6lure called the palace of

Belifarius, and likewife the ballb relievo obelifk, which,

according to the infcription, was erecled in the time

ot the emperor Theodofius. Near it is alfo another

in very bad condition, though formerly covered with

gilt brafs.

Not far from this obelifk is Achmet's fepulchre.

The Turks diftinguifn by particular marks, the tombs
ot the fultans and Uilcana's ; and alfo thofe of princes

who died natural deaths, and thofe wliofe lives were
terminated by violence. Near this place are alfo the

fepulchres of Muftaphj, Mahomet, fee.

In an old tower, which now fervcs for a kind of
meiiagery, we faw lour lions, feveral wolves, tygers,

and a wild cat, fent as prefcnts to the Grand Signior.

Being now without the gate, we took a view of the

city walls, which formerly mufb have been very ilrong.

There are three, one vvithin another, but not of an

equal height, and defended by towers, according to

the ancient method ; but are now lufFered to decay.

In our walk round thefe walls, near Adrianople

gate, we faw the ruins of a prodigious {lru(^ure, cal-

led
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led Conftantine's palace, which ftanding in a row with

the walls, conftitiites a part of them. Formerly eve-

ry perfon had free liberty to enter it ; but many fcan-

daloLis amours having been praftifed in it, the doors

have been fome time fhut up by order of the Grand
Vizier.

Th e next piece that engaged our attention, was an

affedling object of antiquity ; namely, the pedeftal on

which ftood the Columna Hijlorica, not long fince ta-

ken down by order of the Grand Signior, to prevent the

terrible deftru6lion, which, according to a vulgar tra-

dition, was to be occafioned by it's fall. This column,

which is now depofited in the Seraglio, was executed in

the fame manner as thofe of Trajan and Antoninus.

Within it was a flight of winding-llairs leading to the

top, and the furface of it was decorated with baffo re-

lievo's, reprefenting the conquefts, and military at-

chievments of the emperor Arcadius, and executed in

fuch a manner, that all the figures appeared to a fpec-

tator to be of the fame fize. On the pedeftal itfelf is

ftill remaining the figure of a triumphal car drawn by

four horfes.

Towards the evening we came to a refervoir, for

receiving the water brought from Belgrado, a village

fituated in the middle of a large wood, twelve miles

from Pera. Thefe aquedu6ts were ereded by Valen-

tinian, and in fome parts confift of three arches, one

over another.

Not far from the former is alfo another refervoir,

where the water is coileded trom feveral neighbouring

eminences. Near it the Grand Signior has pitched

a tent, to which he often retires with the Grand

Vizier.

Th e s e aquedufts, which had been long negleded by

the Greeks, and afterwards by the Turks, were repair-

ed by Solyman, furnamed the magnificent, and it was

a frequent fiiying of that emperor, That he was chiefly

defirous of feeing three things, after which he fhould

with
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with pleafiire leave this world ; namely. The finifliing

of thefe aquednds, and of the great molque he had

begun i and, lallly, the taking of Vienna. From
this rei^ervoir the water is diftributed to different parts

of the city •, and is computed to run thirty miles from
it's fource, to Conftantinople.

At fome diftance from hence we hired a falic, or

fmall bark, to take a view of the harbour -, and ia

paffing by the Seraglio, we had the pleafure of feeing

the daughter and filler of the Grand Signior, who it

feems frequently amufe themfelves with this beau-

tiful profpecft. We landed, artcr this agreeable excur-

fion on the water, at Tophana ; but none of the

buildings we faw deferve a particular defcription.

Tophana derives it's name from a building ere<5l-

ed there tor calling cannon, and where all the officers

have commodious apartments. This ftruclure happen-

ed to be fet on fire while a German count was taking

a view of it, which gave occafion to the Turks, who
are remarkably fuperilitious, to attribute the accident

to the Germans, who they pretended had looked on
it with an envious eye.

The bed method of feeing every things curious in

Conftantinople, Vv'ithout any danger of being iniulted,

is to dreis in a Turkifii habit. Difguifed in this man-
ner we went, with a Turk of our acquaintance, to the

jaffia baz?.r, or flave market, where we faw a great

number of women, both white and black, and a mul-
tude of men. But fpeaking the Turkifii language

very indifferently, v/e were very near being betrayed,

fo that it was thought advifeable to retire, the franks

not being permitted to appear there without a firman^

or warrant from the Grand Signior.

From this bazar we went to take a view of a very

large palace or Seraglio, now in ruins ; it formerly be-

longed to the Grand Vizir Cuperli., but by fome fault

in the workmanHiip great part of it fell down foon af-

ter it was hni filed. At prefent it is in the poffefTion

of
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of the Tefterdar, or treafurer, in whofe ftables we faw

above two hundred beautitul horfes ; and in the gar-

den we were iliewn a large pavilhon, fupported by

piarble pillars •, but by the lownefs of it's fituation

half of it flood in the water. And from hence you
may pafs in a boat under the mofque of St Sophia,

which is built entirely upon pillars •, the great market-

place is alfo faid to be built in the fame manner. In

conftrucling thefe pillars, it is natural to fuppofe, that

ftrength was more confulted than beauty, though I

obferved fome of the capitals were of the Corinthian

order.

The mod remarkable objecl: in this celebrated

church or mofque of St Sophia, into which four fe-

quins procured us admittance, is the cupola, or dome ;

and fome travellers will have this to be the only an-

tique piece in the whole building, imagining that the

church was originally much larger, and cmbeliilhed

with more ifles than at preient.

This dome is doubtlefs a mafterly piece of archi-

tecture, though fomething flatter than that of St Pe-

ter's at Rome. It appears alfo, not to be fo large as

it actually is, by reafon of it's being exadly propor-

tioned to the other parts of the ftru(!:ture, 'I'he itairs

by which you afcend, refemble thofe at St Peter's at

Kome, and St Mark's at Venice. Thefe ftairs led us

firft to a very elegant gallery, adorned with beauti-

ful pillars, and running round the dome. It is alfo

decorated with a baluftrade.

Th e infide of the dome, and ceiHng of the galle-

ries, were formerly covered with molaic work, but

moft of it is nov/ deftroyed ; the Turks never fcru-

pling to break otf pieces and fell them to the Franks.

But from the fmall remains of it, I do not think it

was to be compared to what I had feen at Rome. It

was of a vitreous fubftance, and the colours very per-

manent. It feemed, indeed, a kind of enamel, or

encauflic painting. On the outfide of the church are

four
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four large buttrefTen, built as a prefcrvatiye againll

earthquakes. With regard to the curious pillars in

it, their capitals arc not according to any of the regu-

lar orders or architefture, but in a very fingular talle.

The decorations on the infide of this mofque, fuch as

lamps, carpets, &c. are little different from thofe in

the other ftruftures of this kind.

In our return to Pera we faw a kind of penfile gar-

den, lupported by two hundred and forty white ftone

pillars-, in this colonadefeveral Armenians were employ-
ed in the filk manufadure. Thefe pillars, befides the

irregularity of their architedure, had few marks of

antiquity, except feveral crolfes and Greek letters.

From hence we went through' a fubterraneous paiTage,

having at the end of it a deep cavity, formerly, per-

haps, a refervoir, and into which the water feems

to have been conveyed through this fubterraneous

walk.

Th e next place that engaged our attention, was
the burial-place of the Englifh and Dutch, in which

we faw feveral elegant monuments, with very prolix

and circumftantial mfcriptions.

Our next vifit was to the Greek and Armenian
churches, though none of thefe ftruftures afford any

thing ren^iarkable, being very flight and mean-, one

of tnem v/as compleatly iinifhed from the foundation

in three months. This expedition is owing to the

ficklenels of the Turks in granting patents; for if a

counter-order Ihould be iifued, which is very often

the cafe, every thing muft be immediately ftopped,

though the building was nearly finifhed. One of the

Greek churches is, hov/ever, equal to the moft beau-

tiful ilrudures in Conftantinople -, but was built with

fuch precipitancy that the roof fell in, the mortar not

having liad a fufficient time to dry, fo that the walls

coukl not fupport the weight of the building -, this

misfortune was, however, ibon repaired.

We
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We were alfo fliewn a fmall mofque, faid formerly

to have been a Greek church. It is built after the

model of St Sophia, and thence called by that name.

Round it is a gallery fupported by marble pillars, of

moft extraordinary beauty •, and over it ano:her equal

to the former.

Not far from this mofque we met a funeral pro-

ceiUon. The perfon was faid to have died of the pe-

ililence -, and to our great furprize, was preceded by

Romiih priefts finging the burial fervice, in the fame

manner as at Rome.
Im paffing by the great gate of the fev^en towers,

into which no perfon can enter without the Grand
Signior's firman, I obferved feveral pieces of baifo

relievo, reprefenting the pagan deities with their attri-

butes ; but many parts of it greatly defaced. Here
we were alfo fhewri the ancient gate of the feven

towers, called the golden gate, where the Pope, on

entering Conflantinople was received by the Emperor,

who did him homage.

With regard to the gates of Conflantinople, I

counted feven from the harbour to the feven towers,

but fbme of them were fhut. Near Selibri Capijt^ or

Selibrea Gate, I faw a Greek fubterraneous church,

near which a fine fpring v/as difcovered, which they

call the holy fountain. According to the Greeks the

water is not only of the greateft ufe in feveral diftem-

pers, but alio procures longevity. Here is alfo the

burying-place of the Greeks, and oppolite to it, ano-

ther belonging to the Armenians.

There are alfo other gates along the harbour, which
feparate the city from a kind of fuburb, called Tanari,

chiefly inhabited by Greeks and Jews. Here is alfo

the palace of the Patriarch, or archbifhop of Jerufalem.

He was a perfon of great learning, and his name Chry-

fanthus ; but the title given him Beatitudo Vejlra. Be-

fides the ancient Greek and Latin, which he fpoke

very fluently, he was mafter of feveral other branches

of

I
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of literature, and had formerly ftiidied at Padua; fo

that the few hours I fpent with him were the moft

agreeable I paffed in Conftantinople.

In order to take a viev/ of fome parts without tlic

city, we hired a faik at Galata. We firft failed to the

tower of Leander, which ftands near Scutari. The
mod remarkable particular in this ancient ftruclure is

a well, the water of which is faid to have it's fource

in i\fia, and conveyed hither by a fubterraneous.paf-

fage under the fea. Others pretend, that it is only

a ciftern for holding rain-water, colleded in the feveral

parts of the ftrudure. But the door of the afcent to the

tower being nailed up we could not examine into thele

particulars ; tho' we faw no pipes or gutters for con-

veying the rain-water to this refervoir, and the roof of

the tower is of fuch a conftrudtion, that no water can

be faved from thence. But be the fource of it what it

will the water is very good.

We next pafTed by the Seraglio of the Scutari,

which lies dired:Iy oppofite to that of Conftantinople.

Here I muft own, I was greatly difpleafed with the

ftriclnefs of the laws, which exclude all ftrangers

from vifiting that palace. For, confidering the coun-

try, it has the appearance of a very noble ftrudlure.

The gardens are full of cyprefs-trees, probably to

conceal the women from the fight of thofe who pafs

by the Seraglio ; and it muft be owned, they fuf-

ficiently anfwer the intention for which they were

planted.

Not far from Scutari is the ancient city of Chalce-

don, at prefent called Cadikoi, or the judges vil-

lage. It was formerly famous for an Oracle, and af-

terwards for a Council, held in this city ; and we vifi-

ted a fmall Greek church, faid to be part of the anci-

ent cathedral in which the council was held. The
paintings in it were very mean, and the priefts fo ftu-

pidly ignorant, that they could not read fome of the

words
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worcis under the paintings, much Ms explain the

meaning of them.

We next came to Scutari, a city as large as Smyr-

na, and fituated in Afia, almofi oppofite to Pera, one

ot the fuburbs of Conilantinople. Here is a very ele-

o-ant mofque, founded by the fultana Valide ; and near

it her maufoleum, where a man is kept to give drink

to all pafiengers that afk for it.

We alio vifited the ifiands called by the Tu/ks,

Papaiadq/iy by the Greeks Papadonifm^ or the priefts

ifiands, on account of the convents built on them ; but

the general name ior them among the Franks is del

Principe or princes ifiands. Hali Pafcha, afterwards

Grand Vizier, and an inveterate enemy to Chriftians

in generalj was for obliging all the ambafiadors to re-

move to thefe ifiands, and all the Chriftian fubjefts of

the Grand Signior, whether Greeks or Arminians, were,

by confifcations, and other rigorous proceedings, to be

compelled to embrace the Mahometan faith. But this

narrow-foul'd bigot died at Peterwaradin before he

could carry his detefi:able fcheme into execution.

These ifiands are fituated in the fea of Marmoraj

about eighteen miles from Conftantinople, and about

a mile and a half from each other. The firft is called

Froti, and is now uninhabited, though formerly it

had a convent, now v/hoUy in ruins ^ and though a

patent for rebuilding it has often been folicited, none

could ever be procured. The amballador ot Holland,

who offered to contribute largely, and w^as very im-

portunate with the Grand Vizier, could not procure

any building to be erefted in favour of Chriftianity.

About four miles from this ifland are two defert

rocks, called Plati and Oxia •, in the former of which^

according to a tradition here, the famous Arius is bu-

ried ; and I was even told, that the Arians vifit it once^

a year, and perform their devotions over his grave -,

while, on the other hand, the orthodox Greeks never

fail



Afia Minor, the Archipelago, Sec. 209

fail to throw flones at it whenever they pafs by thefc

illands, in token of their deteitation of that heri-

fiarch.

The next ifiand is Antigona, which has a village

with a convent, both fituated near the ftrand. Oa
the top of a hill are alfo the ruins of an old church
and convent, v/hich one of the fathers informed
us belonged to the Capuchins, and not improbable,

while the Genoefe were mafters of Galata. Here is

alfo a very fpacious rciervoir arched over •, and in the

village a Greek church, tamous for it's great antiqui-

ty, and dedicated to St John the Baptift.

Opposite to Antif2;ona lies the ifiand of Chalci,

having a tovs^n near the fliore, in which are three con-

vents, but built of wood.' They are all pleafantly fiuta^

ted on eminences. Before the door of one of thele con-

vents is the tomb of an Englifh gentleman, called Ed-
ward Barton, who was ambafTador to the Porte in the

time of Qiieen Elizabeth.

Two miles from hence lies the ifiand of Principate,

properly fo called. This is the largeft of thefe iflands,

and to this the French merchants frequently retire

from the fatigue of bufincfs. Wine is here in great-

plenty, and tolerably good. The grapes are brought

from the continent of Afia, which is not above two
miles diftant. One Turk only refided on the iQand,

who was lecretary to the governor.

Besides three decayed convents, we faw feveral

ruins, probably of a fortrefs. And we were told,

that in the time of the Greek emperors this was the

place of exile for perfons of diftindlion.

As wine is not allov/ed to be fold at Conftantinople,

the intemperate Turks retire hither fecretly to in-

dulge themfelves in drinking that liquor. The air is

alfo very healthy, but the produce of the ifiand hardly

fufficient to fupport it's own inhabitants.

The water here is fo faturated with mineral parti-

cles, that ftrangers foon find the effefts of them. The
V o L. I. t* foiircc
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fource of this water is in neighbouring mountains,

from whence it runs in channels into a large refervoir,

to which the women frequently refort.

This ifland has a moft delightful profpeft, Gon-
flantinople lying on one fide, and the continent of

Afia on the other. Gallies are aifo daily palTing and

repafTing to and from Nicomedia, for timber for the

Grand Signior's docks.

Th e flaves in thefe gallies are permitted, on their

return, to buy wine on this ifland, and afterwards to

fell it in the bagnio, or flave-houfe. But they pur-

chafe this privilege by giving a Ihare of the profits to

their overfeers.
,

Directly facing this ifland is a mountain called

the golden or treafure-mountain •, great numbers of

people having been employed by the Grand Signior's or-

der in digging for a treafure, but which we could never

hear had been difcovered. Near this illand is a fmaller,

called by the Greeks Gaidouronifi^ or alles illand. It

abounds with rabbets, brought thither by the French,

for the diverfion of fhooting.

In our return from thefe iflands we law another Se-

raglio belonging to the Grand Signior, called Fanan-

kiojk^ or light-houfe palace, it being built near a light-

houfe, (landing on a promontory near Chalcidon,

and is of great ufe to fhips entering the little bay,

formerly called Oceanus Chalcidonicus, though only

eight miles in circumference.

This Seraglio was built by Soliman the magnifi-

cent, who ufed frequently to retire hither from the

fatigues of government. But at prelent this palace is

not regarded, nor any care taken to make the necef-

fary repairs. In it we law a very beautiful pavillion,

with a marble bafon. The garden had no fruit, and

the fountains and water-works entirely dry ; fo that

all the ornaments it could boafl of were a few lofty

pine-trees.

Having



Afia Minor, the Archipelago, &c. 2 1
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Having mentioned a light-houfe on this promon-
tory, I mud not omit another which I faw in an ex-

CLirfion on the European fide of the Black-fea, the

coaft of which fecmed for many miles one continued

chain of villages, towns, feats, gardens^ and other

improvements.

This light-houfe is built on a promontory of the

Black-fea, and is of great ufe to fhips coming from
thence to Conftantinople. Oppofite to this, on the

Afiatic coaft, is another of the fame form and dimen-

fion. Near that on the European fide is a rock,

on which is ftill ftanding part of the Cohimna Pompeiiy

or Pompey's pillar. What ferved for a pedeftal to it,

is an altar of great antiquity, decorated with baffo re-

lievo's of feftoons and rams-horns, being emblems of

profperity and power. On the rock lies the remain-

der of this pillar with it's capital, but broke into five

pieces. Except the ornaments of the Corinthian or-

der, it appears to me to have had nothing remarkable.

Though I could wilh, that the Greeks had not cut

«heir names fo often on it, as they have by that means
greatly defaced the infcription.

In the, above account of Conftantinople I have

mentioned only what I faw, and, perhaps, too con-

cifely. But a particular defcription would have fwel-

led this work beyond it's intended dimenfions. Be-

fides, the fubjeft has been exhaufted by able writers,

whofc works are well known, and therefore the Oiort

account I have given of this celebrated city will, I

prefumiC, be thought fufficient. I ftiall now proceed

to defcribe fome folemnities, and feftivous ceremonies

which happened while I was in Conftantinople ; and

conclude my account of that capital of the Ottoman
empire, with a few remarks on the Turks and their

worsen.

P 2 CHAP.
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CHAP. XV.

Account of feme Jolcmnities^ and fejiivota ccrenio-'

nies, and proccjjhiu , particularly^ that per-

formed at the circiimcifion of the Grand Sigiiiors

children. Together tvith fonie obfervatiotn on

the cuflomSj n^ajmers^ 'women y &c. of the 'Turks j

and return to Smyrna by water.

TH E folemnities and feftivous ceremonies, on

account of the circumcifion of the Grand Sig-

nior's children were performed as follows. In a plain

near a village diredly oppofite to Conftantinople, cal-

led CalTum Pacha, tents were pitched for the Grand
Signior, the Grand Vizier, and other principal per-

fons of the court.

It muft be owned, that the Turks fpare for no-

thing in rendering their tents convenient and magni-

ficent. Thofe belonging to the Grand Signior were

exceeding fplendid, and covered entirely with filk

;

and one of them lined with a rich filk fluff, the right

fide of which was the apartment for the eunuchs.

But even this was exceeded by another, which I was

informed cod twenty-five thoufand piafters. It was

made in Perfia, and intended as a prelent to the Grand
Signior, and was not finifhed in lefs than three or four

years. But all the return the perfon found for his ele-

gant prefent, was an order for forty purfes.

The outfide of this tent was not indeed remark-

able, but it was lined with a fingle piece made ot ea-

rners hair, and beautifully decorated with feffoons and

fcntences in the Turkifli languages. Behind this tent

was another, but very fmall, ferving as a retreat-, and

at a fmall diftance from it were four others, being, as

it were, the bed-chambers of the Grand Signior and

his
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his fons. The monarch had alio his bathing tent,

and adjoining to his apartment, a lattile-houfe ot

wood, condruded in a particular manner, and fen t to

the Grand Signior, as a prefent from an Indian king.

The tents of the Grand Vizier, and thofe of the prin-

cipal courtiers, vv^ere pitched in the fame manner, tho'

not fo rich, conGfting of four large tents, a fmall one

ior fleeping in, and a fourth for bathing.

AfTER viewing thefe tents we walked in the even-

ing to Fanari, one of the fuburbs of Conftantinople,

lituated on the harbour, and lurrounded with a wall ;

and is the principal refidence of the Greeks. The in-

tent of our walking hither, was to have a full view of

the fire -works play.ed off in the harbour every even-

ing during th.e whole time ot thefe rejoicings. Here
we took up our quarters v/ith a certain Greek, who
was Furrier 10 the Grand Vizier, and at the lame time

under the procedion of the Dutch ambaflador, as his

Droggeman, or interpreter. It is common for the

Greeks, by way of proteding themfelves from the

infolence of the Turks, to affume the title ot Drogge-
man, or interpreter, to fome ambaflador ; and fome
have been known to purchafe the title.

This Greek had married a very ugly, but at the

fame time a very rich woman, which occafioned a

pleafant adventure The Greeks marry without fee-

ing their future bride, relying on the choice of fome
female friend or relation for her beauty and good
temper. The marriage-contrad being fettled among
their friends, and the nuptial benedi6lion pronounced,

the bride is led veiled into the bridegroom's chamber,

where he lifts up the veil in great peturbation, to

know what fate has beftowed on him. Our hoft was,

it feems, fo fhocked at the forbidding countenance of

his wife, that he flew out of the room ; but her rela-

tions made up the aff^air, by adding fome purfes to

the former contrad, and fmce they have lived very

happily.

P 3 The



214 Travels through part of Europe,

The illuminations and fire-works were really won-

derful, reprefenting in a very grand and beautiful

tafle, caftles, obelillcs, &c. and being all on floats,

moved along by the walls of the Seraglio, where the

Grand Signior flood to fee them.

The next day we returned to the camp, where we
faw feveral companies paffing along in their formalities,

carrying their prefents to the Grand Signior ; it being

an eftabiifhed cuftom, for all the companies of Con-
ftantinople, to appear with their prefents at publick

rejoicings, and, in return, are feafted at the Grand
Signior's expence. This cuftom, of bringing prefents,

is carried fo far, that each of the foreign ambalTadors,

are obliged by the Grand Vizier, to brinp prefents to

the amount of nine hundred or a thouland piafters.

All thefe donations, with the tim^ when, and on what
occafiOn given, are carefully regiftered in a book for

that purpofe.

The above companies in time of war, furnifh fol-

diers, and alfo fupport them 'till they join the army.

The villages and country towns muft likewife pro-

vide horfes and camels for the ufe of the army.

The proceffion on this occafion was in the follow-

ing manner : firft came a man fowing feed, follow-

ed by two oxen drawing a plough, furrounded by pea-

fants. After thefe came the bakers, and before them
one of their fraternity, at work in a fmall tent compo-
.fed of paper and wood, and drawn by a horfe. Thefe
were followed by the fliepherds, with all their paftoral

implements -, and after them the other companies, but

all in a different form.

The companies were follov/ed by the prefents,

which confifted chiefly of plate, preceded by two war-

dens of each company. The proceffion was enlivened

with drums, flutes, &c. which made a very pleafiiig

harmony. But what I little expe6ted to fee, were fe-

veral mafked buffoons, dreffed in a very odd manner.

The



Aiia Minor, the Archipelago, &c. 215

Thk company of the Befefteins, or rich markets,

mentioned before, made the belt appearance, and, at

the lame time, their prefents were the richeft. They
rode two and two on very beautiful horfes, and laid

their prefents down before the Grand Signior's tent.

After the companies and their prefents, toUowed the

rope-dancers, tumblers, wreftlers, &c. exhibiting fe-

veral fpecimens of their dexterity.

The next fpedacle was that of two men of war,

drawn along by ropes, and reprefenting a mock fea-

fight. The croud were highly delighted with this,

but I thought it very childifli.

During thefe feftivities, the foreign ambafllidors

are invited to an entertainment, but without any re-

gard to rank. Thus our ambafiador was invited at

the fame time with the Englifli, and being glad of

having an opportunity of feeing a Turkifli teall, I

obtained leave to join the retinue of the Englifli am-
baffador, ours being indifpofed.

On the ambafI;idor's arrival in the camp, was con-

duded by the Grand Vizier's Agas into a fmall tent

belonging to his Caya, or firft minifter. It would
have been polite, and I tliink not improper for the

Caya himfelf to have received the ambaifador, but that

flately officer continued in another tent, without offer-

ing to perlorm this piece of complaifance.

This Caya, who was about hve and thirty, was a

very great favourite with the Grand Vizier, and, ac-

cording to report, from very odd motives. But how-

ever this be, he had fuch an afcendency over his ma-
fter, that the Grand Vizier having once figned an or-

der which he did not approve, he returned it with this

mefiage. That the Grand Vizier did not knov/ what

he had done. He walked two or three times by the

tent where the ambaflador was, without ever deigning

to turn his face that way to falute him, though his ex-

cellency, every time he approached, rofe from his

fea^ ^

V 4 The
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The tent in which we werc entertained was none

of the largeft, having in it only nine feats Next to

the ambaffador fat the chief Droggeman, or interpre-

ter of the Porte, who converfed with the ambaffador.

This is a very confiderable poll, and at that time was
filled by a nobleman about thirty years of age, a filter's

fon of the celebrated Mauro Cordato, prince of V/a-
lachia.

After the Grand Signior and Vizier were arrived

at their tentSj the prefents were brought, and entered

in a book by the Caya. After this his excellency was
led into a fmall tent, clofe to thole of the Grand Sig-

nior and Vizier, from whence he could conveniently

fee the fever al diverfions. Thefe were begun by the

rope-dancers, who were fucceeded by the buffoons,

v/hofe jefts, double entendres, and conundrums, high-

ly delighted the audience. The agility of the dances

is accompanied with feveral poftures difpleafmg to

modefty. Some danced in the SpaniHi manner, with

tolerable gravity, and with caltignets in each hand.

The band of m.ufick confifted of flutes, and drums of

different fizes, which they beat on the upper part

with a flick, and on the under with a bowl, forming

by this means different founds. But the oddefl dances,

and which had nothing offenfive, were thofe perform-

ed by the Moors.

Next iollowed the equeflrian games, performed by

the pages of the Grand Signior and Vizier. They
were all mounted on the finefl hcrfes that could be

procured, and rode two and two with full fpeed. The
hindermoft threw his wooden lance at his antagoniff,

and generally hit him in his back. This fport is not

however free from danger, fbme having been killed on

the fpot. This fport lafled near an hour. After this

they performed a miock- fight, throv/ing their wooden

^

lances at each other, but, I think, with little diverfion

to the audience. Some, howeverj fney/ed an admi-

rable dexterity, taking up, at full fpeed, their lapce-s

from
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from the ground. The Caya was prcfent the whole

time on horfeback, animating the two parties.

This being ended, a galley placed on rollers was
drawn into the camp •, Ihe was tull ot men, and imi-

tated the motion of rowing. But this being unnatu-

ral, appeared to me as contemptible as the mock-fight

between their men of vvar.

Another childifli performance muft not pafs with-

out mention, as it was ridiculed even by the Turks
themlelves. This was the taking of two wooden
caftles ere6lcd before the Seraglio. The afiailants were
in gallies, and three maft vefiels built on purpofe, and
the ammunition on both fides were apples and water-

melons But the populous were not afraid to pafs

tlieir jefts on this occafion, faying, the Grand Signior

had gained two caftles ot pafteboard, and loft two of

iron ; meaning thofe of Belgrade and Temefwear.

What pleafed me better, was a procefiion of the

children, who were to be circumcifed at this time.

They were preceded by perfons with brufhes in their

liands dipt in oil, which they fprinkled on the clothes

ot thofe who refufed to retire ; and this had, indeed,

more efFed: than the janizaries with their clubs. Thefe

were followed by about a hundred furgeons, who
were to perform the operations. After thefe came
the children three a-breaft, and attended on each fide

by janizaries. The number of thefe was about three

hundred, but chiefiy of the poorer fort ; it being a

cuftom for the Grand Signior's fon to make fome do-

nation to thole who are circumcifed with him. Every
divifion of this proceffion was preceded by Turkifli

mufic, and I obferved feveral women, fome carrying

their children, and others walking as near them as

poffible, in whofe countenances various paffions were
ftrongly marked.

At three in the afternoon his excellency was afked,

"Whether he would pleafe to dine .'' and we were led

back to the Caya's tent. The firft preparative was a

. . large
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large circular piece of red filk fpread as a table-cloth,

and on it laid white napkins embroidered with flowers,

one for each two perfons ; befides which, each perfon

had a piece of linnen cloth of a blackifh colour, alfo

embroidered with flowers. A fmall table was now
placed in the middle, and on it a large filver charger,

and every perfon prefented with a wooden difh, and

a piece of bread. Next fmall plates of fallads and

cucumbers were placed on the table, a large bowl of

four cream, and in the middle rice-milk. This

courfe being removed, thirty difhes of roafted fowls,

partridges, &c were fuccelTively ferved up, but none

thoroughly roafted. Nor had we hardly time enough

allowed us to tafte them.

After thcfe rice-milk was again placed on the ta-

ble, as if this was a fecond meal, alter which came tarts,

fweet-mieats, fruit, &c. exceeding fine. Now followed

the Pilao, or rice mixed with currants and almonds, in

the form of a pyramid. And, laftly, three large

bowls filled with cooling liquors, one of the juice of

currants, the fecond of that of apricots, and the

third of quinces, all fweetened with fugar. Thefe li-

quors were all very palatable. Several fervants, in

the mean time, ftood behind us, fome having fnow

water in decanters, and others fherbet in china bowls.

When the Turks perceived we were fatisfied, the

table, napkins, &c. were all taken away, and filver

bafons brought for wafhing our hands. Alter which

rofe-water, perfumes, and, laftly, coffee were ferved

up, which concluded this Turkilh banquet-, the moft

difagreeable part of which was, there being neither

knite nor fork ; and the ambaiTadors fervants were eat-

ing behind us at the fame time, and in the fame tent.

After our repaft, the interpreter went to the Grand

Vizier, and on his return afked his excellency if he had

been well entertained ; afluring him, it was the Grand

Signior's dcfire he fhould be treated in the moft polite

manner ; adding, that he was now at his liberty either

ta
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to return, or fee the other divcrfions. The Caya alfo

Tent the fame compHmcnt, with an offer for aftors to

perform before his tent ; but this the ambafiador po-
litely declined.

As we had taftcd no wine during this entertainment,

we returned with the ambalfador to fupply that defici-

ency at his palace. And indeed a want of this liquor

is one of the greateft inconveniencies of dining with a

Turk.

As I here fav/ the ceremony of perfume in it's full

luftre, it may not be amifs to give fome account of it.

A filver chaffing difh of very neat workmanfhip is

placed on a board, and in it fome burning coals, with

a piece of aloes wood, and over thefe a cover full of

fmall holes. The agreeable fmell of the aloes wood
afcends through the holes, and a flave holds the chaf-

fing-di(h under the beard of every gueft, that all may
alike participate of the elegant pertume. As foon as

the chaffing diPa is removed, each rubs his beard with

his hand, that the pleafing vapour may penetrate the

deeper, and remain there a much longer time : fo that

this may be confidered as a kind ot offering to every

perfon's beard.

What recommends this ceremony to me, befides

the agreeablenefs of the fmell, is the convenience of

it ; for this perfume is an indication, that the mafter

of the houfe cannot conveniently ftay any longer with

the company, and thus faves ail that hypocrify and un-

eafinefs too common among us, of prefling vifitants to

ftay longer, when, at the lame time, we heartily vvilh

they would take their leave.

These ceremonies were repeated in the fame man-
ner for a fortnight, and every evening clofed with

illuminations and fire-works. And vve had the plea-

sure of feeing the proceffion of the Grand Signior's

fons who were to be circumcifed, the grandeur and

magnificence of which filled us with very favourable

ideas of the fplendor and magnificence of the Ottoman
court,
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court, which, in thofe particulars, excels any I

ever faw.

All the ftreets through Vv'hich this procefTion

pafied, were lined on both iides with janizaries, Ihe
procefTion began with the officers ot that corps j af-

ter whom came their aga. He was followed by a

great number of Chiaouxes^ Capkibajfis ; tour great

officers ; and laflly, the Grand Vizier, with all his

court, the Caya only excepted, who being his chiet

officer, or fecretary of Hate, remains in his palace tor

expediting any affairs that may happen unexpectedly.

After thele came the Grand Signior's court, preceded

by the Spahis^ or horfe-guards, the SeinSy or vallals,

courtiers, pages, &:c.

These were followed by large pyramids, fome of

which were higher than the houfes, drawn by horfes.

Thefe pyramids were very ingenioully made with

wax, and decorated with all kinds of preferved fruits.

Round the bottom of thefe pyramids, were the Se-

raglio's, gardens, pavillions, &c. of the Grand Sig-

nior, finely reprefented in wax. Thefe were followed

by reprefentations of the moft curious produfts of na-

ture, as fruits, vegetables, &:c. made wholly of fugar.

A T length came the young prince, furrounded by

a fplendid troop of courtiers. The whole furniture

of his horfe was covered with pearls and diamonds.

He was preceded by about thirty led horfes, capa-

rifoned with nearly the fame profufion of gems as that

on which he was m.ounted.

This prince was followed by his brothers in a

Turkey coach, drawn by fix grey horfes, with two
coachmen, after the Spanifli manner. This coach

was equal to what might have been expe(5ted from
the magnificence of the monarch. The wheels were

plated with filver, and the coach lined with velvet,

covered with pearls. This coach was furrounded by
young noblemen, who threw handful of paras among
the populace.

At
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At coming to the place where the Grand Signior

ilood to Tee the procefTion pals by him, every one bow-
ed very low. The young prince laluted his father

four fevcral ways : Firft, By putting his hand to his

ftirrup, next to his head, then to his mouth, and lafl-

ly, to his bread:, bowing his head at the fame time.

The younger princes did the hke, as well as their age

would permit. Behind the coach followed the chiefs

of the eunuchs, both white and black. Thefe have
generally great influence on their mafter •, and on this

account the Viziers themfelves fliew them great re-

fpe<5t. Next to them followed two others, at the

head of forty pages, of whom there were two hun-
dred and eighty, and every forty preceded by two
eunuchs. This grand procelTion was clofed by a great

number of ufhers, and other officers of the court.

On thefe occafions multitudes of people, both

Turks, Greeks, and Armenians, bring petitions to

the Grand Signior on their heads, whence they are ta-

ken by Bojtangis, and delivered to the Grand Signior.

Some days after the conclufion of this feftival, I

faw the Ottoman monarch ride in ftate, attended by
his whole court, and with equal magnificence. This
was on the firft -day of their little Bairajn^ when every

Turk, not the Grand Signior himfelf excepted, kills

a fheep with his own hand, and diflributea the flefh

to the poor. On this occafion 1 faw fix Viziers toge-

ther, namely, the Grand Vizier, four others, and the

liigh admiral.

Immediately after the Grand Signior followed

the Sabetat\ or fabre-bearer ; and next to him, thole

who ferve the Grand Signior with water for his abluti-

ons ; and thefe alfo threw paras among the people.

AW the furniture of the led horfes were of aftonifliing

magnificence.

Th e Grand Signior wore on his turban a diamond
of immenfe value ; and the three plumes of featlicrs,

as they were explained to me, denoted the three king-

doms
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doms of Buda, Conftantinopie, and Babylonia. Thefe

plumes are faftened together by the above diamond.

Some days after I faw the Mufti, or high-prieft, gi-

vino- his benediftion, from an elegant marble pulpit^

in the great market, to the army, then going to take

the field.

1 SHALL now proceed to mention fome cuftoms

which I obferved during my flay at Conftantinopie.

With regard to the Turks in general, I mean fuch as

are fo from their birth, they are very honeil, and pun-

ctual obfervers of their word. But among them are

great numbers of renegadges, or apoftate Chridians,

who are of a very oppofite character, being fome of

the greateft villains on earth. They are alfo induftri-

ous on all occafions to fhew a greater hatred to the

Chriftians, than the Turks themfelves, in order to

create an opinion, that their change of religion was

fincere, though many of them, when they can do it with

fafety, ridicule the Mahometan faith, as indeed they

would any other for intereft.

Among the Turks the left-hand is the place of

honour. In their falutations they lay the hand on

their breaft, but never take otr their turban to any

perfon whatever. At meeting they wilh each other

peace ; a cuftom that feems to have been retained from

the firft ages.

Th e principal reafon why the Turks generally have

a plurality of wives, is for making an oftentatious

difplay of their wealth ; the common phrafe for ex-

prefling the riches of a perfon, being that of having

lb many wives. There is, however, always one fu-

preme, who diredls the affairs of the houfe. But in

the mean time, none can be more jealous of one ano-

ther, than thefe women are •, and whenever any one

of them proves with child, all the reft plot together
'

to contrive means for making her mifcarry.

Th e Turks are very compaffionate to beafts, par-

ticularly to cats and dogs, otten leaving legacies for

their
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dieir comfortable fubfiftcnce ; and feveral perlbns who
Uve near Conftantinople, make a kind of trade of

boarding thofe creatures.

Th e mofques in general are very well endowed,

and from this polite principle moft men in power,

when they have accumulated great fums, and are ap-

prehenfive of a turn of fortune, here more common,
and attended with worfe confequences than elfewhere,

fettle great part of their fortunes on a mofque, or

build a kane, or publick inn ; by which means, what-

ever becomes of the remainder ot his fortune, he pro-

cures from thefe foundations a genteel annuity, du-

ring his life.

Th e Turks are remarkably well attended by their

fervants, though they have generally no wages, efpe-

cially if their mafher be poflefied of fome grand poft, in

hopes of preferment. It is a pleafure that attends

vifiting perfons of din:in6lion here, to obferve with

what alacrity and difpatch every thing is done at the

lead nod of the mailer. Ready money in Turkey
is a very advantageous commodity, and may be fe-

curely placed out at twelve per cent. But fuch as are

not fatisfied with that rate ot intereft, muft be conten-

ted to run fome rifque. The common method is, that

he who receives a hundred guilders, gives a note for a

hundred and twelve one year after date. Sometimes

pledges, fuch as diamonds, pearls, and the like, are

given to the creditor as a fecurity. And I muft ob-

ferve, that few are to be found among the Turks,

who have a large perfonal eftate, independent of em-
ployments.

The Turks are very fond of bathing, and accord-

ingly the bagnios are fome of the moft elegant build-

ings in Turkey, and are generally founded, through

a benevolent principle, by v/ealthy Turks. The fer-

vants in them, have a fettled falary, befides vails,

which are generally confiderable. The price for bath-

ing:
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ing is not great ; but foreigners always pay more than

the natives.

I AM, however, inclined to think, that the fre-

quent ufe of baths, deftroys the elafticiiy of the fibres.

But as the Turks are very fond of corpulency, efpeci-

ally in their women, they ufe thefe warm baths more
frequently than they would otherv/ife do, to acquire

this pleafing quality.

The commonality hate the Chriftians in a mofl: vi-

rulent manner ; and this checks in fome degree the

regard which otherwife people of rank would fhew

the Europeans.

Whenever a fire breaks out in any part of the

city, the Grand Signior, Vizier, and other great men,

repair immediately to the fpot, to animate, by their

prefence, others to ufe their utmoit endeavours in

quenching it.

The Turkifh women never go abroad without a

veil, which covers their whole face, except their eyes

and nofe. The reft of their drefs nearly refembles

that of the Greek women. They wear on their heads

a kind of cap, called 'Talpori^ and round their neck

a large handkerchief, embroidered with pearls and

gems. Some I faw drelTed in fmall turbans of diffe-

rent colours, dilTeminated with pearls. They alio

place a great number of emeralds in their hair, which

hangs very long behind, and is braided into treffes.

The ladies of dillinftion wear a long robe lined

with ermine, and under it a kind of jacket, and a fine

Ihift of filk, which is faftencd round the neck with a

diamond. Round their wailt they wear a very rich

and broad girdle, faftened before with diamond

buckles. Below this girdle they wear long drawers

made of fine filk, with v/hite ftockings and yellow

flioes.

This is the general drefs among all the women of

falhion, there being very little difierence between

the
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the Turkifli and Greek women; but Jew women
afe dreffed ibmething different, efpecially about the

head.

Th e Greek women in general paint, which ridicu-

lous cuiloni has alfo infe6ied many of the ladies among
the- Franks. They alio make ule of a black powder

for tinging their eye iadieS) and to make their eyes

appear as large as poflible. A great deal has been

faid with regard to the ladies in the Seraglio, but

the greateft part is, I believe, mere ficlion. All

the Turkifli women are very fond of large pendants,

which they faften to their turbans, near their ears.

Most of the women ot fortune among the Greeks

affed great richnefs in their girdles ; and gold brace-

lets enamelled, as fet with jewels. Some wear gold

chains about their necks, and fome necklaces compo-
fed of fequins. When they go abroad they wear a

kind of mantle lined with fur or filk, according to

the feafon of the year. The Jewifli women, befides

the difference already mentioned in their caps, are not

fuffered to appear publickiy unlefs dreffed in a black

robe.

The fhip in which we had agreed to return to

Smyrna lay at Bifcotafi, a fuburb of Conilantinople,

fituated on the Black Sea, 2nd near the maufoleum
of the famous Barbarofla. The fhips ready to fail

generally repair hither for fafety, as from hence they

can fall down with the current, and ftand off to fea,

without any danger of ftriking againft aoy of the jet-

ties of the Seraglio : a misfortune that too often hap-

pens, and occaiions great damage, if not the lofs of

the fhip.

Nothing remiarkable happened 'till we v/ere off

Gallipoly, where being torced from our anchor, the

wind and current drove us within ten paces of the

mole, fo that the Turks expe6ted we fhouid ftrike

every inftant. But the fkill and aftivity of the cap-

tain and failors happily faved the fhip.

Vol. I. CL When
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When we came to the old caftle, we were obliged

to fubmit to a fecond fearch by the Turks, who made
us all, without diftinftion, pafs by them one after

another, to fee if there were among us any fugitive

flaves from ConRantinople. We continued here fome
days, and took up our lodgings in the little town near

the caftle, on the Afiatic fide. Here we faw a procef-

fion of thirty janizaries, who had vifited, according to

cuflom, the houfe ot a young woman lately married,

for the ufual prefent. Soon after we faw the bride-

drefled in a veil that covered her whole head. Two
old women led her, and feveral others followed her.

As foon as Ihe entered the bridegroom's houfe paras

were diftributed to the populace. The janizaries were

prefented with a' flieep, and the bride's relations were

entertained with pilao, the Handing difli in a Turkifh

feaft.

During the time our fliip lay here we vifited a

large Greek village, on the European fide. He/e we,

with fome concern, faw a Capigi Bajfi, fent to demand
the head of the bafha of the new caftle, v^ithout the

leaft trial.

About twelve or fifteen miles from the old caftle,

on the European fide, are ftill fome ruins of the ancient

Abydos, and alfo of Seftos •, and about three hours di-

Itance up the country is a caftle, fituated among the

mountains ; but which the Turks afllired us was for-

merly wafhed by the fea ; adding, as a proof of this,

that near it, fome few years ago, feveral iron rings

had been found clofe to the wail, ufed for mooring
the fhips.

This caftle was fituated on the top of a lofty rock,

where the ruins of it ftill remain, and ftiew, that it

was of an elegant architefture. One fide of the rock

being inacceflible had no need of fortifications -, but

on the other were fome remains of a kind of baftions,

to defend it from any afiault on that fide ; and on the

lummit of the rock were other works, with handfome
9 apait-
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apartments hewn in the rock, together with fine refer-

voirs ; io that this caftle could not eafily be taken

:

though on the other fide of the rivulet Mendris is a

mountain, from whence the Turks are faid to have

cannonaded it. The ruins of this caftle are ftill called

by the Turks, the Jaours^ or Chriftians caftle. With
regard to the iron rings mentioned above, we were
not fortunate enough to find any, though we fought

them with the utmoft affiduity \ and I much queftion,

whether the fea ever extended fo far, notwithftanding

the adjacent county is very low.

We, through inadvertency, ftayed fo long on the

European fide, that our ftiip, in the mean time, got

under fail, and we were forced to go on board a ciambir,

which very fortunately put in there the day before,

and the next continued her voyage. Thefe fort of

veflTels fail very fwiftly with a fair wind, but are not at

all proper for turning to windward.

When we came ofi^ the new caftle we were board-

ed by a faik, to demand the duty. After palTing this

channel the veflel touched feveral times on a ledge of

fmall rocks, on the weft of Tenedos, called by the

Greeks Mmnikoi^ or pifmires, and by the French

Zecca. After this nothing remarkable happened 'till

we reached the ifland of Mitelene, where we were

obliged, by bad weather, to put in at the harbour of

Molava. And defigning to go by land to the other

fide of the idand, we here paid our Rays, or captain,

for our paflTage.

MoL AVA is a fmall town on the ifland of Mitelene,

built on the declivity of a conical mountain, and de-

fended by a ftrong fort, the corfairs having formerly

attempted to cut fmall veffels out of the harbour.

The houfes have flat roofs, but are low and mean.

The women here are diflerently d refined from thofe of

Mitelene, wearing high turbans on their heads, a fa-

fhion that alfo prevails at Petra, a village fituated dii

Q^ 2 the
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the coail, at the mouth of a good harbour, where
fhips are defended from fqualls often pouring from be-

tween the mountains, by means of a large and high
rock.

It lies about an hour from Molava, and flands

in a plain, having in the center a fmali eminence, on
which is a little but very heat church, dedicated to

the Madonna. We v.'ere here fhewn an image of the

Virgin Mary, which is faid to have v/alked up that

eminence, without any human affiilance, and gave
occafion for ereding the church. I'his miracle is faid

to have happened about two hundred years ago, when
the Genoefe were maflers of the idand. And the

Greeks, whenever they are under any apprehenfion of
a vifit from the corfiirs, are fure to conceal their beft

effeds herci and we were affured, that a corfair, af-

ter firing feveral fhot at this church, funk immediate-
ly to the bottom.

There are at prefent about a hundred and twenty
Greek families at Molava, the reft of the inhabitants

being Turks. From this tOwn we rode on mules to

Mitelene, through a moft charming valley, finely

planted with olive-trees, in v/hich the wealth of this

illand confifts. We alfo palfed through a v/ood of

pine-trees, which not being large enough for mafts,

are ufed for extrafting tar. The road lay through
Caloni, a handfome village, and the refidence of the

bifhop, who has under his jurifdiclion the towns of
Molava and Petra. The village of Caloni is the an-

cient Methymna, formerly lb famous for it's wine.

The bifliop, whom I had before feen at Mitelene,

gave us a very friendly reception. In the neighbour-

hood are five or fix convents under his jurifdidlion

;

and the church here is the moft elegant of any eccle-

fiaftical ftru6ture belonging to the Greeks, I had yet

feen, the infide being finely gilt. The prelate is vifi-

ted by more Turks than I dare fay are welcome, be-



Afia Minor, the Archipelago, &c. 229
ing obliged to furnini all who travel through the

ifland with necefHiry provifions.

After leaving this place we paiTed over the large

plain of Caloni, one Rde of which is finely watered by
feveral rivulets, and the other extends to Caloni bay,

frequented by fmall veflels coming to load with fait,

the fait-pans lying there in a lew marlliy ground, oa
the fide of a fmali lak'e of filt water. The procefs for

making fait here is nearly the fame as in Italy.

After paffing a chain of mountains we entered a

mod beautiful plain, ai: the beginning of which is Olive-

tree harbour, and one of the lineft in the whole world,

except that the entrance is fomething difficult. It is

luppofed to have obtained it's name from the multi-

rude of olive-trees which cover the plain, and acclivi-

ties of the neighbouring mountains. All the money
arifmg from the iale of the oil produced from the

olives growing here, remains in the ifland -, and rec-

koning a quintal only at fix piafters, feventy or eighty

thoufand, the common produce, amount to a very

confiderable fum.

This plain extends almoft to Mitelene, which lies

about twel-ve leagues from Molava. On our right-

hand we obfei-ved a high mountain, at the foot ot

which is a large village called Ayas, famous in thefe

parts for a chapel called Our Lady of Ayas. Innu-.

merable miracles being attributed to the image placed

in it, numbers of Greeks refort hither from the neigh-

bouring iflands. '
'

As I have already given an account of Mitelene, I

Ihall only add. That the produce of the duties on

goods is here very confiderable. The colle6lor is laid

to have farmed thefe duties at one hundred purfes,

but at prefcnt he gives only fevcnry. The clergy

here alfo feem to have been careful of their intereft ;

for every Greek, however poor, cannot marry with-

out a licence from the biiliop, which cofls fifty jMa-

(lers •, and not lefs than five hundred is required oi

Q^ 3
thofc
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thofe in plentiful circumflances, fo that numbers re-

main unmarried in order to fave their money. Bap-

tifm alfo produces another part of the bifhop's reve-

nue. At this ceremony an odd cuftom prevails,

namely, that the god-father always makes a prefent

to the child's parents, and feldom lefs than twenty

piafters.

We embarked on board a felucca, belonging to

this ifland, for Smyrna, and were in the greatefl dan-

ger of being loft by the ftormy weather. But Provi^

dence was at laft pleafed to bring us fafe into the little

harbour of Tochia Nuova, where we went to a Greek

convent, and were chearfully entertained by one of

the papas ^ or fathers, in a fmall room where he re-

fided. The following day we again put to fea, with

the papa's prayers for our fafety, and foon after arri-

ved at the long v^'iflied-for port of Smyrna.

CHAP. XVI.

Voyage from Smyrna to Scio j with an account

of that ifandj a?id ifs inhabitants.

MY curiofity being rather fharpened than fatisfied

by the variety of objeds I had feen, I took

leave of my friends at Smyrna, and embarked on
board a French Ihip bound to Alexandria, but was to

touch by the way at Scio, in order to land fome pafTen-

gers and goods on that ifland.

On board this Ihip were a great number of paffen-

gers, Turks and Arabians, Greeks and Jews; and
among others, a rich Turkifli lady going on a pilgrim

mage to Mecca, and had for this purpofe lately mar-
ried a Turk, who now accompanied her, agreeable to

the cuftom of the Mahometans, women not being

allowed



Afia Minor, the Archipelago, &c. 231

allowed to go thither but in company with their huf-

bands.

I HAD, when at Conftantinople, procured a fir-

man from the Grand Signior tor myfelt" and compa-
nions tor this voyage •, and as I have often mentioned

thefe firn:ians, it may not be amifs here to give a lite-

ral tranOation of that I received at the Porte.

A Royal ORDER,
To be Jhe'von to the moft wife and intelligent judges at

Smyrna^ Jerufalem, and Cai)-o, and others of the fame
rank^ both by land and fea •, as alfo to the commanders

of thejanizaries^ and elders of the country,

*' Be it known to you, that the noble lord count
" Collier, amballiidor, whofe end be happy, has by
" petition applied to the illuflrious Porte, fignifying,

" that two Dutch noblemen, with four lervants, all

" Franks, were on their departure for Smyrna, Jeru-
" falem, and Cairo, and requefted our noble order
" to you. That both in their going and returning, on
" their arrival at any place under your government,
" they may not, in the goods, horfes, &c. be the

" leaft molefted or impofed upon : but that by your
" friendfhip and afTiftance, neceiraries may be Ibid

" them at the common price. And likewii'e that

*' they may not be compelled on any pretence what-
" foever, by the tax-gatherers to pay the charats, or
" head-money -, or any other impoft or tax, by what
" name fo ever it be called, and by which this prefent

" order might fuffer the leaft violation.

" That the power of the prefent imperial order
" may be evident, you are to be very careful, when
" thefe noblemen fhall come into any part under your
" goverment, not to permit any injury or infult to be
" done to them, either in their perfons, goods, or

" horfes j efpecially, that they meet with no hinder-

ed 4 ** ancc
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*' ance in their journey •, but on the contrary, you are

" to affift them, and take care that whatever they
*' want be furnifhed them at a reafonable and regula-

" ted price. You are alio not to fuffer, that, con-
" trary to this imperial grder, the charats, or any
" other tribute, be required of them.

" This ye are to know, and to give credit to the
" imperial iignature. Given at Samboul, the firft ot"

" the moon of Manharem, 1033."

Every thing being ready for our departure we
failed, but that day reached no farther than the water-

caftle, about three hours from Smiyrna, where we alfo

continued the following day, to take on board fome

Turkifh pafiengers.

I PAID ^ vifit to the Aga of the caftle, who be-

fides fome difhes of excellent coffee, m.ade me a pre--

fent of two large fifties. I had novv- alfo an opportu-

nity of feeing this caftle much better than before \

and found that it had a battery level with the furtace

of the water, conilfting of two forty-eight pounders,

and eight fmaller pieces of cannon. Indeed this may
properly be faid to be the whole ftrength ot the caftle,

which is only a low, aukward building, and inca-

pable of rnaking any great refiftance : Notwithftand-

ing this is the only place for building a caftle to com-
mand the entrance ot the gulph ot Smyrna, the paf-

fage being here very narrov>^, and for this purpofe

fome fmall forts might alfo be erefted on the oppofite

fide. Though to fay the truth, the city of Smyrna,

as a free port, has no neceftity lor fuch fortifica-

tions.

One of our Greek paiTengers, and vvfho appeared as

a perfon of fubftance, and whom I afterwards found

to be a native of the iftand of Patmos, now called

Patino, happened in v/alking to come near the caftle-

walls, where he was feized, and ordered by the Aga
to be baftinadoed, under pretence that we was looking

at;
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at the women, whofe apartnient faced the place where
he flood. Thus the Turks lay hold of the flighteft

pretences to abufc the Chriftians, efpccially near any

place where the Franks have the Icaft power.

Th e tv/o following days were employed in getting

round cape Calaberno, fituatcd at the extremity of
the gulph of Smyrna, in order to Iteer tor Scio ; but

contrary winds forced us to put into Tochia Nuova,
where we were obliged to Hay two days longer.

The diftance from Smyrna to this little place, fi-

tuated on a neck of land, is between filty and fixty-

miles. At the entrance of the harbour is a caftie,

but of little importance, except a fmall battery near

the water's edge. The walls ot the town are hand-
fome and well-built, but all the ftreets very narrow.

Within the town is alio a kind of caftie, where the

Aga refides. At the entrance of this caftie we favv

two marble pedeftals with Greek infcriptions ; but fo

effaced by time, that fcarce the traces of the charafters

were difcernible.

The miofque here is but very mean •, it was for-

merly a church, and built by the Genoefe when
they were mafters of thefe parts. I viewed the har-

bour with the greateft attention, having been told

at Smyrna, that a great number of merchants, af-

ter the terrible earthquake which lately happened
there, had fome iniencions of fettling in this place.

But it would not have anfwered their intentions, the Al-
gcrines often putting in here to recruit their fhips, and-

purchafe naval and military ftores brought hither from
Smyrna : and thofe people, when lying in a Turkifti

harbour, are extremely infolent, and commit all kinds

of outrages on the Franks. The caravans alfo that

come out of Perfia, and other parts of Afia to Smyrna,
would have been obliged to make too great a circuit -,

though the harbour itfelf is capacious, has an excellent

entrance, and is full as good, though not fo fpacious,

as that of Smyrna j for the latter has the inconveniency

of
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of being fo full of fands and fhallows, that fometlmes

a (hip is feveral days in coming up it.

This town miift be diftinguifhed from another

I'ochia, called 'vechia^ or the old^ lying at no great

diflance from it, and thought to be the ancient

Phocea.

In one of our walks, in the neighbourhood of this

place we afcended fome eminences, where we fhot the

fined larks I ever faw -, and in our return law an aque-

du<^l;, but of Turkifh architefture, built to convey

the water from the mountains into the city. Here is

alfo a beautiful garden, planted chiefly with orange-

trees, belonging to a Pafcha, whofe galley was then

in the harbour, and had on board above two hundred

flaves, compofed of different nations.

Some diitance from the Tochia we met the funeral

proceffion of a child ofabout a year and a half old. The
corps was brought out of the town to a kind of Turkifh

oratory, where it was laid upon a ftone, while an iman
or prieft, at ihe head of twelve Turks, one of whom
was the child's father, made a long prayer, after which
the child was taken up, and carried to the church-yard,

where it was depofited in a grave prepared for it, and
the head raifed a foot by means of a bough placed in

the grave. This ceremony was performed by the

iman and the child's father. The fimplicity of thefe

obfequies was owing to the age and condition of the

deceafed ; for had he been either an adult, or defcend-

ed from a genteel family, the ceremony would have

been performed in a more pompous manner ; for

the Turks are very fond of fliew on thefe occa-

fions.

After flaying two days at Tochia we fet fail early

in the morning, and with great difficulty weathered

cape Calaberno, which the Turks. call Carabouroun,

or Black-nofe ; for what we call a cape the Turks ftile

a nofe. I counted twelve villages pleafantly fituated

on the declivity of the mountain, but their inhabitants

have
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have the worft of characters. The wind being ftill

contrary we were obliged to continue tacking along

fhore, till at laft we reached the Spalmadori, a clufter

of fmall iflands near Scio, but inhabited only by

Ihepherds.

The next day we came to an anchor off one of

thefe iflands, and near the village Cardamilo, where
we went on fhore to recreate ourfelves. It is encom-
paffed with a ftone wall, and has a caflle, but neither

guns nor garrifon. We were very well entertained

here, for our money, by a Greek prieft, who was a

kind of fteward to the convent ot Neamoni, of which
I fhall fpeak in the fequel. I'he village itfelf lies in a

delightful valley furrounded by vineyards, corn-fields,

and carob trees.

The contrary winds flill detaining us, we pafled

over to another fmall ifland, where I found, among
the rocks, a natural grotto, and in it a fmall flower,

on which I imagined a bee was fitting ; but on pluck-

ing it I found, to my great furprize, that this fuppo-

fed bee, was a part of the fiower itfelf, reprefenting,

in the molt perfect manner, a bee fucking honey from
the plant.

Th e next day the wind proving fair we put to fea,

and about noon came to an anchor in the harbour of

Scio, where our vice-conful, who came to compli-

ment us on our arrival, made us an offer of his

houfe.

Th e vice-conful here performs that office for the

Englifh, Venetians, and Dutch ; for which the firft

pay him three hundred piaftres, the lecond one hun-
dred, and the third two hundred, per annum ; a re-

venue not at all too large, as he is obliged, not only

to maintain an interpreter and meflenger, but alfo to

make prefents to the Pafcha and Cadi, whenever he

has occafion to defire an audience of either. Here is

alfo a French conful, who takes care of the intereft of

that nation.

Th e
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Th e ifland of Scio, called alfo Chio, is certainly

©ne of the richeft, pleafanteft, moll fertile, and popu-
lous ifland of the whole Archipelago ; and niay there-

fore be Juftly confidered as the Paradife of the Greeks,

and merits the following eulogy of the celebrated

Neapolitan poet, Parthenius, Lib. VI. Nauticorum,

pag. 108.

Et me grata Chios^ cum Nereus ohjh-epit imd'is

Accipiat •, 7ioto facundos litore ar.iicos

Invifam \ 0, qui me ventus felicibus oris

Sijiat, £s? ingenti 'Telhiris protegat arm :

Ingenium me mite foli^ - me collis aprici

Profpe5ius, duicefque cavis i?2 vallihus umbr<f^

Ac tepida invitaiU aura^ Solefque benigni :

Nee non (sf placidi meres, ^ arnica viriim vis.

DoSia animos capere ojficiis \ 0, ft mihi vita^

Duce're^ qucd fi'pereji, alta hie fill pace liceret \

Some affirm, that this ifland contains fixty villages,

and one hundred and thirty thoufand inhabitants •,

though others mention only fifty-three villages, and

compute the number of it s habitants at one hundred

and twenty thoufand. But a perfon from whom I

received very confiderable favoiu's here, and who had

feen the lift which the Pafcha had caufed to be taken

of the inhabitants of the ifland, aiTured me that the

city did not contain above twenty thoufand, and all

the villages together very little more than thirty thou-

fand i and therefore fixty thoufand was the very ut-

moft it contained. He added, that the exad number
of villages was forty-two •, and the circumference of

the ifland about a hundred Italian miles.

It's ancient inhabitants, according to Strabo, had a

great naval force, v/ere excellent feamen, and long

maintained the independency of their republick. In

procefs of time the Genoefe became mafl:ers of this

ifland, but it is at prefent in the hands of the Turks.

In
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in the year 1694, the Venetian Admiral, Antonio

Zeno, drove the I'urks from it, in the fpace of five

days ; but the year following the Turks recovered it.

Their fleet, commanded by Mezomorto, having de-

feated the Venetians off the iHand of Spalmadori.

This iiland is. full of hills, abounds with quarries

of beautiful marble, and flrata of a kind of green earth

rcfembling verdigreafe, and called by the Turks earth

ofScio. The hills make a beautiful appearance, and

the valleys are covered with orange, lemon, olive,

mulberry, myrtle, and pomegranate trees, but affords

very little corn, being lupplied with that commodity,
flieep, black cattle, &c. from the continent. And
this want of corn and cattle, was one of the chief rea-

fons why the Chriftians could never keep poffeffion of

this ifland during a war w'lih the Turks.

In order to fupply this deficiency, and have a fure

footing in the Archipelago, Candia, and Morea, or

even the ifland of Nfgropont, muft be firft taken,

that a fupply of provifions may be fetched from thefe

iflands ; and then it would be no difficulty to keep the

iiland of Scio, which, notwithftanding it's intercourfe

with the continent, cannot always boaft of plenty,

very violent winds being frequent here, and, confe-

quently, the fmall veffels ufed in this trade cannot put

to fea.

The wine of Scio was famous among the Ancients,

as appears from feveral paffages in Horace and Virgil

;

the former, Lib. Epod. Od. IX. fays,

Capaciores affer huc^ puer^ fcyphos^

Et Chia vina, mit Lejlia.

And the latter, Ecclog. V. ver, 71.

Vina novum fundam calathis^ Aviiifia ne^ar.

Nor
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Nor has it to this day lofl; any thing of it's good-

nefs, being extremely pleafant and wholefome. It

is of a red colour, but not fo Ilrong as that of

Smyrna.
The grapes producing the nedar, formerly fo ce-

lebrated, Hill grow in a certain part of the ifland cal-

led by the Ancients Ariufia^ but at prefent Mejla.

Great quantities of turpentine are alfo made in this

ifland, and alfo of honey and wax.

Scio has a pretty confiderable trade, many of it's

products being exported to other parts, particularly

maftic. The tree which produces this gum is a

Ipecies of Lentifcus.

The bees are very fond of this tree, and extradl:

an exquifite honey from it's flowers. This honey

mixed with water and acidulated with the juice of

oranges or lemons, makes a moft: delicious liquor.

It is a common opinion that mafl:ic is not allowed

to be exported under very fevere penalties, being re-

ferved for the ufe of the Grand Signior and his fera-

glio. So that if any land is fold with mafliic trees

on it, the purchafer is obliged to engage to deliver to

the Emperor the quantity of maftic thefe trees pro-

duce, according to the eftimation of the Pafcha. And
the reafon given for this monopoly of the maftic is,

that the ladies of the feraglio continually chew it, to

keep their breath fweet, and preferve their gums.
This general notion, however, is not ftridly true.

At leaft the Grand Signior's order in this particular

is eluded feveral ways, the ofiicers here being very

dextrous at making their own advantage of this

commodity. In fliort, the greateft part of that fent

to the feraglio is only the refufe of the maftic, the

beft being fold to foreigners -, and I myfelf being at

one of the villages, the neighbourhood of which
abounds with trees of this kind, was ofi^ered a quantity

of very fine picked maftic.

But.
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But the greateft branch of trade in this iQand con-

fifts in filks, velvets, damafks, and other coftly fluffs;

alfo (lockings, purfes, &c. which are manufadlured

here, and exported to Egypt, Barbary, and other

countries. And when they have a bad feafon for filk,

the general quantity produced in this idand amount-
ing to about twenty-five, or thirty thoufand pound
weight, they import it from the neighbouring iflands.

The French often load their fhips here with wax
and honey. They alfo purchafe here wool, cheefe,

figs, &c. But the wine and oil made in the ifland,

the inhabitants keep for home confumption. Cotton

mull not be omitted here among the articles of com-
merce, their dimitty being equally good and cheap.

Our vice-conful fends many bales ot it to Holland,

as alfo of white cotton ftockings, which are generally

fold here at four paras, or four pence, a pair. The
very peafants wear them, though not the finefl fort.

And we muil obferve, that notwithftanding provi-

fions are brought, in general, from the continent, yet

the ifiand abounds in fowls, particularly in partrid-

ges •, and of thefe there would be Hill a greater plenty

did not the peafants take their eggs, and fell them in

the market at a good price.

The city of Scio is fituated in the center of the

eaftern coail of the ifland, and is not only the mod
beautiful in the whole Archipelago, but alfo the beft

for entertainment. It is pretty large, and was confi-

derably improved by the Genoefe, v/ho continued

long in poffeffion of it. The harbour, though not

the beft in the world, is frequented by all vefTels

trading to Conftantinople. It forms a kind of femi-

circle, and though there are tv/o light-houfes the en-

trance is both difficult and dangerous, occafioned by

the many funken rocks lying in the paflage.

The French conful's houfe is an elegant ftruc-

ture, and has a very beautiful garden. It was built

by the Capuchins and French mvchants who trade

to
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to the Levant. And accordingly, one wing of it is

occupied by the conliil, and the other by the Capu-

chins, who have alfo their cliurch here ; for fince the

Venetians loft the iHand, the Latins have been de-

prived of the publick exercife of their religion : their

church and convent formerly ftood in that part of the

city called Paleo Caftro •, but all that remains of it at

prefent is a fort of tower, which ferves them for a

fchool, the Pafcha having converted all the other parts

into a garden.

At fome diftance from this tower, in an adjacent

flreet, is a mofque, faid to have been formerly the

Dominican church, and near it is a large houfe,

which v;as originally a convent of that order, but

now occupied by a fon of the Kan of Tartary. On
the fronts of feveral houfes, are the arms of the ce-

lebrated family of Juftiniani -, though I was informed,

that moft of the prefent inhabitants have little claim

to that honour.

He r e is alfo a large building called the Convent^

within which is a fpacious court, having in the center

of it a fmall church. But the building, inftead of

ecclefiafticks, is inhabited by the loweft clafs of peo-

ple, who make it their bufinefs to fell goods of all

kinds, particularly embroidery.

Th e archbifhop of Scio, being the only dignitary

on this rich ifland, has a very confiderable revenue,

though five hundred piaftres are deducted from it, to

be fent to the Patriarch of Conftantinople. In the

city of Scio are between fixty and feventy Greek
churches, and all under the jurifdiclion of this pre-

late. He received me in a very grave but courteous

manner, and on his table lay a book written by the

Patriarch of Jerufalem, a divine celebrated for his

learning. It contained an account of all the Partri-

archates, and BiOiopricks in ditfcrent parts of the

eaft.

' Thoug"h
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Though the nobility of the Greeks is at prefent

of no manner of confequence, fo that it may truly

be laid ot them, that their wifdom is changed into ig-

norance, and their freedom into flavery, yet when-
ever they imagine theml'clves of noble defcent, they

ftill retain tliat vain pride, of not fiiffering their chil-

dren to marry into an inferior family. The Greek
nobility here confiils ot tv/enty-four families, divided

into three clalTes, of which the hril has only five fa-

milies, namely the Sevajiopoli^ the Cahocores^ the

Mufalla^ the Ralli^ and the Petrocochi \ and were a

defcendant of either of thofe famiHes to marry one of

lower clafs, he would be deteftcd by his parents.

But notwithftanding all this pride, the following

inftance will fhew in vvhat light they are confidered

by the Turks One evening while I was in Scio,

the Mufelhhy}^ or governor of the city, coming into

the houfe of a certain Latin, who gave an entertain-

ment, obliged feveral Greek women, and even fome
of the bed fafliion m the country, to dance with their

hufbands before him. But however indecent this or-

der v/as, there was no remonltrating againft it. And,
not being fatisfied with this mark of his power, he

ordered, at his going away, fome handful of paras to

be thrown among the company, and prefented the

handfomeft of them with fcquins.

With regard to the ignorance of the Greeks, the

following remarks will be fu.'licient to fl^ew that they

can no longer boaft of the wifdom and learning of

their anccitors.

The modern Greeks have feveral dialefts. Simeon
Cabafylas reckons feventy •, but thofe of Conftantino-

ple and Theflalonica are accounted the pureft •, while

that of Athens is the mod defedive : fuch are the

alterations produced by time. According to Ray-
mond Mortaner, French was the current language

in the Archipelago, about the end of the thirteenth

century.

Vol. I. R The
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The corruption of the ancient purity of the Greek

language, may be faid to have taken it's rife from

the conqueft of the Romans in Greece •, as Latin

words and phrafes came, by that means, to be mixed

with the Greek. And the natives themfelves in-

creafed the corruption of their language by fending

colonies to E.gypt, Syria, Italy, and Sicily. When
the feat of the empire was removed from Rome to

Byzantium, the Greek language received a (till greater

blow, the Latin being then the language of the court,

while the Greek was confined to the citizens and pea-

fants. Thus the akerarions which gradually crept in-

to this language are eafily accounted for -, efpecially

if we add the prodigious concourfe of fo many dif-

ferent .nations. I obferved even at Conftantinople,

that in the modern Greek language many words,

and even whole phrafes, are borrowed from the Turk-

ifh and Arabic.

Though the modern Greek differs fo greatly from

the ancient, yet the pronunciation, is very folt and

harmonious, the words ending generally v,'ith vowels,

like thofe of the Italian language •, but the latter has

more affinity with the Latin, than the modern Greek

has with the ancient.

In the year 1678, Simon Partius, in his grammar
dedicated to Cardinal Richheu, fully fhewed the great

difference between the ancient and modern Greek.

With regard to the poetry of the modern Greeks,

it is abfolutely deftitute of harmony. They indeed

number their fyllables, but have no regard to their

being either long or Ihort feet. They have alfo three

forts of verfes ; namely, lambicks of twelve fylla-

bles •, Trochaicks of fifteen •, and fome only of feven,

in imitation of Anacrcon.

Another reafon for the different diale<!^s ufed iiv

the feveral parts of Greece, was the want at unifor-

mity in their language, the fame word not every^

where conveying the fame idea. For a Theffahan would
ufe
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life a phrafe in a ferious fenfc, which a Thracian would

confider as an irony. In one part Turkiih and Italian

words are mixed with the Greek, and in another,

words uncierilood no where elfe. And this is one of

the greatefb realbns why the Greek patriarchs will

not allow the Scriptures to be tranflated into modern
Greek.

On the other hand, the burghers and peafants who
are ignorant of the ancient Greek, are by this means
deprived of the ufe of the Holy Scriptures. Whence
ignorance and it's concomitant fuperftition, have

fpread among them in a moft fhameful manner ; and

I was even informed that many of the clergy, and

even of the bifnops themfelves, do not underftand the

old Greek. And therefore ecclefiaftical ignorance

may be here confidered as in it's zenith.

And though there may be found a few defenders of

the modern Greek church, who endeavour to fow the

feeds of wifdom and learning among their brethren,

it is to no purpofe •, lo that the whole devotion of the

Greeks, at prefent, confifts in celebrating mafs, keep-

ing the falls and feftivals, and kilTing the papas

hands.

But notwithftanding this ignorance among the

modern Greeks of this ifland, Scio has produced fe-

veral eminent perfons •, as Ion, a tragick poet, Theo-
critus the fophift, and Leo Allatius. I omit Homer,
as the place of his birth is not abfolutely known.
Glaucus alfo, who makes a diilinguiiled figure among
the fculptors of antiquity, was a native of Scio.

T H E women of this illand are very fingular

in their drefs ; but handfome, genteel, and polite

in their behaviour, efpecially to ioreigners ; but not

fatisfied v/ith their natural complexion make ufe of

paint, which they ingenioufly lay on their face and

breaft.

Their general diverfions are finging, dancing,

and the like, which are no where more licentioudy

R 2 indulged
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indulged than at Scio-, and this has a confiderabie

weight in bringing girls oi'^ a lively difpofition hither

from the neighbouring iflands. I obferved, how-
ever, that the Greek women are more referved than

the Italian ; but not one fine day paiTed but I faw
great numbers of them going into the country on
parties ot pleafure. They were mounted on mules,

and ail without diftin^tion, carried their provifions

with them, for they eat their repaft on the fea-lliore,

and under the fnade of fome tree.

There is fomething diverting when two of theie

parties happen to meet ; for they always exchange
Iharp railleries and repartees with each other. But I

could not help oblerving, that there feems a defici-

ency of mien on this ifiand ; for in thefe parties there

are generally three girls to one youth.

And tor this reafon fuch parents as are defirous of

feeing their children fettled, efpecially if they are

people of fubftance, give larger portions to their

daughters than to their Ions. But half of this por-

tion generally confiils in cloaths, jewels, and fur-

niture.

Th e drefs of the wom.en of Scio, is very unbe-

coming. Tlieir fhift, which has prepofterous large

fleeves, reaches no higher than their breaft. Over
this they v/ear a gown, which alfo comes no higher

than the breafl:, and hangs no lower than the calf of

their leg, pofllbly to fliew their fine garters, which
are generally red ribbands neatly embroidered. They
wear over their flioulders a kind of mantelet made of

filk of different colours

Their ftockings are of cotton, exceeding fine

and white. On their heads they v^-ear a kind of tur-

ban of fine mullin, which they plait in fuch a man-
ner as to render it very becoming. No part of theiY

hair is feen, except a few locks over the ears. They
wear very large ear-rings, fet with pearls and jewels ;

and alfo pearl necklaces, or gold chains, about their

necks.
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necks. When tliey go to church, they cover their

breafts with a Iquare piece of white ditiiitty.

Having fccn the moft remarkable things in the

city, we vifitecl the caftle, carrying v/ith us the vicc-

conful's ian:5zary VvV were arrived at the fccond

door, wlien a peremptory meflage was Tent to us,

not to approach a ftcp farther, the governor being

afraid of the refcntment o[ the populous, who took

us for Ipies, and openly acculed us of being Ger-
mans, who did not travel to latisly our curiofity, but

to make remarks on the Ilrength or weaknefs of the

country, in order, when a proper opportunity oflrered,

to take advantage of thefe obfervaiions.

l^His cattle, which may be confidcred as a fmall

town, is encompalled with a good wall and broad

ditch. It has alfo leveral badions and handfome coun-

terscarps Hie Gcncele firlt ereded it, and while

they continued matters of the iQand, the perfons who
lived in it were called Catlelli, to ditiinguiili them
from the inhabitants of the city, itiled Borgefi, But

after it fell into the hands of the Turks, both the ca-

Itle and city have been confidcrably improved.

On the walls of the cattle are Itill the arms both of

Genoa and Venice -, and over one of the gates an in-

scription, but in part erafed by the Turks. I how-
ever, plainly faw the name of Syfucitro Valerio, Doge
of Venice, and alfo the year 1694, when the Vene-

tians made themfelves matters of this idand. Near

the above inlcription is a bafTo relievo of the lion of

St Mark The Turks on their taking Scio and it's

rattle, ridiculed the Venetians tor the expence they

had been at in fortifying this cattle, when they knew
it was impotTible to keep it, as they were not mafters

of the continent, from whence the inhabitants of

Scio fetch their provifions, as we have already

noticed.

It is faid that while the Venetians were mafters of

the iQand, there happened an extreme Icarcity of all

R 3 kind
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kind of provifions : and the perfons at the head of

affairs in Scio, in order to quiet the minds of the

people, gave out that the fhips with provifions were

failed for the iOand. A few days alter this report

fome fmall veffels arrived in the harbour, when the

univerfal cry was, " The fleet is arrived " But in-

ftead of provifions and military ftores, they landed

only a troop of loofe women, to the number of eight

hundred, whom the Venetian nobles had fent for, in

order to divert the populace from their riotous pro-

ceedings : though others think they were fent thither

to prevent the young Venetians from offering vio-

lence to the women of the country, which could nor

fail of rendering their government odious.

When the Turks recovered this ifland, the Greeks

threv/ the whole blame of Scio's being taken by the

Venetians on the Latins •, by which nieans the latter,

though really innocent, v/cre deprived ot their pri-

vileges, foiTie of the principal perfons among them

put to death, their goods confifcated, their churches

demolifhed, and the greateft part of them, together

with their bifhop, obliged to tly to the Morea •, from

whence, when the Venetians loll that place alfo, they

returned to Scio, by virtue of a firman obtained for

them by the Imperial ambaffador at the Ottoman

court, with permiffion to build a church. The altar-

piece of this ffrufture is decorated with an elegant

portrait of St Nicholas.

It is generally thought, that the Venetians would

have afted more for their intereft, had they content-

ed themfelves with pillaging the iPiand, as it was im-

poffible for them to keep it^ having no poffeflions on

the continent.

I SHALL now proceed to defcribe fome other places

delightfully fituated in this ifland. At a fmall di-

ftance from Scio is a beautiful plain feveral miles in

circumference, called // Campo. It is terminated on

one fide by hills of a confiderable height, and on tl e

other
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other by the fea. In this plain moft of the fubflan-

tial inhabitants of Scio have their country feats, fo

that it appears hke one continued plantation.

The houfes are none of the iargeft, but very beau-

tiful and convenient, with flat roofs, after the eafbern

manner. Thefe houfes are walled round, and from the

outer gate is a walk of trellis work covered with

vines, and fupported with ftone pillars, from an adja-

cent quarry.

At the end of this walk is a garden of about an

acre of land, planted with orange, lemon, cedar, and

other trees. Beyond this firft garden, which is com-
monly walled round, is another, planted with vines,

apple-trees, &c. We walked in feveral, and were

told, that fome of them were not purchafed under

eight or ten thoufand piafters. They are, however,

very profitable to the owner, who fells the fruit to

good advantage, efpecially the citrons, of which fome

gardens annually produce ten thoufand.

When the ifland is vifited with a peflilence, which

is not uncommon, thefe houfes are very conducive to

lelfen the terrible efFetfls of that diftemper, the people

retiring hither from the city ; and in time of health

and profperity, they are continually the fcenes of plea-

ilire and diverfion.

In our walk to this afiemblage of plantations, we
pafled through a village called Thymiana, near which,

on an eniinence, is a large convent. The houfes in

this and the neighbouring villages are built ot a fpecies

of hard Rone •, whereas in the other iflands of the Ar-

chipelago, the peafants houfes are only of wood or

clay. But we were informed, that thefe folid mate-

rials coft them very little, being dug from a quarry

not far horn thefe villages.

Near the fea-fide, at a little diftance from the

city, we faw a fmall church hewn in a rock ; and

were told that there were feveral fuch in the neii^Ii

bourhood.

R 4 Th e
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Th e largeft convent on the whole ifland lies about

two hours from the city, and is called Neamoni^ new
hermitage. It is fituated in a wild and lonely place,

but through fome chalms in the mountains has a view
of the fea, and fome parts of the city. And though
the foil is almoft one continued &ock, feveral adjacent

fpcts are cultivated. The convent appears like a large

village, having feveral flreets, in which each monk
has his particular cell.

The church is one of the mod elegant in the whole

Levant, decorated with a handfome ftceple, and in it

a large bell, which a mjcrchant purchafed in England,

and prefented it to the convent. The pavement is

very beautiful, confiding of marble and jafper, faid to

have been taken from the quarries for which this ifland

was once fo famous. Some parts of this pavement
confifts of inlaid work of different forts of ftones. The
ffrudure is built in the Gothic rafle, and the ceiling

adorned with Mofaic. The walls, and infide of the

dome, are painted in frefco ^ but not done by the

mod eminent hand. We were here diewn a protrait

of the emperor Conftantinus Monomachus, holding

in his right hand the figure of a church, and un-

der his ieet, in Greek letters, thefe words : Conjlan-

tinus Mcnomachiis Fabricator. On his left-hand was a

picture of the emprefs, with an infcription of the fame

import.

Near thefe pidlures were the portraits of three

monks, who fuperintended the building of the church,

with names of Niceta^ John^ and Jofeph. Thefe paint-

ings are in the modern tafie, but very badly executed.

Behind the partition, on which thefe paintings hang,

is a marble monument, in vv^hich the remains of thefe

three monks are depofitcd. They alio ihewed us,

with great reverence, a pifture of the Virgin Mary,-

accidentally found here, and which gave occafion to

the building of this church.

In



Afia Minor, tlie Archipelago, &c. 249

In the fan^um fanBcrum we were fiiewn a ftone

with a hole in ir, through which, according to tradi-

tion, fire ifilied and deftroyed a thief, who had found

means to break into the church during the night.

"While ue were viewing this miraculous ftone one of

the papas retired, and after drefTing himfelf in his ec-

clefiaftical robes, returned, and fliewed us feveral re-

licks, particularly a piece of the wood of the true

crofs, and the lamous finger of John the I'aptift.

The latter was very large, and well preferved, the

fieih being only a little dried. It was given into

our hands to kifs, and then locked up in a filvcr

cafket.

We here alfo faw feveral Greek manufcripts, par-

ticularly the Evangelifts, and Afls of the Apollles,

written in an ancient charafter on parchment. I had

been informed, that the Revelation in St John's own
hand writing was alfo depofited here, but could not

procure a fight of it. Whether it was not in the li-

brary, as fome told me, or whether they never fhew

it to ftrangers, as others pretended, I cannot fay ; but

if it be here, I wonder the Venetians, when they were

niafters of this ifland, did not carry it to Venice, and

they could then have boafted of having two capital

manufcripts -, namely, this ot St John, and the gofpel

written by St Mark, which they pretend to fliew to

travellers.

The library has not above one hundred books,

printed and manufcript, and thefe in a very bad con-

dition. Among the latter were the homilies of St

Chryfoftom, the works of St Bafil and St Gregory,

and fome of the gofpels, all written on parchment.

We were next fhewn the gardens, the cifterns, and

apartments belonging to the convent, all which were
extremely neat, and in excellent order. After this

the heads of the convent entertained us with all kinds

of fruit then in feafon.

This
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This convent is very rich; nay, fome pretend,

that the third part of the ifland belongs to it. The
number of rehgious amount to about two hundred,

fome are wholly employed in celebrating mafs, and

the reft take care of the cultivation of the land, for

the advantage of the convent ; and confequently, be-

come much more ufeful members of fociety than the

reclufes in the European cloyfter. This convent pays

annually a tax of htteen hundred rixdollars ; and even

this does not fatisfy the avarice of the Turks, who
knov/ing it's wealth, are always finding fome new
pretence for exactions.

After thanking the bifliop and the papas for their

courtefy, we took our leave, and purfued our journey

through feveral villages, as Daphnona, Berberato,

Charkios, &c. and foon after arrived at a place called

Selavia, built on one of the moft deliglittul fpots in

the whole ifland, having an extenfive profpedt over

the fea on one fide, and of the plain of il Campo on

the other.

Here alfo are feveral feats, and in one of the prin-

cipal, a fpring iffuing from a rock, and commonly
called the fountain of Selavia. This water is remark-

ably cool in fummer, and after being conveyed thro'

marble pipes into two fmall rivulets, it falls by a caf-

cade into a large bafon, from whence it is conveyed

to all the gardens in the neighbourhood. Here I met
with the following Greek infcription

:

H BO YAH KAI O A HMO 2

TAION lOTAION TAIOT YON KAI2APA
TON APXIEPEA KAI AYTOKPATOPA
KAI YHATON TO AEYTEPON
TON HATPiiNA TH2 HOAEnS APETH2

ENEKEN 0EOI2.

The houfe in which this fountain rifes belonged

formerly to a private perfon of the Latin church ; but

fince
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fince the expulfion ot the Venetians it has been appro-

priated to a mofque built without the city. During
the .fummer great numbers or people reibrt hither,

efpecially Turks, to recreate themJelves near this cool

and pleadint water. And the Chan of Tartary, who
is at prefent in exile here, often vifits it with the

Pafcha. It is generally believed here, that this was

the place where Helen, whofe beauty had fuch de-

ftruftive confequences in ancient times, ufed to bathe

herfelf.

At a little diftance lies a fmall village called Tho-
lopotum, which is the firft where the maftic is gather-

ed. At the entrance ftcod a Greek officer, to whom
all the Greeks pafling by, gave a number of paras by
way of toll. He made the fame demand en us, but

our janizary foon convinced him of his error, by in-

forming him, that we were not only Franks, but had

the Grand Signior's firman. His office is to fee, that

no maftic is carried out of the village. Beyond this

village we pafled through feveral woods of maftic-

trees, and faw among the neighbouring mountains,

feveral old caftles built by the Genoefe.

In the evening we arrived at a village called Pir-

ghi, where we took up our lodging. We were hard-

ly entered our inn 'before we were vifited by feveral

young men and women to dance before us ; and our

janizary took care we fliould meet with good enter-

tainment, while he himfelf was waited upon like a

prince. Thefe men are greatly refpefted, or rather

dreaded in fuch villages ; and we obferved, that while

he was eating every one ftrove who Ihould ferve him.

He did the peafants mufician the favour of giving him
fome of his provifions, an^ then did the fame by the

girls, who he afterwards made to pais in review before

us, v/hile he himfelf held the candle, that we might

have the fuller view of their faces,

Pi R GHi is a very pretty village, but the walls, with

which it is furrounded, now in a ruinous condition.

It
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It has alfo a caftle, which appears to have been built

by the Genoefe. This ftruftiire is a kind of large

jquare tower, with very thick walls, aind on the fides

four fmall redoubts, all built in the Gothic manner.

Few indeed ot the villages, at leaft thofe we faw, were

without fuch forts ; and the inhabitants, before the

iiland belonged to the Turks, uled to retire thither

with their effects, on any incurfion of the corfairs.

The lower part of the houfes in thefe villages are

chiefly of ftone, but the upper part of wood. This

village is remarkable for it's earthen ware.

After leaving this place we paffed over feveral

hills and plain?, and through feveral other villages,

and jnaftic groves, to Mefta, the principal place in

the Aricafian country, fo highly celebrated by the

Ancients for the ned:ar produced there. We made a

particular enquiry after it, but could procure only new
wine, which was far from being bad And a white,

and very lufcious wine, produced in this iiland, is ftili

called ne<5lar.

In our return tov/ards Pirghi we left the road to

vifit an old caflle built on the fea-coaft, being told

that there was in it a Hone with an ancient infcription.

But on our arrival, though we found over the door an

infcription, yet it was not what we expe6ted, being

of a very modern date. The fubftance of it was, that

in the fixteenth centry this caftle was built by one

Marcus Juftinianus. It is of the fame form with

thofe fmall caftles in the villages, and at prefent ferves

as a fhelter for fome fhepherds, who very hofpitably

offered us m.ilk to drink, there being no frefh v/ater

near it.

Not far from hence the fea forms a fmall bay, and

on the adjacent plain are the ruins of a temple, pro-

bably that of Apollo ; for Strabo fays, that this ftruc-

ture flood in the fouth part of the ifland. Here alfo

I met with the following infcription

:

$AINO-
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<1» A I N O M E N O I A r r E A A E T S
rnEP THZ TTNAIKOS BIITAS
THi: t&EIAOAEfl ©YrATPOi;

A P T E M i A I

This caftle is called Emporium •, and in various

places in the mountains we faw feveral towers built in

the lame iorm, erected probably for watchmen to ob-

lerve what veiieis were making tor the ifland.

At fome diftance from hence is a convent called

St Nicholas ; but it's external appearance did not in-

dicate that it boalted of it's riches. We alfo pafled

by feveral villages as Vono, Platia, Catara(5li, and
Nenita. The latter is one of the largcft in the whole
iOand, and about a mile from it is a mean chapel de-

dicated to St Michael, the patron of idiots. In the

village itfelt is a nunnery in which are ten reclufes i

who are permitted to go abroad, and even do forae

kinds of work, which I was very much furprized at.

But the papas with wliom we lodged told us, that

the convents here not being fo well endowed as in

Europe, this breach of the cloyftrial difcipline became
neceffary Thefe reclufes, liowever, when they go
out of the convent wear over their faces a black veil,

and their head-drefs, though in the fame form with

that worn by the other women, is alfo black. Exact-

ly at fun fct we heard the bell toll, that being the time

of prayer among the Greeks.

The next morning we paffed by the convent of Sc

George, a mean flructure, and therefore did not ex-

cite our curiofity to vifit it. On our right-hand we
faw one of the mafbic villages, called Calimoti. Elere

was another maftic officer, who made the fame de-

mand as the former, and uas as foon filenced by our

janizary.

At fome diftance from hence is the convent of St

Minas, an elegant ftrudure, and delightfully fituated

on



254 Travels through part of Europe,

on a hill, from whence there is an inchanring profpe6^

over the delicious plain of il Campo. We next vifited

a moft elegant garden, decorated with water-works and

fountains, belonging to the i-'afcha of Rhodes, lying

in the neighbourhood of tiie city of Scio.

In all the maftic villages the peafants are allowed

to wear a white turban, the maftic being fuppofed to

be collected for the ufe of the Grand Signior's Seraglio.

But when they enter the city they are obliged to wear

round it a blue ribband to diftlnguifh them from the

Turks.

Our next journey was to vifit a celebrated piece of

antiquity, called Homer's fchool. It lies about an

hour from Scio -, but as it is much eafier vifited by

water we hired a (loop for that purpofe. This fa-

mous antique is cut in a rock near the fea, and on the

declivity of mount Epos. In the center is a cube

hewn in the rock, with benches round it, which were

all formerly decorated with lions, but at prefent the

whole piece is greatly decayed, though fome traces of

lions in baflb relievo are ftill to be (ten. Some have

thought proper to call this rock by the name of Arith-

nia, adding, that a fibyl ufed to utter here her predidli-

ons. But a fibyl of Scio was never mentioned by the

Ancients. This tradition was, it feems, very current

at the time Mr Sandys was here, as may be feen in

his travels.

Leo Allatius, in his differtation on the birth-

place of Homer, fays, that the houfe of this poet is

ftill fliewn at Scio. And when we v/ere at VolifTo they

fhewed us, near the center of the nedlar country, at a

place ftill called Homer, the houfe where, they told

us, that great poet was born. But when we enquired

after it in the city of Scio, no perfon could give us

any information, though we had the good fortune to be

acquainted with a learned gentleman called Scilitz, and

one who had ftudied phyftck at Rome, on a founda-

tion
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tion fettled there, by Leo Allatius, a native of Scio,

for two young Greeks.

Near Homer's fchool is a fpring of excellent wa*

ter, and finely adorned by a Pafcha. In our return

we faw fcveral fiHiing-boats, and as the Greeks have,

like the Latins, their days of abftinence, when they

eat only fifh, it is here extravagantly dear. On this

occafion alfo the janizaries acl like petty tyrants, not

permitting any to fifh but for their advantage -, and
accordingly fuffer no perfon to keep nets but them-

felvcs ; and when fifh, or any other kind of provifions

are brought from the continent, they purchafe the

whole •, fo that the people are obliged to buy what
they want at their own price ; by which means every

thing at Scio is extravagantly dear.

Before I leave Scio I fliall beg leave to make
the three following obfervations. The firfl is v,'ith re-

gard to their figs : they colle6l about May or June a

number of wild figs, and faften them to the branches

of domeflick fig trees, that the fmall fiy bred in

thefe figs may fettle on the domeftick, and depofite

their eggs in them, by which means they ripen much
better than they otherwife would.

The fecond regards the funerals of the Turks.

When a Turk of any rank is to be interred, the corps

is preceded by an iman or nuelfim, finging fome ici\-

tences of the Koran •, a cuflom I never obferved in

any other part ot the Ottoman dominions ; and pofii-

bly the Turks have here adopted it in imitation of the

Greeks.

Thirdly, Both men and women ride on mules,

with both their legs hanging on the right fide of the

bealt ; whereas in the adjacent ifland of Mitelene, the

women ride in the fame manner as in Europe.

During our (lay at Scio, we paid a vifit to the

exiled Chan of Tartary, who lofl the favour of the

Porte, for fpeaking the truth ; for being firmly in tlie

intercll of Charles XII. of Sweden, he ftrongly op-

pofed
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pofcd a peace. And when Peter the Great was

obliged at the river Pruth to fue for Peace, he

commanded in chief as Chan, or prince of the Tar-

tars, and infilled in the council of war, that they had

then an opportunity of deftroying the whole Ruf-

fian army, and taking the Czar himfelf prifoner.

But the Grand Vizier being bribed, (though the Chan
never would believe it) was of a different opinion.

Indeed the martial difpofition of this Chan, is the prin-

cipal reafon why he has not been fullered to re-afcend

the throne of Tartary, both the Grand Signior and
Vizier being inclined to peace.

This Chan, when we vifited him, was about fixty

years of age, low of flature, and a long grey beard,

which gave him a venerable afpe6l -, though in other

refpefts, he had nothing noble in his appearance ; but

this was abundantly compenfated by the goodnefs of

his temper. He was remarkably fond of the Franks,

and at the fame time very inquifitive about what was

tranfa6ling in the w^orld : and appeared to me not to

be totally ignorant of the interefl of different princes.

He had four wives, one of which was a CircafTian

princels, who had borne him thirty-two children.

He had alfo then three brothers living, one of whom
he had taken as his partner in the throne, but Vv^as af-

terwards banifhed to Sehbrea, a town of Thracia, fi-

tuated on the fea of Marmora. The fecond was now
in pofTefTion of the throne, and the third refided in

Circaflia.

These Chans are fupreme fovereigns of lelTer Tar-

tary, or the country of Crimea, anciently known by

the name of Taurica Cherfonefus. The capital is cal-

led Baciiiary, which our maps erroneouHy place above a

day'sjourney froin the fea, whereas it is only four miles.

They are» tributary to the Grand Signior, and in time

of war mufl attend him with a body of forces. He can

alfo depofe them, but mufl fill the throne with another

of the reigning family 5 becaufe in cafe of failure in

the
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the Ottoman branch, one of this family fucceeds to

the Turkifli empire •, and they even confider them-

felves more ancient and noble than the imperial line.

Th e Chan, of whom J am now Ipeaking, was firil

baniflied to the illand of Rhodes •, but in time obtain-

ed leave to exchange it for Scio, the chmate agreeing

better with his conilitution, and, at the fame timcj

he was nearer the court.

The Grand Signior allows him four hundred and

feventeen piafters per month, from the cuftom-houfe

of Smyrna; and three thou fand per annum from that

of Conftantinople. He alfo receives the revenue of

feveral family eftates belonging to him ; and feveral

great men fend him prefents of coftee, rice, &c. flat-

tering themfelves that he wilf be one day reftored to

his dignity, when they fliall receive a large return for

their fiende^ kindnelfes to him in his misfortunes.

Besides his children who live with him at Scio,

he has another fon, commonly called Dheli SuUan^ or,

the unfortunate prince ; >an account of his revolting

againft the Grand Signior, in which at firft every thing

-Wore a favourable afped ; for I was told he was then

able to meet his enemy, and became very formidable

to the Ruffians, and from thence firit incurred the dif-

pleafure of the court, left his incurfions into the Czar's

dominions, might caufe a general war : and the fuffer-

ings of the father have not been mitigated by this indif-

cretion ol his fon.

Being introduced to the Chan by two Greek noble-

men of our acquaintance, and who alfo performed the

office of interpreters, we found him in a fummer-
houfe without the town. He was dreffed in two robes,

one over the other, both hned with fur, and on his

head he wore a cap of black fox fl<in. He was fitting

on his fofa, in one corner of the room, whiclv,as I have

already noted, in the moft convenient place, the body
rciline; between two walls.D

Vol. I, S Oun
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Our Greek friends, at their entrance, kified his

robe, and we made him three very low bows, on
which he faid to us, Ofgeldt^ you are welcome ; and

at the fame time ordered two cufliions to be brought,

that we might fit according to our own fafliion, but

the Greeks fat down on the carpet, in the Turkifli

manner.

Af t e r thefe ceremonies the Chan aflced us, What
countrymen we were, and the intention of our tra-

velling into thefe countries ? He afterwards enquired

concerning the ftate of affairs in Europe •, on which
the French conful, (ferioufly requefting me not to

contradid him) fpoke very highly of his matter.

But this is the cuftom of the French in every part of

the Turkifh dominions, in order to fpread the moil
advantageous reports of tjie actions of his country-

men, hardly talking of any thing but the conquefls

continually making of the emperor of the French, as

they are pleafed to iiile him ; hoping to make the

Turks believe, that their matter carries all before

him, and being intimidated by this pretended omni-
potence of their king, they may be more favourable to

the French in any negotiations or difputes that may
occafionally happen.

Th e Chan treated us very courteouQy, with fweet-

meats, coffee, fherbet, rofe -water, and perfumes

:

and when we took our leave of him, with the fame
ceremonies as we entered, he defired to fee us again

in the afternoon. Accordingly we did not fail to

wait upon him, and on being informed, that 1 had

been fent by the States-General to acquh-e a true

knowledge of the eattern nations, and underftand

their feveral languages, he faid he could not conceive

what advantage fuch knowledge could produce to a

ftate, unlefs it intended to tranfplant into their owri

nation what they found valuable in any other.

Aft E R being entertained as before in the morning,

we took our leave, when he told us, in the moft

obliging
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obliging manner, that as an acquaintance was now be-

gun, whenever we travelled in the country where he

refided, he hoped we would pay him a vitit, without

waiting for an invitation. He alfo defired our names,

and country in writing, which, it feems, is his cu-

ftom with regard to all Europeans, whole company
has been agreeable to him. And at the fame time

aflced us, it we would nor, before our departure, be

fo kind as to pay a- vifit to his fecond fon, who was
very fond of geography, and had collefled a great

number of maps, which we promifed him, and per-

formed it the very next day.

We tound this young prince alfo at his country-fear.

He was about thirty years of age, well fhaped, his

air very graceful, and the deportment remarkably

amiable. He was very fond of the fciences, particu-

larly Natural Philofophy, and ftudied that of Aver-
roes, being a perfect mafter of the Arabick lan-

guage.

THi.^^arfnce having commanded a flying camp of

twenty thoufand Tartars under his father, Ihewed us

feveral maps of countries, drawn with his own hand,

and afked feveral judicious queilions with regard to

the European countries, and their fettlements in both

the Indies -, queftions which indeed furprized me, for

I did not fufpedl that he had the leall idea of our co-

lonies. He had, alfo, like a true virtuofo, a fine mu-
leum well furniflied with curiofities natural and arti-

ficial

Wh I le we continued in Scio we were informed of

two melanchoUy events that had lately happened in

that ill and. The firft related to a Francifcan monk,
who during the delirium of a fever Jiad abjured his

faith, and profefled Mahometanifm •, but on the re-

turn of his reafon he afned lor his breviary^ and be-

ing told that his ficknefs had proved very fortunate,

as it had induced him to become a Mahom.etan. He
denied the fa6l with horror •, and as he could not by

S 2 any
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any means be brought to conform to what he had pro-

mired during his dehrium, his head was ftruck off

The fecond was more remarkable, and related to

two monks of the fame order, who, in their fenfes

had embraced the Turkifli faith, imagining that by
the help of a fmall knowledge in phyfick they could

not fail of making their fortunes at the Ottoman court.

One of them took a voyage to the ifland ot Candia, and

perfuaded himfelf that he had difcovered a filver mine
under the caftle. This coming to the Pafcha's ear, and

being apprehenfive the caftle might be deflroyed, he

caufed the pretended phyfician to be feized, and with

fome flones taken from the mountain on which the

eaftle was built, and near the fpot where he faid he

had difcovered veins of filver, put him on board a

tartan, ordering the mafter to deliver him to the

Grand Vizier at Conftantinople. The apoftate monk
now began to quefl:ion the reality of his fuppofed dif-

covery, and knowing that death would abfolutely be

the reward of his impofture, pafTionately requefted

the mafter of the tartan to fet him on ihore •, but

this the captain peremptorily denied ; which threw
him into fuch delpair, that one evening he ftabbed

himfelf with a knife, and at the fame time leaped

overboard. Such are the ufual confequences of feek-

ing wealth by the deteftable method of apoftacy.

CHAP. XVII.

Voyage from S c i o to Rhodes.

WE departed from Scio with a fair wind at north,

and had foon a view of the coaft of the conti-

nent, generally called the White Land -, but the moun-
tains are neither fo high nor rocky as tliofe of Scio,

where
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Asdiere it is a common faying. That God, at the crea-

tion of the world, threw all the rocks of the conti-

nent into the Tea, and of thefe the ifland of Scio was

lormed.

In pafTing through the channel of Scio, we viewed

with great pieafure, on our right hand, the popu-

lous, fertile, and delightful coafc of that ifland, the

hills and vallies being covered v/ith vineyards and

gardens, which exhibit a fufficient proof, of the hap-

pinefs refulting from human induftry, under a rational

liberty, having here turned rocks and deferts into a

terrefcrial paradile ; while by the fupprefihon ot that

freedom, and the imipofitions on which the great mo-
narchies of the v/orld found their grandeur, the mod
exuberant countries are rendered a barren wafle. On
our left hand was the coall of Erythra:, formerly fa

famous and fertile, but now al.mott totally torfakcn.

It has ftill a fmall harbour called Gefme, or Cefchme,

thought to be the antjent Erythn^, and where there

are ftill fome remains of a temple.

In the mean time I plainly perceived this part of

the continent to be a peninliiki for we foon came
oppofite to a large bay, in a low level country •, be-

yond which we had a diftant view of the fnowy

m.ountains of Smyrna, extending towards the city of

Manalna, or Magncfia ad Sipylum. This bay is at

prefent called Sigafgik, from a fmall town of that

name in the bottom of it, and faid to be only five

or fix hours from Smyrna. Poffibly it is built near^

or on the fite of the ancient Colaphon.

Near the fliore of this bay, I diflinguifhed a

town of a. tolerable appearance, and a few villages

fcattered about the country. This town brought to

my remembrance the ancient Thios, of which pro-

bably this is the remains ; for it certainly flood there-

abouts.

We had alfo a view of the coaft of Ephefus,

where the river Cayfter difcharges itfelf into the fea.

S
3

Wc
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We alfo met a Turkifii man of war, and fav/ another

lying at anchor off Scio. Thefe, with three others,

were criufing in the Archipelago for protecling the

trade of the Greeks and Turks, againfb the depreda-

tions of the Maltcfe, and pirates, who with their

fcamparicas, or galHots, had, for fome time, infefled

thefe feas, to the great detriment of commerce.
We next came between the illands of Sambos and

Nicaria. This channel is called the great Boiigas, to

diflinguifh it from the fmall Bougas, or the pafiage

between the ifland of Samos, and the continent : The
word Bougas fignifying a channel or narrow paflage.

Our rais, or captain, while we were in the great Bou-
gas, feemed very anxious, left a Makefe galley, or

fome pirate, might lie concealed behind fom^e of the

great rocks, which is, it feems, not unufual. The
greateft of thefe recks is called Calimios, and affords

plenty of frefli water and herbage, fo that the fnep-

herds of the neighbouring idand often tranfport their

cattle thither.

The wind continuing fair, foon brought us to

Stanchio, antiently calleci Cos, an illand and town fa-

mous ior being the native place of Hippocrates and

Apelles; and they pretend ftill to fnew the houfe of

t'le former. This iiland, which in fonie maps is alfo

called Lango, lies about thirty miles from the conti-

nent, and is about forty in circuit. At firfb the land

appears low, but rifcs as you approach it, and at laft

exhibits the appearance of a mountainous country.

The modern name of Stanchio, or Iftenkioi, is

thought to be a corruption of the antient nam^e of

Cos, the modern Greeks inftead of sk rrj xuou, call

it, ior fliortnefs, owco.'?, or Iftenkioi, and from hence

the word Stanehio is formed •, as Stamboul, the pre-

fent name of Conftantinople, is formed from iU T>Iy

Ho'au', inftcad of which the Greeks ufed to fay o^TroAiv,

or Steppolin, which the Turks corruptly form^ed

into Stamboul,

This
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This ifland exhibits an agreeable appearance, par-

ticularly the large lemon groves, with which the

plains near the fea is covered ; but is not to be com-
pared with the profpeft of Scio.

On our arrival at the town, which is ftill furround-

ed with a wall, and the houics built of ftone, Vv^e firil

vifited the famous plantain tree. It grows on a plain,

near a mofque and fountain, the trunk fo large that

I could not clafp it with my arms at four times, and
it's branches extend to fuch a diftance, that they are

lupported by a great number of pillars.

Mere is always a great concourfe of people,

who during the fummer heats enjoy a delightful

ihade, and fpend their time in drinking coffee and-

fmoakins tobacco : and our Turkifh companions
thought proper to fpend the night here.

Vv E next walked out of the town to a place called

Poekra, and according to tradition the habitation of

Hippocrates, who was called by this name in their

language, the memory of that great fatiicr of phyfic

being ftil! preferved in tliis ifland. But the houfe

faid to have been inhabited by that venerable prince

of the healing art, is now turned into a mofque
On the fea-lhore, adjoining to the town of Stanchio

is an old caflle, with a wall and moat. The arms ot

the Chriftians, flill to be feen in the wall, favour a

conjediure that it was built by the Genoefc, and fome
cannon arc ftill mounted on the ramparts ; but we
were not permitted to enter it, which certainly could

not be o^^ing to a fear o\ our making any dangerous

difcoveries, unlefs their fcandalous negligence in fut^

fering every ftru6lure of this kind to fall into ruins.

In 1603, this cal"i:le made a vigorous defence a-

gainft the gallies of Malta.; after which the knights

of Rhodes were for fome time mafters of it j and ac-

cordingly over the caftle gate, and in feveral other

places, the arms of St John are flill to be feen. The
harbour will admit only veflels of fmall burden,

'S 4 iarg*
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large fhips lying in the road, Avhere there is good an-

chorage.

Without the town walls is a kind of fuburb,.

nearly equal to the town itfelf. It is furrounded by
orange and lemon groves, the fruits of which forms
the principal trade of the iQand, great quantities be-

ing fent to Conftantinople and other parts. In an ex-
curfion I made into the country, 1 found the foil

tolerably good, and v/ell v>'atered.

I WAS informed that the ifland has four fmall towns
with their caftles, as Stanchio or Cos, already men-
tioned, Andimefia, Pili, and Ccphalos •, befidcs fe-

veral villages.

The inhabitants confifb of Greeks, Jev/s, and
Turks. There are about ten families oi Jews all

creditable perfons, and have their fynagogue ; but the

Greeks being the natural, and, at the lame time, the

moft numerous, are faid to have eighteen churches ;

but moft of them very old and fmall. I entered into

converfation with fome of the Greek papas, but their

ignorance was fo great, that I could obtain no fort of
information,

Ther e are alfo a sireat many Turks on the ifland,

but the greateft part of them Wv^. in the town ot Stan-

chio, where the Pafcha of the ifiand alfo refides. We
waited on him, and were received in a very courteous;

manner, though he had raifed himfelf purely by his

military accomplifhments He has a very beautitui

palace near the fea-fide, built in the European tafte,

with a charming garden, decorated with elegant foun-

tains. This Pafcha lately fignalized himfelf by tak-

ing four fcamparias with their crews ; two of thefe

fhips had been burnt, but the other two frill lay be-

fore his door, as monuments of his fuccefs. The
crews, being young men of feveral nations, were'

chained, and fent on board the galiies, but the com-
manders fent to court, where they were put to

death.

The
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The Pafcha was pleafed to fay, that as there was
no European conful on the ifland he would aft as

conful-general, and that we might depend on his in-

terefting himfelf in any thing that tended to promote
either our fafety or conveniency. Near the gate of
this worthy Pafcha, I faw the fragment of a marble
pillar, and on it thclc words ;

0OTPIA AETKIOr
H KM A M M I A S P H M A I A

X AIPE

And at the entrance of the tovvn from the harbour,

I found the following infcription.

A BOTAA KAI O AAMOS
T H 2 A A M- n P O T A T li Z
KXIII2N nn AEn^ eteimasen
KATA TA nOAEITTGENTA
rno APXoNToz
^^APKOT ATP APIS T I 12 N 02
K02M0T nor
n 2AAAOT2TION
XEMnPHNION OTIKTOPA
TONKPATIZTON
EnAPXON BEIKOTAHN
HTEMONA KAI AOTKHNAPION
SAPAONIAS TH2 EOinASAN
©AAASSAN H THS AMENON
EIPHNHN 2:METEZ0Y£IAS
SIAHPOT AOTKHNAPION
TOT SEBASTOT
nONTOT KAI BEI0TNIAS.

Leaving the ifland of Stanchio, we failed, with

a fair wind by feveral iflands or rather rocks, as Galy,

or Gali, which is uninhabited, Nizari, on which are

feveral villages, Simio, &:c.

Nizari
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NiZARi is famous for having the befb divers in

the whole Archipelago. Nor is this at all to be won-

dered at ; for when a rich man intends to marry his

daughter, he appoints a certain day, when all the

young men in the iiland, difpofed to marry, repair to

the fea-fide, where they ftrip themfelves in the pre-

fence of the father and his daughter, and doubtlefs a

great number of fpeftators, throw themfelves into

the fea, and begin cliving : and he who goes deepeft

into the fea, and remains longeft under water, ob-

tains the lady. This cuftom had doubtlefs it's rife

from the common occupation of thefe people, for

they principally live by the fponges they pluck from

the rocks at the bottom of the fea. They are alfo"

obliged to furnifh a certain quantity of fponge to the

Grand Signior. Thevenot relates the fame cuftom,

which he fays prevailed in the ifland Nicaria, but he

was miftaken in the name.

On the left hand lies the ifland of Simio or Simid,

about eighteen miles in circumference The divers

here fhould naturally equal thofe cf Nizari, the fame

cuftom being obferved here ; nor is a young man al-

lowed to marry 'till he can dive twenty fathom, and

remain under water a certain time. On this ifland is

alfo a caftle built by the Chriftians, who are faid for-

merly to have had fix churches.

Here the fimbeguirs are built. They are a kind

of boats, very light, and have generally nine benches

for rowers, and make fuch way, either with fails or

oars, that no fliip whatever can come up with them -,

a circumftance that has rendered them highly valuable,

it being very extraordinary for any of them to fall in-

to the hands of pirates. The failors who navigate

them are alfo fo thoroughly acquainted with the coaft,

that on any appearance of foul weather, they are

never at a lofs tor fhelter. In the fummer time thefe

boats are ufed for fifhing, or carrying goods and paf-

fengers from one ifland to another : but in the winter

they
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they are laid up among the rocks, the inhabitants fub-

fifting on what they have gained in the fummcr.

After pafTing by this iiland we entered the chan-

nel of Rhodes, and failed by a caftle built on a high

mountain, and called by fome Palaio Caflro, and by
others Vecchio Rhodus, and foon after fafely arrived

in the harbour.

This harbour appears, from feveral marks, to have

been made by the Chriftians : it is circular, and the

ihips lie fafe from all winds It's entrnnce is defend-

ed by two caftles, whofe walls are of a Gothick archi-

tedure, one of them very neat, and by the lurks called

Arab Kulleft., the Arabian Caftle, from a falfe fuppo-

fition that it was built by an Arabian, there being,

on every fide, a ftone containing the arms of the

knights of Rhodes •, fo that there is very little proba-

lity of it's being a TurkiQi v/ork.

Near thefe caftles are alfo fome batteries mounted
with large brafs cannon, and on one of them the

image of St John. At the bottom of the harbour,

and in the center of it, are two bulwarks, which form

a great part of the wall, and according to the infcrip-

tion were built by the Grand Mafter d'Aubuffon,

In this harbour we found two armed gallies; and I

v/as told, that when the commander of them is pro-

prietor of any lands here, the crew are obliged to

plow it \ and on fuch occafions very ancient coins and

medals have been often found.

At the foot of the wall inclofing the harbour is a

large wharf, which, befides it's utility, has a very

handfome appearance -, and farther tov/ards the town,

is a particular dock tor fmall veilels ; but as no care

is taken to cleanfe it trom the mud, it will be foon

unferviceable. It is defended by a fquare tort built

of (tone, and furrounded by a wall, which defends it

from the fqualls coming from the hills, and are here

prodigiouCy violent.

Some
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SoM E fay, that on this fpot the celebrated Colollus

of Rhodes formerly flood, and from whence the in-

habitants of this ifland were called Coloffians, and to

whom lome learned men think St Paul's epiflle to

the Coloffians was addreifed. Though others rather

tliink, that flupendous flatue Hood at the mouth or

the iirft harbour, and that on it's being thrown down
by an earthquake the inhabitants were deterred by an

oracle from replacing it in it's former pofition.

Near the iirft harbour is ftill a fpacious bay, near-

ly refembling a harbour, and where the rocks them-

felves are fo difpofed, as ro prove an excellent defence

againft the waves, and only wants a fufficient depth

of water to make it a better harbour than the other.

Directly oppofite to the idand oi Rhodes, on

the continent, is ftill a large harbour called Marmora,

from whence pafiengers from thele iflands may reach

Smyrna in five or. fix days.

At my firft landing at Rhodes I found on a piece

of marble belonging to a well the iollowing inlcrip-

tion.

AM^IAOXOr TOT AAAFOT nONTXlPEIiS
HKEI KAI NEIAOT nPOXOASKAI

EnESXATaN IN... O..

TEXNA2 AM^>IAOXOIO META KAEX22
EA^OlTilN A... I...

I WAS informed by a Jew, to whom I was recom-

mended, that only Turks and Jews are permitted to

live in the city, which is the caufe it is fo remarkably

thin of inhabitants. It has about a hundred Jewifla

families, who have two fynagogues -, and with regard

to the moft ancient, which we were permitted to fee,

they very confidently tell this legendary tale. When,
Solyman II. firft conquered the city he turned this fy-

nagogue into a ftable, but all the horfes put into it

languilhed and died. At laft a certain Jew, by a

Piebrew
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Hebrew infcription, accidently difcovered that the

place had been a fynagogue, and made it known to

the emperor, who concluding that this was the caufe

oi the extraordinary mortality among his horfes, made
a grant ot this ilrudure to the Jews, and per^nitted

them to return to their habitations in the city.

Th e inand oF Rhodes, by Fliny called the beauti-

ful^ has been known by leveral names, as Ophiufa,

from the multitude of fnakes that intefted it, to the

great detriment of the inhabitants. After being clear-

ed from thefe venemous reptiles it was called Stadia,

or defert. The next name ot this ifland was Afteria,

either from king Aderius, or becaiife the ifland at a

diftance has the appearance ol a ftar. Some alfo cal-

led it iEthrcea, from the conftant purity and clearnefs

of the air, the fun being hardly ever obfcured during

the whole day.

Pliny and Strabo alfo mention the names of Tel-

chinis, Trenacria, Corymbia, PoelTa, Atabiria, Ma-
caria, and Oloefla, at laft it was called Rhodes, under

which the ifland has made fome figure in hiftory, and

is derived from the Greek word poJ'o?, a rofc, either

becaufe it abounded with that flower, or becaufc a

rofe was found in laying the foundation of it's capital

city.

The ancient arms of Rhodes is faid to have been

the bloffom of a pomegranate, from the great quanti-

ties of them ufed in dying their wool ; and it is obfer-

ved of other Grecian cities, that in order to perpe-

tuate any thing prod unlive of honour or profit, their

inhabitants endeavoured to perpetuate it by medals.

Thus the city of Tyre had a fifn in it's arms, it being

from a particular fpccies of fhell-fifh that they procu-

red their celebrated purple.

The origin of the inhabitants of Rhodes is uncer-

tain-, though fome are of opinion, that the ifland was

iirft peopled by the defendants of Dodanim, the

fourth fon of Javan j both the Septuagiat and Samari-

tan
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tan tranQation of the Pentateuch, inilead of Dock-

nim, always fay Rodanim, and by which the Greeks

ahvays underftood the Rhodians •, though fome anci-

ent hiftorians mention other inhabitants of this iiland,

prior to thofe mentioned above. But all agree, that

after the Trojan war, the Dorians made themfelves

mailers of it, and expelled the ancient inhabitants •,

and hence the Dorian accent was afterwards ufed by

the Rhodians.

In the year 1308 the emperor Emanuel, on the

expulfion of the knights from St John d'Acri, made
them a grant of this ifland, which they continued ma-
fters of 'till the year 1522, when, after a glorious re-

fiftance, the grand matter Villiers was obliged to fur-

render it to Solyman 11. on which the knights retired

firft to Candia, and from thence to Sicily, where tliey

continued 'till the year -1530, when Charles V. gave

them the ifland of Malta.

Th e air of Rhodes excels that of any other place

in the Archipelago. It has alio an affluence of all

kinds of provifions, except corn, which they are obli-

ged to fetch from the continent,

Th e wine of Rhodes was formerly in fuch repute,

that the Romans, when the ifland firft fell into their

hands, ufed it only in their facrifices, efbeeming it too

generous and exquifite for common ufe ; and' thus

the prieflis had the greateil fhare of it, fo that Virgil

fays,

Non ego te, menfis i^ Dits accepta fecundis,

'Tranjierimy Rhodia, ^sf tumidis, bumajte racemis.

Georg. Lib. II. ver. 10 r.

It's wine is ftill excellent, and proper for the table,

when a little diluted •, but the red greatly exceeds the

white, and the beft is made by the Jews.

This ifland is far from being well peopled, and

the Greeks are poor and indigent, efpecially thofe who
live
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live at a difcance from the capital ; though the ifland

produces fiik, wax, honey, oil, &c. fufficient for it's

inhabitants ; alfo pine-trees for building. Here is

alfo a fpring of fuch excellent water, that gallies are

fent from Conftantinople to fetch it.

The city of Rhodes (till exhibits a proof of the

opulence ot the knights of the order of St John, who
now refide in the iQand ot Malta, and were tranfplan-

ted hither from Ptolemais, which they called St John
d'Acca, now d'Acri. This city they repaired and

fortified with great fplendor and ftrength, according

to the manner of thofe times ; and the city of Rhodes,

by it's fortifications and batteries, is ftill one of the

ftrongeft fortrefles in all the Grand Signior's domi-
nions.

The knights are faid firft to have pitched their

camp on an eminence in the neighbourhood of Rhodes,

called (piXisor,y.ov, and ftill termed by failors Rhodo

Vecchio^ 'till the city ot Rhodes, with it's fuperb pa-

laces, and fuperb fortifications, was finifhed for their

reception.

All the buildings that belong'd to the order are

uniform -, the houfes have all the arms of the knights

in their front, and on the walls of the city are thofe of

the Grand Matter, efpecially the arms belonging to

the great d'Aubuffon, and the cardinal of that name.

I allb obferved over the doors ot a ruined church, de-

dicated to our lady of vidory, two infcriptions ; one

in Latin, and very legible, the other in Greek, but fo

greatly ^rafed, that hardly a letter could be diftinguifli-

ed. The Latin is as tollows :

OB INSIGNEM VICTORIAMDETURCIS
E COELO RHODIIS DEMISSAM

ECCLESIAM S. MARIAE DE VICTORIA
F. PETRUS D'AVBVSSON

MAGISTER VICTOR EREXIT MCCCLXXX.
AB INCARN. TO. CHRISTO. VI R. AUGUST.

This
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Th I s inrcription was made on account of the above-

mentioned Grand Mafter's defending the city for three

months with fuch conduft and bravery, that the Turks
We obHged to retire, after lofing thirty thoufmd men.
Between thefe two doors is another infcription to the

fame purpofe, v.ith a bafib rcHevo, reprefenting this

celebrated defence, and above it the Grand Mailer's

arms.

On turning on the left-hand from the harbour you
enter the principal and moft beautiful flreet in the

whole city, and called the knight's ftreet ; and here

the principal of them refided, as is evident from their

arms ftill on the houfes. On the right-hand is a large

building, having on it's wails the arms of France, and

thofe of the Grand Mafter, and other knights ; and

at fome diftance on the left, a houfe decorated with

the arms of Spain, Naples, Portugal, and Sicily.

In this ftreet was the arfenal of the order, and is

ftill applied by the Turks to the fame ufe : but we
were fo cautious as not to look into it, that we might
avoid all fufpicion, and the rapacious exactions of the

Turks. At the end of the flreet was the Lazaretta

of the order, but now abandoned. We obferved on
the doors feveral beautiful pieces of fculpture, and

among others a baffo relievo of our Saviour. But all

the doors I faw of this kind belonging to the ancient

buildings of Rhodes, though all of cyprefs, yet by

length of time, and the malice of the Turks, are re-

markably defaced.

Beyond the Lazaretta is a large portico, where

anciently the perfons of note ufed to meet, as now on
the Broglio at Venice : and on the left-hand is the

church of St John, built upon pillars ; but never fa-

mous for it*s beauty. It is now turned into a mofque.

There are feveral other churches in the city of Rhodes^

fome of which are now ufed as mofques, and others

tumbling into ruins^

Among
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Among other affediing objeds is a burying-groimd

before a ruined church, where the earth is lb tar wafh-

cd away, that numbers of bones, and even entire fke-

letons of the dead, are wholly uncovered •, and in fe-

vcral places legs and arms are vifible above the lurtace

ot the ground.

Not far from hence, on the left-hand, you enter

the court of a large llrudture, formerly the Grand
Mailer's palace, and the citadel of Rhodes. It was

furrounded by three moats, and fortified by ftrong

Walls, and outworks, on which were planted a great

ftumher of cannon In this ftrufture the Chan of

Tartary, we mentioned at Scio, refided.

In this court, and alio before the palace, are feve-

ral iiibterraneous apartments, hewn in a rock -, they

were made by the knights for granaries, that they

might be able to fupport a long ficge. They ilill

ferve for the fame ufe, and are the conftant refource,

in cafe of any deficiency, in the fupply received trom

the continent.

All the houfes in Khodes are of ftone, fomething

rcfembling that of Malta, but much harder : Their

roofs are conftruded in the Italian manner -, but from

the decay of trade, and the order which prohibits Chri-

ftians from living in the city, they are let at a very

reafonable rate, and are every day running to ruin,

the Turks being much more inclined to depopulate

and ravage the places and countries they have con-

quered, than to cultivate or improve any parti-

cular.

The city is well fortified in every part, particular-

ly towards the land, where it is furrounded with three

thick walls, two deep moats, and feveral large bafti-

ons, and batteries of excellent cannon. Thefe walls,

like the houles in the city, are built of a whitifli ftone

dug in the neighbourhood.

Here alfo we law three fubterraneous aquedu6^s,

by which the water is conveyed under the mqats, and

Vol. I. T after-
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afterwards by pipes to the ramparts, from whence it

is diftributed to the whole city. Wc returned by the

red gate, near which are two broken akars halt buried

in the earth.

At this gate the Turks have a kind of'guard-houfe,

iiung round with fabres, halberts, and clubs. I alio

obferved among them a rondas, or round iliicld,

which doubtlefs belonged to one of the knights.

Over this gate is a balTo relievo of St John the Bap-

tift, the arms of the order, and thole of the Grand

Mafter d'Aubuflbn.

In the fuburbs, which are pretty large, the French

ccnful has his refidcnce ; the Greeks alfo have their

houfes here, not being even permitted to Ipend a

fmgle night in the city •, a very great inconveniency

to them, as they are obliged at fun-fet to lock up

their fliops, and retire with great precipitation. Here
is alfo a fmall convent of Francifcans, called Soccolan-

ti, who are under the protedlion of Holland.

Here alfo the Greek bifliop refides, and who en-

tertained us with great courtefy. I obferved that eve-

ry thing in his houfe was extremely neat, and he

feemed to live in a very comfortable manner. He
made no difficulty of fliewing us, among other parti-

culars, his pontifical robes, which were very richly

embroidered. I was alfo informed, that his annual

revenue amounted to fix thouland piafters ; but he

is obliged, befides paying three thoufand five hundred

to the Patriarch of Conitantinople, to make prefents

to the Fafcha, Cadi, and other rapacious placemen,

efpecially at the time of the great Bairam. 'Fhis large

revenue does not arife from any lands belonging to

him as bifliop ; but his clergy pay him from five to

eight piafters per annum, and every family eight

paras.

The papas or priells have thtir incomes jrom the

contribution of their congregations, and the tees paid

iihcm at marriages and baptifms, \\ the bride be a

maid
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'.naid thtir fee is two piaftcrs -, if a widow only one.

For pei-roiming the ceremony of baptifm they receive

trom fifteen to tv/cnty paras. This bilhop, like mofb
of his flation I had met with, fccmed to be more re-

nsarkable for courtefy than learning -, and he intormed

me, that in the iOand there were no Icis than forty-one

villages.

Nlar the fea-fide are feveral monuments in the

form of a dome, and faid to have been built by the

Chan of 1 artary, already mentioned, during his refi-

dence in this illand. Here are alfo two or three erec-

ted to the memory of Grand Viziers, who had been

baniflied hither : and three belonging to the fame

number of Agas of janizaries, whofe heads the Grand
Signior had demanded.

This demand is made in the following manner: the

Grand Signior fends, by a Capighi Bafci, a Gatgirif,

or warrant, figned by himi'elf. On the arrival ot the

Capighi Bafci at the place where he is to execute his

commilTion, he immediately informs the magiftracy

of it, who diredlly aiiemble, and the warrant being

delivered to the prefident, he kiffes it, and lays it up-

on his head. The gates of the phice being now lock-

ed, the perfon mentioned in the warrant is fecured,

and the order fhewn him, who alfo lays it on his head,

and begs time to offer up his prayers ; after which he

is immediately ftrangled ; then his head is cut off, and

the brains taken out when, the head is embalmed,

and fent to court.

SoM E of thefe monuments, efpecially thofe of the

Grand Viziers, were covered on all fides, but thofe ot

the janizaries expofed to the weather. We alfo ob-

ferved here two fmall hermitages inhabited by eccle-

fiafticks.

The drefs of the women, efpecially thofe of the

fuburbs, is very little different trom that v/orn by the

women of the other iflands j but in the country it

nearly refembles that of the men, and they alfo wear

T 2 red
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red fpatterdaflies. Some I faw with turbans on the

heads, hke the Turks ; but I was told thefe were

Greek women, belonging to the httle ifland of Simi,

who when the Grand Signior returned from the con-

queft of Rhodes, met him with turbans on then-

heads ; at which he was fo greatly delighted, that he

conferred on them the privilege of wearing that orna-

ment for the future

I SAW here an inflance which fufficiently indicated,

that the Greeks are not entirely free from fuperftition.

This was a child with a black fpot on his forehead ;

and on my afking the reafon for fo fingular a mark, I

was gravely told, that it was done defignedly, in order

to prevent any mislortunes from betalling him, from
being beheld by an evil eye.

The Jews here have a very friendly, but not the

mod frugal cullom. At the birth of the child, in any

family of note, all the Jews, men and women, are

continually vifiting at the houfe, the men in the even-

ing, when bufinefs is over ; but fome women continue

there day and night ; and this lafts eight days, *till

the child is circumcifed -, fo that the Jew to whom we
were recommended, and whofe wife was then big with

child, told us he did not expefl that this feail would
coft him lefs than four hundred piafters.

Among the curiofities of Rhodes we faw the ar-

row which one of the knights, out of refentment

,to the Grand Mafler, fliot into the Turkifh camp,
then before Rhodes, with a letter, defcribing the

weakeft part of the city, and which he had been in-

formed of in a council of war, where the engineers

4iad reported it to the Grand Mafter. His treachery,

however, was difcovered before the Turks took the

city, and he was hanged on a gibbet ereded before

:the very window out of which he had Ihot the ar-

row.

Here are alfo fhewn the boots worn by Solyman,

when he took the city : alfo a remarkable dragon or

i. ferpenr.
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ierpent, which made terrible havock in the country,

but was, at laft, killed by a French knight and his

fervanr, in a cave called Malpaffo, about an hour and
a halt trom the city, and which was it's general re-

treat. I'his fignal adion is commemorated by the

following infcripcion :

Fr Deodatus de Gazone hie anguem immenfce

molis^ orhihus terribilem^ miferos Rhodi incolas de-

vorantcm^ Jlrenue peremit^ deinccps Magijler crea-

tus eft. A. C. 1349.

The import of which is, that Francis Deodatus of

Gazone, here couragioully llcw^a ferpent ot an enor-

mous fize, which devoured the miferable inhabitants

of Rhodes ; and lor which he was created Grand Ma-
imer, in the Year 1349. Others, however, call this

daring knight Goujon de Melac.

We did not forget, among our vifits, to pay the

firft to the Pafcha, who received us with that affabili-

ty we had always met with trom perfons in his high

ftarion. He even made us fit with him on the fota,

while the others, both Turks and Greeks fat below,

and on their knees, as a mark of refpe(5t.

It is obfcrved, that the Pafchas or Governors of

conquered countries, generally leave behind them
more debts than cffefts, being obliged trom time to

time to make large prelents to fatisty the avarice of

the Grand Vizier, and other rapacious favourites ; as

thefe likewife are obli2;ed often to do to the Grand
Signior. Another expcnfive circumlfance is, that thi

Pafchas endeavour to add a luftre to their dignity by

their fplendid way of living •, while the greateft pare

of their revenues muft be raifed by opprelFions on the

fubjefts; and as even this feldom anfwers all tiieir

expences, they frequently die loaded with cqormous

debts, to the great prejudice of their children This

Pafcha's apartments were equal to thofe ot moft fove-

T 3 reiga
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reign princes in magificence -, though I was told, that

the harem, or women's apartment, was much the

fineft part of the palace.

In order to take a better view of the adjacent coun-

try we fpent a day in hunting, and palled by leveral

country-feats near the fea, 'till we^ came to a village

called Trianda.

Here we were received by a pricft, who, wnth

three others officiating here, pay annually fix piafters

to the Pafcha, and fifteen to the Billiop. This prieft

made heavy complaints of the oppreilion and cruelty

of the Turks, who otten came and extorted fi'om the

poor inhabitants, the greatefl part of their fubftance.

lliough in the whole village there w^re only lour

Turkifh families, the reft being all Greeks, but in the

moftjr^iigcnt circumftances, frequently v/anting bread

to "latisfy their hunger. They are, however, more

happy here than thofe who inhabit the central parts of

the iOand, where they principally fubfift on the fpon-

taneous productions of nature.

This priell afterwards accompanied us to the fum-

mit'of an adjacent mountain, where he fnev/ed us the

ruins of a church, a convent, and a palace of the

Grand Mafter of Rhodes. This place the Turks call

Vefchia lihcdos, or old Rhodes, and the Greeks Philc-

rino. The mountain is about a mile and a half diftant

from the village, and the fummit of it we found to be

a delightful plain, about two miles in circuit. It is

every where very fteep, and fome remains fhew, that

it was formerly furroundtd with walls, towers, and

bulwarks.

These walls had three gates, and confequently

three ways for aftending the mountain ; one of thefe

the Turks have entirely deftroyed, but near that, by

which we went up, were two fortifications to delerid

it, as being the mofl: ealy. In our afcent we palled

through a wood of large trees, encircled by vines.

ONf
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O.v the top of tlic moiiiitain we faw a number of

Iiorfcs t ceding, and fcveral refervoirs hewn in the

rock •, but mofl of them filled with ftones. About
the middle of the afcent are the ruins of a church and

convent, on the tottering walls of which I obferved

the arms of the order, and that of the cardinal d'Au-
bulfon.

Here are alfo feveral chapels hewn in the rock,

and decorated with paintings in frefco •, but all Ihew

the marks of Mahometan bigotry ; and not long fince

the Turks dug to a confiderable depth under one ot

the chapels, from an imaginary notion of finding con-

fidt^rable treafures.

' Near the ruins of this church are flill remaining

the four walls of the (}rand Mailer's palace, and was

probably his country-feat, llie afcent to it was by a

flight of fixteen Heps, and over the. door I faw his

arms quartered with thofe of the order. In the walls

of the church are ftill the -holes where the ftandards

of the order were depofited ; and in the church a

painting of the crucifixion in frefco, but executed in

io wretched a tafte, that not a village in Italy would
have fuffcred it to difgrace the wall of it's church.

We now vifited another part of the mountain,

where we law the ruins of feveral houfes, which appear-

ed like the fad remains of ibme unfortunate village ;

but the prieft called it the calUe. On one fide of it

were, indeed, fuill the remains of fome towers, and

baftions. Here the fide of the iiiountain was nearly

perpendicular, and therefore required no fortification.

We alfo faw feveral refervoirs, and a large block of

marble, on which was the arms of the Grand Mafter

d'AubuiTon. It is not long fince the Turks took

away feveral pieces of cannon, which had lain here

ever fince the taking of the illand.

Here the watch-tower formerly flood, for ma-
king fignals on the appearance of any of the enemy's

ihips.

T 4 -
^^'s
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We defcended the mountain by the other way, and

the pricft brought us to his farm, v/here, in a plealant

meadow, fome of his horfes were grazing, while the

others were employed in the necellary works of huf-

bandry. And he told us, he had four hundred flieep

feeding on the neighbouring mountains.

After thanking our friendly hod, for we had no
opportunity of making him any prefenc for his fa-

vours, we returned to the city, having found in every

part ot the country variety of gan^-e, particularly hares

and partridges.

Our long flay at Rhodes, for which the Turks and

Jews could not cafily account, began to raife fufpici-

ons in both, that the real intention of our connng was
to look for treafures hid in the iOand And probably
this jealoufy was increafed at leafl, if not derived from,
the following adventure which happened not long
lince.

Two perfons, who called thcmfclves PVench gentle-

men, landed here trom on board a tartan •, and alter

enquiring for the owner of a houfe in the Jews
quarter, expreffed a greater defirc ot hiring it, during
the time of their ftay at Rhodes, promifing him five

paras per day, v;hich being four times more than the

iifual rent, was immediately accepted.

These French adventurers iound, in three days,

the treafure they fought, and of which they had infor-

mation from a writing they brought with them. Ha^
ving obtained what they cam.e in fearch for, they de-

parted in die night ; fo that in the morning neither gen-

tlemen nor tartan was to be feen. They had, how-
ever, the generofity to leave the twenty paras due for

rent, together with a prefent of three fequins, in the

iarge vi^iTd in which the treafure had been buried.

The Jew, on entering his houfe, and finding the

floor taking up, and the veffel containing the paras

and fequins, was not at a lofs to guefs what had hap-

pened, and in the fury of his palFion, that this treii-

fure
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lure had efcaped him -, or at leaft, that he had not

obtained fome part of it, was at firft for putting an

end to his Jife •, but time, and the reafonings of his

friends, at lad brought him to his fenfes, and he be-

came greatly pleafed with the behaviour of the French-

men.

This adventure, and feveral others of the fame

kind, faid to have happened here, favour the com-
mon opinion, that when the Turks were on the point

of being mafters of the city, large fums of money
were buried by the inhabitants •, and by the death or

captivity of the owners were never difcovtred. Thefe

fufpicions, efpecially as we had feen every remarkable

particular in the ifland, determined us to proceed im-

mediately to Cyprus : an account of which Iliall make
the fubjecft of the following chapter.

C II A P. XVIII.

Voyage to the ijlajid of Cyprus ; nritbfome acccu?if

of that ijland.

WE left Rhodes with a fair wind, wliich foon

brought us in fight ot a rocky illand, called

Caftro RoiTo, fituated near the continent, and inha-

bited by Greeks and Turks. Soon after we found
ourfelves oppofite to the gulph ot Satalia-, and on the

fixth day after our departure from Rhodes we made
the ifland of Cyprus, and failed near cape Sampifani,

and Fonte Amorofo, anciently called Acamas. Not
far to the eaftward lies the city of Arfinoe, now
known by the name of Lefcari, and famous for the

cavern ot Jupiter.

About noon we had fight of Baffe, one of the

principal towns on the ifland of Cyprus, and not far

irom
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from the figat oi the ancient Paphos. But at night

we flood off to fea for fear of running too near cape

de Gat, where a fhoal llretches fome leagues into

the fea.

The next morning we came to an anchor in the

bay of SaUna, which is capacious enough to contain a

whole fleet, and fituated between two promontories,

of which that on the weft is called Chiti, and that on

the eaft Pila. The jfliips lie at anchor about a league

troni the Ihore, that in cafe of a ftorm, efpecially at

fouth, they may be in no danger ot being ftranded.

A BOAT belonging to the ifland landed us at Salina,

a fmall village, called by the Turks Doufla, and fortified

with a kind of ravelin, planted with eight pieces of

cannon for dctending the road againft the corfairs.

Jlcnce we travelled to Lcrnica, the place Wf'heie moll

of the Franks reiide.

The iQand of Cyprus was by the Greeks called

Makaria, afterwards Cyprus, either from the great

quantity of copper dug there, or a fragrant jfhrub,

called by the Greeks and Latin Cyprus, and by the

Arabians Alhanna, or Henne, which grew in great

plenty here, and to this day is greatly valued m every

part of the eafl.

This ifland is above two hundred and fifty hours

in circuit; the length being about one hundred, and

the breadth fixty-five leagues. But the ports towards

the fouth-weft are much broader than thole towards the

north; and it's diftance from the continent is compu-
ted at about twenty hours. Some ancient writers fiy it

was a peninfula -, but that it has been feparated from

the continent by earthquakes, tempefts, and innun-

dations.

Eratosthenes fays, that this ifland was, at firft,

fo overgrown with trees, that there was no room for

culture ; but the inhabitants, at laft, cleared the

ground and cultivated it -, and their labour was richly

rewarded, for the ifland, from a wildernefs became
one
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pne of the moft fertile and delightful countries upon
earth.

This ifland has on all fides a rnultitude of fharp

promontories, vv^hence the Ancients compared it to a

iheep-ll:in ftretched out ; and as they called thofe

promontories horns, the ifland was called Ceraftia,

and the inhabitants Cerailas. And this probably gave
rife to the fable, that the Cyprians had formerly horns

on their toreheaus, according to Ovid.

Gpnino quondam qtiihus afpera cornu

Frous erant ; iinde^ etiam nomen traxere Cerajia;.

Met. Lib. X. ver. 222.

This ifland has been governed by feveral ftates.

It's firft inhabitants were the Ions of Japhet •, and it's

lirft government, mentioned by hiftonans, by kings,

of which one is called Kvagoras, who out of regard

to the politenefs and learning of the Athenians, zea-

loufiy efpoufed their caufe on all occafions ; but was
afraffinated by one of their own courtiers Afterwards

the Ptolemies made themfelves mailers of the ifland,

and kept poflefllon of it 'till Marcus Cato reduced it

under the Roman government, making a fplendid en-

trance into Romie, with the immenle treaiures he

found in the ifland. The laft lung is laid to have laid

violent hands on himfelf, being unable to bear the

thought of having his kingdom taken from him by the

private perfon of a Commonwealth.
In the time of Pliny this ifland was divided into

nine kingdoms. And in more modern times the in-

habitants are laid to have conflited of tour clafl^es, the

nobility, the people, the francomafl;es, or freedmen,

and the parefli, or flaves

The nobility, and people, lived in the city, and

kept the freedmen and flaves in fubjecStion. The flaves

cultivated the fields, and performed all the other labo-

rious works of hufbandry. The freedmen formed the

army.
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army, and were above all others detefted by tlie

flaves, as oppreffing and abufing them more than

cither the nobility or the people. In procefs of time

the idand fell under the Greek emperors, 'till Ifaac

Commenus, a terrible tyrant, revolted againft his ma^
Her, and took poileirion of it for himfelh

His iifurpation, however, was of no long continu-

ance, being driven from the ifland in 1 191 by Rich-

ard I. King of England, in revenge for the barba-

rous treatment fome ot his fubjefts had met with from
Commenus, after their being fhipwrecked on this

ifland.

Some time after Richard fold Cyprus to tlie Knights

Templars, an order at that time very powerful But

either the Cyprians appeared to be a fickle people, or the

knights government was not agreeable to them, every

place being filled with tumults and oppofition -, fo that

the knights transferred their purcliaJe to a French no-

bleman, called Lufignan, whofe family, by their mild

conduct, enjoyed a long and quiet poffeffion of it,

'till it came, by marriage, to the houfe oi Savoy, who
did not poffefs it long, though it ftill referves the title

of king of Cyprus

The dukes of Savoy were depofed by a natural

fon of the lafh king of Cyprus, by a daughter of the

Cornaro family at Venice •, on which the Venetians,

after the deceafe of him and his fon, who died very

young, took pofieiTion of the iiland, and held it 'till

the year 1571, when the Turks took it, in the reign

of fultan Selimll. This emperor is faid to have let

his heart fo fully on the conquell of this ifland, from

his remarkale fondnefs for the wine •, but others fay,

he was animated to it by a Portugucie Jew.

This Jew, called Jean Mich(rs, had embraced

Chriftianity, but lor feveral vile practices was ba-

nifhed his country, and retired to Venice. But he

did not long refide there before he became known,

^nd on a well-grounded fufpicion of his having formed

a defign
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a defign of fetting fire to the arlenal, on the night of

the 13th of September, 1569, he v/as banifhed from
tJie Venetian territories. Revenge carried him to

Conftantinople, where he married the daughter of a

Jew with an immenfe tortiine. His riches giving

him an opportunity of obtaining an audience of the em-
peror Sehm, and his artful difcourfe having introduced

Jiimfelf into the favour of that prince, he fuggefted to

him the defign of befieging Cyprus.

It is faid, that Sclim being once merry with drink-

ing, gently ftruck Miches on the flioulder, faying to

him, " If heaven profpers my defign, thou flialt be
*' king of Cyprus." Soon after, namely in the year

1570, the Turks landed in the ifland, and laid fiege

to Nicofia, which fuftained a fiege of forty eight days.

In the following year they took Famagufta, but not

before firing fitteen thoufand cannon fiiot againft it

;

tho' the governor, after fo brave a defence, was, con-

trary to a particular promife, and the articles of capi-

tulation, put to a cruel death by the Turkifli Pafcha;

after which the whole idand foon came into their

hands.

The number of inhabitants in the iOand of Cy-
prus cannot be determined with any exaftnefs, many
removing every year, on account of the prodigious

taxes. Some years fince the number was faid to ex-

ceed two hundred thoufand •, and during the reign of

the emperor Trajan this iQand muft have been very

populous i for Dion CafTius relates, that the Jews, in

order to free themlelves from the Roman yoke, maf-

facrcd twenty-four thoufand in one day ; but at pre-

fcnt hardly a Jew is to be feen, the Franks generally

making ufe of Greeks in their com.merce.

It is fuppofed to be owing to the warmth of the cli-

mate, that the Cyprians do not exceed a middle ftature,

are rather lean than fat, and rather brifk than ftrong.

I'hey arc of a brown complexion, like the reft of the

Greeks j
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Greeks •, and both their eyes and hair black. They
are alfo of a quick and piercing genius.

In former times the inhabitants of Cyprus were fa-

mous for voiuptuoufnefs and magnificence. The moft

'common utenlils among all people of fafliion were fil-

ver ; and not a peafant's cottage to be feen without

feveral pieces of plate. The rich even grew tired of

their horfes, and both in country and town would ufe

only mules ; but the fovereign fearing that their noble

breed of horfes, would by this means degenerate, iffu-

ed a proclamation againft the ufe of mules ; but the

horfes are not now fo highly valued as formerly.

The women here, efpecially at Lernica, are not the

moft beautiful I have feen; but allowance muft be

made for the climate, and manner of living. They
drefs in the fame manner as thofe of Rhodes, except

that in Cyprus they wear no veils. Their hair is co-

vered before, but hangs down behind in curls. They
alfo wear thofe large wide plaited gowns I have already

mentioned at Scio.

It is known by experience, that the inhabitants of

this ifland feldom attain to any great age, owing pof-

fibly to the badnefs of the air ; malignant fevers being

common here, efpecially towards the end of fummer -,

and during our ftay in the ifland, though it was in

the fpring, a contagious diftemper fwept away great

numbers at Nicofia. But the air is moft noxious at

Famagufta and Lernica, owing to the vapours rifing

from the fens and falt-pans in the neighbourhood.

And at Lernica the air is moft unhealthy when the fun

is above the horizon.

The whole ifland does not afford one Jingle river;

but feveral ponds, lakes, and fens ; and to thefe may,

in a great meafure, be imputed the heavinefs and moi-

fture of the air, of which ftrangers generally feel the

efFeds.

In
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In^ the winter, alter heavy rains, Teveral rivulets

are i'een pouring down irom the mountains i but foon

become dry on the return of fair weather. Sometimes

no rain talis tor a long time -, and it appears from hi-

llory, that the inhabitant were once obliged to quit it,

no rain falling in the fpace of feventeen years. And
in tlie time ot Conftantine the Great It was vifited with

a drought ol fix and thirty years. It does not indeed

want fountains, and wells, but the water in all is thick

and turbid. Thele, hovv'ever, frequently fail, fo that

in the heats of lummer no verdure is to be i'een in the

whole country •, which feeins parched and arid.

Notwithstanding all thefe inconveniences, the

iHand is very fruitful in corn, oil, honey, wax, faf-

fron, and wool. And it rs computed, that one third

more is produced than is confumeed in the ifland.

This renders every thing cheap here, fo that velTels fre-

quently put in at Cyprus to take in provifions for

their voyage. But this fertility depends, in a great

meafurc, on a favourable fealbn for rain, when they

have a prodigious plenty of corn. But the Turks
knew not hov/ to make a proper advantage of this

particular, namely, to lay it up againft a time of fear-

city, 'till the Franks tauglit them the method, and di-

redled them how to build proper granaries for this

purpofe.

' 1'he corn is ground by water-mills in the ifland,

fo that in a time of drought there is not only a want of

water, but alio ot bread. In an exigency of this kiud

the Englifh once iaved the people irom tamine, ha-

ving, in a time ot plenty laid up a fufHciency to fup-

port the inhabitants.

Formerly, and even under the dominion of the

Venetians, lugar-canes were produced here in great

plenty, paaticularly in a part called Epifcopia ; and

the fugar was, at that time, exported to all parts -, but

at prefent that manufadure is wholly laid afidc, and

the Greeks entirely ignorant of the procels.

In
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In mod parts of the illand is a tree producing an

oblong truit, generally called 8t John's bread, from

an opinion that the Baptift, wliile he continued in the

defert, lived on this fruit. It is of a very agreeable

tafte, and from it is exprefled a kind of juice or ho-

ney, iifed as a fauce in feveral favourite difnes.

Salt is ftill made here in great quantities, and the

duty on it, what was fold to loreigners, ufed to amount
to thirty thoufand ducats per annum, while the Ve-

netians were mailers of the ifland. This fak, it muft

be owned, has a very agreeable pungency*

Th e wine of Cyprus is alio famous in every part of

the Levant, as \yell as Europe. But I mull own, I

Ihould like it better were it tree troni the tarry tafte,

which it derives from the manner of keeping it ; for

the new wine is firft put into large earthen veflels,

tarred within, where it continues a confiderable time.

If the wine proves good it is taken from theie veflels

put into cafks, in which it is exported.

A GREAT deal ol this wine is fent to Venice and

England, and it has this in common with many other

wines, that it improves by being at fea. According-

ly an Epicure of an Englifhman who lived here, ufed

to fend his Cyprus wine to England, whence it was

fent back again to him at Cyprus.

The illand alio abounds in turpentine and falt-petre -,

here are iikewife made cheefes of goats milk, which

after being laid in oil, are in great requeft all over

the Levant. The delicious birds called beccafiguo's,

are caught in the latter end of Auguft ; thefe are pick-

led in fait and vinegar, preffed down in cafks, and

carefully fecured, and thus fent to Venice and Eng-
land. They have a manner of dreffing them here

with Cyprus wine, than which I think few things can

better pleafe a dainty palate. Elunting is very delight-,

ful all over the ifland, as it every where affords plen-

ty of fnipes, partridges, hares, wild goats, of which
hams are made -, but it has no deer.

Early
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Early in the morning the (liepherds find on the

goats beards a vilcid lubftancc, which looks and hnells

pretty much like pitch ; and this fmell, which is far

trom being difagteeable, is iaid to be <j.ood againft the

p>eftilence. Some Franks call it lauiianum, others

give it the name of hirax.

Near Baffe are mines of rock cyrftal, and a French

merchant there fiiewed me a moll beautiful (tone,

which might pafs for a diamond, and fuch Hones be-

ing found in the mines here are commonly called

Batfe-diamonds. Ancient hiftorians and geographers

fpeak of various mines in Cyprus both ot gold and fil-

ver, and gems, but the prefent proprietors do not

concern themfelves about mines^ and the Greeks rnuft

not work them : indeed the ore, after all their pains

and charges, would be of little advantage to them,

for they know nothing of feparation, or any other

branch of metallurgy. Under the Venetian govern-

ment, however, Cyprus exported a great deal of very

good vitriol

In fome of the mountains is found a kind of blueifli

ftone, by the Ancients called amyanthos, and out of

it is fpun a kind of cotton, of which formerly Ihirts

were made, and clean'd, by being put into the fire.

They were alfo ufed in the burning of fubllartces in-

to allies, according to the cuftom or thofe times. The
Ancients alfo made bays of it, in which they put bo-

dies that Vvcre to be burnt, in order thus to preferve

the aflies which were depofited in an urn. The Indi-

ans are faid to have burnt their dead bodies in facks of

this kind. Some will have this ftone to be a kind

of afbeitos, or alumen fchifton, or fiffile alum •, but

the difference is very great •, that confumes in the fire,

but the amyanthos withrtands the moll intenfe fire.

This ftone is alfo found in China-, in the ifiand

of Corfica ; is faid likewife to be met with in the ri-

ver of Genoa, near Scftry di Ponente j in the Py-

Vol, 1, U raie.an
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renean mountains, and in thofe of Volaterra in Tuf-

cany.

The chief trade of tlie ifland, at prefent, is in

fiower'd filks and cottons, little inferior to thofe of

the Indies. A kind of flax for making cordage is

likewife no inconfiderable article.

Amidst all thefe advantages of nature and indu-

itry, the inhabitants, by reafon of the enormous taxes,

are far from being wealthy. A poor Cypriot every

year pays, in the whole, thirteen piafters for head mo-
ney ; and thofe who have houfes or lands are alfo tax-

ed proportionably, befides paying the tenths of the

produce of their land.

This ifland was formerly governed by a Pafcha,

reflding in Nicofla •, but at prelent the governor is on-

ly a Mufelhim, or Statholder, and far from being a

perfon oi great dignity, which has this conveniency,

that he is not obliged to live in the fplendor of a Ba-

fhaw •, yet he mufl: every year remit three hundred and

fixty purfes to the Grand Vizier's lady, to whom the

Grand Signior, as being his fifl:er, granted the reve-

nues of this ifland -, befldes fuch a confiderable fum,

he is obliged at leafl: to referve forty purfes for other

demands and himfelf.

The towns inhabited at prefent are only nine,

Nicofla, Famagulla, Bafife, Lcrnices, Cherina, Lu-
nigfol, Sirori, Mazulo, and Lefcara; but the other

Imaller towns or viUages, I was told, amount to eight

hundred. The Turks have made a military divifion

of this ifland into eleven departments, each furnifhing

a regiment.

,
Nicofla, the capital, and refldence of the governor,

is a pretty handfome and fortified town, about three

miles in circuit, and in the middle of the ifland -, but

^s for the walls and fortifications, the Turks fuff^er

them to go to ruin without any repair. In this city

are three or four Greek churches, but the cathedral

called Saint Sophia is turned into a mofque. There

is
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is alfo a convent of five or fix Francifcans of the Ho-
ly Land ; and Nicofia is alfo the feat of an archbi-

Ihop.

A'nciently a very great conteft happened in this

illand about jiirifdidion; the archbifhop pretended to

be independent of any patriarch, whereas the patri-

archs of Antioch and Alexandria no lefs violently

infilled that this church was fubordinate to them.

The pretenfions of the three contending parties were
laid before the Grecian emperor at Conltantinople for

his decifion ; in the mean time an affair happened
which occafioned a great deal of talk ; the monks of

a certain convent, whether in building or repairing it,

by accident found a coffin, and in it a body with a

leaden plate on it, fignifying, that in this coffin was
depofited the body of the Apoille St Barnabas. About
the neck of the Saint was alfo a chain fattened to a

leaden box, which was found to contain an Arabic

copy of St Mathew's Gofpel, written by St Barnabas

himfelf on parchment. The clergy of Cyprus very

dexteroufly availed themfelves of this difcovery, fend-

ing to the emperor Zeno both the facred relicks and

the manufcript; with which prefent that devout prince

was fo pleafed, that he gave a charter to the church of

Cyprus, declaring it independent of any patriarch.

Famagusta, the ancient Salamis, afterwards cal-

led Conftantia, is the only good harbour in all the

idand, it is fpacious and femicircular, the air ; how-
ever, is unhealthy j the town, which lies at the north

end of the bay, is not very large, and chiefly inhabit-

ed by Turkilh foldiery. It's fortifications the Turks
keep in no manner of repair, as it the bravery of their

foldiers would fupply every other defc6t. Under the

emperor Trajan this town was entirely deftroyed by

the Jews, and another time under Fleraclius.

The Greeks here, as at Rhodes, are not permitted

to live in the town, and the fhops which they have in

it muft be all locked up at fun-fet, and every one retire

U 2 to
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to their dwellings. Here are no fuburbs, but the houfes

lie about half a mile from the town, in the open
country, with every one it's garden, which here make
a very luxuriant appearance. No Frank or Greek is

allowed to come unto the town on horfeback, which
is one ot the chief reafons which induced the Franks
not to fettle here.

The Chritlians had a very beautiful church, but it is

now turned into a mofque. The neighbouring country
is very low, and every where one fees large open plains,

on which grow a root yielding a very beautiiul red

dye. The greateft naval relort to it is of French
tartans putting in here to refit.

Baffe, thought to ftand near the ancient Paphos,
if not that very place, is at prefent a fmall town, or

rather village, on the declivity of a mountain, fome
miles from the fea ^ at the fhore is a caftle for defend-

ing the road ; and round it one obferves feveral ruins.

The BafFe plain is of a confiderabie extent, ftretching

itfelf along the fea, nearly to the white cliff, lb called

on account ol it's colour, which difcovers itfelf at a

confiderabie diilance at a fea.

Cerines, anciently Ceraunia, lying oppofite to the

country of Caramania, is a biflioprick, but the harbour

fit only for fmall craft, and without any defence, the

walls, and other v/orks, lying in ruins -, and without

any profped: of being put in a {late of defence, unlets

a great change fhould happen in the maximis of the

Turkifli government.

Lernica, the fourth bidioprick of the ifiand, lies

in a large plain, about a mile from the fea ; this is

properly the trading town of the Franks, who have

iettled here preferably to Famagufta, the air being a

little more healthy-, yet it has the appearance rather of

a village than a city, the houfcs being very low, and

only ol dried clay, except thofe of the Franks, which

are fomething higher, and of more convenience

wilhin.

The
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The ruins and foundations of the walls of this an-

cient city, as likewife the remains of the moats, luffi-

ciently Ihevv it to have been formerly of very great

extent, the walls reaching near to the Ica-fide, and
begin at the preftnt town of Lernica, the fite which
at that time lay without the city, and it is faid ferved

tor a church-yard •, and fome pretend that the word Ler-

nica, has ron"ie analogy with a burial-place, as under
ground one frequently meets with coffins, grave ftones,

and other fepulchral remains.

The fhips here anchor in a large bay, called the

harbour of Snlines^ and by the Turks Boujla. Here
alio are the falt-houfes •, and the ground every where
is lb tull oi" faline particles, that tor leven miles round
about one Tees not a lingle vineyard.

Near thefe lalt-houies is a fmall lake, on one fide

ot which is a houfe for the coilecftor of the falt-duty,

who at the time of felling the lalt repairs thither; and
on the other fide (lands the fepulchre of a certain ca-

nonized Turkifh princefs, to which the Mahometans
perform pilgrimages. Near it is alfo a Greek chapel

dedicated to St George. In this neighbourhood are

found a great variety of petrifications.

At Lernica, not far from the fea-fhore, is one
of the largeft Greek churches on the whole ifland,

it is likewife gf a folid llrong architedure, but void of
any cmbeililhmcnts. Llere we were lliewn the grave of

St Lazarus, the brother of Martha and Mary, who
was reftored to life by Chrifl ; but, if 1 miftake not,

I heard at Marfeilles that Lazarus removed thither,

and being at his fecond death buried there, is wor-

fliipped as the patron of that city. Not tar frorj

hence is likewife a fmall convent, with a church,

ferved by four Greek regulars. Near this place is the

burial-place of the Englilli merchants.

Besides the private merchants living at I ernica,

there are alfo confuls of feveral nations, as Englifh,

Dupch, French, and Venetian. The confuls here, I

U 2 obferved.
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obferved, do not affeft any thing of that ftatc and

ceremony in their vifits and converfation, as at Smyr-

na-, for 1 once faw the EngUfh conful very readily of-

fer his hand to the wife of the French conful, and led

her up flairs -, a civility to v;hich a Smyrna conful

would by no means have condefcended.

The Englifh conful's houfe here is the beft on the

whole ifland, though the outfide of it is only of

clay, but nothing can be more neat, or elegantly or-

namented than the infide •, it has aifo the largeft hall

I faw in any part of the Levant j but, what is of much
more importance, the Englifli conful is highly refped-

ed all over the illand, as jointly v/ith his company he

advances money to the inhabitants, for getting in their

feveral harvclls, in which otherwife they would be at

a great lofs.

In this both parties iind their advantage, for the

Englifh do not advance their money under twenty per

cent, and receive the interefb in filk, wine, cotton,

corn, and other produfls of the country ; on all

which they fet their own price ; whence, without

wronging thofe gentlemen, it may be fuppofed, that

30 per cent is the leafl they make of their money, and

on failure of payment at the time appointed, they may
immediately feize on the debtor's effedls. The Irench

are well aware of this lucrative manner of gaining the

peoples affections, and would be glad to fupplant the

Englifh, but have not fufHcient funds, moft of them
being only factors to merchants at Marfeilles,

Besides this company of the Englifh, and that of

the confuls ; another particular Englifh company not

long ago fettled at Lernica, where they built a very

flately and beautiful houfe. But the governor animated

by the people, who were continually murm.uring and

complaining, that the houfe looked more like a fort

than a private houfe •, and that they did not know
what bad defigns might be on foot, ordered it to be

pulled down to the very ground j v/hich, as there was

a mani-
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a manifeft jcalouly between the two houfes, occafion-

ed a furmife, that the people had firll been bribed by

the conful to make that uproar, and afterwards

the governor to comply with it. Each houfe, how-
ever, fent an agent to Conftantinople, one to make
it's complaint, and another to juftify itfelf ; but by

the prudence of the Englifh ambalTador they were

reconciled.

When the Mufelhim comes to Lernica for taking

a view of the ftate of the town, which is once a year,

all his expences, and that of his retinue, are defray'd

by the Greeks, which amount to betwixt three or

four hundred piaftcrs ; and whilft the Englifh were

building their vaft houfe, which gave fuch umbrage,

the Mufelhim came four times to Lernica, without

the leaft abatement to the Greeks, feveral of whom
were reduced extreamly low by this additional ex-

pence.

Having feen every thing remarkable in the ifland,

we provided ourfelves with letters of recommenda-
tion, and agreed with a mafter of an Englifh vef-

fel, bound for Joppa ; who, among other palTengers,

had twenty Greek pilgrims, the bifhop of Cerines,

all going all to Jerufalem.

CHAP. XIX.

Journey ff-om Jaffa or Joppa, through Ra-
MAH, 6V. to Jerusalem.

WE left the idand of Cyprus with a favourable

wind, which on the fecond day brought us

over againfl St John d'Acri, the Ptolemais of the Anci-

ents. Here one of our Greek pafTengers made a col-

leftion for the benefit of a certain chapel on the con-

tinent.

U 4 Thk
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The third day we palfed through Caipha, lying

under the north part ot Mount Caimel, and on the

fummit of the mountain faw the ancient CarmeUte
convent ; and on the (lope of it, the fuppofed hoiife

of Ehas ; which places fliall be more particularly men-
tioned in the fequel. Caiplia lies low on the fea-coaft,

almofl oppofite to St John d' Acri, but on the other fide

of the bay. Every ihip coming to anchor here, pays

lour piafters ; or according to the number of perlons

on board -, and this payment entitles one to go and

take a view of Mount Carmel. The Maltefe corfairs

often bring in their prizes here to fell, but the in-

habitants are a molt profligate malignant fet of

people.

In the afternoon we pafled by il Caftro Pellerine,

of which we could plainly fee the remaining ruins.

This was the place where the pilgrims ufed to land,

it having then a kind of harbour, but is now no longer

in being. The fea here to fome diftance is full of

ihoals. r

On the fourth day in the morning we pafled by

Alzulo, a tower on hill, and by the French failors

called the tower of Bethlehem. About this tower

are feveral ruins, and up the country a fmali village.

About noon we had the fatisfadlion to come to an an-

chor at halt a mile from Jafia : the reafon of Ihips ly-

ing at this didance from the town is owdng to the

bad ftate of the harbour \ formerly here was a dock or

bafon, which reached to the town itfelf, likewile a

large arftnal, but at prefent every thing lies in ruins -,

the harbour likewife, lor want of care, if not inten-

tionally, is become full of flioals, hefides feveral rocks

round it, lying even with the waters edge.

This town, anciently called Joppa, fome account

to be more ancient than the deluge, faying, that^it

was the place where Noah lived, and built his ark,

and went into it and his family ; tor which I muft re-

fer the reader to Pliny, Pompqnius Mela, and Vof-

fius i
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fills i others, on the contrary fay, that this town was

never in being 'till built by Japhet, Noah's Ion. How-
ever antiquarians may fettle thefe difficulties, it was
unqueftion.ibly the place where the prophet Jonah em-
barked for Nineveh on his divine million tor preach-

ing repentance to it's inhabitants ; likewife where St

Peter reftored Tabitha to liie ; it was likewife in anci-

ent time the only fea-port of all Judea, and whither

Solomon ordered the cedars to be brought from Leba-
non at building the temple at Jerufilem.

Strabo mentions a particular ot this city, which is

abfolutely falfe •, he fays, that from the eminence on
which this city is builr, you have a fight ot Jerufalem.

Now this is really impofiible, both on account of the

great diftance, and the dilpofition of the intermediate

country. This city has been fcveral tin"kes pillaged

and deflroyed. For befides Ceftius and Judas Mac-
cabeus, the emperor Vefpalian totally demolifhed it,

as being then a neft of pirates ; and even caufed a

large fortrefs to be built there, to keep the adjacent

country in awe. \n more modern times it fufrered

the fame fate from one of the Soldans of Egypt ; and

afterwards the Saracens totally ruined it, that it might

be no longer a receptacle for Chriftian fliips.

At prefent this place rather refembles a village

than a town ; mod of it's inhabitants are Arabians,

and live in extreme poverty, except thofe concerned in

the foap and cotton manufaftures.

Having landed our baggage we waited on the fa-

ther procurator, who is lent by the father guardian of

Jerufalem, to receive the European pilgrims going to

the Holy Land.

We defired this father to inform us of the moll

convenient and fafeft method of going to Jerufa-

lem Accordingly he told us, that we might travel

thither as merchants or brothers. If the latter, and

thus put ourfelves under the protedlion of his order,

he muft previouHy write to the father guardian for a

licence

;



298 Travels through part of Europe,

licence •, becaufe if we went without, the confequencc

would be excommunication ; but with a licence it

would coft us, exclufive of our fervants, each fcventy

five piafters, which money we mull give to him, and

thus we fhould have the liberty of vifiting all the holy

places •, and the father guardian himfelf would take care

to pay all the caphars. On the contrary, if we chofe

to travel as merchants, it would coft us at leaft two
hundred piafters each. But to this we could give him
no pofitive anfwer, the governor of the caftle, to whom
we had letters of recommendations happening to be

out a hunting.

In the mean time, together with the bifhop of Ceri-

nes, and the Greek pilgrims, we took up our abode

in the convent of the Greeks there, which, like the fa-

ther procurator's houfe, ftands near the fhore, and

feems to have been a part of the arfenal for the

gallies.

By the fea-fide is alfo a convent of Armenians,

which has a very pleafant profpe6b, and good accom-

modations •, here we faw feveral Arabian inhabitants

of Jaffa, going along almoft naked, the greateft part of

them had not fo much as a fhirt, or a pair of breeches,

though fome wore a kind of mantle -, and the women
had two veils, one black, which quite cover'd their

faces, and a white one over that. The children ran

about almoft as naked as they v/ere born, though they

all had little chains about their legs as an ornament,

and fome of filver. Along the fhore on the other fide

of the town ftood a fmall caftle, with a few guns for

frightening the corfairs. We likewife faw feveral

ruins, and a little without the town that of a church,

dedicated to St George. The Chriftians have feveral

times ufed great endeavours for rebuilding this church,

and the patriarch of Jerufalem had even obtained a li-

cence from court, yet the Arabians continually hinder

it by their violences and oppreflions.

Ibrahim
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Ibrahim A g a , the governor of the caftle, being

returned from hunting, we waited on him, and ac-

cording to the cuftom of the country, he in perfon

led us to the toll collector, to whom we were to pro-

duce our firman or licence, on which he faid, that

no caphar money could be required of us, but our let-

ters Ihewing us to be perfons of fome rank, he in-

timated to us, that he expefted a watch, a pair of

piftols, or the like, as a gratuity. Having confulted

on this innuendo, in order to be free from any mole-
ftations, we fent him, by one of our fervants, the

very fum which he could have demanded of us for

caphar, had we been without any firman, viz, thirty

piafters for ourfelves and fervants ; and this fatisfied

his rapacity.

As we now were for fctting out for Ramah, Ibra-

him Aga, at our requefl, immediately provided us

with horfes. At the town's end we were again teazed

by a kind of cuftom-houfe officers, to give them fom.e-

thing -, but that we might not confent in keeping \]p

the bad cuftom of encouraging impofition, we denied

them with fome harfimefs, and in company with a

caravan proceeded towards Ramah, attended only

by a party of twelve troopers, there being little danger

on this road. The diftance from Joppa to Ramah
is computed at twelve miles.

We firft paft over one of the moft beautiful plains

imaginable, but of which only a fmall part near

Joppa is cultivated. I'his plain extends itfelf as far

as the eye can reach, and is by the prophet Ifaiah called

Sharon, from a town which formerly ftood there.

Many are of opinion, that this is the very plain where

Jofhua defeated the live kings when at his invoca-

tion tht fun ft:oodJiill^ and the moonfiayed.

About two miles from Joppa we came to a fmall

village, lying in the midft of a great many ruins, nd

a little beyond it pafs'd through a large wood of oiive-

trees, which, contrary to the cuftom of the country,

were
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\yere planted with fome regularity ; on our kft-liand

we faw a large mofque, with no Icfs than nine cupola's,

and foon after arrived near Ram ah, but before going

into the place, we were obliged to pafs one by one

before the Pafcha's lieutenant, every pilgrim paying

him fifteen paras, tho' we being Franks were exempt.

RamaHj by the Turks called Ramlee, lies in a

large plain, and it's neighbourhood is extremely plea-

fant, efpecially in fpring, before the great heats come
on. Many are ot opinion, that this was the country

of Jofeph of Arimathea.

At prefent it is without walls, and looks more
like a large village than a city. The houfes are very

mean, moft of them only of one ftory, and the doors

defignedly very low, that the Arabians may not come
into the houfes on horfe back : the walls of them are

extremely thick, for the better keeping out the heat of

the fun, which, otherwife, would be quite unfupport-

able to them.

The town is chiefly inhabited by Turks, Arabians,

and likewife Greeks, who yet underftand no other

tongue than the Arabic. Kefides thefe native inhabi-

tants there are generally fome French merchants with a

vice-conful, likewife Latin Chriftians, called Maro-
nites. The government of this place, which likewife

comprehends that of Gaza, was formerly hereditary in

a certain family -, but at prefent the Grand Signior no-

minates the perfon •, his refidence is tar from being

fplendid, but the Pafchas are not greatly concerned

at it, as generally they continue but a very little

time in this poft.

We put up at the convent of the fathers of the

Holy Land, founded by Philip the Good, duke of
Burgundy: it is pretty handfomely built, alter the mode
of this country, wirh very neat terraffes, or flat roofs,

whence there is a view over the whole city and the

neighbouring places It has alfo a fmall church, which

according to the tradition of the fathers rtands on the

founda-
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foundations of Jofcph of Arimathea's houfe. ' The
French Merchants and vice-conful (which is but a

title, ufcd as a defence againit the opprelTions of the

l\irks) carry on a large trade in cotton, exporting

annually five and twenty hundred bales. The Ra-
mah foap is likewife in greater repute than that of Je-
rulaleni. I was told, that a great deal of it is fent to

Europe, and efpecially to France, as a very profitable

comn'jodity.

Without the town we likewife faw the ruins of
a church, faid to be built by the emprefs Helena, in

memory ot the forty martyrs killed in Armenia, whofe
bodies are here depolited, lor which reafon it is cal-

led the church of the forty martyrs. The tower,

w^hich is fquare, is ilill entire, except that, as they

fay, it was formerly as high again ; but on a clofe in-

fpeftion, the church appears much more probably to

be a ftrufture of later times, and to have been built

by the French, whilft their countrymen were fove-

reigns of Jerufalem. You afcend this fteeple by a

hundred and twenty fteps of a (tone equally hard and
beautiful. The church is of Gothick architedure,

and from the remains, which conlift of lofty arched

ifles and cloyfters, it muft formerly have been very

large and ftately. The Turks have made an oratory

of part of it ; and in the center, where formerly

flood the choir, built a finall mofquei and where-
cvcr they have done this there is no recovering fuch

churches out of their hands. Near this church are

two fubterraneous cavities fupported by arches, which
probably were rcfervoirs, though Ibme fay they ferved

for religious meeting-places.

Having fpent a tew days at Ramah, we were
proceeding to Jerufalem with the caravan, but were
obliged to return on account of a kind of tumult

among the Arabians, one of their countrymen having

been taken prifbner, and put under confinement for a

robbery committed on fonie Turks going to Gaza,

coutrary
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contrafy to their promife of keeping the road fafe,

for which they are allowed a proportion out of the ca-

phar money paid by the pilgrims.

The Arabians in thele parts are all banditti, and

GommiOnly divided into two dalles, namely, the horfe

and foot i the firft generally incamp in the large plains

with their herds and flocks, and removing as they find

pailure and water •, their ufual food is camels milk,

bread, rice, and greens, and their tents are of goats

fkins •, they have their emirs or corrunanders in chief,

to whom they pay great reipecl and obedience. They
are alfo divided into feveral fadions or parties, which

fometimes occafion inteftine wars. Their arms are

lances or fpears, Vs^hich they throw with great force

and dexterity •, likewife large poniards. Their horfes

are fure footed, and very good both for expediti-

on and fatigue. The fecond, namely the villagers

or foot, live among the mountains in huts made of

dried mud and ftones picked up among the ruins of

ancient buildings. Thefe villagers are likewife often

at war among themfelves ; their arms are mufl<ets and

poniards ; fome alfo have lances, and occafionally

ferve on horfeback, under their chiefs. Mod of thefe

are dependants or vaffals of the cavalry.

These Arabians, in general, are not fanguinary or

inhuman, contenting themfelves only with ftripping

travellers, without any other injury. Indeed the belt

way, when it is one's misfortune to fall in their hands,

is immediately, without any expoftulating, or intrea-

ties, to flrip one's felf, and willingly offer them all

one has ; they are pleafed with this fubmiffion, and

then fometimes leave the perfon his fhirt or breeches.

It may be thought, that proper means would put

a ftop to fuch diforders, but hitherto nothing has an-

fwered the end ; for fhould a Frank, with his mufket,

kill two or three of thefe Arabians, this would have no

good etfeft, he would only be in more danger of his

life j and were it his good fortune to efcape, the Ara-

bians
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bians would revenge it on the fathers of the convents

in the Holy Land by a thoufand infults and extortions -,

and not let a Frank pafs without firft paying a confi-

derable fum of money, or delivering up him that kil-

led their comrades.

Sever A L Englifli Aleppo merchants, all well arm-
ed, going to Jerufalem, were attacked by the Arabi-

ans j they one and all behaved with the greateft brave-

ry, and repulfed the enemy, after killing fome on the

fpot -, but this was of little advantage to them, for

foon after, when they thought they had got clear of

the Arabians, thefe having muftered a greater number
fell on the Englifh, and all their ammunition being

fpent, were obliged to fubmit ; their lives, which was

a kind of wonder, were fpared in confideration of a

large fum of money, but they were moft cruelly

beaten.

The greateft danger along this road is, when the

Arabian villagers are at war with each other, as then

the peafants are fcouring the country, burning the

corn of their enemies, cutting down the branches of

the olive-trees, carrying off their flieep, and doing them
all poflible damage, but never touch their lives ; and
this is their manner of waging war, that a traveller

who happens to be paffing through their country at

fuch a jundture, muft be very fortunate indeed, if he

does not fall into the hands of at leaft one party.

After ftaying fome days at Ramah, the Pafcha

feeing that menaces availed nothing (for he had

fent word to the Arabians, that if they would not

let the caravan pafs on, he would order the prifoner

to be cafouk'd or impail'd) at laft he releas'd the pri-

foner, and lor the better reconcilement, clothed him
from head to foot. The Arabians, not to be behind

hand in generofity, fent back every thing that had

been taken from the Turks, with agreeable aflurances,

that we might fet out without fear of moHlation,

which we immediately embraced ; and not far from

Ramah,
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Ramah law a whole tov/n, anciently called L-iddau^

all in ruins, except a church, dedicated to St George^

the conqueror of the dragon ; though this (lory of St

George and the dragon, according to Baronius, and

many other writers, is to be accounted only as an em-
blem, if not derived from the fable of Andromeda,

who at Joppa was delivered by Perfius from the fea^

monfter to which fhe was expofed *. About eight

miles farther we faw a body ofArabians coming towards

Hs, and v/e expected every moment that our efcort,

and others, would come to blows ; however, one of

our troopers riding up to the Arabians filled them with

other thoughts, and they made a fign to usj that we
might go down the hill, and the chiefs ordered their

men to file off", which they immediately did, and even

a party of the Arabians attended us to the moun-
tains.

The diftance from Ramah to the mountains is

about twelve miles, and then one enters on eighteen

miles of a very difficult and toilfome road -, a little

on this fide the mountains, on the left-hand, is a

village half in ruins, and likewife the rudera of large

flrud:ures : this place is call'd // hon hadron, or the

good robber, from a notion, that the penitent thief

who was crucified with our Saviour lived here.

Not far from hence, but among the mountains we
left on our right hand a village of very wretched ap-

pearance, with the ruins of a convent and church de-

dicated to St Jeremiah ; and from it this v.llage de-

rives it's name of Jeremiah ; and not, as others fay, for

being the birth-place of the prophet Jeremiah. The
land about this village is very well cultivated, and v/a-

tered with excellent fprings ; and the whole mountain

where we then were had a fertile appearance, the corn

growing in great abundance, even among the firone^.

We alfo faw from the ruins of feveral places, fufficient

indications, that they were of Genoefe origin.

Further
* Vi'i. Reland. Paleft. \\\K^t. Lib. JJI. p. 864.
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A SiMALL difiance furrher, we faw on the right-

hand, near the fummit of a mountain, a village, with

the appearance of a caftle, and by the Arabians called

Modin. This is fuppofed to be the burial-place of

Maccabees -, and it was no fmall vexation, that we
could not vifit it for further information, efpecially as

according to the firft book of the Maccabees, their

monuments mud have been very luperb. On the fame

road} but a little farther, is ftill exiiling a village, cal-

led Cubbeib, thought to be the ancient Emmaus.
After paffing a bridge we came into a valley called

the vale of Bitumen, very famous all over thefe parts,

for David's vidory over Goliath. At this bridge the

pilgrims were again to pay, fome more and fome
'lefs.

At length, along a very ilony and troublefome

way we came to the walls of the celebrated city ot Je-

rulalem •, a fight the more pleafing to the pilgrims, as

every where they had been fleec'd by the exadions of

the Turks \ and even at the gate we entered, which

was that of Bethlehem, another payment was de-

manded. Here we were to ftay 'till a perfon came to

receive from us the duty demanded for entrance, and

and condudting us to the convent.

Thus the Fafcha eafily comes to the knowledge of

what numbers of ftrangers arrive, and who are further

to pay another toll for his cfcoiting the pilgrims to

Jordan, whether they go or not.

It was about four a clock in the afternoon when we

entered tiie city of Jerufalem j and went immediately

to the convent of the fathers of the Holy Land, where

we were extremely well received and entertained -,

there being always a brother appointed for the reception

of any pilgrims, and to be their guide in vifiting the

Guriofities of tiie city.

Vol. K X CHAP.
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CHAP. XX.

Account offome of the holy places ivithin the city of

Jerusalem 5 likeivife of the Eajler ceremonies^

&c.

TH E day we entered Jcrufalem was the Friday

before Eafter, and exprefling an inclination to

go and wait on the guardian of our convent, who is

ftiled Reverendi/Jhnus, we were intormed, that he and

feveral other ecclefiafticks were in the church of the

holy fepulchre, afllfting at the fervice of that folemn

day ; on which, curious to fee thefe ceremonies, we hur-

ried away, but tho' the church doors were locked, yet

by virtue of feventy-five paras we procured admifTion.

We enter the church of the holy fepulchre through

a fmall door, which firft leads into a large court with

the church-door direftly before; on the lett-hand

is the Greek convent, and the tower built in the Go-
thick manner, but not fo high as formerly •, neither

is there now any bells, though once noted for having

eighteen.

In this area are four pedeftals of pillars, and pof-

fibly there might have been here a portico of many
more fuch pillars •, on the right-hand are feveral cha-

pels, as thofe of the bleffed Virgin, Mount Calva-

ry, &c. Near this place are three doors, the firft

leading to the Coptick chapel, the fecond to an Ar-
menian chapel, and through the third you afcend to

a Greek church, in which is ftill fliewn the place where
Abraham attempted to facritice his fon Ifaac.

Th e gate of the church iticlf is in the Gothick tafle,

without any regularity in it's conftruftion •, it's entrance

is always guarded by a Turk, to whom the Pafcha farms'

it, and generally for no lefs than a hundred piailers

per annum ; and this fum is made up with good
intereft
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interell by paras or pennies, payable by the pil-

grims.

In this door, or entrance of the chureh, are large

h.olcs or openings, through which vicluals are handed
to thoie within the church while it is locked ; for the

Turks always carry the keys with them, and open it

only at tix'd times. The gate of this church is embel-

lilhcd v/ith live marble pillars of different colours, but

of little beauty or fymmetry in the architefture •, in one

of thefe pillars, on the left-hand, is a cleft or fiflure,

occafioncd, as they tell you, by the burfting out of

the facred fire, a Jew having, with a large fum, brib-

ed the Turks not to allow the Chriftians to celebrate

the holy feaft any more. 1 o this likewife there hangs

another table, intimating that no Jew, on pain of death,

is to fet his foot within the area of this church. One
obfei'ves along the capital of the gate, feveral bafib re-

livo's of paflages in our Saviour's life, as his entrance

into Jerufalem on Palm-Sunday, his Crucifixion, and

the like, but of very ordinary execution. On the

left-hand of this gate is likewife a door, but at pre-

fent wall'd up •, at the entrance of the church are two
large Corintliian columns, remains ot the old church,

being now within the ftructure. We were immediately

conducted to the holy fepulchre, which is a particular

fquare edifice, ftanding diredly under the large cu-

pola of this church ; you enter through a narrow door,

leaving your flioes without, and firft come into a fmall

chamber, in the middle of which is a fcone, on which

one of the angels, which guarded the fepulchre, is faid

to have fat.

Hence you pafs to a fecond fmall chamber, where

on the left-hand is the fepulchre itfelf, which is every

where incrulliated with marble; and before it is a

painting ot the refurred:ion.

This fepulchre was originally hewn in a rock, but

at prefent, together with Mount Calvary, it is en-

tirely levell'd ; and on this area was built the above-

X 2 mentioned
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inentioiied church. Over the fepulchre hang about

fifty filver lamps j hkcwife a charger of gold belong-

ing to the Greeks : but none of any other community,
except the fathers of the Holy Land, or of the Latin

church, are allowed to celebrate mals on the fepulchre,

though the entrance is free to every one, paying the

ulual toll to a Turk, who continually attends there.

During Eafter, the outfide of this fepulchre is covered

v*'ith curious tapelfry, on which are rich embroideries

of our Saviour's paffion and refurredion ; over the

itrufture, within which the fepulchre (lands, is a fmall

cupola, fupported by twelve porphyry pillars, which,

«t this joyful feafon were covered with rich filks and

hangings ; the outfide of this ftrufture is little elfe

than an aflemblage of rocky mif-fliapen ftones, with

fome contemptible pillars, by way of ornament. In

a word, there is neither beauty, regularity, or gran-

deur, in the whole piece.

On the top are feveral holes, or apertures, for gi-

ving vent to the fmoak, occafioned by fo great a num-
ber of lamps continually burning, and caufe a very

fufFocating heat, efpecially when a large number of

people are here at the fame time-, though the fecond

chapel, containing the holy fepulchre, will hold only

Jix or eight perfons.

On a ftone lying on the rock, in which the holy

fepulchre is hewn, are four fmall holes, placed in the

form of a crofs, faid to be imprelTions made by St

George's fingers ; and that the lacred fire once iffued

through them.

The Greeks and Armenians are poflefTed of a

ftrange fuperftition, with regard to thefe holes, and

even try their fpiritual Hate by them, which is done

in the follov/ing manner : They kifs the ftone very

devoutly, fhut their eyes, and endeavour to put their

iour fingers into them. If by accident they fucceed,

they are firmly perfuaded that they have certainly ac-

quired a feat in heaven.

LsAViNe
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I-EAviNG this church we retired to the convent

of the ecclefiafticks, who officiate here -, but it being

Good-friday our iuppcr proved a very fober repaft,

confifting only of iaiiad, eggs, very indiiferent falt-

iifli and bread : the monks indeed contented them-

ielves with bread and failad only.

DuR iNG the whole fupper one of the fathers read

an excellent moral ledlure out of an Italian book ; and

when the repaft was over, the father guardian retired

with the other eeclefiafticks, to drefs himfelf for per-

forming the duties of the night ; and we, in the mean
time, vifited, with our guide, the chapel of the Ap-
parition, which we found very beautifully ornament-

ed. Soon after after fun-fet all the candles were put

out, the doors locked, and one of the eeclefiafticks

preached in Italian from thefe words : h ifia nox tene-

brofa^ ISc. In this dark night, &:c. The reafon for

putting out all the lights is, that they think darknefs

better adapted to religious worfhip, particularly the

melancholy fubjcd: now commemorated.
Sermon being over the candles were again lighted,

and a wax taper given to every one of the audience,

in order to aflift at the proceftion now to be perform-

ed. Every one of the eeclefiafticks had alfo a book,

containing the hymns appointed to be fung in every

confecrated place.

At the head of this proceflion was carried a large

crofs, with the figure of a man nailed to it, ftrcaked

with blood and the fculpture fo finely executed, that

it reprefented, in a very lively manner, the melancho-

ly fpedacle of our Saviour hanging on the crols.

This was foUov/ed by feveral other crolTes. The fa-

ther guardian afiiftcd at this proceffion, drefted in

his mitre and crofier, as is common on all great

feftivals.

We next pafled by the place, where our Saviour is

fiiid to have appeared to Mary -, and where he fhewed

himfelf in the drefs of a gardener to Mary Magda..

X 2 lene.
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lene. "We alfo pafTed by feveral chapels, as that of

the imprifonment of St Longinus, &c. and at length

Hopped before the chapel of the Divifion of the apparel.

At each the proper hymns were fung, and the prayers

read ; and here an ecclefiailick preached a fermon in

French fuitable to the occafion. This divine was ac

that time prefident of the holy fepulchre, the next

place in dignity to that of the guardian, but is he'd

only for three months ; for the lathers of the Holy
Land confiltirig chiefly of three nations, France, Spain,

and Italy, they muft be equally refpefted , and in or-

der to this, the Scuttoris, as it is called, confilfs of

the father guardian an halian, the father vicar a

Frenchman, and the father procurator a Spaniard :

and of three other lathers, who have no dignity, and

therefore called difcreti ; a prcHdent is every three

nionths, chofen of a different nation ; and who, in

the abfence or ficknefs of the lather guardian, fupplies

his place.

The next flop was at the chapel of the pillar called

IfVtproperii. And here another French lermon was

delivered, a monk ilanding by the preacher, holding

in his hand a large crofs.

We now palled by the chapel of St Flelena, near

which is another dedicated to the Invention of the

crofs, and faid to have been built on the very fpot

where the true crofs was found.

We were now arrived at the foot of Mount Calva-

ry, and all afcended it barefooted, leaving our Hioes

at the bottom of the fteps. Here the French vicar

preached before the altar, and ftood on the very fpot

where our Saviour is faid to have been nailed to the

crofs. Now the large crofs, which had hitherto been

carried at the head ot the proceffion, was fixed in the

hole where the true crofs flood, v;hile our Redeemer
fuffered on it,

We next heard a very elegant and pathetic difcourfe

in Italian j after which two ecclefiafticks, one repre-

fenting
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Tenting NicodcMiius, and the other Jofeph of Arima-
thea, approached the crois, with the grcateft marks of

Veneration, in order to take down tlie body •, but

previoufly crowned it with a filver diadem, reprefent-

ed a crown of thorns •, when every one chnibed up tc^

kifs the ftatue. IMie ccclefiafticks now, in order to

make a greater fnev/ of devotion, began all to fmite

heavily on their breaft, and every one applied himlelf

with alacrity to draw the nails out of the crofs.

This ftatue was fo artfully formed, that when the

nails were drawn out of the hands and feet, every part

ol it was moveable, and reprefented exac5lly a human
corpfe, except in fize, which was confiderably lefs than

a man. The place indeed was not high enough to ad-

mit a crofs of the natural bignefs.

This ceremony I have defcribed with all poffiblc

accuracy. It was inftituted to inflame the devotion of

all who viflt the holy places, by conveying the moft

lively idea of the pafilon of our Saviour.

Now the two ecclefiafticks reprefenting Nicodemus
and Jofeph of Arimathea, wrapped up this ftatue in fine

linnen, on which were embroidered the arms of Jerufa-

lem, being a red crofs, furrounded with four fmaller.

This being performed we defcended from Mount
Cavalry greatly afteded vnth the folemn manner of

their chanting the hym.ns. The ftatue was alfo brought

down to the ftone of unclion, where our Saviour's bo-

dy is laid to have been anointed.

Here the lather guardian anointed the fuppofed

body with fragrant baliams, while the ecclefiafticks

perfumed the ftone nncl audience with the fmoke of

their incenfe. After which one of them preached in

Arabick ; but as we did not underftand him, we
thought his difcourfe tedious.

The whole procefTion now followed this anointed

ftatue to the holy fepulchre, into which the reprefen-

tatives of Nicodemus and Jofeph carried it, the father

guardian alfo goin^ in with them, Here a Spanifh

X 4 cede-
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ecclefiaftick delivered a fermon in his own language,

which put a period to this mournful ceremony, which
lafted 'till after midnight. Li the mean time the fup-

pofed body was not left in the tomb, but at the con-
clufion of the procefTion carried back to the convent.

A vaft concourfe of various people and nations were
affembled to fee this ceremony j but the Tuiks took
care to keep good order.

On Saturday, the fervice appointed for this day by
the church of Rome was performed here, namely, the

confecration of the incenle and wax tapers.

An altar was, on this occafion, ere6led before the

door of the holy fepulchre, very magnificently deco-

rated with precious ftones, and filver utenfils, and the

father guardian celebrated a high mafs in his ponti-

ficalia,

"When thefe hlver veiTels were brought from Jop-
pa to Jerufilem, the Turks, on loofening the bails,,

happened to get a fight of them, and fent them to the

Pafcha of Ramah, who, dazzled v/ith their richnefs,

faid the work was lb fine, that fome of it ought to go
to Mahomet's tomb at Mecca -, and under this pre-

tence, though contrary to juflice, he •;uok part of it,

and aftually fent it to Mecca.

This fervice gave me an opportunity of feeing fe-

veral extraordinary filver lamps ; particularly that

hanging in the center, which is oi a furprifing magni-

tude, and of which it may be juftly faid, Materiam

fuperavit opus^ the workmanfhip is more valuable than

the materials •, for befides other embellifhmcnts, the

arms of Spain are very curiouny engraven in eight

places, and round the whole are thefe words :

Ph ilippus IIL Rex Hifpaniarmn me donavit.

This lamp, which was made at Naples, is, by

fome faid to have coft thirty thoufand crov/ns ^ but

others fay, only fo many Dutch guilders.

The
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Th e ceremony being over, we were defirous of
taking a more deliberate view of all the holy places,

which we had only as it were palled through, and
even in the night. In order to this, we began with

the chapel of the Apparition, where our Saviour is

faid to have appeared to the bleiled Virgin after his

rcfurrection. In this chapel is fliewn the very place

v^here this was tranfactcd -, alio, where the three

crofies were found by the emprefs Helena ; and in or-

der to afcertain which of the three was the very crofs

on which our Saviour fuffered, a dead body was laid

fucceflively on all the croiles ; but no looner did it

touch the la(l, than it revived and came perfedly to

life; and thus proved, beyond a pofTibility of doubt,

which was the true crofs they were defirous of difco-

vering.

On the left fide of the altar, which on thefe occa-

fions is pompoufiy decorated, we were made to ob-

ferve a place defended by lattice-work, where former-

ly was kept a piece of the real crofs, but by fome ac-

cident was loil. For during a fevere perfecui.on

againft the fathers of the Holy Land, when fome fled,

and others were carried prifoners to Damafcus, they

left with the Armenians feveral things of great value,

and among others this piece of the real crofs. The
the Armenians carefully preferved this relick in one of

their churches •, but when the fathers were permitted to

come again to Jerufalem, the Armenians, inftead of

r«eturning that facred depofit, had recourfe to evafion.

At laft, however, they offered to give it up for a

thoufand piaftcrs ; but the father procurator fufpedted

there might be fome equivocation intended, told the

perfon who brought the meffagc, that they afl<cd too

little, and that the fathers would readily give tv/o

thoufand for it, could they be affured of having the

identical piece returned ; and in order to this, requi-

red that the piece of wood fhould undergo the trial by
fire, and if it was not confumed they v;ould readily
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pay the propofed ftim •, it being here firmly believed,

that the real crofs is abiolutely incombuftible, and ever

fince it's difcovery by St Helena has diflinguiflied itfeif

by innumerable miracles. But this propofal was re-

ie(5led ; and the fathers never recovered their valuable

relick. However, the invention of the crofs itfeif is

attended with fo many ftrange circumftances, that it

has not gained full credit with thofe who do not think

mere tradition fufhcient evidence.

On the right-hand of the fame altar is another ca-

vity, defended by lattice-work, where a piece of the

pillar to which our Saviour was bound, at his flagel-

lation, is kept ; at leaft they pretend it to be fuch,

for a fimilar piece was fhewn to me at Rome. This

pillar appears to have been of granite, and the piece

here preserved is faid to have on it feveral fpots of

our Saviour's blood. The pilgrims, who come hither

to perform their devotions, are permitted to touch

this relick with a ftick appropriated to this ufe, and

which they afterwards kifs.

From this chapel we croffed a very beautiful pave-

ment of black and veined ftones, hewn out of the

mountains near the Dead Sea. One of thefe ftones,

they tell you, covers the place where our Saviour

ftood, when he appeared to Mary Magdelene in the

drefs of a gardener •, and another the place where that

Mary ftood.

In pafiing from hence on the left-hand, we came to.

a fmall chapel, where our Saviour is faid to have been

imprifoned before his crucifixion. In the pavement,

near the door, are three large holes, and againft the

wall an altar of marble, fupported by three flender fi-

gures. Thefe holes, if we will believe the Greeks

and Armenians, are the imprelTions of our Saviour's

feet •, and that formerly the feet of criminals were

placed in them, and faftened there with chains.

I HEP.E with regret faw a remarkable piece of fu-

perftition of the pilgrims, who after uttering a devout

prayer
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prayer on their knees, placed their feet in thefe holes,

and then with looks exprefnve of the mod fervent

devotion, crept on their hands and knees under the

altar

With regard to the chapel itfelf, it is very low,

fmall, and dark. At the end of it is an altar, but

not at all remarkable for its fplendor. The ]:iilgrims,

however, approach it with the greateft devotion, and
kifs the ground under the altar.

The next chapel is that of St Longinus, Hiid to

have been the foidier who pierced our Saviour's fide

while on the crofs ; but being afterwards converted,

was made a bifliop, and died a martyr. This chapei

is alfo dark, and deftitutc of ornaments. The holy

crols is faid to have lain here for fome time. This
chapel belongs to the Armenians.

At a little diftance trom hence is a fmall chapel,

faid to have been built on the fpot where the foldiers

divided our Saviour's garments j but at prefent affords

nothing remarkable.

Near this chapel are a flight of fteps, leading

down to the church of St Helena. This ftru6lure has

a beautiful cupola, and in it two altars, the leaft

of which is dedicated to the penitent thief. The
fathers, by order ot the Pope, at a time when the

Armenians ftemed inclined to contorm to the doctrine

and difcipline of the church of Rome, translerred

this church to them. The root is fupported by four

huge and irregular pillars ; and on the left-hand, in

going towards the altar, is the place where St Helena
is faid to have flood at the time ot difcovering tlie ho-

ly crofs.

From hence you look down through a fmall win-

dow into a chapel, in appearance hewn out ot a rock ;

but which I fhould have taken for a refervoir. We,
however, defcended into it by a tiight of ileps, and

found the walls every where covered with plaifler, and

at one end of it an altar, dedicated to die holy crols,

which
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which is there reprefented in a very dilproportionatc

manner.

Here they fliew the place where the crofs lay fo

long buried under the earth •, and on this occafion the

ecclefiafticks never fail to inform travellers, that this

place, where the crofs had been concealed by the Jews,

being known to one of that people, no kind of tortures

could prevail on him to difcover it ; 'rill, at length,

being convinced of" it's being facred, by the miracles

he had feen performed by it, voluntarily made the

difcovery, and at the fame time embraced the Chriflian

faith. But however this be, the invention of the

crofs has given rife to abundance of fuperftition.

A CERTAIN writer called Ducantes pretends, that,

this crofs was made of four forts of wood.

Pes Cedrns eft^ tnincus Cupreffus^ Olivia fupremum,

Palmaque tranfverfum, Chrijti funt in Cruce lignum.

But I cannot fee the leaft reafon for fuch a conjec-^

ture, nor why the Jews, wlio certainly had little re-

gard to Chrift, ihould have chofen tor his crofs thefe

four kinds of wood, none of which were common.
Lipfius will have the crofs to have been made of oak ;

but thi$ is nothing more than opinion -, nor is it of

the leaft importance what kind of wood it was. Be-

fides an ill ufe is often made of fuch conjeftures by al-

legorical explications, tending only to nourifh fuper-

ftition, and divert the mind from the effential parts of

Chriftianity.

From the church of St Helena we went to the cha-

J)el of the pillar Improperii, or pillar of reproach.

This chapel has an altar, behind which we were fhewn

a piece of granite pillar, being, according to tradi-

tion, a relick ot that on which our Saviour was feated

by the foldiers, when they committed thofe brutal in-

fults and outrages againft his facred perfon, mentioned

in the hiftory of his paffion.

The
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The next place generally vifited is Mount Calvary,

or Golgotha ; and as this was formerly a mountain,

the afcent to it is flill by Teveral fteps. On the top of

it is now built a very beautiful chapel, the floor of

which is particularly remarkable, as confifting of fmall

ftones of different colours, finely inlaid. The cieling

alfo is finely decorated with moiaic, but confiderably de-

faced by the fmoak of the great number of lamps coa-

tinualiy burning here No perion afcends to this cha-

pel without leaving his flioes at the bottom of the

lleps.

This chapel has two altars, one faid to be placed

en the very fpot where our Saviour was nailed to the

crofs •, and which melancholy tranfaclion is beautifully

reprefented in an elegant piece of painting near the al-

tar. No perfon is allowed to approach the place where
this horrid deed was perpetrated, fo that the pilgrims

content themfelves with kilTing this variegated pave-

ment, and wetting it with their tears. The other altar

is erected in commemoration of our Saviour's cruci-

fixion ; and before it is a hole in which the crofs is faid

to have flood.

Th IS hole was formerly covered with a large circu-

lar plate of filver, decorated with a fine baflb relievo

of our Saviour's paffion •, and faid to have been fent

hither by a prieft called Cira -, but the patriarch has

fince made ibme alterations, and caufed to be placed

over it another magnificent plate, prefented to thi3

chapel by a prince ot Wallachia, of the houfe of Can-
tacutzeno, which has given leveral emperors to Con-
ftantinople. Though the beauty of the former were
much better adapted to the place, this being rather

calculated for private reputation, having on it a fpread

eagle with a globe in tlie center, finely engraved, and
round it thefe words:

CEMHANOC KANTAKOTZHNOI,
YI02 APAHHTZI KANT.U.OTZEHNOT KEfJATGU \C.

Th I s
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This plate is nothing more than an ornament, lea-

ving the hole in which the crois was placed open.

This hole is oi a confiderable depth, and lined with

marble. It is impofi^ble to expi"els the devout manner
in which fome pilgrims offer up their prayers in this

chapel.

Near this place, on the left-hand, we were lliewri,

through a grate, the cleft or opening, made in the rock

at our Saviour's death. And indeed the cleft is fuch,

that it is impoffible to have been done by art -, for it

reaches to the very bottom of the mountain, where it

is alfo feen in another chapel. Among the lamps kept

continually burning in this chapel, that fufpended over

the hole of the crofs is particularly remarkable ; being

entirely of gold, and was a prefent from Peter the

Great, Czar of Mufcovy, and accordingly belongs to

the Greeks, who have alone the privilege of celebra-

ting mafs at the altar. Here is alfo a large crofs, and

feveral paintings in the Greek tafte. Between thefe

two altars is a third much fmaller than the others, and

belonging to the Latins. Over it is a fine pourtrait of

the holy Virgin weeping.

This, and many other facred places, the fathers of

the Holy Land have lately recovered the property of;

for the Greeks were in poffeflion of them all But

the Turks offering to confer the whole on the Latins,

they thanked them for their intended favour, defiring

nothing more than what formerly belonged to them.

Oppofite to thefe altars is a large chair, probably in-

tended for the Greek patriarch I was furprized to

hear, that fuch indulgence was fhewn to the irregular

zeal of the pilgrims, as to fuffer them to fpend a whole

night in this chapel.

Below this chapel is another much fmaller, ereft-

ed on the fpot where the virgin Mary ftood weeping,

while her fon was hanging on the crofs. In it is a

painting, in which that event is finely reprefented.

After
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After defcending from Mount Calvary, we vifit-

cd another chapel. At the entrance is a marble tomb,
but without any ornament, and far beneath the deferts

of the hero, whofe body it contains. The epitaph alfo is

fo far from containing any thing of adulation, that to

me it feems not to do juftice to his great adions. The
epitaph is as follows

:

HIC lACET INCLITUS DUX GODEFRIDUS
DE BULION,

QUI TOTAM ISTAM TERRAM ACQUISI-
VIT CULTUI

CHRISTIANO, CUIUS ANIMA REGNET
CUM CHRISTO! AMEN.

On the left-hand is another tomb, and like the for-

mer, deftitue of ornaments, erected to the memory of

Baldwin, brother of Godfrey. But the epitaph Ibme-

thing more fublime.

REX BALDUINUS, TUDAS ALTER MA-
CHAByEUS,

SPES PATRI^, VIGOR ECCLESI^, VIRTUS
UTRIUSQUE,

QUEM FORMIDABANT, CUI DONA TRI-
BUTA FEREBANT

CEDAR ET /^GYPTUS, DAN, AC HOMI-
CIDA DAMASCUS,

PROH DOLOR! IN MODICO CLAUDITUR
FIOC TVMULO.

I COULD not help pitying the miftaken zeal of fe-

veral pilgrims, who either through ignorance or fu-

perftition, kiffed the tombs of theie heroes ; conclu-

ding, perhaps, that they mufl: have been faints, from

their being buried in fo lacrcd a place.

At a fmall diftance from thefe tombs, in the fime

chapel is another monument, which our guide told us

w^as
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was that of Melchifedeck •, and fome Italian regulars

infifted, that it was really true. So eafy is it to im-

poie the ftrangeft things on minds filled with credulous

fuperflition.

But what I looked upon as very remarkable was,

that the three places where Melchiredeck, Abraham,
and our Saviour, are faid to have offered their lacri-

lices fhould be lb near to one another, not being ten

fteps diftant. Probably the fuppofed tomb of Melchi-

fedeck, is that of one of Godfrey's fuccelTors.

At the upper end of this chapel is a Greek altar,

but without any ornament ; and on the right-fide a

orate, through which you have a fight of the cleft in

the rock. There is alfo in this rock another aperture,

where they pretend that Adam's fl<ull was found -, and

that from this Accident tlie mountain was called Gol-

gotha. I was not at all furprized to find, that the

Greeks and Armenians fhould lillen to this legendary

tale, being no flranger to their excefllve fuperftition ;

but was fiiocked to fee feveral of the European clergy

make no doubt of the truth of it. Here we faw many
votive pieces, confiiting of locks ot hair, teeth, and,

other particulars of the lame kind.

Near the flone of un6tion we faw four tombs of

European kings, but without any epitaph, fo that it

is impofiible to know the monarchs to whole memory
they are erefted.

The next objeft that engaged our attention, was

the Hone of unction on which our Saviour's body is

faid to have been anointed. It is about a foot above

the pavement •, but to defend it from the hands of the

pilgrims, who ufed to break off" fmall pieces from it,

is now covered with an afli coloured marble, and fur-

rounded with a low rail, which, however, does not

deprive the pilgrims of the fatisladion of killing it.

Over it hang feveral filver lamps, and though the

Itone itfelf is in the hands ot the Latins, all the lamps,

Che only excepted, belong to the Greeks.

Not
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Not far from hence they fhew the fpot where our

vSaviour's relations are faid to have flood, when they

faw him leading to the place of execution. A filver

lamp is kept burning here, and the ftone itfelf, which

indicates the fpot, is called the flone of relation j it

belongs to the Armenians.

The church ot the Soriani, or Syrians, we only

jpaffed through, it having nothing remarkable in it

:

the altar, and other parts of it, being very meanly
iurniilied. At the end of the church we defcended

into a fubterranean apartment, faid formerly to have

been a burial-place, and made by Nicodemus and Jo-
fcph ot" .*^rimathea for thcmfclves ; but according to

tradition they died and were buried in France.

Opposite to the church of the Syrians is another

fmall church built by the Coptis, diredtiy behind

the holy fepulchre-, but the ornaments of this likewife

are but mean. In order to build a church fo near the

holy fepulchre, they took the opportunity when the

fathers of the Holy Land were all carried away pri-

foners to Damafcus. No attempts, however, have

been made to moleft them. Perhaps they are fearful

that the Coptis might retaliate the injury in Egypt,

where they are very powerful j and permit the Latins

to celebrate mafs in a chapel, where the holy Virgin

is faid to have lived with her divine infant during her

ftay in Egypt.

Tfie Coptis were formerly very numerous at Jeru-

falem ; but at prefent one prieft and a few deacons are

all they can maintain This church, however, greatly

lefTens the fymmetrical appearance of that of the holy

fepulchre, though otherwife it can boaft of no great

regularity.

Over the entrance of the holy fepulchre (lands

a part ot the church belonging to the Greeks, and

which is feparated from the other part of the churcli,

by a large iron baluftrade ; this is the handfomefl and

mod magnificent Greek church throughout the whole

Vol. i> , y LevaiiCi
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Levant •, and is excellently illuminated by an ample

and very beautiful cupola, and on each fide are very

elegant feats of inlaid work ; likev/ife in this church

are two thrones, one on the right-hand for the patri-

arch, and the other on the left for a prelate of an in-

ferior rank.

Further in this church travellers are fiiewn a

fmall fquare ftone, with another in a pyramidical form

over it, and which is kiffed by the commonalty with

great devotion •, it being pretended to fland exactly in

the centre of the vv'hole world. The vice-patriarch,

whofe opinion I took the liberty to all^ concerning it,

gave me to underfland, that it really v/as in the center

of the church ; at the fame time adding, that Jerufa-

lem was exadly built in middle of the world.

In this church hangs a very large iron hoop or ring,

to which are faftened a great number of lamps, fo

difpofed as v/hen lighted, to be a great ornament to the

church ; this is in the Turkifh manner, who ufe fuch

hoops in their Mofques •, but befides this ring the

church is very well furniilied v/ith fiiver lamps and
candlefticks. The partition, which feparates the fanc-

tum fanftorum from the other part of the church, is

indeed of wood, but the beauty of the gilding and
painting on it is fuch, that it is always looked on with

pleafure. It has three doors, and within is a large in-

ililated altar v/ith a beautiful capital, fupported by four

pillars, anfwerable to all the other parts.

Behind the altar Hands a throne for the patriarch,

which, among other rich decorations, is inlaid with

mother of pearl, and on the right fide of this throne

is a large cavity in the wall for keeping feveral relicks,

which were iliev/n to us ; the principal were an arm of

Mary Magdalen, fome drops of the blood of John
the Baptift, and three or four bones of St Procopius.

On the left-hand of this throne was another fucli

cavity or clofet, in which was kept a great deal of

plate, as cups, crucifixes j but what the good eccle-

fiafticks



Afia Minor, the Archipelago, &c. 323
iiaflicks placed a greater Viiluc on, was a crucifix faid

to be made trom a piece of the true crofs.

The church of the holy lepulchre is in a great

meafure ilirrounded by a ilately colonade, which, 'till

of late, had been wholly pofTelFed by the Franks, or

European clergy ; but on the Armenians promifing

to put thcmfclves within the pale of the Roman
churdt, a part ot it was ceded to them by order of

the Pope ; though after getting what they had aimed
at they forgot their promife

On this part of the colonade the Armenians have

built their church, which, in all refpefls, is very

much inferior to that of the Greeks •, and what few

filver lamps it has are very fmall. This church, ac-

cording to their cuftom, is divided into two parts,

one half for the men, and the other for the women ;

it has alfo feveral fmall rooms over one another, v/here

pilgrims fleep on matreffes. For my part, I think

every refieftive lover of mankind, muft be affected

with the fight of people fo unhappily deceived, as to

miftake for religion Vv'hat is not injoined, nor lb much
as founded on common fenfe, and thus negleft the ef-

fential duties, the care of their families, their callings,

and private concerns.

In that p.irt of the colonade which the European

clergy have kept for them.fclveSj is an altar richly

hung, and on it the arms of the king of Sicily, and

the ilatue o! king Robert and his confort Sanfia, who
is faid to have purchafed this holy place from the

Mahometans •, accordingly twice a week a mafs is faid

for the repofe ol their fouls-, likewife, the fathers per-

form mafs here, when the fear of the contagion, which

is not unfrequent in this place, will not allow them to

go down into the church.

This being the Saturday evening before Eafler,

the abovementioned procefnon to all the churches and

chapels was again repeated.

y 2 Off
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On Eafler funday v/e law thofe ceremonies which
diftinguifh that great day in all catholick countries j

the proceflion was repeated a third time •, but the Greeks
and other orientals, who follow the old ilile, were

employed in celebrating their Palm -funday with pro-

cefTions, and other rites which we did not omit
feeing.

Firfl:, The Greeks made their appearance in great

buftle and contufion, that the Turks, who are polled

with fcourges to hinder any diforder, could fcarce

make the people continue in their reipeftive places.

Among them were feveral deacons, fome carrying

flags, others crofles, and others incenfe ; thele wei e

lollowed by the priefts, and after thefe came three bi-

fliops. I muft not omit, that in the front ot the pro-

ceiTion were carried feveral Imall olive-trees.

This procelTion being over every one riifiied on the

poor men who carried the olive-trees, and happy v/as

he who could break off the largeit branch, or get

even a Item j and fuch was their eagernefs, that, be-

fides a continual clamour, and frantick tumult, this

fcuffle did not pafs without blows. Thus the Greeks

being returned to their church, amidft a medley of

fmging and fighting, mafs v/as again celebrated there.

It muit, however, be acknowledged to the commen-
dation of the European clergy, that they perform

their fervice in much better order, or rather with the

greateft decency and devotion.

After the Greeks came the Armenians, with

branches of palms in their hands •, but their proceffion

was performed with more quiet and regularity than

that of the Greeks •, at leaft it had none ot thofe brutal

violences. Firft came the flags and croflTes, next fol-

lowed their deacons, after thefe the priefts and bifhops,

then fix of their archbifhops in very gorgeous veft-

ments and their mitres, profufely enriched with gold,

pearls, and jev/els ; yet the patriarch of Conftanti-

nople, who walked alone, furpafiTed them in the mag-
nificence
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nificence of his habit, as much as they outflione the

common priefts ; two deacons attended him with in-

cenfe, and two others held before him a veil of brown
filk, two or three feet in length •, befides a mitre glit-

tering with jewels of immenfe value ; in his left-hand

he carried a rich crofier, and in the right a gold crofs,

with a palm-branch. He was toilowed by a great

number of deacons, and after this procelTion had taken

three turns round the flru6lure, they returned to their

own church, where they celebrated mafs with a feri-

oufnefs, which, under their delufion, Ihewed however
fome Icnk of what they wrre about.

The Armenians were fucceeded by the Coptis, but

thefe were but very fev/, and walked with great order

and gravity, they had only one prielt, before whom
was carried a large book. Laftly came the Soriani,

or Syrians, who confifted only of a prieft with fomiC

deacons, chorifters, and fmging boys.

In all thefe procelhons role water was plentiful-

ly Iprinkled, out of little filver bottles, the Arme-
nian patriarch, and the by-ftanders were ftrewed with

rofes i and thus ended the lolemnities of this day. ]n

the mean time I obferved, that whilfl: I was in the

church of the holy fepulchre 1 had a continual heavi-

nefs in my head, and vas every way out of order.

The place where this church flands is indeed very low,

and this gives an unhealthy humidity to the air. An-
other circumltance which might contribute to it was,

the aufbere diet of the monks, to which I was in good
manners obliged to conform.

Therefore for fome change of air, and at the

fame time for the fake of feeing the ceremonies, which,

on this occafion, are celebrated at the river Jordan, I

fat out thither in company with feveral ccclefiafticks;

and this journey (hall make fubjed of the tollowing

chapter.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XXI.

Journey to the river Jordan, the toiM?2 of Jeri-
cho, &c. With Jome obfervafions on the pre-

, fent jlerility of ihefe countries.

TH E day on which all the pilgrims, accompa-

nied by the Pafcha with his troops, perform

the journey to Jordan, is generally the firft day after

Eafler, and every pilgrim coming to Jerufalem, whe-
ther he takes this journey or not, makes the ufual

payment to the Pafcha. We were all mounted be-

fore fun-fet, together with above thirty ecclefiafticks,

and at the head of our troop was the fadier procurator

himfelf, though fuch ecclefiafticks as have once afTi-

fted in this expedition, are exempted from going a fe-

cond time

We went out by St Stephen's gate, and foon found
ourfeives at the loot of the mount of Olives, leaving

On the right-hand the brook of Cedron ; which at

that time was dry, likewife the valley of Jehofhaphat;

halt an hour further Vv^e had a view of Bethany, v^hich

How is but a mean village.

A LITTLE farther we defcended a very diflicult

mountain, and halted a while at a v;ell, called the well

of the Apoftles, from a tradition, that when wearied

in the duties of their important vocation, they ufed to

retire hither for repofe, which is not wholly incre-

dible.

Near this well are fome ruinous and forfaken

edifices, which, in foul weather, ferve as a fhelter for

the herdfmen with their cattle and horfes feeding here-

abouts. A little farther we joined part of the caravan

with whom we were to travel, for by a particular in-

dulgence of the Pafcha, v/e v/ere permitted to go out

at
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at another gate vvith the ecdefiafticks, to avoid the

inconveniences of fetting out with an ungovernable

multitude.

Among this caravan were feveral camels, carrying

on each fide a woman in a kind of v/ooden-baiket, at

which we could hardly keep our countenances •, and I

believe, as this bead has a very aukward pace, it muft
be a very troublefome way of riding. We found the

way here generally mountainous, and fomctimes even
very difficult, it being moftly defert, though fome
tokens (till pretty plainly Ihewed, that it had former-

ly been cultivated in the Genoefe manner.

In feveral places we alf ) met with halt-ruin'd build-

ings and caftles, built in former times by the Chrifli-

ans, and both on the lummits of the mountains and
in the plains.

Laftly, We came to the mountainous wafte, com-
monly called the Defert, where our Saviour was carried

by the Spirit to be tempted of the Devil. Nothing
is to be leen here but bare (tones, with very little her-

bage, or any other kind of verdure ; wherever the eye

turns itfelf, it meets only ilupendous crags and wild

rocks, and frequently abyfTes of a frightful depth.

Our defcent from theie mountains, down into the plain

of Jericho v/as fo difficult, that we were all obliged to

alio-ht.

As we were approaching the place of" our encamp-
ment, we were bid to obferve on the Ictt-hand a cer-

tain mountain, which is by all allowed to be that

where our Saviour fpent fome time in retirement ; this

excited our curiofity, lo that we v^txc determined ro go
and take a view of it.

This mountain is here called Slu^rantena^ it being

pretended that the MefTiah, on his coming out of

Jordan, retired hither failing torty days and nights :

it is added likewife, that this was the place where he

was tempted by the Devil. About a mile and a half

farther brought us to the foot of this mountain, where

Y 4 was
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was a large ftream with a water fall, clofe by a ruined

houfe.

This mountain {lands in the midft of a country

totally barren and wafte, and in all appearance it would
require the greatefl flcill and induilry to make any
thing thrive here. In the mean time I muft curforily

obferve, that the city of Jerufalem feems fituated in-

tirely in an arid fterile country •, whence, fome have ta-

ken occafion to blame Mofes for giving fuch an allu-

ri-ng defcription of this country, as flowing with milk
and honey, purely for fpiriting up the children of If-

rael to the conqueft of ir ; yet thele countries, and the

places together, with all Paleftine, at the time the If-

raelites made themfelves mailers of it, were certainly

much better cultivated, and more fruitful than at pre-

fentj one teftimony of v/hich is, that Jofephus^ in

his Jewifh Antiquities, quotes feveral profane authors,

who fpeak very highly of the im.provements and ferti-

lity oi" this country.

Pliny, likewife, together with Tacitus and Am-
mianus, Marcelllmss, commend it as a very pleafant

and fruitful country ; bur the latter fays of Faleftine,

that befides it's fertility, and the improvements of

agriculture, it had a great number of handfome towns :

now towns generally have fome affinity with the coun-

try they ftand in, a handfome town being fcldom feen

in a poor country Strabo himfelf, who, in a certain

place, does not give a great charafter of thefruitful-

nefs of this country •, yet in another fays, that the

hilly country of Judea produced plenty of grain and

fruits; and of this I myfeif v. as an eyevvitnefs, ha-

ving feen very good barley, and other grain, groA^ing

on the fum.mits of the mountains, and even between

the rocks ; therefore if mod of thefe places appear

v/ild and barren, it is purely to be imputed to the

want of tillage, and culture •, for lands, after lying

for a long time fallow and untill'd, are known to de-

generate into a total barrennefs \ confequently the melan-

choly
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choly appearance, the fcarcity of grain, and fruits here,

is not to be wonder'd at-, for, befides the v/ant of

people, the country is frequently ravaged by Arabians

on horfeback \ to which likewile may be added the

wretched nature of the government, and the inteftine

wars of one village with another, in which the poffef-

fions on both fides are often totally ruin'd, the olive-

trees cut down, the corn burnt, and other fuch de-

vaftations committed \ circumiitanccs fufficient to tura

the tinefl country into a defert.

This is feen not only here, but in Greece, and other

parts, nay even in the Grand Signior's very beft pro-

vinces-, where the oppreffions of the ravenous Pafchaand

Governors, together widi the defeats of fubordinate po-
lity, leave the poor inhabitants without any other re-

fource, than forfaking their dwellings, and thus the

bounties ot nature become fruflrated by man's wicked-
nefs What would become of our native country, fhould

ever tyranny get footing there, fo as to lay the inhabi-

tants under a necefHty of forfaking it ? every thing

would run to ruin, and alter a luccefilon of fome
years it would fcarce be imagined that Holland had
ever been a country fo curioufly improved, fo abound-
ing in rich paftures, and exuberant orchards. But to

return irom my digrefflon.

We went up m.ount ^larantena in company with

fome ecclefiafticks, having an Arabian tor our guide.

Formerly the Arabians concealed themfelves in the ca-

vities of this mountain, and would not fuiter the Franks

to come up -, but at prefent the fathers of the Holy
Land pay ten piafbers per annum caphar, or palTage-

.money, and thus have free acccfs to the fummit of it.

The afcent is very toilfome, being moftly up a rock,

that without aOiftance it would fcarce be pradicable

in fome places.

We firfl paffed by a large cave, and farther on

came to a chapel hewn with great fkill and labour in the

fock, but at prefent the infide is all ruined. St He-
lena
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was aiicovcicd, and every thing reflored.

From



Afia Minor, the Archipelago, &c. 331

From this mountain, being one of the higheft in

the neighbourhood, we had a fine profpeft over the

circumjacenc countries, particularly the plain of Jeri-

cho, and the river Jordan ferpentizing through it, 'till

it iffues into the Salt or Dead Sea, which the naked
eye eafily difcovers eaftward ; and this extended pro-

ipeft is terminated by the high mountains of Arabia
Petrea on the other fide oi Jordan. Having mount-
ed our horfes, we left on the right-hand a large and
half ruined aqueduft, which formerly muft have been
ol great ufe to the city of Jericho j and on the left-

hand we faw the remains of a church and convent,

but concerning which we could not get the lead in-

formation. A little farther we alfo obferved feve-

ral arches, which in all appearance made part of a

church.

About one hundred paces farther v^e came to a

moil delightlul halting place, near a fine fpring under
the Ihadow of a large beautiful tree, which covered a

bafon, out of which iliued the rivulet. It is here cal-

led Eliflia's fpring; but Pliny gives it the name 01 Cal-

liroe^ that is beautiful Itream ; and iEtius terms it.

Fens folis, or the fun's fpring. The water is very clear

and cool, and ilfues in a very copious ftream. It was
originally of an ill quality, 'till corredied by the pro-

phet Elifha's throwing fait into it, 2 Kings ii. 19,
20, 2 I.

We next entered the plain of Jericho, where we
paflfed through a wood of pretty large trees, bear-

ing a ycllowifli fruit, of the fize of a walnut. Strabo,

in his fixteenth book, fpeaks of a kind of balfam

which formerly grew in the plain of Jericho. Hieri-

chus planitiis eji monUhus 'circmnd'ata, qui, alicuhi ne^far

theatri ad illam declinant •, ibi vero palmattim ejl, cui

ali^e fiirpes fmgifer^ permrnta funt, pahnis vero abundans

ceptumjiadiorum fpatio. Ibi i^ regie efc ^ balfami para-
dijus qucc planta aromatica ejt. The meaning of which is,

that the plain of Jericho is furrounded with mountains,

in
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in fome places in tlie form of an amphitheatre ; but it

has a wood of palm-trees, mixed with fome other fruit

trees, and about twelve miles in length j being the

true country, and as it were the garden of the bal-

fam, an aromatic plant -, though at prefent nothing

of this is found in it. Probably it grew not far from

the fountain of Elifha, and Mr Brocard, in his defcrip-

tionof the Floly 1 and, fpeaking of this balfam, fays,

that in the time of Herod the Great, this incompara-

ble balfam garden was, by Cleopatra, queen of Egypt,

Anthony, who could refufe her nothing, contenting

to it, removed, and tranfplanted to Babylon.

Further, we paffed through corn lands, a little

beyond v/hich v/c came in fight of the famous city of

Jericho, but at prefent fo far from retaining any thing

of it's former luftre, that one would queftion whether

there ever had been a city or town thereabouts ; all

that is now to be feen, being only fome hovels o\ dried

rnud, the dwellings of hufbandmen and fhepherds.

Here is indeed a ftone houfe of two ftorics, faid to

have been that of Zaccheus the publican, Luke xix.

The fathers of the Holy Land could not pafs this

place without reading a portion of the gofpel, and

fmging hymns, though at prefent it is put to the

meaneft of ufes, ferving only as a ftable for cattle.

A SMALL diflance from hence we formed our

tents, the Pafcha pitching about a hundred paces from

the Chriftians, near ?l rivulet, for the greater conve-

niency of performing their religious ablutions. The
father procurator had taken with him a tent for him-

felf, and two others he had chofen as his companions.

Some of the pi'grims, with the reft of the clergy,

were all together in a very large tent, which the con-

vent had been obliged to purchafe ot a Pafcha at the

expiration of his government of Jerufalem. With re-

gard to us, v/e carried a particular tent, and had three

Arabian chiefs appointed for a guard.

Besides
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Besides thefe tents there was another for the pro-

viiions, baggage, and lervants of the convent. Yet
many of the pilgrhns were obliged to lie in the open
air, which was extremely troublefome, on account of
the great heat, which fome years is quite infupport-

able i and in the preceding pilgrimage feveral ac^itually

died, though Ealter then happened in the month of
March.

While we continued in this encampment we
purchafed feveral things of Arabian women, who
take this opportunity of felling the produce of their

gardens, and manufafturcs. Among the feveral parti-

culars thefe v/omen brought, was an oil called Zac-
chonCy polTibly from Zaccbeus. This oil is expreffcd

from a Iruit I had before fecn in the plains of Jericho,

about the fize ot a walnut ; and as it is reckoned an
excellent remedy for wounds and bruifes both internal

and external, they take care to fell it at a fufncient

price.

The§e women are very fwarthy, and remarkably

difagreeable. Moft of them wear only a fhift of blue

linen, which covers their whole body, and on their

heads a fort of white cap, which hang down their

back Some cover their whole faces, and others only

the forehead and eyes, with their veils ; but I obfer-

ved they had adorned them with black fpots.

Round the Pafcha's pavilion were feveral fmall

tents crowded with foldiers, each tent ferving twenty

men
The whole camp of the Chriftians fwarmed with

Arabian peafants, who came with no other intention

than to fteal, whenever any opportunity oflered ; but

as we were not ignorant of their defigns, v/e kept ^o

Uriel a watch, that they all retired without their booty,

except what was given them in compafTion to their

indigence.

I N the evening one of the fervants of the convent

brought a large bag, filled with pieces of bread, and

the
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the Arabian peafants, who knew the intention, flock-

ed about him ; but two Turks flood by the fervant to

prevent any tumuk or impofition. Every peafant had

a piece of bread ; and if any one offered to make a

fecond demand he was feverely beaten. This dona-

tion being diftributed, an officer from the Pafcha, in

an imperious manner, commanded them to retire to

their refpetf^live habitations

At fun-fet the Pafcha ordered nine parties^ each

confifling of twelve men to pitch round the camp 5

and durinsi; the darknefs of the night fireworks were

played off, and the band of muficians, which always ac-

company him in his march, entertained us with Turkifh

mufick J fome cannon alfo being fired at pi-oper in-

tervals.

While we continued to encamp here we employ-

ed feveral perfons to fearch for the flower called the

rofe of Jericho, but could get no account of it. This

was not indeed the feafon of the year for feeing it in

it's bloom, but had it grown there in fuch plenty as I

was affured it did, we fhould hardly fail'd of procu-

ring the plant itfelf.

The rofe of Jericho is, properly fpeaking, no

flower, but a plant, about fix inches in height, the

root included. It has the appearance of a fhrub, and

is compofed of hard ligneous fibres. When 'dry it

clofes together, fo as to form a kind of bud. But the

appellation of rofe of Jericho is very improperly given

it; for inflead of growing in the plains of Jericho, it

is a native of the deferts of Arabia.

Th a t this plant only opens itfelf on Candlemas

night, is a mere fidlion •, it always opening in moifl

weather, or on being put into water •, fo that this plant

might ferve for an hygrometer, for fhewing the moi-

fture or drynefs of the air.

The next day, about two hours before our depar-

ture, we were awakened by the mucraos, or muliteers

of the pilgrims, crying out Hola Hadgis^ for the Turks
aive
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give the name of Hadgis to thofe who go on pilgri-

mage to Jeriiralcm, as well as to thofe of their own
nation, who go in that quaHty to Mecca.

The fignal for our fetting out being given by a

difcliarge of cannon, we continued our journey over

the plains of Jericho, tov*^ards the river Jordan •, and

in proportion, as we approached it, we found the

earth to be more foft and yielding. We were told,

that the foil all over this part v/as full of fulphur, and
not at all proper for tillage. We now advanced be-

fore the caravan, and reached the Jordan fome time

before it, having left on our right-liand the ruins of a

church and convent built by St Helena, not far from
the place where it is fuppofed our Saviour was bapti-

zed ; and for that reafon dedicated to St John the

Baptift.

On coming to the banks of this famous river, which
the holy Scriptures mention as the fcene of many mi-

racles, the ecclefiafticks credted their portable altar,

aad celebrated feveral maffes. Formerly they ufed to

fiy mafs on a fpoc nearer the water ; but at prefent the

banks of the river are covered with trees and flirubs,

particularly a blackifh kind of willow, tamarifks, olean-

ders, and the like •, fo that you can fcarce fee the water

of the Jordan when on the banks of it. jAm.ong the

plants is a particular kind of reed, ufcd by the Arabi-

ans for lances, and by fome of the Turks for pens,

I'he water of this river is very thick and turbid, the

current being remarkably rapid.

It is impoihble now to determine the exadt pl.ice

where our Saviour was baptized, the Jordan having

fince that time more than once changed it's bed, of

which evident marks may be feen in feveral places.

Befides, this river often overflows it's banks by the

melting of the fnows on mount Lebanon ; an inunda-

tion mentioned by the facred writers, generally happen-

ing in the month Nifan ; that is, from the middle of

March
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March to the middle of April, the time of the firfl

harveft.

The Arabians who inhabit the country on the

other fide, or Arabia Petrea, aie alfo divided into

tribes, and under different chiefs ; one of whom took
it into his head to demand a pialfer of every pilgrim

who came to the Jordan ; but the Pafcha of Jerufa-

lem, on hearing his inlolent demand, was defirous of

getting him into his power -, and accordingly fent him
an invitation to come to his camp. He accordingly

fet out; but being, on the road, mfcrmed ot the Paf-

cha's defign, he haftened back to his territory, but

dropped his unreafonable demand.

Some are of opinion, that the waters of the Jordan
does not mix with thofe of the Dead 5ea, being fwaU
lowed up by a fubterranean gulph or vortex ; and there

is a tradition current there, that a pilgrim happening to

drop a lilver cup in the Jordan, it was fome years af-^

ter found in the fountain of Arethrufa, near Syracufe

in Sicily. But it is very evident, that the waters of

the Jordan adually mix with thofe of the Dead Sea.

Th e Greeks and Armenians, both men, women,
and children, rufh into this river with the greateft rap-

tures, and fome who affect a more than ordinary devo-

tion, have water poured on their heads, in memoiy of

our Saviour's baptifm. Mofh of them alfo go into the

river in a fhirt or fliilt ; and this they very carefully keep
in order to be buried in it, after it has been laid on the

ftone of un6lion at Jerufalem, and there rubbed over

by a kind of wax ; when they fuperftitioully believe it

will fecure them from the torments of hell.

Af ter they have enjoyed the fatisfa6lion of bathing

themfelves in the Jordan, the pilgrims till bottles and
fmall cafks, with the water, and cut down large quan-
tities of boughs, and even whole trees, growing on
the banks of the Jordan, as relicks and marks, that

they have vifited that celebrated river.

The
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Th e water of tJie Jordan is of a very pleafant tafte,

hut this will not facisfy the pilgrims, they pretend that

it will never corrupt, having derived that virtue trom

our Saviour's being baptized in it : though experience

abundantly dcnionilrates, that it has no etfedl beyond

other good water. If tiltrated,- and put into clean

bottles, it will indeed keep good a long time •, but

without thefe precautions, it, like other water, foon

becomes unfit tor ufe.

Others go ftill farther, and firmly believe, that

fince our Saviour's baptifm it has acquired a fandity-

ing virtue ; and hence chiefly arifes the ceremony of

bathing in it. And from this motive alfo the Latin

Chrillians of Jerulalem fent as a prefent to the King

of i'oland, fome of the water of the Jordan, as an

acknowledgement of his generous care tor their inte-

reft at the treaty of Zaranow.
Being now encamped at no great diftance front

the Salt or Dead Sea, our curiofity would not fuffer

us to return without taking: a view of it. In order

to this we requcfted the Pafcha, to order a fmall par-

ty of his men to accompany us, which he readily

granted ; and befides them, three chiefs of the Ara-

bians^ and eight peafants attended us. In this manner

we fet out for that famous fea : an account of which

Ihall make tlie fubjed of the following chapter.

C M A P. XXII.

yoiai?ty to the S alt or Dead S e a 5 and
7-aUrn to Jerusalem.

our

SK r V I N G out from our camp on the Jordan,

and dirtding our courie along it's banks, we firil

pafled by the tent of the Pnfcha, but were obliged

YoL. I, Z to
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to flop 'till the foldiers were well afllired that we were

no pilgrims, who were running away in order to avoid

paying the caphar or toll.

At a fmall diftance we found the ground every

where fo very damp, and foft, that in fome places

it was with great difjiciilty our horfes travelled.

This poffibly may be occafioned by the overflowings

of the Jordan, or of the Dead Sea, which very often

here fwells to a great height •, or it may proceed from

fome fprings which frequently burft fpontaneoufly out

of the ground. And fuch fprings or wells the chief in-

terpreter of the convent told us, he had feen at a fmali

diftance from the Ihore of this fea ; but at prefcnt

was almoft entirely dried up, and it's water none of

the beft.

We alfo faw here and there a few flirubs -, and in

many places met with a plant which yielded a yellow

fruit, but the juice very fait, and it's leaves and twigs

of a faline tafle, which mull; be imputed to the nature

of the foil. We nowpaiTed near fome fmall white emi-

nences on the left ; and after travelling about an hour

and a half came to this fatal fea j the plain or dale at

prefent covered with this lake, being before the de-

ftru(5tion of the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah full of

bitumen-pits. At our coming to the fea, which is

called the Dead Sea, either from the river Jordan lo-

fmg itfelf in it, or trom it's ftillnefs, being fcarce ever

put into any agitation by the wind, or on account of the

thicknels of it's water, owing to it's being fo copiouf-

ly impregnated with fait, or becaufe five cities, by a

divine judgment, lie buried in it i or, laftly, on ac-

count of the vifcidity of the water, which will not fuffer

any fifh to live in it. At our coming to the margin
ot the water we dripped ourfelves, and fwam to fome
diftance from the ihore •, but to our great furprize we
found ourfelves as it were lifted up by the wateri

When I had fwam to fome diftance 1 endeavoured to

fink perpendicularly to the bottom, but could not -,

for
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for the water kept me continually up, and would
certainly thrown me upon my face, had I not put

torth all the Itrength I was mafter of to keep myfelf

in a perpendicular pofture : ih that I walked in the

fea as if I had trod on firm ground, without having

occafion to make any of the motions necelTary in tread-

ing frefti water-, and when I was fwimming I was obli-

ged to keep my legs the greateft part of the time out

of the water.

My fellow-traveller was agreeably flirprized to find

that he could fwim here, having never learned. But
his caCc and mine proceeded from the gravity of the

water, as this certainly does, from the extraordinary

quantity of fait in if, as a perfon is known to keep
himlelf above water in the fea with lefs difficul-

ty than in a river or canal. Yet the water of

this fea is clear, and has the appearance of other

fea -water. As for it's tafte, it is extremely fait, bit-

ter, and naufeous. It is indeed commonly faid, that

birds flying over the lake drop down dead ; and that

this deleterious quality refides in the continual thick

vapours iiTuing from it *.

For a trial of this we had brought with us two
Sparrov,?s, and plucked cut a few feathers from each

wing, that they could not fly long. Accordingly,

when we had fet them at liberty, after a fhort flight,

* Mr Reland in his Palcftina Illaflrata, Tom. I. charges the an-

cient writers with having confounded this Tea with the Afphaltes

lake near Babylon ; and fays, that for this reafon it was called

Aornus, i. e. without birds, as the lake near Puteoli in Italy, is

alfo called Aornus, or Avernus, according to Virgil, JEn. lib,VI.

1- 237. 242.

Spehinca alta fuit, njajioque ijnmanis hiatu.

Sen/pea, tuta lacu ?iigro mmcrumque tC7iebris ;

^iOM fiiper baud ulla: poteratit impune ^jlantis

lendere iter pennis : talis fcfs halitus atris

Faiicihus effundens fupera ad coN'vcxa ferebat ;

Ufidt iocum Graii dixerUnt nomine A'vernum,

Z 2 they
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they fell into, or rather upon, the Tea; but fo Bm'

were they from dying there, that they both got fafe

afhore, though had there been any fuch noxious efflu-

via, they were long enough on the furiate of the wa-
ter to have felt it's deleterious cffeft *.

We alfo faw here a kind of jetty, or prominence,
which appears to have been a heap of ilones, from
time to time thrown up by the fea •, but it is a cur-

fent opinion here, that they are part of the ruins of
one of the towns which arc buried under it. We were
even fliewn a place where the fta had retreated more
than in any other part. And here fome think it pro-

bable, that one of the five cities which vvere the ob-

jeds of this terrible deVaftation formerly flood We
alfo found along the fhore feveral fragments of large

trees, which had been waflied up by the fea -, and had
all the appearances of great antiquity, Along the

fhore we alfo picked up feveral pieces of a kind of black

flint, which burnt in the fire without any diminution

of their fize, tho' they loll confiderably in their weight,

and at the fame time emitted an unfupportable flench.

They are ufed in this country for fumigations againll

the plague. Among the mountains near this fea is

alfo tound a blackifn Hone, very much refembling tlie

touchflone, and nearly of the fame qualities. This
alfo is inflammable ^ and of the fame naufeous fmell as

thofe we met with on the Ihore of the Dead Sea. This
flone we alfo law at Jerufalem, the church of the ho-

ly fepulchre being paved with it ; as likewife part of

the convent of St John in the wildernefs : it is exceed-

ing beautiful when polifhed,

However we met with no bitumen here, though
at Jerufalem we had a prefent made us of fome. I'his

bitumen, in colour and fmell, differs little from pitch,

* Tacit, hift. lib.V. gives this account of it, Lacus immenfo
ambiiu fpecie maris fapore corruptior, gravitate odoris accolis pe»

ftifer, neque vento impellitur, neqiie pifces aut fuetas- aqais vohi-

cres patitur, &c.

and
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aud is faid to be found on the fiirtacc of this lake, and

iikewife along it's Ihore, efpecially to the fouthward

ot the parts we vifited.

I READILY give credit to the report, that there is

no nfh to l^e found throughout the whole lake ; and
indeed fo far from feeing any, I could not difcern any

one thing that hsd the lead rcfemblance of a fcale or

ihell. But as to the fruit of a very fightly appearance,

;ind which never comes to ripenefs, mentioned in the

v-kpocrypha, and particularly in the tenth chapter,

verfe fevcn, of the book oi VVifdom, as growing here,

I fhall only relate what we were told by a fervant of the

convent, who faid, that he had fccn feveral, and had
tliem in his hands, though I cannot pretend to war-
rant his authority, having never feen any myfelf.

1'his truit is ot" the bignels of a common apple,

grows on a low tree, and it's torm very beautiful, tho*

in effect it has only the appearance of a fruit •, for

upon opening of it you find nothing but aflies.

We cannot boall of having feen in this lake any of

thofe remains of which Ibme travellers give us fuch

linking defcriptions, .or any traces of cities, which the

geographers have fo improperly placed in their maps ;

neither could we obtain the leaft certainty concerning

the pillar of fait into which 1 ot's wife was transform-

ed ; fome frying, it mull be in the fea, under the wa-

ter ; others placed it in Arabia Petrea, on the other

fide of the fea •, and others again aifured us, that it was

fiill flanding about three miles from the place where

we then were ; but the moft probable opinion is, that

it is no longer ui being

We were alio to:d, that about three miles further

were whole mountains of a very wliite and good
fait, confiderable quantities of which were carried by

the Arabians to Jerufalem : and the vulgar are pofitf-

fed with a notion, that a black cloud continually hangs

oyer this fea, to denote the wrath of the Almighty -,

Z 3 though
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though when we were there the fun fhone very bright,^

and we had a free and extenfive view of the lake.

To the north it has the plain of Jericho and

the Jordan •, on the fouth the Red Sea ; eaftward Ara-

bia Petrea, and weftv.ard the mountains of Judea.

It's breadth, from eaft to weft, is about fix or feven

leagues ; but north to fouth is by fome fud to be

twenty -four or thirty : fo far is certain, that it extends

farther than the eye can reach.

No traveller is yet known to have made the tour

of this fea or lake. It is indeed faid, that an En-

giifh nobleman, who in all his travels never fpared

expcnce in grati-ying his curiofity, brought with him

upon camels, a boat which could be eafily taken to

pieces and rebuilt •, and with this he was enabled to

take a full furvey of the fea, and to go quite round it.

But I cannot find, that his Lordlhip's obfervations

have ever feen the light This fea, however in the

beginning, was far from being of it's prefent extent,

v.'hich ftill daily increafes ; and from the great quan-

tities of water difcharged into it from the Jordan, it

is apprehended, that in time the whole plain of Jeri-

cho will be overflowed : though this apprehenfion is

groundlefs, if what is faid be true, that at the fouth

enci of tills lake is a fuhterraneous channel, communi-
cating with the Red Sea ; otherwile indeed the lake

muft be continually enlarging. And it is not impro-

bable, that here and there are fuhterraneous caverns

into which a great part of the water is, as it v;ere, in-

gulphed and forwarded by particular paflages into the

Red Sea, or fome other part unknown.

In fome maps a paifage is delineated over the

middle of the lake : and it is lo in fadl, and the Ara-

bians, to their great conveniency, ford it with their

horfes and camels. This fea is by them called Bahar

Louth, i. e. Lot's lake. They alfo fay, that weft of

this lake, not far from a certain cape, or promontory,

there
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there is ftilJ {landing the celebrated pillar of fait, or at

lead a piece of it. But this certainly muft be no more
than a part of the abovementioned faline eminences

where the fait is dug, and exported to Jerufalem, and

other places

The Turks have a great veneration for this lake

;

and our black guide, who was an officer of the Pafcha,

very gravely told us, that Mahomet himfelf came in

perfon to vifit it. He alfo faid, that it was a prefent

remedy for many diftcmpers : fo far indeed 1 agree

with him, that bathing in it now and then cannot be

amifs.

We would have made a longer ftay here, and have

gone farther ; nay, had it been poflible, made the tour

of the lake ; but the Arabs, who are always at vari-

ance, and? as it were, engaged in a perpetual war,

diverted us from this curioJity. Befides, we fhould

have been put to great inconveniences for provilions,

and even frefh water, which we muft have carried

with us. And thou2;h we had feme heads of the

Arabs as fafeguards, yet if we had chanced to have

fallen in with a body of the oppofite party, we fhould

have been in very great danger of being killed on the

Ipot, or carried into flavery : the kindeft ufage we
could have expefted, was to be plundered of all we
had, and infulted and abufed in our perfons.

Th e fafeft way, in my opinion, for any one who
is mafter of the Arabick tongue, would be to perform

this journey in the difguife of an Arabian peafant, or

dervife •, and even then he muft reduce himfelt to a

very fpare diet, as any quantity of provifions, befides

the incumbrance of water, would betray the fallacy

of his difguife.

We now fet out on our return over the little hills

and eminences, which in going lay on our left, and

made hafte to the plain, where on our right-hand

we faw a church and convent of Hieronymites, but

both in a ruinous condition. Travelling on about an

Z 4 houi-
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hour farther we again came to our caravan, and faw
the Pafcha, with ail liis attendants, under a tent, pla-

ced on a rifing ground ; facing it was another, and
betwixt the two tents the pilgrims were obliged to pafs

one by one, and pay the caphar, whilft guards were
placed in all the paflages, and round the whole camp,
to feize any pilgrim who fhould attempt to Heal away
without paying ; the Pafcha in the mean time allows

the Franks, whom on all occafions he treats with great

marks of favour, to take another method, well know-
ing that they will never defraud him of the payment.
And this indulgence, which meets with very good
returns, he may fafely grant.

This cxcurf.on from the Jordan, to the Salt or

Dead Sea, coll us twenty -tour piailers only in re-

galing the Pafcha's olticers, and the Arabs who at-

tended us.

The payment of the caphar being concluded, eve-

ry one withdrew to his tent, and prepared for return-

ing to Jerufalem •, which was done in the following

order : Fira:, The Palcha came in a httcr covered with

fcarlet cloth, and carried by two mules. He was

preceded by drums and hies on horfeback, and a par-

ty of troopers, who diverted themfelves at the gerit,

or throwing (licks at one another, in the nvanner 1

have defcribed in my account ot Conilantinople.

The Pafcha was a perlbn in years, with a long

grey beard, and of" a very amiable countenance and

behaviour, faluring every one who pafled by with a

nod of his head, which v/as returned by the pilgrims,

with a low inclination of tlie whole body, and one of

the hands laid on the bread.

His litter was furrounded on all fides, and follow-

ed with foot fo'diers •, and the variety of colours,

as red, blue, yellow, green, which the Turks wore

with their white turbans, tormed a very pretty fight,

but the clofe of the; proceiuon was vciy melan-

choly, being a number of poor Greeks in chains,

for
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for having performed this journey, without being able

to pay the ufual caphar. Thefe the Pafcha keeps fet-

ter'd in prifon, knowing very well, that at fome
time or other they will be redeemed by their country-

men, or even the benevolence of others.

Having left the plain of Jericho at day-break with

the Pafcha, who took the fame way as in coming i'roni

Jcrufalem, but entered the city by another gate, that

ot Zion, that we might not be expofed to the curiofi-

ty and rudenefs of the multitudes, who were waiting

for the caravan at St Stephen's gate ; for this Pafcha

emibraced every opportunity of tavouring the Franks,
fo that the Greeks and 1 urks called him the Pafcha

of the Franks. Indeed he owed them no fmall obli-

gation, for by the intercR, and dexterous management
ot the fathers of the Holy Land, he had already en-

joyed this office four years, a thing almofl without a

precedent -, and befides, had from time to time recei-

ved feveral confiderable prefents from them.

Being come into the city, and near the caftle, we
alighted from our horfes, no Franks being allowed

to ride beyond it, and walked to the convent,

where our quarters were ; but here we were alarmed

with an account, that the Arabian peafants intending

to avail themfelves of the Pafcha's abfence, had form-

ed a defign of pillaging the church of the holy fe-

pulchre, and had proceeded fo far, as to force open-

the door; but the Aga hailening from the caftle

with a party ot fokiiers difperled thcm> and fruftrated

their attempt. A little before, the fame banditti re-

n.ewing their accuftomed infolences, had plundered a

Turkifh caravan going on an annual pilgrimage to a

place near the Bead Sea called Mofes ; that prophet,

according to an old tradition, being buried there.

But others, with more probability, derive it from a

Turkifh laipt of that name, who rclkled near the

E?ead Sea.

The
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The day after our return, this ecclefiaftick who ac-

companied us every where in the city, called upon us

to vifit the remaining confecrated places in Jerufalem

which we had not yet feen.

CHAP. XXIII.

Farther account offeveral facred places ^within the

city o/' Jerusalem; together with the folemn

fervice, on occajion of the appearance of the fa-
cred fire.

TH E firft place our worthy ecclefiaftick led us

to was the convent of the Armenians : in the

way we were fhewn the place where our Saviour, af-

ter his refurredion, appeared to the two Maries, tho'

this fpot is called the three Maries. Here was for-

merly a church •, but it has been fucceeded by a

mofque •, and it is a general obfervation, that in Pale-

ftine, or the Holy Land, the Turks have every where

built mofques, or oratories, on all the places which

the Chriftians account facred.

Not far from hence we faw the place where St

Thomas's houfe ftood ; and this alfo, irom a church,

has been altered to a mofque. At laft we came to the

convent of the i\.rmenians, the largeft of any within

the city of Jerufalem, though it's leveral apartments

are all on one ftory. At the time we were there above a

thoufand pilgrims were entertained in it. Over all the

feveral apartments are elegant terraffes, whence there is

a profpe6t of the v^hole city.

The church is very beautiful and fplendid, and

was originally built by the Spaniards, who dedicated

it to St James, the fuppofed iirft bifhop of Jerufa-

lem. This Apoftle is thought, and not without rea-

fon.
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fon, to have fuffered martyrdom here, after preach-

ing the Golpcl in Judea and Samaria j and that before

the Apoftles feparated, in order to repair to the feve-

ral departments afllgned to their zeal by the Holy
Ghoft, though no mention of this occurs in the Adts

of the Apoitles ; at kail it is certain, that before the

eighth century his journey into Spain had not been

heard of, which at once fhews, the authenticity of

what was done on this head at the fourth council of

Lateran •, and that the peculiar veneration paid to this

faint at Compoftella in Spain is totally groundlefs and
frivolous *.

This church has two middle ifles, and in one a

chapel prettily decorated, where our guide Ihewed us

the fpot on which John the Baptift was beheaded : it

is enclofed, and covered with a porphyry ftone. On
ieftivals the great altar of this church is, as it were,

loaded with an infinite variety of magnificent orna-

ments. Near it ftands the patriarch's throne, which,

befides the rich canopy over it, is every where curi-

oufiy overlaid with tortoife fhell, and mother of pearl,

that it might become the majefty of a fovereign

prince.

QuT of this church we were led into a kind of lob-

by with an altar, near which lay three great ftones,

one pafles for that againfb which Mofe?, m his indig-

nation, at feeing the idolatrous apoftacy of the 11-

raelites, broke the two tables of the law. The le-

cond, according to the tradition, ferved Jefus to ftand

on at his baptifni I'he third is that on which Jefus

ftood at his. glorious transfiguration on mount Tabor.
In a little chapel not far irom that of St James, we
we were fliewn the tomb of St Macarius, billiop of

Jerufalem •, and the ecclefiafticks officiating here aiTu-

red us, that his body lay there ; but our guide told

us, that it was a miltake which they were fond of

* Concerning this fee Nat. Alexandris, Sele^. Hijlcr. EccJef in

Journ. de S^av. An. 1677. P- ^'^°"

keeping
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keeping up, and that the Taint was adlually buried at

Rome.
Hence we proceeded to the houfe of the high-

prieft Annas, now a fmall church belonging to the

Armenians. Here is Ihewn the places where a brutal

fervanc ot the high-prieft ItrLick our Saviour, John
xviii. ver. 22. Near the front ot this church is an old

olive-tree railed in, or odierwiie the pilgrims in their

great zeal would loon make an end or it, by carrying

away pieces for relicks •, this, it feems, being the tree,

to which, as we were told, our Saviour was tyed for

fome time by order of the high-prieil.

I MUST not omit, tliat in a corner of this church

are two large Hones Vv'ith very wide holes, or aper-

tures in them, and concerning which we were en-

tertained with this legend, that whilft Jefus was bound
to the abovementioned o'ive-tree, thefe ftones came
tumbling down from the neighbouring hill, and pou-

red iorth the moft virulent invictives ao;ainft the folciicrs

for treating Chriil in fuch a manner, 'till the meek
Jefus impofed filence, by acquainting the ftones, that

there was a necelfity tor his fuffering thefe feeming in-

dignities ; injoining them at the fame time, always

to remain with their mouths open, which is figured

by the wide hole in each.

Our next vifit was to St Mark's houfe, or rather

the church faid to be built on the fite ol it -, it is but

fmall, and belongs to the Syrians. Hither it was

where St Peter firft came, alter his miraculous re-

leafe. Within it is a ftone font, where, we were

affured, that Apoftle ufed to adminifter baptifm, and
round the church are convenient dwellings for the cler-

gy belonging to it. I enquired of the fuperinten-

dant of the church, and others, about the tolio Syriac

manufcript of the New Teftament, mentioned by Mr
Maundreil, and pretended to be above eight hundred
and feventy years old, but could not get the leall ac-

count of it,

FURTHin
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Further on we paiTed through the iron gate,

AvJiich opened of itfclt to make way for Peter, Acls
:di. verfe 10. Here are feveral fruftums of pil-

lars, whicii aie generally thought to indicate facred

places

1'he following day we went to fee the fpot where
Abraham was going to facriHce his fon Ifaac : the way
to it, from the church of the holy fepulchre, is thro' a

little door on the left-hand, and then up fome lieps to

the terras, where one fees an olive-tree planted as a

mark of the very fpot where the ram was which
Abraham offered inftead ol Ifaac j and a Mttlc further

one comes to a fmall chapel in the podefTion of the

Greeks, who here Ihew the identical place of the fa-

crifice. This chapel, though ftanding at a diftance

from the church, is likewife a part of mount Calvary,

or Golgotha ; and the fcene of Abraham's facrifice

was mount Moriah, of which Calvary is an eminence
making part of it.

Directly facing the court of the church of the

holy fepulchre ftands a mofque, and dole by it

are the ruins of houfes formerly belonging to the

knights of St John. A little to the left, beyond this

place, lie the rudera of a pretty large church dedica-

ted to St Peter, as within it, according to tradition,

was the place of his imprifonment, and what remains

of it now ferves for the like ufe. Near it alio are

decayed lioufes, which the pilgrims are forced to take

up V* ith for dwellings -, befides, crypt<T; or vaults, which
formerly were fhops, but at prefent are only a melan-
choly heap of ruins.

Afterwa r ds we were led to a fmall Greek church,

built by St Helena, on the place where the houfe of
Zebedee, the father of James and John, is fuppofed

to have flood -, but it affords nothing worth obferva-

tion. We then went to an almflioufe, alfo built by
the fame St Helena. This was once a very fpacious

building j but now nothing more than a (table for

the
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the troopers horfcs. There are in it fix or feven

coppers, but ot thefe only tv/o are fit for ufe ; and

formerly broth was boil'd in them for the poor : and

we were told, that the Turks, on certain days, keep

up that good cuilom, and diftribute allowances of

broth and flefh to all poor perfons indifcriminately,

without regard to their profeffion.

Next we were fhewn a houfe built on a vault, and

at the fame time were informed, that it was the place

where flood the houfe of the rich man, mentioned in

the fixteenth chapter of St Luke, ver 19. and near it

ftands alfo a mean houfe, faid to have been that of

Lazarus -, lor here they lirmly believe, that the parable

ufed by our Saviour v/as a real hiilory, and repeated

in order to make the greater imprefTion on the hearts

of the Jews, the affair being very well known among
them. They even go fo far as to endeavour to trace

out the name of the rich man, though nothing of it is

to be found in Scripture.

Our next walk was to a large church, fuppofed to

be built on the place where flood the houfe of Anne
the virgin's mother. Under this church is a large

hole, where it is affirmed the bleffed virgin was born ;

accordingly this was formerly a fubterraneous chapel j

and the fathers of the Holy Land are dill permitted once

a year, that is, on the nativity of the virgin Mary, to

celebrate mafs in it: but this act of devotion cofls them

a pretty round fum. Anciently, near this church,

Hood a handfome nunnery, but now extremely de-

cayed.

At a little diftance is the houfe of the Pharifee,

v/here alfo a church was erefled, as is plain from the

ruins. Here it was, fay they, that Mary Magda-
lene, or fome other penitent proilitute, wetted our Sa-

viour's feet with her tears, and dried them with her^

hair, Luke vii. ver. 38.

In another ftreet we faw the remains of the ancient

fortrefs Turris Antoniana, mentioned by Jofephus in

his
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his defcription of the iecond city and wall within

vvhich it flood ; and under the Romans ferved as bar-

racks for the garrifon. It's tower is of large fbones,

and at prefent what remains of it, jointly with the mo-
dern additions, ferves for a minaret, or place, from
whence a Turkifli iman, or pried, calls the people to

prayers. King Godfrey's palace, which ftands near

it, affords nothing worth feeing.

We now diredted our courfe to the fuppofed houfe,

or palace, of Pontius Pilate ; but before going there

we were made to obferve a fmall houfe oppofite to it,

and which our guide affured us, was the place where

our Saviour was fcourged, it having anciently been a

part of Pilate's palace. And we were further told,

that the ibn of a certain Pafcha having taken it into

his head to make ufe of it as a ftable for his horfes,

the next morning they were all found dead, and he

wifely taking warning, left the houfe in the condition

he found it.

On entring Pilate's palace we went up a flair-cafe,

where it is pretended once flood the Scala San6la,

at prefent placed before the door of the church of

St Lateran at Rome j though the fcala appears to me
coniiderably higher than this place. You lirft come
into a court which leads into the houfe, now the refi-

dence of the Pafcha, though none of the largefl, or

mofl convenient of buildings, yet the Pafcha's do not

feem much to mind it, their flay being but fhort.

From one of the apartments of this palace we had

a fair view of the temple of Solomon ; or indeed I

fliould rather fay of the place, where it once flood,

that is, we faw on mount Moriah, a large level area

lying beyond the mount of Olives, where the rock it-

ielf, has been made fmooth and even. And be-

twixt thefe two mountains was the valley of Jehofha-

phat. The entrance into this large area is through

leven gates ; but all Chriftians and Jews are for-

bid to enter it, under pain of death, which there

is
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is no way oi avoiding, but by embracing Mahomc-
tanifm.

In the centre of it (lands the finell mofque of any

in Jeiiifalem ; and the Turks flatter themfelves, that

it is built on the very fjjot of rhe Holy of HoHes:
It is an octangular ftru^ture, furmounted with a cu-

pola covered with lead, and is not without ornaments,

but comes very far fliort of thofe at Conftantinople j

and it's advantagious fituation makes it appear at a

difl:ance much finer than it really is.

Within this fpace one difcerns alfo gardens, walks^

and fountains, as having formerly been the palace ot

the Patriarch, now of the Cadi : and laftly, behind the

faid mofque is a church, formerly dedicated to the an-

nunciation of the bleffed Virgin. But this was alfo

altered into a mofque. The abovementioned foun-

tains, as likewife the Cadi's houfe, are fupplied with

water from the famous Fons Signatus.

In the palace of Pilate, as it is called, they ilill

pretend to fliew the place where the foldiers infulted

Jefus, declaring him king by way of derifion, and

placing a crown oi thrones on his head, &c. this

is all that is worth feeing in a palace, lb much talk-

ed of. At a little diftance we were lliewn a houfe

then occupied by a Turkifli aga, but which pafles for

the palace of Herod.

At coming from Pilate's palace one croiTes the Via
dolorofa, along which Chrift went up to mount Cal-

vary, beginning with the Arcus Pilati, or arched bal-

cony, where Pilate produced our Saviour to the Jews,
faying, Ecce homo. This balcony is flill very vi-

fible •, but it cannot be the lan.e that flood here in

our Saviour's time, his awful predidion, that in Je-
rufalem one flone ihould not be left on another, having

been remarkably verified. Another arcade may pofil-

bly have been built in the fame place where the for-

mer flood, but of this there is no certainty.

Over,
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Over this arcade are two pieces of marble fixed

into it i and on which we were told our Saviour and

Pilate flood. Thele pieces having been found near

Pilate's palace, the procurator of the Holy Land
defired them of the Pafcha, who at firll retufed him \

but his zeal lutTered him not to take a denial, 'till

he had obtained thrm, and fet them up as a monu
ment.

Further on this way we were fliewn the place

wliere our Saviour is faid to have fainted under the

weight of his crofs. At a little diftance is the place

where the blefied Virgin, overcome with fo me-
lancholy a fight, fell into a deliquium. According-
ly here anciently ftood a church, called II Spafmo j

but of which now not the leaft trace is to be feen, a

large bath, with two arcades, having been built in it's

p'ace.

The next curiofity we were fliewn^ was the houfe

of St Veronica, who, on feeing Jefus's face covered

with fweac, blood, and duft, haltened out of her

houfe, and made her way through the crowd to wipe
it with a napkin; though not a word of this remark-
able a(5t of tendernefs is to be met with in Scripture,

yet the napkin, faid to have been ufed on this occafion,

is preferved as a moil venerable relick both at Turin
and Rome, whither, according to the legends, St

Veronica herfelf brought it.

Anotke r itory concerning it is, that Ann, daugh-

ter of a king of Cyprus, and fpoufe to Lewis, fon of

Amada^us, Duke of Savoy, brought this holy fudary

from Jeruiaicm to Chamberry, capital of Savoy, where
for fome years, in the month of May it was exhibited

to publick view, 'till Charles Emanuel, fon of Phili-

bert, Duke of Savoy, caufcd it to be brought to Tu-
rin, and depofited in the cathedral. It is pretended,

that this fudary is imprelTed with the face, and all

the other p;irts of our Saviour's body ; and a copy of

it we faw on GoodT-Viday, hanging before the fc-

Vo L. I. A a pulchi^-
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pulchre ; but the more learned and intelligent are now
pretty well agreed, that there never was fuch a wo-

man as Veronica : but that the name is derived from

the Vv'ords Vera Icon^ or true image of Jefus Chrift ;

and that the making a female faint of thefe words,

proceeded from the cuftom of putting a womari, or

an Angel, on thefe painted, VeVce Icones \ and which

thus gave rife to the whole ftory. The more fenfible

amono; the Roman Catholicks are themfelves convin-

ced, that the whole is but a fiftion ; and worfhip on-

ly the face of our Saviour painted on the fudary.

Laftly, our guide fliewcd us the place where Simon
of Cyrene was compelled by the foldiers to help our

Saviour in carrying the crofs •, but whether it was

then within or without the city, was what they knew
nothing of. The laft remarkable objed fhcwn us, was

the juridical gate, and before it a pillar, on which was

faftened the fentence of every criminal •, it is faid to

be the fame as at the time of our Saviour's fufferings,

and ftands among heaps of rubbifli and ruins.

Having thus feen all the relicks, and facred

places \ and this being the day of the facred fire, as

the Greeks and Armenians here called it, for it was

the fixth day after Eafter, we were extremely defirous

of being prefent at this folemnity.

The people are made to believe, that on this day

is to be iztii in the church of the holy fepulchre,

and iffuing out of the grave itfell a holy fire, a ib-

lemnity, which, like many others of the fame kind,

feems to ov/e its original to policy, and to be fuppor-

ted by avarice; for the bifhops not only fufter the peo-

ple to remain in this belief, but cherifh it, in order to

draw the greater number of pilgrims to Jerufalem, and

thus enable them to defray thofe enormous expences,

with which they are opprefled by the Turks. Nay,
the interefl of the latter is concerned in maintaining

this miracle, by reafon of the great profits accruing to

them from the vail" numbers of foreigners, whom curio-

fity
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fjty draws hither. Some hours before the folemnity

begins, a ilranger cannot but be highly entertained

with the llrangc grimaces and gefticulations ufual on

thefe occafions ; and as no pilgrim would fail of being

prcfent, the church is a fcene of confufion. We
were feated in a gallery facing the entrance of the holy

fepulchrc ; with the fathers of the Romifh church,

(who, by the by, are faid, to do all they can to ex-

plode this pretended miracle) and fome Turks of
the Pafcha's retinue, who alfo came hither on this oc-

caficn.

The whole church refounded with the noife and vo-

ciferations of a vaft multitude of people, who feemed
irantick, running after one another, and playing fuch

pranks, as would be more fuitable at a carnival, and
were certainly quite inconfiftent with the facrednefs

of the place, and the pretended miracle. Among
others I oblerved a man counterfeiting a dead perion,

poflibly intending to imitate our Saviour, being car-

ried feveral times round the grave, and then difappea-

red. Some carried others on their fhoulders, and let

them fall on the crowd ; others again tumbled about

the grave like tumblers on a ftage, performing a thou-

fand anticks and poftures, which continually afforded

new fubjed of laughter and noify applaufe. In a

word, nothing can be imagined more grotefque, wild,

and phantaftical, than what we faw here in any place,

and on an occafion which fhould naturally have raifed

ferioufnefs in thofe who believed it At laft the

Greek clergy made their appearance, but it was with

great confulion, that among this multitude of people,

they went through the proceffion. The Armenians,

Syrians, and Coptis, at that time did not join in the

proceflion. After this a Greek billiop, follow 'd by the

patriarch of Armenia, and the Syrian and Coptick

priefts, went into the holy fepulchre, near which, at

tht fame time, the Epitropos, or vicar of the Greek,

patriarch, placed himfelf, poflibly to inftrud the

A a 2 others
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others how they niiift ad;, or to lecure the door,

whilft three or four Turks ftood bclore the holy ie-

pulchre witii whips and (laves, to keep off the people

who thronged tor admittance. AboDt half a quarter ot

an hour alter theabovemcntioned ecciefiaihcks entered,

tiie Greek bilhops came out with a bunch ot wax can-

dles tied together, which had been lighted at the holy

fire
I,
then was the height of the tumult, for every one

thrufting to be the hrfl to light his candle at that of

the bifhop's, they being all tirmly ptrfuaded, that the

firfl fire is the moft holy and pure ; and that whatever
it touches it does not burn.

Whilst every one was thus exprefTing his devout
zeal, for being polTeffed of this tire or light, the

Turks laid about them without diftindion. But at

that time no ftrokes were felt, the raptures at that

time taking away all fenlation ; and thofe who were

behind furiouHy leaped on the fhoulders of the fore-

mofl, that they might alio get their candies lighted.

The conclufion was, that lome of the buty zealots

among them lifted the bifliop on their fhoulders, and
thus carried him, with great rejoicings, to their

church. With the Armenian bifhop, or patriarch, mat-
ters did not fuceeed fo well ; for he no fooner made
his appearance vvith his wax lights, than the people

crowded fo violently about him, that they all v\enc

out, and he was obliged to light them again at tfie

candle of a private pilgrim However tv^o men lilt-

ed him up, and he was carried away with the fame
formality as the other. The Syrians and Coptis made
all polTible hafte to carry the holy fire to their chapels,

in order to light their lamps with it •, and thus in an

inrtant there was a general illumination all over the

church, after which every one performed divine wor*
ihip, according to their refpedive rites. That they

endeavour to perfuade one another, that this facred

fire does not burn, is certainly a falfe report i for ha-

ving my feif obferved, that feveral, by crowding,

burnt
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burnt and very much damaged their beards •, and I

heard, that a woman had all her cloaths ipoiled by

this lire

1'hc fathers of the Latin or Romilh church, who
at prelent give no credit to the miracle, told me, how-
ever, that it had once indtetl the virtue of not con-

iuming ; that .is, at the time when the Greeks and

other Chriftians, now fplit into diftinct communities,

were united \Aich the church of Rome ; but that fince

the time ot" the fchifm, and confequenly a long while

fincey this miracle has ceafed, and that now the whole
procefs is mere juggle and delufion.

Possibly were ail the communicles, who are here

in pofieliion ot the relicks, or facred places, mutually

in a good undtrftanding, this mdracle would not be

ib much decried by the L.atin or Roman clergy, efpe-

cially it they were to come in lor a fliare ot the pro-

iits arifing Irom ic; it being undeniable, that in the

church ot Rome there are many luch miracles contri-

ved by the clergy, and the belief of them folemnly

inculcated into the people, which are yet much more
dillicult to be believed j and, among many others, the

])queladion of the blood of St Januarius, on it's be-

ing placed near his head. And the vicar o\ the pa-

tnaich of the Greeks, to whom I once mentioaed this

opinion oi: the abovementioned iather, very perti-

nently jinfwered, if this miracle, as tiiey theml'elves

own, was forn^erly real, why can it not at prelent

take place, the fanctity ot the fepulchre and the church,

being Hill the lame ? But obferving that we alfo gave
httle credit to it, he dropp'd the iubjed:.

1'he fathers of the Holy Land told me with' fome
pleafiue, that an Englilliman ventur'd to bribe the
'1 urks, who kept the door ot the holy fepulchre, and
thus hid himfelf within it ; and he was witnefs of

the whole myftery ; which he did not fail to expole,

viz. that this facred fire was kindled in the fepulchre

by means of a flint and fteel ; and which is not at all

A a 3 im^.uac-
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impradicable here : I even believe, that they who are

unacquainted with the fecret, and go in with the

biihops, may be very eafily inipofed on, by reafon of

the darkncfs of the place, ail the lamps and candles

being put out, that there is not the leaft appearance of

light Nor is the fraud a little tavoured by the lu-

mult of the people, juft at the time when the bifhops

enter the holy fepulchre, as it prevents the flrokes of

the fiint, the inftrument in this operation, from being

heard.

As to the continuance of this pretended miracle, or

delufion, the commonalty, who blindly give credit to

it, and honeftly fwallow whatever their priefts fay, are

are not fo much in fault as the patriarchs and bifhops.

Thefe indeed, as treacherous fhepherds, fcandalouQy

abufe the well-meant credulity of the fheep entrufted

to their care, and thus inftil into them the moib ri-

diculous fidions. But furely the Romifh clergy (hould

have well confidered their own pra6tices, before they fo

openly ridiculed this miracle of the Greeks
We alfo now faw feveral other particular procef-

fions of the Armenians, Coptis, and Syrians, round the

holy fepulchre. And thus ended this folemnity, be-

gun in confufion, ccndufted by deceit, and concluded

with fuperftition.

Some days alter an opportunity offering of going

in company with feveral ecclefiafticks, and others, to

Bethlehem, and the neighbourhood, where we were

fure of leeing every thing remarkable, we with plea-

fure embraced it ; and this journey fliall make the fub-

je6b of the following chapter.

CHAP,
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CHAP. XXIV.

Jcurnev /<? Bethlehem, the co?2i:erJs of St yohn

and Elias 3 iL'ith accounts ofjrceral other places.

"1 ^ ) E left Jerufalem in company with fome eccle-W fialticks, and other perlbns, but could not

take the ufual road of the pilgrims, on account of a

contagious diftemper raging in fome of the neighbour-

ing places, and the intefline wars among the villages.

Thus we v^'ere hindered from vifiting the church and

convent of the holy crofs belonging to the Greeks,

and which, according to them, (lands on the fpot

where the tree 2;rew out of which our Saviour's crofs

was formed.

On our departure from the city we paffed near the

fuppofed pool of Bcthefda, or, according to the wri-

ter of the Itinerarium Hierofolipitanum, Bethfaida-, and

on the right a ruined tower, where, according to the

tradition, old Simeon reiided, who, with the intanc

Jefus in his arms, repeated that beautiful hymn re-

corded by St Luke. The adjacent country is well

cultivated, and exhibits a very beautiful appearance,

barley growing' among the rocks up to the very fum-

mits of the mountains. We proceeded along the toot

of an eminence, on the top of which was a fmall vil-

lage called Villa iialata

About two hours farther brousrht us to the con-

vent of St John. This ftrudlure exceeds every thing

in the Holy Land : it is a modern ftrudture, built af-

ter the plan of a Spanifli ecclcfiaftick, at that time

procurator of of the Holy Land, but whofe knowledge

extended to things not immediately belonging to his-

profefllon. A ftately church had been before ereded

here, but being ruined by the enemies of Chriftianity,

the remains of it now only ferve as a ftali for cattle.

A a 4 At
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At prefent the church is in the middle ot tiie con-

vent, and it's cupola is particularly elegant : it has

alfo a pavemeat of very beauciiul rnofaic or inlaid

work i in it are three fine pieces of painting, one re-

prefenting the virgin's flight into Egypt, and the two
others the angels Gabriel and Michael But the moil
iplendid part is a cave, faid to have been the habita-

tion of John the Baptiil, during his auiierities in the

Defcrt. It is now a chapel of llirprifing beauty i the

very fteps leading to it are of a curious workmanlhip i

and befides a variety ol other exquifite embellifnmenLs,
it's rnofaic floor is univerfally admired.
Un d e r the altar is {"hewn the very fpot where John

the Baptift: is faid to have been born, and on which is

a marble fl;ar in railed work ; and in the centre of it a

fmall porphyry Rone a little projcfting, to indicate the

place, and which the pilgrims kifs with very lervent

devotion. On the walls are fome very well executed
baflb relievo's of the hiftory of 6t John, as the vifit of
Mary to Elizabeth, the birth of John, his preaching
in the wildernefs, the baptifm of Chrill in the Jordan i

and lallly, the decollation of St John : and in another

chapU ot this church, near the altar, is a large fl;one,

on which it is pretended St John ilood when he

preached.

Th e village near the convent is by the Chrifl.ians

called St Jonn, and by the Arabians Ainciareb, but

little correfponds with it's elegant convent ; coiifiiiing

only of a icw vvi etched houles and huts inhabited by

peafancs.

Formerly this was a city, though it's name be

not mentioned by the Evangelifls, who only fay, that

Mary went from Nazareth to a city in the hill coun-

try to vifit Elizabeth. In it are flill feen the ruins of

a large edifice, not improbably an ancient Chriftian

church ; but this poor village afibrded us a fight which

we had never feen before ; lor in the evening the pea-

fants were all bufied in driving their cattle to the tops

of
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of their houles, to (ecure them from any incurlions

trom the enemy.

On the top of a mountain^ near the convent, we
obkrved ionie rLiins. Thcfe, according; to the current

tradition, arc the remains of the tombs of tiie Macca-
bees, but the ccclcriafricks who were with us alTured

Ls to the contrary, and that we were at a village called

Modin ; and tnis indeed is agreeable to the firll book
ot the Maccabees.

Th e enemies ot this village being mailers of a cer-

tain trad, commonly called the Wiidernefs, where St

John is faid to have preached, and to have led a life of
exempla:y mortification, it was thought not advifeable

ior us to go thither. I'his fpot is called the Wiider-
nefs, from it's being hemmed in on all fides betwixt

the mountains, otluawife it is very well laid out, and

produces corn, wine, and oil, in great abundance.

Here St John is faid to have ufed locufts tor part

of his lood, though many are of opinion, that' hereby

is not meant the iniecl ot that name, but a kind of

bean growing on a tree in this wiidernefs, and in the

Hebrew called by the fame name as the animal. This
tree aifo grows in the neighbourhood ot Tunis, and

the Turks in thofe countries are great admirers of it's

fruit. Jacobus de Vitriaco, in his Hiftor. Hierofpl.

cap Llll. relates, that an ecclefiaflick of that coun-

try fnewed him the truit of a Ihrub, which he called

landguila, or locuft, as giowing there in great plenty,

and was what St John lived on

It is a cuflom here to have a mark made in the

arni, and this is done with fuch fkill, as not to caul'e the

leaft pain or inconvenlency. This cutlom obtains in

feveral places ot the Levant, and mult be very anci-

ent. Yirgil making mention of it, in the fourth book
ot his v4£neid, vcri. 146 ; and likewiie Fomponius
Mela, Lib. XXI.
Th e artifts have patterns of all kinds of figures,

and the procefs of the operation is as follows : after a

pcrfon
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perfon has made choice ot the pattern, being rubbed

over with fmall-coal duft, it is imprinted on the arm,

or any other part, then it is pricked with two very fine

needles dipt in a kind of ink made of wine, bullock's

gall, and gunpowder ; and the pricking is done with

fuch difpatch, and dexterity, as not to draw a fingle

drop of blood -, then the place marked is rubbed over

with ink, and afterwards wafhed with warm v/ater,

which concludes the procefs.

On the declivity of a mountain, not far from the

village of St John, and about a fliort mile from the

convent, is a houfe and cloyIter, though now almoft

intirely ruined, faid to be Elizabeth's country-houfe,

and the place where fhe refided when Mary came to

vifit her ; for her town- houfe flood on the prefent fite

of the convent of St John, it being the common per-

fuafion here, that Zacharias, Elizabeth's hufband, and

one of the chief priefts, was alfo a perfon ot fuch plen-

tiful circumftances, as to have both a town and coun-

try-houfe. The ecclefiafticks who were with us went

down into a cave to perform their devotions, as the

place where the holy virgin found Elizabeth, and ut-

ter'd the magnificat, or hymn recorded by St Luke.

The Arabians likewife went to prayers under a tree.

In this ruined cloyfter is a fpring which contributes

to the fertility of the neighbouring valley, and fup-

plies both the convent and village with water. The
ancient city is now reduced to this mean village, tho'

faid formerly to have extended feveral miles, and that

one of it's gates flood near this fpring.

Befides Arabians, here are alfo feveral Chriftians,

who, however, in fome capacity or other, are fervants

to the convent, and the whole village may be faid to

be greatly benefited by the liberality of the fathers -,

and it muft be owned, that the relief of the poor

about them is one of the chief advantages of fuch reli-

gious communities.
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We fet out by moon-light, fome time before break

of day, for fear of meeting with enemies, having alfo

with us two Turks, one in the front, and the other in

the rear, that no perfon might come near us, on ac-

count of the infe<5Lion. After paiTing a very difficult

mountain we entered a- good road, leading along well

cultivated hills and vales.

From the top of a high mountain we perceived a

large plain, with feveral tumuli, faid to be the remain-

ders of fortifications of the Ifraelites, thrown up againft

thefe hills. We afterwards crolTed a trad: of plough-
ed land, in which is fome ruined ftone-work, as a

memorial of the place where Mofes's fpies met with

the large clufter of grapes mentioned in the thirteenth

chapter of Numbers ; but the Arabians have commit-
ted fuch ravages all over the country, that at prefent

there is not the leaft appearance of a vineyard.

Not far from hence we faw St Philip's fpring

;

and near it a village of the fame name. This pafles

for the place where Phihp baptized the treafurer of

queen Candace, mentioned in the eighth chapter of the

A6ls. Not far from this fpring are the ruins of a

church, faid-to have been buik by St Helena.

We now entered the way leading to this fpring,

and which the virgin is faid to have travelled in her

flight to Egypt. It is every where fo very rugged and
flony, that it feems next to impollible, that it fhould

have been prafticable to the treafurer's chariot. How-
ever this difficulty is removed by faying, that this road,

though there is little hgn of it, was much better than

at prefent, proper care being taken of it, whereas the

Arabians negled thofe things, as with their fure foot-

ed horles they can travel any where.

At fome diftance between two mountains, very in-

duftrioufly cultivated, we came in fight of the quarries

which furniflied the amazing pillars for the church at

Bethlehem ; and ibon atter left on our right-hand a
pretty large village called Boetefe Clacli, or Boticella,

inha-
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inhabited only by Greeks. The church, which we
only faw at a diftance, is built in the form of a dome •,

and the neighbouring country his an afpe(5t oi plenty

and induftry, efpecially the valley of Sennacherib, fo

called from that prince's army incamping here, when
an angel deftroyed, in a fingle night, one hundred

and tourfcore and five thoufand men.

This vale extends about an hour, but is fo very

narrow, that the difpofition of a camp in thofe days

muft have been very different from ours. At la(l we
came to the hill on which Bethlehem is built -, but the

peftilence which at this time raged, would not allow

us to enter the place in our way to the convent,

Bethlehem, formerly called the city of David,

is now an open country -tov/n, and the houfcs very

mean, but the fituation incomparably pleafant-, being on

all fides furrounded with hills and valhes, and covered

with corn and other vegetables, efpecially fine planta-

tions of olive-trees. The convent lies at the end ot

the town, and to me feemed to have been formerly a

fortrefs with ftout walls and gates ; but at prelent

both are in ruins.

Being informed that the covent was crouded with

pilgrims, who were on their departure, we judged it

advifeable, as a precaution againft the contagion, to

wait a while, 'till they were retired. Accordingly we
firft vifited the bieffed virgin's cave, at a fmali di-

ftance from the convent ; fo called, as being the fup-

pofed place where (lie concealed herfelf wirh the infant

Jefus, at the mafficre ot the children of Bethlehem,

a little before her flight into Egypt.

This cave is very fpacious, and daily enlarging for

the fake of a very white kind of chalk ftone, and this

extraordinary whitenefs the people here, and many
thoufands of others, believe to be derived trom fome

drops of the virgin's milk, which happened to iall on

tihe ground whilil: fhe was fuck ling her infant.

These
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These flones, after being cleanled and broken

into pieces, are Tent to fcveral parts of Europe
i and

ibnie of the powder of them, mixed in fair water, is

given to nurfes as of wonderful efBcacy in filling the

breufts with milk.

Within this cave are fevcral lamps continually-

burning, with a jar of oil always ftanding near them ;

and to this expence the Turks jointly contribute.

Under the altar is a fmall crofs, with a fuitable lamp
burning before it.

The pilgrims being gone, we repaired to the con-
vent, where our eyes were firft faluted with a heap of
ruins, occafioned by a late earthquake. The church
of St iV'.aria di ProgelTio, or of the Manfor, js not only-

large, but one of the fineft in all the Holy Land \ it has

four rows of Corinthian pillars, and which, though of
a furprizing height and diameter, are each formed out
of a f:ngle block of reddifh (lone mcw'e compad: and
hard th:m marble itfclf

Here is alfo a fubterraneous chapel, faid to be for-

merly a cave, and the place where our Saviour wa*
born. There are two entrances into it by a flight of
fixreen handfome fbeps, and on the left-hand of the

fide where we entered it, our attention was dircfled to

a place, which an ecclefiaftick, whofe looks feemed to

exprefs his belief of what he faid, alfured us it was
the very fpot where Jefus was born. On it is laid a

marble Oab, iurrounded with a filvcr glory, with the

following infcription.

HIC, DE VIRGINE MARIA, JESUS
CHRISTUS NATUS EST.

In Engllih thus

:

He7-e Jefus Chriji was born of the Virgin Mary,

Under
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Under one of the altars is a reddifli ftone, which

the pilgrims kifs with great devotion, pretending that

they difcern on it a woman in a kneeling pofture, with

an infant lying before her. Here they likewiie fliew the

manger in which our Saviour was laid, and the place

where the holy virgin was fitting v/hen the eaftern wife

men came to worfhip the divine infant.

In the floor of this chapel are feveral curious pieces

of marble, part of which the ecclefiafticks have broken

off, to fave the whole from being carried away by the

Turks. /\nd it is from the fame apprehenfion that this

chapel wants many ornamiCnts becoming fo remarkable

a pLce. It at prefent belongs to the Latin Chriftians,

to whom it was transferred from the Greeks, at the

requeft of the devout marquis De Chateauneuf, the

French ambalfadoi- at the Porte •, fo the Franks only

can celebrate mafs here, thou2;h it is free for all Chrifti-

ans indifcriminately to vifit it, on pulling offtheir fhoes.

Near this chapel, or the cave of the Nativity, are

fome others, but the entrance of which only lies thro'

the convent ; as that of St Jofeph, our Saviour's fo-

fter-father •, that of the innocents, fo called from a

number of young children, who in the time of Herod,
being concealed here with their mothers, were both

flain and buried there ; likewife thole of St Eufebius of

Cremona, of St Paula, and of St Euflochia her daugh-

ter, and of St Jerom.

In the chapel of St Paula and Euflochia, who were

both ladies of diftinftion at Rome, which they left for

a life of devotion and mortification, in the cave of

our Saviour's nativity, are the following verfes cut in

marble, compofed by St Jerom, on their extraordinary

piety.

Afpicis Augujium precifa rupe fepulchrum.

Hofpitium PauU eft cceleftia regna tenentis.

Fratrem, cognatos^ Romam^ patriamque relinquens

DivitiaSy Sobolem^ Beihkemiti conditur antro.

The
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The fubftaiice ot which is, here you fee a {lately

fepulchre hewed in a rock ; it is the nmnfion of Pau-
la, an inhabitant of the kingdom of heaven. She lefc

brothers, relations, Rome, and her country, riches,

and ofF-fpring, and now lies in a cave at Bethlehem.

An D on th« fide of the altar are alfo the following.
'D'

Scipio qiiam geniiit Paulce fuscre parentes

Gracchortim foboles, Jgamemnonis inclyta proles

Hocjacet in tmmdo. Paulam dixere priores

Etijiochii genetrix : Romani prima Jenatus,

Pauperiem Chrijii ^ Bethlemica rura fequuta.

Wh j c h may be thus rendered : In this tomb lies

the daughter of Scipio, the ofF- fpring of the Gracchi,

an illuftrious defcendant of Agamemnon, Paula, the

mother of Euftochia. The fir(t of the Roman fenate,

who imitated the poverty of Chrift, and preferred

Bethlehem to all other places.

In the convent is alfo a handfome church dedicated

to' St Catharine, and the convent itfelf is roofed with a

fine terras, from whence there is a view of all the

neighbouihood of Bethlehem •, and adjoining to the

convent of the Franks, are likewife thofe of the Ar-
menians.

In the way to Hebron lie the celebrated fountains,

refervoirs, and gardens, faid to have been made by
king Solomon, and in which he took fuch great de-

light •, and to thele he is thought to allude, when,
among other marks of his fplendor, he mentions gar-

dens, pools of water, vineyards, and orchards planted

with all kinds of fruits. But we were advifed not to

go farther, the inhabitants of Hebron being declared

enemies of the Franks, ever fince an Englilhman un-
fortunately rod over a child. And thefe Hebronites,

who are the moft malignant and vindiftive of all the

peafants about Jerufalem, will not be pacified, but by

the
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the blood of a Fj'ank^ being through revenge for an

unhappy accident, dilpofed to commit a deliberate

murder. Thefe tountains of Solomon lie about half

an hour from Bethlehem.

We left Bethlehem with fome regret, being by the

contagion, and the enmity lately broken out between

it's inhabitants and the neighbouring villages, hinder-

ed from taking a view of the feveral curiofities in and

about it.

After travelling about a mile in our return, wc
flopped near a piece ot water, called David's Well

;

and were aflured, that this was the well, for a draught

of which the royal prophet fo ardently longed when
he fought with the Philiftines. From an eminence a

little farther, we were fliewed a large plain, planted

with olive-trees, and faid to be the place where the

fnepherds received the glad tidings of Chrifh's nati-

vity.

Near it is the fnepherd's cave, and likewife the

village where they lived, together with the ruins of a

convent and church built by St Paula who died here.

The adjacent country is well cultivated, and exhibits

a very agreeable appearance.

A LITTLE farther eaftward we faw the ^lace called

Engedi, where David cut ofi' a piece of Saul's robe

in the, cave, and near it a craggy mountain, com-

monly known by the name ot the Franks mountain -,

as on the taking of Jerufalem by the Mahometans,

they are faid to have retired thither, and to have de-

fended themfelvcs during forty years ; accordingly

there are ftill on it feveral of their iortihcations, and a

way hewn through tlic rock leading uj.) to the I'um-

mit i but the greatefl part of thefe works are now in

ruins.

Near the road we faw a beautiful fubterraneous

aqueduct, leading from king Solomon's refervoirs,

and faid to have extended to the temple which that

prince built at Jerufalem.

A LITTLE
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• A LITTLE farther on our left-hand, were feveral

Turkifh burial places, and among them a ftrufture

with a cupola, which has all the appearance ot a re-

cent building, and we were told ftood on the very

Ipot where Kachel was interred.

Further on, v/e (truck a little off the road to a

held, in learch of fmall round Hones, faid to refemble

peafe, and thcfe, according to tradition, were petrified

.by the blelTed virgin ; the owner of the field having

retufed to give her any when flie complained of hun-
ger. Small ftones we indeed found, but imagination

mud have a confiderable fhare in forming an opinion

that they had any refemblance to peafe ; and I think

there muft be a great deal of taith, or rather of

fimple credulity, to believe the origin of thefe ftones.

We were at the fam.e time given to underftand, that

there had been fuch vaft quantities of thefe truly

precious ftones gathered, that they were become very

fcarce. Bur, however this be, according to Longi*
nus, in his Hijlor. lapid. figurc.t, Hehet. fuch ftones are

hkewife found in Switzerland.

A T length we arrived at St Elias*s convent, where

the Greek papas, or priefts, received us with great

courtefy. This convent refembles a caftle or fortrefs,

being built in this manner as a defence againft the af-

faults of the Arabians •, for the hopes of plunder fre-

quently (limulates thofe banditti to attack fuch places

of devotion ; and the good guardian himfeli fhewed
us a very fevere wound in one ot his hands, which
he received in vigoroufly defending the entrance of

the convent.

The church of the convent receives it's hght
through a b'eautiki! cupola, and within it is a ftately

monument of one of their bilhops, with an Arabic

inicription. On the rock, leavling to the convent,

we were fhev/n the imprefTion of Elijah, who, as they

fay, lelt it here in memory of a conifortable reft he

had enjoyed after an extreme fatigue. There is, in^

- Vol. I. B b dcec/.
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deed, a kind of impreflion, about the length of a

man, but in a tprm very little refembling the human
body. However, on exprelTing our opinion, we re-

ceived for anfwer, that the Arabians had disfigured

the impreflion.

Such impreflions are feen in other places, which

favours a fufpicion, that they might be the work of

ecclefiafticks, whofe exceffive zeal induced them to

commit fuch pious frauds, in order to excite a greater

veneration in the hearts oi thofe who viiited tlie holy

places. But, however this be, the ecclefiafticks in

our company fell on their knees, and touched the im-

preflion with their rofaries.

Soon after leaving the convent, we paffed near

two ruined walls, faid to be the remains ot the houfe

of the prophet Habakkuk, from whence an angel

carried him to Babylon, to relieve Daniel in the lion's

den. Some mention is made of this houfe ot Ha-
bakkuk, at the couclufion of the apocryphal (lory of

Bell and the Dragon.

We next came to the well, where the fl:ar appeared

to the eafliern Magi, and at a fmall diftance from it

our companion fliewed us the place, where the holy

virgin is faid to have refted herfelf under a turpentine

tree, when flie was bringing her infant to be prefent-

ed to the Lord in the temple •, but this turpentine

tree has long fince been carried away by the prevalent

fondnefs for relicks, and a fig-tree planted in it's

place i for by repeated trials it was found that no tur-

pentine-tree would grow there.

In the profecution of our journey, we paflfed the

valley of Rephaim, which according to Jofephus,

was in his time the commoi) road.

*^^iiis valley is celebrated for the fignal viftory

/ "by David over the Philiftines ; it lies in the
gamea

lerufalem to Bethlehem, and is not above
way from ^ "- from the former. '

two hours riQc ~.
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On our approaching near the walls of Jerufalem

we were obliged to flop, on account of a large Tur-
kifh caravan returning from Hebron to Jerufalem,

at the head of which marched feveral perfons carrying

banners in their hands. We faw among them abun-

dance of children, who had juft been circumcifed.

This pilgrimage the Turks carefully perform an-

nually ; going thither to vifit the monuments of the

patriarchs Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob. On our re-

turn to Jerufalem, we were obliged to wait fome
hours in the garden of the convent of Quarentine, as

coming from infedled places ; on which account we
were copioufly incenfed or perfumed. What little

time we had was employed in vifiting the other re-

markable curiofities in the neighbourhood of Jeru-

falem, which ihall be defcribed in the following

chapter.

CHAP. XXV.

Accounti offeveral holy places in the 7ieighhoiir^

hood of Jerusalem, as Bethany, the ?nount

of Olives, ??icitntXioN, the garden of Getu-
SEMANE, and the fepukhres of the kings of
Israel J together with a brief defcription of
the ceremonies ifed at the cofifecration of a
Greek bft:cp.

N going out of the city, through St Stephen's

gate, we faw near it a large refervoir, quite

dry, called the Pifcina Probatica^ or fheep pool. It

is near an hundred paces in length, and fixty in

breadth, and extends almoft to the place where the

front of Solomon's temple ftood. St Stephen's gate

B b 2 is
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i.B fo called from the firll martyr Stephen, having

been ftoned at a fmall diltance from it •, betore which
it was called the ilieep gate. Near it the Turks have

their fepulchres, on one oF which, we law an indancc

ot that abfurd cuftom of hiring women to mourn tor

the dead. A little vnthout this gate, they pretend to

fliew the exad fpot where St Siephen expired, and
^ven infill that the impreiTion of his knees and Ihoul-

ders arc ftill imprinted on the rock. At a fmall di-

Jfance is a well, into which, they fay, his body was
thrown-, and add, that by divine infpiration his remains,

together with thofe of St Gamaliel, Nicodemus, and

Bibonius, were difcovered by an ecclefiaftic in the

time o[ the Emperor Honorius.

. Beyond this, in our way to Bethany, we were
ihewn the place, where the fig-tree grew which
withered at our Saviour's imprecation. Near it are

the remains of Simon the leper's houfe •, and farther

up the mountain, the ruins of the caftle of Lazarus,

"who is here faid to have been the proprietor and lord

ot Bethany.

At fomc diftance, we defcended t -venty-eight (leps

into Lazarus's fepulchre, which is hew^n in the rock,

but greatly injured by time. The firfl: compartment
is a fmall chamber, and from it a paiTage leading to

another, in which is an altar, faid to ftand on the

very fpot whence Lazarus was raifed by our Saviour,

and where ftill lies the very ftone he ordered to be re-

moved from the grave. Mafs is celebrated twice a

year op the altar.

Th I s fepulchre lies in Bethany, at that time a town
of note, but at prefent a mean village, inhabited only

by puor peafants. A little farther they fhewed us the

foundations of Martha and Mary's houfe, with a fine

well hewn in the rock •, likewife a ftone on which oiir

Saviour is faid to have refted 'till the two fifters were
informed of his coming. Here we found the chiefs

of the peafants of Bethany, keeping a very ftri(5t guard

for
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for preventing the Arabians from foraging among
the fields of barley They were encamped under

invAl tents of black goats fkins. When pafture fails

here, they remove to the valHes between the moun-
tains, where nature fupplies them with water, and

they endeavour to procure provifions by robbery and

violence. We however vifited their camp, where we
were very civilly entertained, and a party ordered to

conduct us in our return

: Th e next place we vifited was the mount of Olives,

and in our journey palled through Bethphage, from

whence our Saviour made his triumphant entrance in-

to Jerufalem. In afcending the mount of Olives, we
law St Pclagia's cave, which the Turks have now
ihut up, without admitting any to enter it, pretend-

ing that llie had been a notorious woman, but repent-

ing of her debauched manner of living, withdrev/ hi-

ther in man's apparel, that fhe might not be known,,

and died here by her excelTive mortifications. I'he

next obje6l ihat engaged our attention was a fragment

ot a piliar, laid to be ertled as a memorial of the place

where the angel Gabriel foretold the blefled virgin the

violent death her fon was to fuffer.

Having reached the top of the mountain, a large

door was opened, through which we entered into a

fpacious place, where the Turks, at the expence of

the European ecclefialHcks, have built a fmall mofque
in the form of a dome. Here we obferved a certain.

Itone, on which they pretend is the imprefiion ot one

of our Saviour's feet, it being the ftone on which lie

ilood at his afcenfion. 1 here was, they iiiy, origi-

nally the imprefTion of both his feet •, hut the l^urks,

it feems, have carried away one part of" the ftone,

which they (fill keep in the mofque built on the anci-

ent fite of Solomon's temple Here was formerly a

church, but now all that remains is the fragment ot a

pillar, on which it is pretended the Apoft'es fat when

our Saviour was taken up into heaven : and to this.

B b 3
day
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day the pillar is called, The pillar of the men §f
Galilee.

In our defcent from the mountain we faw the place,

faid to be that where our Saviour, furveying Jerufa-

lem, was fo affedled for the calamities of it's approach-

ing defolation, that he wept over it, and broke out

into that pathetick exclamation of pity for it's mife-

ries, recorded in the gofpel. Not far from hence is a

pillar, faid to have been ereded to denote the place

where our Saviour foretold the laft judgment; and

very near it, the place where he compofed the Lord's

Prayer. We were alfo led into a cave, fupported by

twelve arches, and were affured, that the Apoilles

here drew up the twelve articles of the Creed.

A LITTLE lower we entered a large cave, divided

into various apartments, in which were feveral fepuU

chres, commonly called the fepulchres of the prophets;

and thefe are faid to have opened at the very inftanc

our Saviour expired on the crofs. This place com-

mands a very fine profpeft over Jerufalem, and Solo-

mon's temple, or rather, the fuperb mofque now [band-

ing there.

A F Ew days after we made another tour, going out at

Bethlehem gate, near v/hich is a ruined caftle, but which

never belonged to king David, as they here pretend.

We paffed on to Zion gate, where we were Ihewn

Bathiheba's bath, but hov/ it acquired that name, I

know not ; for according to the account of our guide,

David's palace was fituated at too great a diftance, for

him to have feen that beautiful woman ; much lets to

have been fo violently aflfedled with her charms.

Near mount Zion we faw the burial-places of the

Franks ; and alfo thofe of the Greeks and Arme-
nians.

Not far from hence, on the fpot where once Caia-

phas, the high-prieft's palace ftood, is a church of

the ilrmenians, and under the great altar a ftone, faid

to have been laid over our Saviour's fepulchre\ but

the
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the devotion oF the pilgrims in breaking off pieces

from it, has rendered ic necelTary to cover it with

mortar.

Ne A R the altar of this church is a fmall chapel, in

which our Saviour is laid to have been confined ; and

againft the wall a ballb relievo of a cock, denoting the

place where St Peter denied his mafter.

This church is furrounded with a very high wall,

and on it the apartments for the papas or priefts. This

wall appears to have been erected very lately, the Ara-

bians having entered the convent, and maffacred all

^he papas.

This building is indeed on mount Zion, but pro-

perly on that part of it lying without the city ; the

original walls were built by a Geneofe, in the time of

-the Emperor Selim, who was defirous that all mount
Zion fhould be inclofed Vv'ithin them ; but being in-

formed of the architect's commiflion, he ordered him
to be put to death.

Near the palace of Caiaphas is another ftrudlure,

which once belonged to the Franks, and was an ele-

gant convent, but they were expelled on the falfe in-

finuations of a Turkifh ecclefiaftick.

This bigotied prieft, out of zeal for his own wor-

ship, wrote to Conftantinople, that the convent of the

Franks, by reafon of it's advantagious fituation on
mount Zion, might very eafily ferve, in time of war,

for a caftle, which would command the whole city.

In return for this information, which was equally falle

and malicious, he was rewarded with a commifTion

from the emperor, to drive the Franks from their

convent. Accordingly he fent for the procurator, and

gave him to underitand, that it was in his power to

caufe him and all his ecclefiatlicks to remove inftant-

ly : and on the procurator's Ihewing a furprize, produ-

ced his commiflion •, adding, that he would not put

it in execution, if a hundred thoufand piafters were

pais in a few days.

;p»l? 4 The
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The father procurator immediately perceived tUe

intention, and being little inclined to pay the fum, as

nb't affording him the lead fecurity ag.iinH: any future

exadlions, refufed to liften to his demand •, on v^hich

the Turkifh ecclefiaitick executed his commiffion with

the utmoft rigour.

But the fathers foon found a convenient opportuni-

ty of making a new fettlement here, which was by
purchafing the lands of the convent of St Salvator,

the greatelt part of which belonged to the Georgians •,

v/ho for want of fupport were obliged to quit the holy

places. This convent is now the refidence of the

Franks.

The father guardian, fince this expulfion, ftill re-

tains the poft of cuftos, or keeper of mount Zion,

though the Turks do not at prefent luffer the Chrifli-

ans to fet their foot on it, having converted into a

mofque the magnificent church built by St Helena,

and which fhe dedicated to the twelve Apoftles.

This church is faid to have been erefted on the ve-

ry place where our Saviour eat the pafibver with his

difciples, and appeared to them after his refurre6lion.

St James was alio here afterwards confccrated bifliop

of Jerufalem. This is likewife fiid ro be the place

where the Holy Ghoft, at the time of Pentecod, de-

fcended on the Apoftles in the form of cloven tongues

of fire. Here too St Matthias was chofen one of the

twelve Apoftles •, and St Stephen, with fix others,

appointed deacons. Another circumftance which ren-

ders this place ftill more remarkable is, that hither the

Apoftles fled from the perfecution of king Agrippa.

The firft council was likewife held in this place,

and here too the firft mafs was faid, Peter and John
officiating on the day of Pentecoft, if we will believe

the church of Rome.
Near the place where our Saviour celebrated"

the PafTover, is faid to be ftill remaining the fepul-

ehre of king Manaftehj and at a little diftance they

ftie\'^
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fhtw the place where they pretend the lamb was roaft-,

cd for the laft fuppcr.

Without the church is (hewn the fpot where the

Apoftles took leave of each other, when they Tepara-

tcd to preach the Gofpel in the different parts of the.

world. Here we likewife faw fome fragments of the

foundations of a church, faid to be built on the place

where tiie virgin's houfe flood : and though feveral

judicious perfons affirm, that flie was by St John con-

veyed to Ephefus, and there died, in a very advanced

age •, yet it is the general opinion, that Ihe breathed

her laft in Jerufalcm, and lies buried very near the

city. They here defired us to take notice of feveral

foundations of the city of David, and the canals hewn
in the rock which are ftill entire. On a mountain near

this place ftands a village called Mai Council, from the

high prieft Caiaphas allembling the chief men of the

Jews there, in order to deliberate on the beft meafures

for putting Chrift to death

In the valley, which we next paffed through, we
faw feveral ancient fepulchres of the Jews, originally

hewn in the rock, but in a great meafure deftroyed by

the Romans. Strangers are alfo ihewn here, // Campo
Santo, The holy Fjeki, called in Scripture Aceldamay

or the field of Blood, purchafed with the thirty pieces

of filver,- for which Judas betrayed his mafi:er, and

afterwards returned to the chief priefts: it is about

thirty feet fquare, and hewn in a rock. At prefent it

is the burying place of the Armenians, who letdown
the bodies through large holes. It was formerly wal-

led in by St Helena, and fince that time has been cal-

led il Campo Santo.

Here are feveral caves of the fame kind, many of

which the peafants have taken poiTeffion of. To th^t

thofe very places which w^ere receptacles for the dead,

are now dwellings for the living. In one of thefe ca-

verns are feveral remains of paintings, which inclined

tne to think, it might formerly have been a chapel,.

and
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and in it is ftill an altar, where mafs ufed to be faid.

This rock is every where hewn into chambers or

apartments, and according to tradition, eight of the

Apoftles concealed themfelves here during the trial

and crucifixion of their matter.

We now defcended into the valley of Jehofliaphat,

where not only the Turks, and other eaftern people,

but alfo the fathers of the Latin church, firmly believe

that there will be a general gathering of all the people

of the earth at the day of judgment, taking the pro-

phecy of Joel in a literal fenfe. The firft thing we
law here was Nehemiah's pit, where, according to the

tradition, he concealed the facred fire when the Jews
were carried away captive to Babylon •, and where,

according to the fecond book of Maccabees, it was

found after their return from the Babylonifh captivity.

It is now a well, but when we were there the water in

it was very low ; though fometimes it overflows in

fuch a manner as to lay the vale under water, which

occafions great rejoicings among the Turks and Ara-

bians, as being a certain prognoftick of a very plenti-

ful year.

The next remarkable place fhewn us was, where

the prophet Ifaiah is faid to have fuffered martyrdom i

but inflead of the cedar formerly Handing there, it is

denoted by a white mulberry tree. This valley is wa-

tered by the brook Kidron, or Cedron, which how-
ever was now quite dry. It is alfo faid, that near this

place Solomon's delicious gardens were fituated 5 but

at prefent nothing but wild berries grows here.

At a little diflance from hence we came to the Pri-

cona Natatoriay or the fwimming pool of Siloe, or

Siloam, where our Saviour gave fight to one who had

been blind from his birth. It's length is about thirty

feet, the breadth about twelve, and the depth fixteen.

The water is conveyed to it by a fubterraneous aque-

duft from a fpring, where the holy virgin is faid fre-

quently to have wafhed her hands 5 and accordingly

the
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the Turks have not been wanting to build an oratory

here. Facing this pool is the village of Siloe, the re-

lidence of king Solomon's concubines -, and here we
law the cave where the unnatural Ikcrifices were offer-

ed to the idol Moloch. Somewhat higher is the

mountain of offence or infamy, fo called from the

high places built there by Solomon, when his wives,

^vailing tliemfeives of the imbecility of age, feduced

his wife heart to prai^fe the impieties of their execra-

ble idolatry.

Farther on the declivity of the mountain we
came to the burying places of the modern Jews.

They pay a fequin daily to the Turks for this privi*

lege, whether they bury any dead or not-, though
great numbers are known to come from very diftant

places, to have the fatisfadion of dying here : and
others bring the bones of their parents, or anceftors.

Near the top of this mountain the people pretend that

Judas revenged himfelf of his perfidy by fuicide,

hanging himfelf on a fycamore tree.

Bxj T of all the antiquities in this country, whether

(acred or prophane, nothing is equal to the fepulchres

of Zacharias and Abfalom, which lie in the valley

near the brook Kidron. This Zacharias was the

fon of Barachias, and murdered betwixt the altar and

the temple His fepulchre is entirely of one piec6

hewn out of the rock, and embellifhed with fixteen

pillars of the Ionic order, four in a row.

Absalom's fepulchre, though very elegant, is

not of one piece, and has greatly fuffered by time,

having feveral holes or apertures in it, through which
the Jews, in deteftation of his unnatural rebellion,

frequently throw ftones.

On the right-hand of Zacharias's fepulchre is a ca-

vern with two pillars, hewn in the rock. To this

place it is pretended, that St James withdrew at the

time of our Saviour's death ; vowing not to take any

fsod 'till his Lord was rifen from the dead. But
they
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they add, that Jefus, to recompence his zeal, ap-

:

peared to him on the third day, bringing him pro-

vifions ; in commemdration of which, this place was

formerly made.a chapel. Behind Abfalom's fepulchre.

is that of king Jehofhaphat, a fpacious cavern, but

.

now in ruins, which cannot be feen without concern ;

the embellifhments of the door, and elegant fonn of.

it being of remarkable beauty. The general opinion,

is, that this monument gave name to the valley.

;

and it is the opinion of fome, that the valley ol Je-

hofhaphat, fignifies the valley oi Vifion.

Near thefe fepulchres is a fmall bridge of one.

arch, and at the foot of it we were fliewn an impref-

'

fion of our Saviour's knees, and feet, he having fallen

down here as his enemies were dragging him to je-

rufalem. Here we faw feveral foundations, and re-

mains of the old city, and how the ground by the

fuccefTive accumulations of ruins, became in procefs

of time, to be fo greatly raifed.

Hence we went to the garden of Gethfemane,

now a ploughed field, having in it eight very antient

olive-trees, which if not the fame that ftood there in

our Saviour's time, the people pretend to have fprung

up from the fame root. This field at prelent, be-

longs to the fathers of the L.atin Church, who have

here an Arabian watchman, to take care that no
branch or twig of the olive-trees be torn ofFj for

which he is allowed half the produce of the trees,

and whatever he can make of the field.

Her e we were dehred to take notice of a narrow

path, along which Judas is faid to have led the officers,

>vhen he came to betray his mailer-, and to perpe--

tuate that execrable treachery, a pillar was erected

here, but is now almoft buried. A little higher, we
came to the place faid to be that where the Apoftles-

fell afleep ; and not far from thence to the entrance of

a cave, pretended to be the place where our Saviour

fuffered his agony and bloody fweet. . This, entranpfi

the
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the father procurator of the Holy Land, caufed to be

mured up, the 1 uiks throwing all kind of ordure

into it ; however, another entrance has been made,

tlirough whicli we palled into the cave. This for-

merly was a church, and has ftill a mod beautiful

pavement, but to fecure it from the violence of the

Turks, the fathers have covered it with earth. Here
arc two altars, and on that againft the wall, the angel

who brought the crofs and cup to our Saviour, is faid

to have relied, during the time of his prayer. Here
on the Wednefday in PalTion week, the flitliers of the

Holy Land celebrate inafs, and fcourge themfelves.

They alio Hiewed us the place where the Virgin Mary^
law St Stephen ftoned ; likewife another place with

the imprefllon of the Virgin's girdle, which fhe leC

fall on St Thomas's refufmg to believe that flie was.

rifen from the dead. This fuppofed girdle is now one
ot the curiofities of Florence.

We next vilited what is called, the church of the

Sepulchre of the holy Virgin ; formerly of fingular

magnificence, but at prefent under ground, and we
were obliged to defcend near fifty ruined fleps to it.

On the right-hand of thefe fteps they fliew two altars,

ereded over the graves of St Joachim and St Anne,
nearly related to the holy Virgin •, and on the left that

ot St Jofeph, the reputed father of our Saviour.

I.v a fmall chapel v^^e were fliewn the holy Virgin's

fepulchre, which is incruftated with marble, and near

it are a great number of glafs lamps continually burn-

ing.

This facred place belongs to the Latins, who alone

have the privilege of celebrating mafs in it, which,

they perform with great folemnity, on the feaft of the

anniverfary of the holy Virgin ; though the Greeks
and Armenians, Copticks and Syrians, have likewife

their altars, with lamps burning before them, which,

indeed, is very necefTary, the church being very dark.

The
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The Turks keep the keys of this fubterraneous ftruc-

ture, and have an oratory adjoining to it.

In our next tour we paffed through the gate of
Damafcus to view Jeremiah's cave, where he is faid to

have compofed his Lamentations.

It is very fpacious, hght, and elegantly hewn in

the rock -, on the left-hand is his bed, a kind of

couch, or ftone bench formed in the rock. This
cave is in the hands of the Dervifes, who have an

oratory and a garden ; and, as proprietors, demand a

caphar. In the cave itfelf, which formerly was a

Chriftian convent, ftill remain two pillars formed out

of a part of the rock, to fupport the roof.

About half a mile farther are the fepulchres of

the kings, and though it is not abfolutely known to

whom they were dedicated, yet they are truly wor-

thy the magnificent defign. You enter through an

oval door, leading into an area, forty paces ^uare,

hewn out of the rock -, the floor and the walls are of

one piece, being hewn in the fame rock : but at pre -

fent the floor is covered with earth of a confiderablc

depth.

Towards the fouth, the rock is hewn in the form

of a piazza, with feveral decorations of architedure,

as pillars and architraves all of the Corinthian

Order.

On the left-hand is a door, but fo choaked up with

ruins, that we were obliged to creep through it.

This led us into a large Iquare chamber hewn in the

rock, with admirable fmoothnefs, but the floor is

covered with earth and fragments of ftones, which

were formerly doors and farchophagus's. Near the

entrance are two doors, and on the right-hand 'a

third.
"'

The firft: on the left-hand leads to a fecond cham-
ber, fomething fmaller than the firft, but hewn in

the rock. Here we faw fix low doors, opening into

as many fepulchresj and behind each a fmaller, where

poffibly
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poITibly the bodies of children were depofitcd. In

this fecond chamber we Taw feveral broken doors and

decayed tombs, exadly of the fame conftrudion with

the others. Here is alfo a particular fepulchre, the

way to which is through a fmall piazza. It is of a

fquare form, with three rows of niches hewn in the

rock, where the cofBns were placed, feveral of which
were lying on the ground, and decorated with gar-

lands and feftoons in baflb relievo.

In the third chamber are fix fepulchres, fome of
which have alfo fmaller behind them. One of thefe

furpafled the reft in beauty and workmanfliip, the

door is ftill entire, and exhibits an undeniable proof

of the great ingenuity and fkill of the artift. It is

formed out of one piece of the fame ftone with the

rock, and turns on it's hinges alfo hewn in the rock.

One of the upper hooks is broke, fo that at prefenc

it cannot be Ihut : a fufficient fpace is left at the top,

tor removing the door, but was doubtlefs hewn out

of the fame rock ; and it is very probable that the

other doors were made in the fame manner, but they

have fuiFered fo greatly by time, and the violence of
religious zeal, that they lie at prefent in ruins.

Her E are two benches hewn in the rock. A fmall

piazza led us to a little chamber, having a bench on
the left-hand, and at the upper end of it two others,

one over the other. Several fragments of ftones were

lying near thefe benches, and among them the lid of

a large farcophagus, adorned with very beautiful baflb

relievos, of garlands and flowers. We obferved fe-

veral other fragments of the fame kind, but lefs or-

namented. They are by fome fuppofed to be the

coffins of king Manafleh, and his fons Ammon and

Jofiah. Here we obferved feveral little holes, pro-

bably intended for holding lamps. We next vifited

the fepulchre of Helena, queen of Adiabena, fltuated

about two miles off, having fome peafants to attend

us i but wc found nothing worthy curiofity, or to rc-

compence
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compqnce lis for the trouble we had been at. Antient-

ly the city of Jerufalem extended itfelf beyond thele

fepulchres of the kings, and we obferved in feveral

places foundations, and other marks of large ftruc-

tures. On our return to the convent, the vicar of
the Greek patriarch, fent us a prefent of a fat lamb,

four large loaves, and fome of the beft wine I had
drank in Jerufalem. And vve returned the civility

with a prefent nearly equivalent, lb that the vicar

found himfelf difappointed, fuch prefents being never

fent here, but with a view of receiving greater.

On the day when the pilgrims are permitted to

perform the fervice in the holy places, we found every

place crowded with people felling bread, grapes,

candles, raifins, crucifixes, dec, and the church of

the holy fepulchre refembled a fair.

The next morning we were prefent at the confe-

cration of a Greek bifhop ; the whole body of the

clergy walked feveral .times round the altars, with

cenfers in their hands, throwing the perfume both on

the altar and the people. They then alternately took

the bifhop by the hand, and walked three times with

him round the altar, while he each time kified the

four pillars of it. He then kneeled down before it,

and the Gofpel was laid on his head.

The archbilhop, who officiated with two other

bifliops, having read fome verfes out ol the Gofpels,

they proceeded with great appearance of joy, to fing

an. hymn, beginning Agjo?, A^io<;, Worthy, Wor-
thy.

. After this his prieftly habit was taken off to

make room for the epifcopal robe. Then froin an

eminence at the partition, which feparates the church

from the Holy of Holies, the Gofpel was read in

Greek, Arabic, and Sclavonic. This vv^as followed

by a proceffion through every part ot the church 5

'

the archbifhop, at the fame time, recommending him,
to the people i and the whole concluded with his

being
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being led up to the altar, bleried a fecond time by the

impofition of hands. At the fame time we faw the

conlecration ot fome inferior clergy ; but thefe were

difpatched v/ith very little ceremony.

We had been long defirous of making the whole

tour of the city of Jerufalem, and had now an op-

portunity of executing our wiflies. This walk may
be eafily. pertormed in an hour. We paiTed out of

the city by the gate of Bethlehem, called alfo the gate

of Hebron, or Joppa, as leading to thofe places, be-

ing fituated on the welt llde of the city. Between

this gate and the next, which is that of Zion, is the

cave where the '\poftIe Peter, after denying hrs ma-i

fter, is faid to have retired to bewail his tranfgreflion.

Next to the gate of Zion, called alfo the gate of

David, lying on the fouth (ide of the city, is a fmaller

gate, now Puut up, and called by the name ot Stere-

quilina, or Dung-gate, through which the foil of

the city was carried. The Jcv/s are alfo faid to have

dragged our Saviour through this gate into Jerufalem,

by way of derifion, being accounted the meaneft,

though at the fame time the moft antient gate of

the city.

• Between this and the next, which is called the

golden gate, v/e obfervtd in the wall a fragment of a

pillar, and over it a nich, refembling thole frequently

feen in the fmall mofques or oratories ot the 1 urks.

Here the Muifulmen are firmly perfuaued iVlahomet

will fit at the general judgment, which they believe

will be held in the valley of Jtrhofhaphat. This golden

gate, probably fo called from it's fuperior magnifi-

cence to the others, or from it's ornaments being de-

corated with gold, is at prefent walled up, on ac-

count of a tradition among the Turks, that when the

Chiiftians make themfelves matters of the city of Je-
rufalem, they will enter through it in triumph.

This gate has tv/o v/alls, and within it a Turkifh ora-

tory, in which leveral lamps are continually burning.

Vol. I. C c Wc
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We wer6 atfo informed, that the Turks had another

reafon for fhutting up this gate, namely, that as their

burial places were near it, they fufpeiled the Chri-

ftians would pronounce a curfe over them as they paf-

fed by thefe manfions of the dead. This is alio laid

to be the gate through which our Saviour made his

public entry into Jerulalem.

The next gate we came to in our tour, was that

of St Stephen's, called alfo the flieep gate. Near it

is a large refervoir v/hich fupplies the baths with

water. And at a fmall diftance beyond the corner of

the wall is Herod's gate, fo called either from being

built by Herod, or trom it's proximity to the palace

of that prince ^ it is fituated on the north fide of the

city. Near it is the place faid to be the prophet Je-
remiah's prilbn.

Here is a fmall bridge of two arches, and at a

little diftance part of a fepulchre, decorated with bafib

relievos and garlands -, probably it was once a part of
the fepulchres of the kings.

A SMALL diftance farther is the gate of Damafcus,
fituated alfo on the north fide of the city. Through
this gate moft of the pilgrims enter Jerufalem, as

Jying towards Ramah and Joppa. At laft we came
again to the gate of Bethlehem. So that this city,

formerly fo large, and ftill fo famous, has only feven

gates ; but my account of it fliali be concluded in

the following chapter.

CHAP.
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C H A P. XXVI.

Farthe?' account of the city ^Jerusalem, a?id

of the convent of the Holy Land, together

with Jome remarks on the order cj the holy fe^

pidchre^ feuSy &c.

THIS city, which mufl; be allowed fcarce in-

ferior -to Rome itfclf, with regard to fame,

has undergone fevcral vicifTitudes and cataftrophes,

having been many times taken and recovered with

dreadiul {laughter and devaitations. T!ie Chriftians,

however, tor fbmetime continued mafbers of it ; for

in the year 1099, Godfrey de Bouillon, after a fiege

of thirty-eight years, took it with this remarkable
circuniflance, that he was the firft who fet his foot

on the walls He did not, however, long keep pof-

feiTion of his kingdom, dying the next year. His
brother Baldwyn, fucceedcd him, in whofe reign,

namely in the year 110^, the fbciety of the Hoipi-
tahers were mflituted for entertaining the pilgrims on
their coming to Jerufalem. I'his Ibciety loon be-

came an order of Knighthood, on account of the dig-

nity and mc-rirs of many ('f it's members -, among
whom many were men of quality, and who had di-

fiinguifhed themlelvcs in the wars. Such was the:

origin of t:ie Knights of Jeruf'.icm. Thele after-

wards being driven out of the H(.)!y Land, kept for

a long time pofTtirion of the illand of Rhodes-, but be-

ing afterwards driven from that retreat, they removed
to Malta, where they have didinguiflied themfelves

by the title of the Knights of St John of" Malta
In the year 11 18, the order of Knights Templars

commenced, fo called from their caftle being near th^

t^irpie of the holy fepulchre •, and to their protrc-

C c ? tioii
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tion the pilgrims coming to Jerulalem v/ere recom-

mended.
Th e above king Baldwyn was fucceeded by his

fon Baldwyn the lecond ; and he by his fon-in-law

Foulkne, Earl of Anjou, who died by a tall from his

horfe in hunting. The laft king of Jerufalem was
Guy de Lufignan, who in the year 1187, being de-

feated and taken prifoner by Saladin, fultan ol Baby-
lon, the city of Jerufalem, was, at the fame time,

facked by the Saracens.

The modern Jerufalem, from the many changes it

has undergone, has been more than once rebuilt; and.

even it's name changed. However, under the Chrir

ftians, it recovered it's appellation, but was very far

from being equal to the Jerulalem deftroyed by the

Romans.
It is at prefent fituated on an eminence in Judea,

there being a very confidcrable afcent in going to it.

All the adjacent country has a barren, wild afpeft,

confifting of bare, arid, and white rocks, of a calcarious

fubftance, except on the fide of Bethlehem, where the

foil is fruitful and well cultivated.

Th e city, as it is fmaller, fo alfo it's fituation is

confiderably altered fince our Saviour's time. Mount
Zion was then within the city, and mount Calvary

without; at prefent the latter is contained within the

walls, and part of mount Zion excluded. The di-

fiance from eaft to well is confiderably greater than

that from fouth to north. In the year 1559, the em-
peror Solyman caufed it to be furrounded with a good
ftone wall, about a rod in thicknefs, and four thou-

fand five hundred in circuit, and at certain diftances

fquare towers, with embrafures to be ereded. At
the fame time a dry moat was carried from the gate

of Damafcus to that of Bethlehem, where the caftle is

fituated. This is called Caflel Pifano, being built by
the inhabitants of Pifa, and is, as it were, the citadel

of Jerufalem. It's walls and towers are very ftrong,

the
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the moat^ ftecp, broat], and lined with free flone.

The ramparts are likcwife planted with cannon, nor

is the city ever without a ftrong garrifon of jani-

zaries.

Most of the houfes within the walls have only one

(lory, with ftone (iat roofs, and fcarce any without a

ciftern, for preferving rain water. This indeed is al-

moil of abjukite neceflky, there being neither wells,

fprings, nor rivers. It's prefent inhabitants confift of

feverai denominations, as Franks, Greeks, Armenians,
Maronites, Georgian?, Syrians, Coptis, AbyfTinians,

&c though the whole coUeflive number of all thefe

different feits ol" Chriftians, is very flir fliort of that of
the Arabians, Turks, and Jews •, the lafb are very nume-
rous j they are reckoned to be more than two thou-

iand j and as the Turks are no ftrangers to their fond-

nefs of living and dying at Jerufalem, they make
their advantages of it, fometimes winking at the in-

creafe of them, and then at once draining them
by all manner of exactions The Jews of Jerufa-

lem, are divided into three fefts, the Karaites, who
adhere to the letter of the Scripture, without admit-

ting any comments, or gloflfcs ; the Rabbinifts, who
receive for indubitable truths, all the comments and
traditions fo well known in the world, and are hence

much more fuperftitious than the former; the third

are the Afkcnites, who come from Germany, and
are known among their brethren by the name of
new converts j not being defccnded from the twelve

tribes.

It is not long (ince thefe laft were very powerful

here ; but the Turks knowing they were very rich,

found means to fleece them in fuch an unmerciful

manner, that at length, atter contracting debts, while

they had any credit, they all retired fecretly in one
night ; at which the infidels in the heat of their rage

fet fire to their fynagogue, which was by far the no-

bleft ftrjLi(5ture of that kind in Jeruililem.

Besides
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Besides thefe three fe6ls, there is in the country

of Paleftine a fourth fort of Jews, but fworn enemies

to the others, I mean the Samaritans ; thefe have fre-

quently endeavoured by the arts of bribery to obtain

the privilege ot living in Jerufalem, and in order to

accomplifh this defign, have lavifhed away above five

hundred purfes. But the Jews, by their money and

artifice, have hitherto defeated their defigns.

Before our departure trom Jerufalem we were

prefent at another folemnity, the creation of a knight

of the holy fepulchre. If the knight appears in perfon

it is taken the better •, but the ceremony is allowed 10

be performed by proxy. The tather guardian girds

the knight or in his abfence the proxy, with God-
frey de Bouillon's fword, and puts on his fpurs. They
are both indeed very ancient •, but it v^ould be diffi-

cult to prove, that they ever belonged to king

Godfrey.

The knights on their creation engage, th^t in cafe

of a war for the recovery of the Holy Land, that they

will aflift in perfon, or fend a proper man in their

ftead : it is not neceffary that they fliould be of noble

defcent ; they require nothing further, than that they

follow no manual trade, and have an independent ior-

tune.

In Spain and France they are accounted noble ;

and in the former I have feen feveral ot thele knights.

The charges and fees of their creation, amount to

one hundred fequins •, but benefadors, in confidera-

tion of their fervices, pay nothing •, thefe general-

ly are French confuls, and other Levant merchants,

who have done fome conliderable favour to the Holy
Land, and who are therefore regiftered as benefadors.

Sometimes the father guardian is pleafed to accompany
this honour with letters of adoption •, and the perfon

on whom this favour is conferred maybeaflured, that

prayers are here offered up for him j nay, that he has a

lliare in all the malTes faid daily for the benefactors of
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the Holy Land ; and alfo in all the good works done
there by the ecclefiafticks.

As the time of our departure now approached, we
waited on all the facliers with whom we had contrafted

any acquaintance, or to v/hom we owed any obligation.

And the father guardian gave us a patent fealcd with

his fignet, certifying, that wc had vifited all the holy

places ; on which we prefcnted our offering to the con-

vent, as gratitude for the favours we had received,

required. All Franks, of whatever fed, are very well

received and entertained here; if they prefent any thing

to the convent it is kindly received ; but if not, no
exception is taken.

As we had all the greated reafon to be fatisfied with

our reception, fo we had now, in fome meafure, ac-

commodated ourfelves to the fettled way of living

here, which was in the following manner : we ufually

fat down to dinner with the religious about nine in the

morning, and about five in the afternoon to fupper.

The reafon for thefe regulations is, becaule the

monks muft rife at midnight to fay their firft mattins

;

befide which, tliey are to affift at the feveral religious

ofEces of devotion during the day.

This convent receives confiderable prefents from
feveral European kingdoms and Itates, but the prin-

cipal part of it's revenue from Spain, amounting to

eight or ten thoufand pounds per aunum. Remit-
tances are alfo fent it from the kingdom of Naples
and Italy : what it receives from France is inccnfi-

derable ; and from Venice only glailes, books, and
other merchandizes ; the frate having abfolutcly pro-

hibited any money to be fent to the Holy Land,
But the revenues it receives from Germany are not
Icfs than three thoufand pounds per annum.
Notwithstanding this vart revenue, which is

very far from being exaggerated, the Holy Land la-

bours under a debt or one hundred thoufand piafters.

This is imputed to the immenfe charges of rebuilding

thft
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the cupola of the holy fepulchre, which is faid to have

cofl: above a million of piafters, the wood for it having

been brought from Holland •, and a confiderable ftim

was fent to the Porte to obtain a licence for that necef-

fary work.

The Greek clergy voluntarily offered to contribute

their (liare towards the repair, but were refufed by the

Latin clergy •, the Turks having induftrioully fo-

mented the animofity between them, in order to draw

money from both parties ; for the cupola properly be-

longs to the Latins, and the Greeks are proprietors of

the walls and pillars which fupport it.

The L^atins were defirous of becoming proprietors

of the whole building, and accordingly alledged, that

in order to repair fully the cupola, it was pioper that

the walls fhould be rebuilt •, as otherwife the whole

ftru(5lure might fall in. The Greeks, on the other

hand, pleaded, that as the walls, fupported the dome,

belonged to them, they were entitled to a fhare in re-

pairing it, and take care that it's weight might be

proportioned to the walls.

The debate retarded the work for a long time;

but at length both parties were inclined to an accom-

modation, which was brought about by the French

ambaffador, as reprefentative of the king of France,

in quality of protedor of the holy fepulchre. This

poll entitles the ambalTador to the advantage of being

one of the happy number of benefadlors, for whom a

mafs is daily faid here.

The father procurator of the convent is known to

take up money at a very high intereft, by which the

Turks are convinced, that the holy houfe is very

far from being in opulent circumftances. This has,

however by fomc, been confidered only as a refined

piece of policy, fuch fums being borrowed only from

Turks of confiderable wealth and power, in order to

attach them to the intereft of the convent ; for ihould

the houfe be deftroyed, and the monks driven from

their
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their abode, there would be at once an end of both

principal and intereft.

The Arabians have more than once afiaulted the

convent, but never could find any money in it, tho*

they are daily witneflcs of it's vaft expences. Whence
both they and feveral Turks believe, that there is a

fubterraneous paifage from Jeru(aleai to Joppa, thro*

which they convey their wealth.

But however this be, the convent makes very

large donations to the Arabians refiding near the

roads, that the fathers and pilgrims may pafs unnio-

lefted.

We now left the famous city of Jerufalem, pafTing

out of it through the gate of Bethlehem, in compa-

ny with a caravan, efcorted by the Fafcha, and going

towards Ramah \ but we were obliged to pay to the

Arabians twenty- five paras for caphar. This fum,

however, was not thrown away, as we found the road

entirely fafe.

The Pafcha accompanied us from Ramah to Jop-
pa, but we were obliged to halt about an hour from

the town, the pilgrims being here to pay another tax,

from which we, as Franks, were exempt.

Being arrived at joppa, and finding no opportu-

nity of going to DamJata, in our way to Egypt, we
applied to the agent of the French nation, defiring

that he would procure us a convenient paflage to St

John d'Acri. There were at that time in Joppa road

nineteen French vellcls, the maftcrs of Vv'hich, on ac-

count of the great number oi" pilgrims, had entered

into an agreement concerning the iare.

As we were in company with the pilgrims, we were

obliged to apply to the chief officer of the cuftoms

for leave to depart ; who after many cercmonic?,

gave us to underltand, that, in conformity to the pra-

(ftice of the country, fome little prefent was expected.

But we being now unwilling to be impofcd on, as ar.

our firll coming to Joppa, produced our firman ; and

D d one
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one of the company told him, at the fame time, that

he intended to return through Conftantinople, and

that if we could be of any fervice to him there, he

would pleafe to command us. He underftood our

rneaning, and with a very fuUen air told us, we
bad his leave to depart. Thus we difappointed his

covetous defigns, and laved thirty piafters, which,

through ignorance, we had paid at our lirit landing.

After flaying a few days at Joppa, we embarked

on board a French veflel for St John d'Acri, and fail-

ed by the ruins of the ancient Casfarea. Among
other paflengers in this vefiel was a monk dreiTed en-

tirely in white, and whofe language none of us could

underftand. He was fuppofed to be a native of Per-

fia, or fome of the eaftern countries. Franks have

indeed been known to difguife themfelves in this man-
rjer, the better to gain a perfed acquaintance with the

particular manner of living among the Turks, having

by this difguife free accefs every where, and fome ot

them are admitted even within the walls of Mecca.
In two days we arrived at St John d'Acri, for^

iperly known by the name of Ptolemais, from Ptole-

my king of Egypt ; but fo far from retaining any

thing ot" it's former luftre, that it has the appearance

of a bombarded town, full of demoliflied churches,

palaces, and large ftrudtures, which chiefly belonged

to the Grand M after, and the knights of St John.

All it's ancient grandeur, and large extent, is now re-r

duced to one long ftreet ; but it's former profperir

ty feems to be again approching, by the commerce
fettled here, for fitteen mercantile French companies,

and one Englifh^ confiding of thrive brothers, who
traded very largely, were icttled here. Thefe Euro-
pean merchants live togetlier in a very large and fpa-

cious houfe or kane called II Campo, where they have

^11 their feverai apartments. It is a fquare building,

having a large area in the centre, and a piazza and

gallery extertdjng qviite round it.

Purine
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During our ftay here we took a walk round the

caftlc, which anciently was larger than the city itfelf,

and well fortified with walls, bulwarks, and moats.

We law there feveral large Hone bullets, or blocks,

thrown into it by means ot fomc military engine ufed

in thole times, but now unknown.
We next vifited the ruins of the iron or devil's ca-

ftle, which (lands within the city. This likcwife was
formerly a very ftrong and well lortified fl:ru6i"ure, and
fome of the ftones are of furprifing dimenfions. Near
the ruins of the palace of the Grand Mafter is ftill an

edifice called Facardiri, from the famous emir of the

Drufes, who intended to make himfelf mailer of ail

India -, and place the feat of his empire at St John
d'Acri ; but after many fignal fuccefles, experience fa-

tally convinced him of the inconftant fate of war.

Before we proceeded to Syria, Arabia, &c. we
agreed to take a tour to mount Carmel, and fome
other places in Galilee, as Nazareth, Tabor, the town
and Tea of Tiberias, Saphet, &c*

End of the First Volume.
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